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Bereishis   Gen 1:1:1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Who divided the Bible into Chapters and verse? 

 

Stephen Langton 

Archbishop of Canterbury 

1150  -  1228 C.E. 

In the beginning of God's creation of the 
heavens and the earth. 

ם  . א מַיִׁ ים אֵת הַשָּ א אֱלֹהִׁ רָּ ית בָּ רֵאשִׁ בְּ
רֶץ אָּ אֵת הָּ :וְּ  



Bereshis    Gen 1:1:1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Torah begins with the  ‘bais’ of  ‘bereishis’ and ends with the ‘lamid’ of ‘yisroel’.

  

So the entire Torah is contained between the letters ‘bais’ and ‘lamid’ ‘lev’ heart. 

 

     Munk 141 

In the beginning God created the heaven and 
the earth.  

יתבְּ  ים, רֵאשִׁ א אֱלֹהִׁ רָּ מַיִׁם, בָּ רֶץ, אֵת הַשָּ אָּ אֵת הָּ וְּ .  



Bereshis    Gen 1:1:1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We may rearrange the letters in this first word of the Torah and it will spell ‘aleph 

beTishrei’.  It tells us that the first day of Tishrei is the day the world was 

created. 

In the beginning God created the heaven and 
the earth.  

יתבְּ  ים, רֵאשִׁ א אֱלֹהִׁ רָּ מַיִׁם, בָּ רֶץ, אֵת הַשָּ אָּ אֵת הָּ וְּ .  



Bereshis    Gen 1:1:1 

 

 

 

 

 

Aleph-Bais  -  the Alphabet 

 

Every letter has a ‘guf, ‘ruach’ and ‘Neshamah’, a body, spirit and soul. 

 

Letters and words are the protoplasm of creation. 

 ‘Dibur’  -  physical process of speech. 

 ‘Maamar’  -  the intent, forethought, the motive of the speaker. 

 

     BT Shabbos 104a 

In the beginning God created the heaven and 
the earth.  

יתבְּ  ים, רֵאשִׁ א אֱלֹהִׁ רָּ מַיִׁם, בָּ רֶץ, אֵת הַשָּ אָּ אֵת הָּ וְּ .  



Berechis    Gen 1:1:1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Torah starts with the letter ‘bais’ to make the point that we are expected to have 

already prepared ourselves for the study of Torah with a feeling of Emuneh 

 (aleph, mem, vov, num, heh)   -  which starts with the letter aleph.  So aleph is 

first for Emunah, then ‘bais’ for, Bereshis.  The beginning of knowledge is the 

fear of the Almighty. 

In the beginning God created the heaven and 
the earth.  

יתבְּ  ים, רֵאשִׁ א אֱלֹהִׁ רָּ מַיִׁם, בָּ רֶץ, אֵת הַשָּ אָּ אֵת הָּ וְּ .  



Bereshis    Gen 1:1:1 

 

 

 

 

Why doesn’t the Torah start with the letter aleph? 

 

1. Just as each book of the Talmud begins with page ‘bais’ - to show us that there is 

even more to learn than we have in our 

2. To teach humility 

  God told aleph, “I overheard you bragging that you are the most important 

 letter of all” 

  -  that you start the 10 commandments 

  -  that you start the name of Abraham 

  -  that you start the song Adon Olam = master of the universe 

3. To suggest that even before the beginning God was present in the Universe.  The 

letter ‘aleph’ symbolizes God.  It ids made up of a ‘vov’ and two ‘alephs’.  The 

 gematria of which is 26 the same gematria as “yud kay vov kay’ the 

tetragrammation. 

4.  Therefore, to teach aleph humility God decided to start the Talmud and the Torah 

with the second letter ‘bais’. 

 

In the beginning God created the heaven and 
the earth.  

יתבְּ  ים, רֵאשִׁ א אֱלֹהִׁ רָּ מַיִׁם, בָּ רֶץ, אֵת הַשָּ אָּ אֵת הָּ וְּ .  



Bereshis    Gen 1:1:1 

 

Berachos 26b 

 

 

    

 

 

Adon Olam  - Master of the Universe 

 

The morning prayers begin with aleph. 

 

This prayer was introduced by Abraham. 

      Berachos 26b 

 

Abraham was the first person to address God with the title of master 

In the beginning God created the heaven and 
the earth.  

יתבְּ  ים, רֵאשִׁ א אֱלֹהִׁ רָּ מַיִׁם, בָּ רֶץ, אֵת הַשָּ אָּ אֵת הָּ וְּ .  



Bereshis    Gen 1:1:1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

God reassured the letter aleph that he would start the 10 commandments with the 

letter aleph. 

In the beginning God created the heaven and 
the earth.  

יתבְּ  ים, רֵאשִׁ א אֱלֹהִׁ רָּ מַיִׁם, בָּ רֶץ, אֵת הַשָּ אָּ אֵת הָּ וְּ .  



Bereishis   Gen 1:1:1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Who divided the Bible into Chapters and verse? 

 

Stephen Langton 

Archbishop of Canterbury 

1150  -  1228 C.E. 

In the beginning of God's creation of the 
heavens and the earth. 

ם  . א מַיִׁ ים אֵת הַשָּ א אֱלֹהִׁ רָּ ית בָּ רֵאשִׁ בְּ
רֶץ אָּ אֵת הָּ :וְּ  



Bereshis    Gen 1:1:1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Torah starts with the letter ‘bais’ which is shaped like a little house to signify that 

the Torah was given into an earthly repository. 

 

The letter ‘aleph’ represents the spiritual ‘bais’ represents the physical creation.  The 

two together = ‘av’, to represent the relationship between father and son.  When 

this relation is healthy it represents stability as Rashi says in Genesis 49:24 the 

word ‘avon’ rock, is a symbol of permanency.  It is a contraction of the words  

 ‘av ubein’, father and son. 

In the beginning God created the heaven and 
the earth.  

יתבְּ  ים, רֵאשִׁ א אֱלֹהִׁ רָּ מַיִׁם, בָּ רֶץ, אֵת הַשָּ אָּ אֵת הָּ וְּ .  



Bereshis    Gen 1:1:1 

 

 

 

 

 

The letter ‘bais’ stands for: comparison, between and between ‘bein u’bein’. 

 

This ability to distinguish is a highly intellectual task 

‘Binah’  -  understanding – wisdom  -  insight. 

 

(Shabbos 104a)  Learn understanding, ‘aluf binah’. 

In the beginning God created the heaven and 
the earth.  

יתבְּ  ים, רֵאשִׁ א אֱלֹהִׁ רָּ מַיִׁם, בָּ רֶץ, אֵת הַשָּ אָּ אֵת הָּ וְּ .  



Bereshis    Gen 1:1:1 

 

 

 

 

With the first letter ‘bais’, which implies: 

Understanding 

Between 

Compare 

Contrast 

Differentiate 

Distinguish 

Analyze 

Wisdom  -  ‘binah’ 

Aility to draw conclusions 

And disclose the truth 

In the beginning God created the heaven and 
the earth.  

יתבְּ  ים, רֵאשִׁ א אֱלֹהִׁ רָּ מַיִׁם, בָּ רֶץ, אֵת הַשָּ אָּ אֵת הָּ וְּ .  



Bereshis    Gen 1:1:1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Torah starts with a ‘bais’. 

 

- It is also the first letter of the word ‘berachah’, blessing. 

  God wanted to start the world out with a ‘brachah’. 

- It represents duality the balancing in the world between water and earth, light 

 and dark, male and female, sun and moon. 

- It starts with a ‘bais’ because we all know that something comes before the  

  ‘bais’ of creation.  Creation was not the beginning ‘aleph’  came before 

 and did the creating and aleph is made up of a yud, vov and another yud the 

 gematria of which is10-6-10 – 26 =  God. 

By starting with the letter  God let everyone know there are two worlds   

 -  this world and the world to come. 

 

In the beginning God created the heaven and 
the earth.  

יתבְּ  ים, רֵאשִׁ א אֱלֹהִׁ רָּ מַיִׁם, בָּ רֶץ, אֵת הַשָּ אָּ אֵת הָּ וְּ .  



Bereshis    Gen 1:1:1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The ‘bais’ is enlarged to mean ‘bishveal’  - because of, because of Reshis was the 

heaven and earth created.  Reshis means first – prime the prime mover – God. 

 

What is ‘Reshis’  

 1.  first 

 2.  beginning 

 3.  purpose 

 4.  prominent 

 5.  prime 

 

 Torah Prov 8:22 Jeremiah 33:25 

 Israel Gen 2:3 

 Challah Num 15:20 

In the beginning God created the heaven and 
the earth.  

יתבְּ  ים, רֵאשִׁ א אֱלֹהִׁ רָּ מַיִׁם, בָּ רֶץ, אֵת הַשָּ אָּ אֵת הָּ וְּ .  



Bereshis    Gen 1:1:1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In the beginning, ‘Bereshis’. 

 

  Bais   - Bitachan   - faith in God 

  Reish  - Ratzon  - willingness to follow 

  Aleph  - Ahavah  - love of God 

  Shin - Shetikah  - silence – acceptance 

  Yud - Yirah  - fear of God 

  Taf - Torah  - Torah study 

In the beginning God created the heaven and 
the earth.  

יתבְּ  ים, רֵאשִׁ א אֱלֹהִׁ רָּ מַיִׁם, בָּ רֶץ, אֵת הַשָּ אָּ אֵת הָּ וְּ .  



Bereshis    Gen 1:1:2 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In the beginning created God 

 

 Created is mentioned before God Why? 

 Because a major method of recognizing God is by viewing what He created. 

 

Through the mightiness of the creation we appreciate the might of the creator. 

In the beginning  created God the heaven and 
the earth.  

יתבְּ  ים, רֵאשִׁ א אֱלֹהִׁ רָּ מַיִׁם, בָּ רֶץ, אֵת הַשָּ אָּ אֵת הָּ וְּ .  



Bereshis    Gen 1:1:1-4 

 

 

 

 

 

 

- 10 commandments start with ‘aleph’ ‘anochi’. 

- First Mishnah tractate Berachot starts with ‘mem’ ‘me’ematai’ when. 

 Gemorah in Berachot starts with ‘taf’, ‘Tanna’. 

 

Aleph mem taf spells emet  truth. 

 

The last letters of the first three words of the Torah contain the letters for the word 

truth but not in the correct order. 

The last letters of the second, third and forth words also spell truth with the letters in 

the correct sequence. 

This suggests that after creation the jumbled chaos was made orderly. 

In the beginning God created the heaven and 
the earth.  

יתבְּ  ים, רֵאשִׁ א אֱלֹהִׁ רָּ מַיִׁם, בָּ רֶץ, אֵת הַשָּ אָּ אֵת הָּ וְּ .  



Bereshis    Gen 1:1:2-5 

 

 

 

    

 

 

Emes -    Truth 

Sheker -    Falsehood 

 

The letters that make up ‘emes’ – have firm stable standing aleph mem tof 

 

The letters that make up ’sheker’’ falsehood are each unstable and stand only on one 

foot shin kuf resh. 

In the beginning God created the heaven and 
the earth.  

יתבְּ  ים, רֵאשִׁ א אֱלֹהִׁ רָּ מַיִׁם, בָּ רֶץ, אֵת הַשָּ אָּ אֵת הָּ וְּ .  



Bereshis    Gen 1:1:4 

 

 

 

 

 

In the beginning God created ‘et’, aleph – taf. 

 

 The first act of creation was to create the letters ‘aleph’ thru ‘taf’. 

  

 The letters of the alphabet were the raw material of creation. 

 

 Therefore, the Aleph-Beis predated creation. 

 

The utterance of the combinations of letters in prayer have the power to arouse 

spiritual forces beyond our imagination. 

In the beginning God created the heaven and 
the earth.  

יתבְּ  ים, רֵאשִׁ א אֱלֹהִׁ רָּ מַיִׁם, בָּ רֶץ, אֵת הַשָּ אָּ אֵת הָּ וְּ .  



Bereshis    Gen 1:1:7 

 

 

 

 

 

In the beginning God created heaven and earth. 

 

The Torah was made to teach God’s laws.  The first law is Shemos 12:1, “This month 

should be your first month”. 

 

But it started as it did so that Israel could say to other nations, God has the right to 

give land to whomever He wishes since it all belongs to Him. 

 

     Rashi 

In the beginning God created the heaven and 
the earth.  

יתבְּ  ים, רֵאשִׁ א אֱלֹהִׁ רָּ מַיִׁם, בָּ רֶץ, אֵת הַשָּ אָּ אֵת הָּ וְּ .  



Bereshis    Gen 1:1:4-7 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 Definite article ‘heh’ 

 Definite article and emphasis ‘heh’ plus ‘et’. 

 Emphatic article ‘et’ 

 

 =  The universe was created in complete perfection i.e., from aleph to taf. 

In the beginning God created the heaven and 
the earth.  

יתבְּ  ים, רֵאשִׁ א אֱלֹהִׁ רָּ מַיִׁם, בָּ רֶץ, אֵת הַשָּ אָּ אֵת הָּ וְּ .  



Bereshis    Gen1: 2:3-4 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Marvel  -  astonishing 

 that everything is in it 

 

What was astonishing? 

That  in it was everything in miniature that would later be seen one and in the 

created objects. 

These are the generations of the heaven and 
of the earth when they were created, in the 
day that the LORD God made earth and 
heaven.  

רֶץ ד אָּ הָּ ם וְּ מַיִׁ דוֹת הַשָּ , אֵלֶה תוֹלְּ

םהִ בְּ  אָּ רְּ יוֹם: בָּ ים, בְּ הוָּה אֱלֹהִׁ --עֲשׂוֹת יְּ

יִׁם מָּ שָּ   .אֶרֶץ וְּ



Berechis    Gen 1:2:4:5 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The letters of Abraham are in the word ‘behibaram’. 

 

These are the generations progeny results of the creations the heaven and earth 

  when they were created. 

These are the generations of the heaven and 
of the earth when they were created, in the 
day that the LORD God made earth and 
heaven.  

רֶץ ד אָּ הָּ ם וְּ מַיִׁ דוֹת הַשָּ , אֵלֶה תוֹלְּ

םהִ בְּ  אָּ רְּ יוֹם: בָּ הוָּה  , בְּ עֲשׂוֹת יְּ

ים יִׁם--אֱלֹהִׁ מָּ שָּ אֶרֶץ וְּ .  



Bereshis    Gen 1:3:2-6 

 

 

 

 

And God said let there be light and there was light. 

 

 ‘Yehi’ is used to convey anguish and pain. 

 ‘Vehayah’ is used to convey joy and happiness. 

 

There was an element of pain in the creation of the light since God saw that some 

people (the wicked ones) would not be worthy of enjoying the brilliance of the 

light.  He took it away and reserved it only for the righteous in the world to come. 

 

Let there be ‘yehi’ (future) and there was ‘vayehi’ (past).  There is no present form.  

Shows that as soon as He created the light He took it away (Vilna Goan) 

 

The light was the light of the first 6 days of creation. 

 

Actually the sun was not created till the 4th day so this light is not from the sun. 

And God said: 'Let there be light.' And there 
was light. 

ים ג ֹּאמֶר אֱלֹהִׁ י אוֹר, וַי הִׁ י; יְּ הִׁ .אוֹר-וַיְּ  



Bereishis   Gen 1:3:3-4 

     Gen 1:4:5-6 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

God’s role is to bring order and goodness into this chaotic and evil world. 

 

He does so by creating light which he sees as good and by separating light from 

dark which he also sees as good. 

The story seeks to answer the question of evil in the world.  The answer is easy if 

you are polytheistic.  Some gods are good and some are evil.  But it is much 

more difficult if you have only one God who by definition is a good God.   He 

can’t be a God that allows evil.  No, we are told evil was preexistent and God 

brought only goodness into the world. 

 

     Gary Rendsburg p20, p25 

 

And God said, "Let there be light," and there 
was light. 

י אוֹר. ג הִׁ י אוֹר וַיְּ הִׁ ים יְּ ֹּאמֶר אֱלֹהִׁ :וַי  

And God saw the light that it was good, and 
God separated between the light and between 
the darkness. 

י טוֹב  . ד אוֹר כִׁ ים אֶת הָּ א אֱלֹהִׁ וַיַרְּ
אוֹר וּבֵין הַחשֶךְ ים בֵין הָּ דֵל אֱלֹהִׁ :וַיַבְּ  



Bereshis    Gen 1:3:3-6 

 

 

 

 

 

And God said let there be light and there was light 

   

‘yehi’, implies anguish. 

There was an element of pain in the creation of light.  Evil people would be unworthy 

of enjoying the sanctity and brilliance of the primeval light and God would have 

to withdraw it and put it away for the enjoyment of the righteous in the World to 

Come. 

The Vilna Goan sees this in the construct of the sentence, “let there be light” in the 

future tense. And then without mentioning that light was created the Torah says 

 ‘and there was light’, in the past tense.  This implies that the original light no 

longer existed since it had been withdrawn to be preserved for the future. 

    

     Munk p98 

And God said: 'Let there be light.' And there 
was light. 

ים ג ֹּאמֶר אֱלֹהִׁ י אוֹר, וַי הִׁ י; יְּ הִׁ .אוֹר-וַיְּ  



Bereshis    Gen 1:4:3-7 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The light was good and he divided it. 

 

He found the light was good and it was not fitting that the wicked should have use of 

it, so He set it apart for the righteous in the World to Come. 

 

He established one to be bounded by day and the other bounded by night. 

 

     Rashi 

And God saw the light, that it was good; and 
God divided the light from the darkness.  

ים אֶת ד א אֱלֹהִׁ אוֹר-וַיַרְּ י, הָּ דֵל  ; טוֹב-כִׁ וַיַבְּ

ים שֶךְ, אֱלֹהִׁ אוֹר וּבֵין הַחֹּ .בֵין הָּ  



Bereshis    Gen 1:4:5-6 

 

 

 

 

 

Is used when a created item is complete its creation has finished 

In Gen 1:7-8 it does not say, “it was good”,  because: 

 1.  it was not finished.  The waters were separated on the second day but not 

 gathered into seas and dry land till the third day 

 2.  waters symbolize strife – Schism and dispute cannot be called good 

 

The song of Yom Sheni was written by the Levites the Sons of Kurach whose father 

instigated strife against Moshe and Aaron. 

 

     Rashi 

And God saw the light, that it was good; and 
God divided the light from the darkness.  

ים אֶת ד א אֱלֹהִׁ אוֹר-וַיַרְּ י, הָּ דֵל  ; טוֹב-כִׁ וַיַבְּ

ים שֶךְ, אֱלֹהִׁ אוֹר וּבֵין הַחֹּ .בֵין הָּ  



Bereshis    Gen 1:5:12-13 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Bible uses the cardinal number  ‘echad’ - one, rather than the ordinal number 

 ‘rishon’ first. 

 

The day of One. 

On this day God was still the only spiritual being in existence.  Even the angels were 

not created until the second day (Rashi). 

And God called the light Day, and the darkness 
He called Night. And there was evening and 
there was morning, one day. {P}  

אוֹר יוֹם ה ים לָּ א אֱלֹהִׁ רָּ קְּ א , וַיִׁ רָּ שֶךְ קָּ לַחֹּ וְּ

ה לָּ יְּ י; לָּ הִׁ י-וַיְּ הִׁ קֶר-עֶרֶב וַיְּ ד, בֹּ {פ}. יוֹם אֶחָּ  



Bereshis    Gen 1:5:12-13 

     Gen 1:5:8-11 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“and it was evening and it was morning one day” 

 

It should say the first day. 

 

-  The fact it was a first day in a sequence could not have been known until the 

second day actually came then we know that day one was first in a series. 

 

-   We also learn from this posuk that the Jewish day starts at evening Gen1:5:8-11. 

And God called the light Day, and the darkness 
He called Night. And there was evening and 
there was morning, one day. {P}  

אוֹר יוֹם ה ים לָּ א אֱלֹהִׁ רָּ קְּ א , וַיִׁ רָּ שֶךְ קָּ לַחֹּ וְּ

ה לָּ יְּ י; לָּ הִׁ י-וַיְּ הִׁ קֶר-עֶרֶב וַיְּ ד, בֹּ {פ}. יוֹם אֶחָּ  



Bereishis   Gen 1:6:7-11 

     Gen 1:7:5-15 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Day Two 

 

Separate water from water. 

 

The firmament (sky) separates the waters above (heavens) from the waters below 

(waters on earth). 

 

This process of separation is creating order out of chaos and order out of evil. 

And God said, "Let there be an expanse in the 
midst of the water, and let it be a separation 
between water and water." 

ם  . ו יִׁ תוֹךְ הַמָּ יעַ בְּ קִׁ י רָּ הִׁ ים יְּ ֹּאמֶר אֱלֹהִׁ וַי
ם יִׁ מָּ ם לָּ יל בֵין מַיִׁ דִׁ י מַבְּ יהִׁ :וִׁ  

And God made the expanse and it separated 
between the water that was below the 
expanse and the water that was above the 
expanse, and it was so. 

דֵל בֵין . ז יעַ וַיַבְּ קִׁ רָּ ים אֶת הָּ וַיַעַשׂ אֱלֹהִׁ

ם אֲשֶר   יעַ וּבֵין הַמַיִׁ קִׁ רָּ תַחַת לָּ ם אֲשֶר מִׁ הַמַיִׁ
י כֵן הִׁ יעַ וַיְּ קִׁ רָּ :מֵעַל לָּ  



Bereshis    Gen 1:8:9-10 

 

 

 

 

 

 

- The Torah does not call this second day ‘tov’ perhaps because he will use the 

waters to drown all that He created later in Noah’s time Gen 6:17 

 

- Moshe would sin in an effort to get water – by hitting the rock rather than 

speaking to it. 

 

- God would use water to drown the Egyptians and was therefore reluctant to call 

the day of its separation – good. 

 

He wasn’t yet finished dividing the water and you don’t say a job is well done until 

you finish. 

 

And God called the firmament Heaven. And 
there was evening and there was morning, a 
second day. {P}  

יעַ  ח קִׁ רָּ ים לָּ א אֱלֹהִׁ רָּ קְּ יִׁם, וַיִׁ מָּ י; שָּ הִׁ עֶרֶב  -וַיְּ

י הִׁ קֶר-וַיְּ י, בֹּ {פ}. יוֹם שֵנִׁ  



Bereshis    Gen 1:8:9-10 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The days of the week do not have names but are called “Yom Sheni”  “Yom 

Shelishi” etc in order to have us continue to keep Shabbos in mind, ‘Yom 

Shelish B Shabbos’ and to fulfill the Mitzvah of ‘lezecher hashabos lekadisho’ 

to remember the Sabbath for its holiness. 

 

The days of the month were named in Babylon not in the Torah the designations in 

the Torah i.e., Hachodesh Hasheni etc. remind us of the number of months 

since going out of Egypt and the actual names, Nisson, Iyar etc, remind us of 

the exile in Babylon. 

And God called the firmament Heaven. And 
there was evening and there was morning, a 
second day. {P}  

יעַ  ח קִׁ רָּ ים לָּ א אֱלֹהִׁ רָּ קְּ יִׁם, וַיִׁ מָּ י; שָּ הִׁ עֶרֶב  -וַיְּ

י הִׁ קֶר-וַיְּ י, בֹּ {פ}. יוֹם שֵנִׁ  



Bereishis   Gen 1:9:3-4 

     Gen 1:11:3-5 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Day Three 

 

Has two stages of creation. 

 A.  Separation of the sea (the water) from the dry land V9 

 B.  The earth will sprout forth vegetation.  V11 

 

     Gary Rendsburg p27 

And God said, "Let the water that is beneath 
the heavens gather into one place, and let the 
dry land appear," and it was so. 

תַחַת . ט ם מִׁ ווּ הַמַיִׁ קָּ ים יִׁ ֹּאמֶר אֱלֹהִׁ וַי

ה   שָּ אֶה הַיַבָּ תֵרָּ ד וְּ קוֹם אֶחָּ ם אֶל מָּ מַיִׁ הַשָּ
י כֵן הִׁ :וַיְּ  

And God said, "Let the earth sprout 
vegetation, seed yielding herbs and fruit trees 
producing fruit according to its kind in which 
its seed is found, on the earth," and it was so. 

רֶץ דֶשֶא  . יא אָּ שֵא הָּ ים תַדְּ ֹּאמֶר אֱלֹהִׁ וַי

ינוֹ   מִׁ י לְּ רִׁ שֶׂה פְּ י עֹּ רִׁ יעַ זֶרַע עֵץ פְּ רִׁ עֵשֶׂב מַזְּ
י כֵן הִׁ רֶץ וַיְּ אָּ עוֹ בוֹ עַל הָּ :אֲשֶר זַרְּ  



Bereshis    Gen 1:10:1-12 

     Gen 1:12: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

No ‘tov’ on Monday G1:8 

Two  ‘tovs’ on Tuesday G1:10 and G1:12 

 therefore, Tuesday is considered a good luck day a good day to get married. 

 

One ‘tov’ is for finishing the work of Monday, separating the waters, and one tov is 

for performing satisfactorily the work of the Tuesday. 

And God called the dry land Earth, and the 
gathering together of the waters called He 
Seas; and God saw that it was good. 

ה אֶרֶץ י שָּ ים לַיַבָּ א אֱלֹהִׁ רָּ קְּ ם  , וַיִׁ וֵה הַמַיִׁ קְּ מִׁ וּלְּ

ים א יַמִׁ רָּ ים; קָּ א אֱלֹהִׁ י, וַיַרְּ . טוֹב-כִׁ  

And the earth gave forth vegetation, seed 
yielding herbs according to its kind, and trees 
producing fruit, in which its seed is found, 
according to its kind, and God saw that it was 
good. 

יעַ זֶרַע . יב רִׁ רֶץ דֶשֶא עֵשֶׂב מַזְּ אָּ וַתוֹצֵא הָּ

עוֹ בוֹ   י אֲשֶר זַרְּ רִׁ שֶׂה פְּ עֵץ עֹּ ינֵהוּ וְּ מִׁ לְּ

י טוֹב ים כִׁ א אֱלֹהִׁ ינֵהוּ וַיַרְּ מִׁ :לְּ  



Berechis    Gen 1:14:4 

     Gen 1:15:2 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“let there be luminaries in the firmament of the heaven” and “they shall serve as 

luminaries”. 

 

‘Meoras’ light, has no vov (see Gen 1:14:4) it is incomplete.  This signifies that the 

first light ‘orr’ was withdrawn and reserved for the righteous in the next world. 

 

This light Gen 1:15:2 from the luminaries is for this world. 

 

     Rashi 

And God said: 'Let there be lights in the 
firmament of the heaven to divide the day 
from the night; and let them be for signs, and 
for seasons, and for days and year 

ים יד ֹּאמֶר אֱלֹהִׁ יעַ  , וַי קִׁ רְּ רֹּת בִׁ אֹּ י מְּ הִׁ יְּ

ם מַיִׁ יל, הַשָּ דִׁ הַבְּ ה, לְּ לָּ יְּ ;  בֵין הַיוֹם וּבֵין הַלָּ

ים מוֹעֲדִׁ ת וּלְּ תֹּ אֹּ יוּ לְּ הָּ ים, וְּ נִׁ שָּ ים וְּ יָּמִׁ .וּלְּ  

And they shall be for luminaries in the expanse 
of the heavens to shed light upon the earth." 
And it was so. 

יר  . טו אִׁ הָּ ם לְּ מַיִׁ יעַ הַשָּ קִׁ רְּ אוֹרֹּת בִׁ מְּ יוּ לִׁ הָּ וְּ

י כֵן הִׁ רֶץ וַיְּ אָּ :עַל הָּ  



Bereishis   Gen 1:9:3-4 

     Gen 1:11:3-5 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Day Three 

 

Has two stages of creation. 

 A.  Separation of the sea (the water) from the dry land V9 

 B.  The earth will sprout forth vegetation.  V11 

 

     Gary Rendsburg p27 

And God said, "Let the water that is beneath 
the heavens gather into one place, and let the 
dry land appear," and it was so. 

תַחַת . ט ם מִׁ ווּ הַמַיִׁ קָּ ים יִׁ ֹּאמֶר אֱלֹהִׁ וַי

ה   שָּ אֶה הַיַבָּ תֵרָּ ד וְּ קוֹם אֶחָּ ם אֶל מָּ מַיִׁ הַשָּ
י כֵן הִׁ :וַיְּ  

And God said, "Let the earth sprout 
vegetation, seed yielding herbs and fruit trees 
producing fruit according to its kind in which 
its seed is found, on the earth," and it was so. 

רֶץ דֶשֶא  . יא אָּ שֵא הָּ ים תַדְּ ֹּאמֶר אֱלֹהִׁ וַי

ינוֹ   מִׁ י לְּ רִׁ שֶׂה פְּ י עֹּ רִׁ יעַ זֶרַע עֵץ פְּ רִׁ עֵשֶׂב מַזְּ
י כֵן הִׁ רֶץ וַיְּ אָּ עוֹ בוֹ עַל הָּ :אֲשֶר זַרְּ  



Bereishis   Gen 1:16:7-11 

     Gen 1:16:12-16 

 

 

 

 

 

God made two great lights 

 the greater light to dominate the day V16:7-11 

 the lesser light to dominate the night V16:13-16. 

 

Notice that while it is clear that these lights refer to the sun and the moon they are not 

called sun and moon. 

These words refer to pagan deities.  Te Hebrew words for sun and moon are the 

names of the sun deity and moon deity in the Canaanite language-Shemes.   

 We do not want to suggest that God created these other deities. 

In verse 10 we refer to the sea ‘yam’ as in ‘Yamim’ seas plural, because Yam is the 

name of the sea god of the ancient Canaanites and we studiously avoid that term. 

This is called a process of “demythologizing.” 

 

     Gary Rendsburg 28 

And God made the two great luminaries: the 
great luminary to rule the day and the lesser 
luminary to rule the night, and the stars. 

רֹּת  . טז אֹּ נֵי הַמְּ ים אֶת שְּ וַיַעַשׂ אֱלֹהִׁ

שֶלֶת הַיוֹם   מֶמְּ ל לְּ דֹּ אוֹר הַגָּ ים אֶת הַמָּ לִׁ דֹּ הַגְּ

אֵת  ה וְּ לָּ שֶלֶת הַלַיְּ מֶמְּ ן לְּ טֹּ אוֹר הַקָּ אֶת הַמָּ וְּ
ים בִׁ :הַכוֹכָּ  



Bereishis   Gen 1:24:3-11 

     Gen 1:27:1-5 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Day 6 also have two stages of creation 

 

 6a.  creation of land animals 

 6b.  creation of mankind. 

 

     Gary Rendsburg p29 

And God said, "Let the earth bring forth living 
creatures according to their kind, cattle and 
creeping things and the beasts of the earth 
according to their kind," and it was so. 

רֶץ נֶפֶש  . כד אָּ ים תוֹצֵא הָּ ֹּאמֶר אֱלֹהִׁ וַי

תוֹ אֶרֶץ   חַיְּ ה וָּרֶמֶשׂ וְּ הֵמָּ ינָּהּ בְּ מִׁ חַיָּה לְּ
י כֵן הִׁ ינָּהּ וַיְּ מִׁ :לְּ  

And God created man in His image; in the 
image of God He created him; male and female 
He created them. 

ים. כז א אֱלֹהִׁ רָּ בְּ מוֹ  |  וַיִׁ צַלְּ ם בְּ דָּ אָּ אֶת הָּ

ה   קֵבָּ ר וּנְּ כָּ תוֹ זָּ א אֹּ רָּ ים בָּ צֶלֶם אֱלֹהִׁ בְּ
ם תָּ א אֹּ רָּ :בָּ  



Bereshis    Gen 1:26:3-5 

 

 

 

 

 

 

God said let us make man in our image 

 

This shows God’s humility.  He even sought advice from less than Himself (the 

angels) for such an important project. 

His use of the word ‘Us’ does not suggest multiple God’s.  In the next sentence “And 

God created (in the singular form)” disuades us from that thought.  The Torah 

uses the word ‘’Vayivra’ rather than ‘Vayivreu’. 

“And let man dominate the fish, flying creatures, cattle, earth and all creeping  

 things”.  This is the only place where the tasks of the created items is specified to 

show that it was for man’s sake that the universe was created. 

Man was created at the end of the sixth day. 

     Meam Loez 1:109 

And God said: 'Let us make man in our image, 
after our likeness; and let them have dominion 
over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of 
the air, and over the cattle, and over all the 
earth, and over every creeping thing that 
creepeth upon the earth.'  

ים כו ֹּאמֶר אֱלֹהִׁ מֵנוּ  , וַי צַלְּ ם בְּ דָּ נַעֲשֶׂה אָּ

מוּתֵנוּ דְּ מַיִׁם; כִׁ עוֹף הַשָּ גַת הַיָּם וּבְּ דְּ דוּ בִׁ רְּ יִׁ ,  וְּ

כָּל ה וּבְּ הֵמָּ רֶץ-וּבַבְּ אָּ כָּל, הָּ רֶמֶשׂ-וּבְּ מֵשׂ  , הָּ רֹּ הָּ

רֶץ-עַל אָּ .הָּ  



Bereshis    Genesis 1:26:3-4 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Let us make man. 

 

God created all the animals in pairs but man he created as a single individual.   

 

This suggests that anyone who kills an individual it is as though he destroyed the 

whole world all of mankind. 

 

And anyone who saves one individual it is as though he saved all of mankind. 

 

     Sanhedrin 38 

And God said, "Let us make man in our image, 
after our likeness, and they shall rule over the 
fish of the sea and over the fowl of the heaven 
and over the animals and over all the earth 
and over all the creeping things that creep 
upon the earth." 

מֵנוּ  . כו צַלְּ ם בְּ דָּ ים נַעֲשֶׂה אָּ ֹּאמֶר אֱלֹהִׁ וַי

ם   מַיִׁ עוֹף הַשָּ גַת הַיָּם וּבְּ דְּ דוּ בִׁ רְּ יִׁ מוּתֵנוּ וְּ דְּ כִׁ

מֵשׂ   רֹּ רֶמֶשׂ הָּ ל הָּ כָּ רֶץ וּבְּ אָּ ל הָּ כָּ ה וּבְּ הֵמָּ וּבַבְּ
רֶץ אָּ :עַל הָּ  



Bereishis   Gen 1:26:3-6 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“Let us make man in our image after our likeness”.   

 

The threefold use of the first person plural form.  To whom does ‘us’ or ‘our’ refer to? 

      1.  Reference to other gods?  Unlikely when we see how carefully the names 

                 of other deities were avoided. 

      2.  Reference to angels?  Suggested by some commentators but 

         a.  we do not hear of any angels in Genesis Chapter One. 

         b.  Angels in the book of Genesis are really considered manifestation              

                               of God Himself. 

      3.  We may be encountering the royal “we”.  This is the first time in our  

                 text where God refers to Himself and we can see Him more  

                 clearly as King of the world. 

      4.  Some commentators suggest that the threefold reference implies the    

   trinity.  But that is a concept that developed only 2000 years later. 

     Gary Rendsburg p29 

And God said, "Let us make man in our image, 
after our likeness, and they shall rule over the fish 
of the sea and over the fowl of the heaven and 
over the animals and over all the earth and over 
all the creeping things that creep upon the earth." 

מֵנוּ  . כו צַלְּ ם בְּ דָּ ים נַעֲשֶׂה אָּ ֹּאמֶר אֱלֹהִׁ וַי

עוֹף  גַת הַיָּם וּבְּ דְּ דוּ בִׁ רְּ יִׁ מוּתֵנוּ וְּ דְּ כִׁ

ל   כָּ רֶץ וּבְּ אָּ ל הָּ כָּ ה וּבְּ הֵמָּ ם וּבַבְּ מַיִׁ הַשָּ
רֶץ אָּ מֵשׂ עַל הָּ רֹּ רֶמֶשׂ הָּ :הָּ  



Bereshis    Gen 1:26:4 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Man 

 

Why did God create only one Adam and not many.  To demonstrate that: 

 -  each man is uniquely important. 

 -  if you save one man it is as though you saved the entire world.  

 -  there is only one God for if many people had been created at the same time 

 some might say that is proof there are many gods. 

 -  God has power and glory.  A maker of coins uses one mold and each coin 

 comes out alike.  But God created people in the mold of Adam yet no two 

 people are identical.  Like hand work made by an artist.  Each person is 

 unique and must respect himself as well as each and every other person. 

And God said: 'Let us make man in our image, 
after our likeness; and let them have dominion 
over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of 
the air, and over the cattle, and over all the 
earth, and over every creeping thing that 
creepeth upon the earth.'  

ים כו ֹּאמֶר אֱלֹהִׁ מֵנוּ  , וַי צַלְּ ם בְּ דָּ נַעֲשֶׂה אָּ

מוּתֵנוּ דְּ מַיִׁם; כִׁ עוֹף הַשָּ גַת הַיָּם וּבְּ דְּ דוּ בִׁ רְּ יִׁ ,  וְּ

כָּל ה וּבְּ הֵמָּ רֶץ-וּבַבְּ אָּ כָּל, הָּ רֶמֶשׂ-וּבְּ מֵשׂ  , הָּ רֹּ הָּ

רֶץ-עַל אָּ .הָּ  



Berechis    Gen 1:26:4 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Adam 

 

Aleph -     Adom      -  The human being 

Daled -     dibbur -  The power of speech 

Mem -     Maaseh -  The power of action 

            to make things. 

And God said, "Let us make man in our image, 
after our likeness, and they shall rule over the 
fish of the sea and over the fowl of the heaven 
and over the animals and over all the earth 
and over all the creeping things that creep 
upon the earth." 

מֵנוּ  . כו צַלְּ ם בְּ דָּ ים נַעֲשֶׂה אָּ ֹּאמֶר אֱלֹהִׁ וַי

ם   מַיִׁ עוֹף הַשָּ גַת הַיָּם וּבְּ דְּ דוּ בִׁ רְּ יִׁ מוּתֵנוּ וְּ דְּ כִׁ

מֵשׂ   רֹּ רֶמֶשׂ הָּ ל הָּ כָּ רֶץ וּבְּ אָּ ל הָּ כָּ ה וּבְּ הֵמָּ וּבַבְּ

רֶץ אָּ :עַל הָּ  



Bereshis    Gen 1:26:4 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Adam 

 

Was Adam Jewish?  -  No 

 

So all people come from the same father. 

 

Adam  -  all people black, white, yellow have a common origin. 

 

Who was the first Jewish person?  Abraham 

And God said: 'Let us make man in our image, 
after our likeness; and let them have dominion 
over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of 
the air, and over the cattle, and over all the 
earth, and over every creeping thing that 
creepeth upon the earth.'  

ים כו ֹּאמֶר אֱלֹהִׁ מֵנוּ  , וַי צַלְּ ם בְּ דָּ נַעֲשֶׂה אָּ

מוּתֵנוּ דְּ מַיִׁם; כִׁ עוֹף הַשָּ גַת הַיָּם וּבְּ דְּ דוּ בִׁ רְּ יִׁ ,  וְּ

כָּל ה וּבְּ הֵמָּ רֶץ-וּבַבְּ אָּ כָּל, הָּ רֶמֶשׂ-וּבְּ מֵשׂ  , הָּ רֹּ הָּ

רֶץ-עַל אָּ .הָּ  



Bereshis    Gen 1:27:10-11 

     Gen 1:28:1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Male and female he created them and God blessed them. 

 

This tells us that only after they had become two did God bless them. 

And God created man in His own image, in the 
image of God created He him; male and female 
created He them.  

ים אֶת כז א אֱלֹהִׁ רָּ בְּ מוֹ-וַיִׁ צַלְּ ם בְּ דָּ אָּ צֶלֶם , הָּ בְּ

תוֹ א אֹּ רָּ ים בָּ ה: אֱלֹהִׁ קֵבָּ ר וּנְּ כָּ ם, זָּ תָּ א אֹּ רָּ . בָּ  

And God blessed them, and God said to them, 
"Be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth and 
subdue it, and rule over the fish of the sea and 
over the fowl of the sky and over all the beasts 
that tread upon the earth. " 

הֶם . כח ֹּאמֶר לָּ ים וַי ם אֱלֹהִׁ תָּ רֶךְ אֹּ בָּ וַיְּ

הָּ   שֻׁ בְּ כִׁ רֶץ וְּ אָּ אוּ אֶת הָּ לְּ בוּ וּמִׁ רוּ וּרְּ ים פְּ אֱלֹהִׁ

ל חַיָּה  כָּ ם וּבְּ מַיִׁ עוֹף הַשָּ גַת הַיָּם וּבְּ דְּ דוּ בִׁ וּרְּ

רֶץ אָּ מֶשֶׂת עַל הָּ רֹּ :הָּ  



Bereshis    Gen 1:28:1-2 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

During the period of creation God did not list the items he created because if he had 

done so some people might deduce that he created the items in sequence when in 

fact all the items were created instantaneously.  To list them might give a false 

and untrue impression of their relative importance therefore God could not and 

did not do it that way. 

And God blessed them; and God said unto 
them: 'Be fruitful, and multiply, and replenish 
the earth, and subdue it; and have dominion 
over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of 
the air, and over every living thing that 
creepeth upon the earth.'  

ם כח תָּ רֶךְ אֹּ בָּ ים, וַיְּ ים  , אֱלֹהִׁ הֶם אֱלֹהִׁ ֹּאמֶר לָּ וַי

אוּ אֶת לְּ בוּ וּמִׁ רוּ וּרְּ רֶץ-פְּ אָּ הָּ , הָּ שֻׁ בְּ כִׁ דוּ  ; וְּ וּרְּ

גַת הַיָּם דְּ מַיִׁם, בִׁ עוֹף הַשָּ כָּל, וּבְּ , חַיָּה-וּבְּ

מֶשֶׂת עַל רֹּ רֶץ-הָּ אָּ .הָּ  



Bereshis    Gen 1:28:1-2 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

God could have created the world in one instant.  Why did he create the world over a 

6 day period instead of instantaneously? 

 

The soul, ‘Neshama’, needs a sense of accomplishment.  If all was made instantly a 

sense of progressive building and creating which man could emulate would not 

have occurred and the example to man that creating is a sequential stepwise 

ongoing process would have been missed.  This creative ability is one of the 

ways that man was created in God’s image and the stepwise creation of the world 

is a good example for man of that process. 

And God blessed them; and God said unto 
them: 'Be fruitful, and multiply, and replenish 
the earth, and subdue it; and have dominion 
over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of 
the air, and over every living thing that 
creepeth upon the earth.'  

ם כח תָּ רֶךְ אֹּ בָּ ים, וַיְּ ים  , אֱלֹהִׁ הֶם אֱלֹהִׁ ֹּאמֶר לָּ וַי

אוּ אֶת לְּ בוּ וּמִׁ רוּ וּרְּ רֶץ-פְּ אָּ הָּ , הָּ שֻׁ בְּ כִׁ דוּ  ; וְּ וּרְּ

גַת הַיָּם דְּ מַיִׁם, בִׁ עוֹף הַשָּ כָּל, וּבְּ , חַיָּה-וּבְּ

מֶשֶׂת עַל רֹּ רֶץ-הָּ אָּ .הָּ  



Bereshis    Gen 1:28:7-8 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Be fruitful and multiple said God to Adam and Eve 

 

Also said to Noah in G 9:1 and  G 9:7. 

 

Perhaps said 2 x to Noah for emphasis because Noah might be pessimistic and not 

want to raise children in a world that could be destroyed again and again. 

And God blessed them; and God said unto 
them: 'Be fruitful, and multiply, and replenish 
the earth, and subdue it; and have dominion 
over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of 
the air, and over every living thing that 
creepeth upon the earth.'  

ם כח תָּ רֶךְ אֹּ בָּ ים, וַיְּ ים  , אֱלֹהִׁ הֶם אֱלֹהִׁ ֹּאמֶר לָּ וַי

אוּ אֶת לְּ בוּ וּמִׁ רוּ וּרְּ רֶץ-פְּ אָּ הָּ , הָּ שֻׁ בְּ כִׁ דוּ  ; וְּ וּרְּ

גַת הַיָּם דְּ מַיִׁם, בִׁ עוֹף הַשָּ כָּל, וּבְּ , חַיָּה-וּבְּ

מֶשֶׂת עַל רֹּ רֶץ-הָּ אָּ .הָּ  



Bereshis    Gen 1:28:12 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

and subdue it 

 

Right to do research 

Medicine 

Science    

The Torah teaches that man is ordered to change the earth to subdue it for man’s 

benefit.  This is viewed as the Torah’s permission to do research in nature and all 

of God’s creations.  Rav Tendler 

But man is not to master man.  We are not allowed to change the gerome gene pool 

 recall the tower of Babel 

“Man is my servant”,  said God, “and he is not to be a slave or servant to anyone 

other than God”.  Rav Tendler 

And God blessed them; and God said unto 
them: 'Be fruitful, and multiply, and replenish 
the earth, and subdue it; and have dominion 
over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of 
the air, and over every living thing that 
creepeth upon the earth.'  

ם כח תָּ רֶךְ אֹּ בָּ ים, וַיְּ ים  , אֱלֹהִׁ הֶם אֱלֹהִׁ ֹּאמֶר לָּ וַי

אוּ אֶת לְּ בוּ וּמִׁ רוּ וּרְּ רֶץ-פְּ אָּ הָּ , הָּ שֻׁ בְּ כִׁ דוּ  ; וְּ וּרְּ

גַת הַיָּם דְּ מַיִׁם, בִׁ עוֹף הַשָּ כָּל, וּבְּ , חַיָּה-וּבְּ

מֶשֶׂת עַל רֹּ רֶץ-הָּ אָּ .הָּ  



Bereshis    Gen 1:20:3-7,8-15 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Day 5 creation of the fish:  3-7 

    creation of the birds:  8-15. 

 

     Gary Rendsburg p29 

And God said, "Let the waters swarm a 
swarming of living creatures, and let fowl fly 
over the earth, across the expanse of the 
heavens." 

יִׁם מָּ יעַ הַשָּ קִׁ נֵי רְּ רֶץ עַל פְּ אָּ עוֹפֵף עַל הָּ עוֹף יְּ :וְּ  

ם שֶרֶץ נֶפֶש חַיָּה. כ צוּ הַמַיִׁ רְּ שְּ ים יִׁ ֹּאמֶר אֱלֹהִׁ וַי  



Bereishis   Gen 1:31:10-15 

      

 

 

 

 

The six days of creation are aligned according to a pattern 

  

Day 1  creation of light             -  Day 4  creation of lights in the sky. 

Day 2  is about water.  It is       -  Day 5  God created fish which inhabit the waters     

            not being created                       and birds which inhabit the sky. 

      but is the object of God’s   

            creation.  The sky  

      separated the waters. 

Day 3  creation of dry land       -  Day 6  creation of land animals and humans 

            and vegetation.          both of whom inhabit dry land and eat  

             the vegetation. 

Between 1:29 and 1:30  -  God commands both man and animals to eat vegetation.  

 A harmonious world.  No killing. 

  

     Gary Rendsburg p31-32 

And God saw all that He had made, and behold 
it was very good, and it was evening and it was 
morning, the sixth day. 

נֵה  . לא הִׁ ה וְּ שָּׂ ל אֲשֶר עָּ ים אֶת כָּ א אֱלֹהִׁ וַיַרְּ
י שִׁ קֶר יוֹם הַשִׁ י בֹּ הִׁ י עֶרֶב וַיְּ הִׁ ד וַיְּ אֹּ :טוֹב מְּ  



Bereshis    Gen 1:31:14-15 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The sixth day 

 

The definite article ‘heh in the word ‘hashishi’ is not used with the other days of 

creation. 

It signifies with the ‘heh’ that the five books of the Torah were given and accepted by 

the children of Israel on the sixth day.  The 6th day of Sivan which is the date for 

Shavuos. 

It also indicates that creation was now completed.  Creation began on the 25th of Elul 

and was completed on the first of Tishrei, Rosh Hashonah, the birthday of the 

world. 

On the sixth day of creation people must give an account as to how well they kept the 

5 books of the Torah p 91 

And God saw every thing that He had made, 
and, behold, it was very good. And there was 
evening and there was morning, the sixth day. 
{P}  

ים אֶת לא א אֱלֹהִׁ ה-כָּל-וַיַרְּ שָּׂ נֵה, אֲשֶר עָּ הִׁ -וְּ

ד אֹּ י; טוֹב מְּ הִׁ י-וַיְּ הִׁ קֶר-עֶרֶב וַיְּ י, בֹּ שִׁ .  יוֹם הַשִׁ

{ פ}  



Bereshis    Gen 2:1:1 

 

 

 

 

 

Finished 

 

Completed     -    ‘Vayechulu’ 

Complete       -    ‘Vayecghal’ 

Rested         -     ‘Vayishbosh’ 

 

If His work was completed of course he rested it seems redundant. 

 

No, on the 7th day he created rest.  Rest was not passive.  God created the absence of 

work. 

And the heaven and the earth were finished, 
and all the host of them. 

רֶץ א אָּ הָּ ם וְּ מַיִׁ כֻׁלוּ הַשָּ כָּל, וַיְּ ם-וְּ אָּ בָּ .צְּ  



Bereshis    Gen 2:2:3 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On the seventh day 

 

The ‘bais’ in ‘bayom’’ “day”, with a patach vowel is equal to ‘bais heh’, as 

though it was ‘behiyom’, on the seventh day”.   (The ‘heh’ is the definite 

article).   

 

This indicates that the day of God’s rest is the same seventh day that the Jews are 

commanded to observe as their rest day. 

And God completed on the seventh day His 
work that He did, and He abstained on the 
seventh day from all His work that He did. 

תוֹ אֲשֶר . ב לַאכְּ י מְּ יעִׁ בִׁ ים בַיוֹם הַשְּ כַל אֱלֹהִׁ וַיְּ

תוֹ   לַאכְּ ל מְּ כָּ י מִׁ יעִׁ בִׁ ת בַיוֹם הַשְּ בֹּ שְּ ה וַיִׁ שָּׂ עָּ

ה שָּׂ :אֲשֶר עָּ  



Bereshis    Genesis 2:2:8 

 

 

 

 

 

 

and he rested. 

 

Reminds us about the creation of the world in 6 days and he rested on the 7th day. 

 

Isn’t it strange that we don’t celebrate the created items.  We don’ t celebrate on Sun, 

Mon, Tues, etc, but we celebrate the cessation of creation. 

 

We are taught that there is a time to stop creating to stop doing. 

 

God is the Almighty  -  ‘Shadai – mi sheomar die’. 

And God completed on the seventh day His 
work that He did, and He abstained on the 
seventh day from all His work that He did. 

תוֹ אֲשֶר . ב לַאכְּ י מְּ יעִׁ בִׁ ים בַיוֹם הַשְּ כַל אֱלֹהִׁ וַיְּ

תוֹ   לַאכְּ ל מְּ כָּ י מִׁ יעִׁ בִׁ ת בַיוֹם הַשְּ בֹּ שְּ ה וַיִׁ שָּׂ עָּ

ה שָּׂ :אֲשֶר עָּ  



Bereshis    Gen 2:3:5 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6 days of creation  -  7th devoted to God 

6 physical directions  7th – inner man 

 

Menorah  -  6 arms  -  7th central stem 

6 sidre Mishneh  -  7th Torah itself 

And God blessed the seventh day, and 
hallowed it; because that in it He rested from 
all His work which God in creating had made. 
{P}  

ים אֶת ג רֶךְ אֱלֹהִׁ בָּ י-וַיְּ יעִׁ בִׁ תוֹ, יוֹם הַשְּ קַדֵש אֹּ :  וַיְּ

כָּל בַת מִׁ י בוֹ שָּ תוֹ-כִׁ לַאכְּ ים  -אֲשֶר, מְּ א אֱלֹהִׁ רָּ בָּ

{פ}. לַעֲשׂוֹת  



Bereshis    Gen 2:3:10,12 

 

 

 

 

 

He 

His work 

 

Seems repetitive 

 

Not so. 

 On the 7th day he sanctified it he abstained from all his work that God had to do. 

 

This tells us that continuing the work of creation now is man’s job.  For example: 

 -  by circumcising his sons 

 -  by learning the secrets of nature and using them for benefit. 

And God blessed the seventh day, and 
hallowed it; because that in it He rested from 
all His work which God in creating had made. 
{P}  

ים אֶת ג רֶךְ אֱלֹהִׁ בָּ י-וַיְּ יעִׁ בִׁ תוֹ, יוֹם הַשְּ קַדֵש אֹּ :  וַיְּ

כָּל בַת מִׁ י בוֹ שָּ תוֹ-כִׁ לַאכְּ ים  -אֲשֶר, מְּ א אֱלֹהִׁ רָּ בָּ

{פ}. לַעֲשׂוֹת  



Bereshis    Gen 2:4:1-2 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

These are the products of heaven and earth. 

 

God created the world in the fullest most complete and perfect fashion and the full 

spelling of Toldos, with two vov’s, signifies that. 

These are the generations of the heavens and 
the earth when they were created, on the day 
that the Lord God made earth and heaven. 

ם  . ד אָּ רְּ בָּ הִׁ רֶץ בְּ אָּ הָּ ם וְּ מַיִׁ דוֹת הַשָּ אֵלֶה תוֹלְּ

ם יִׁ מָּ שָּ ים אֶרֶץ וְּ וָּה אֱלֹהִׁ הֹּ יוֹם עֲשׂוֹת יְּ :בְּ  



Bereshis    Gen 2:4:1-4    

 

 

 

 

 

These are the products of heaven and earth. 

 

Fire was created but not revealed it was hidden in the rock till man needed fire.  

Adam needed light after Shabbos. 

Then Adam hit the rocks together and released the fire 

 Bore Meoreh Haesh on Saturday night. 

 

Saturday night was the first night that was dark and Adam saw the creation and the 

manifestation of fire.   

 

Fire has unusual properties.  Fire is hidden in the rock yet the rock is not hot.  The 

rock can be in water for years yet taken out of the water struck with another rock 

and fire comes forth.  The fire can be extinguished by throwing water or earth or 

other rocks on it. 

These are the generations of the heavens and 
the earth when they were created, on the day 
that the Lord God made earth and heaven. 

ם  . ד אָּ רְּ בָּ הִׁ רֶץ בְּ אָּ הָּ ם וְּ מַיִׁ דוֹת הַשָּ אֵלֶה תוֹלְּ

ם יִׁ מָּ שָּ ים אֶרֶץ וְּ וָּה אֱלֹהִׁ הֹּ יוֹם עֲשׂוֹת יְּ :בְּ  



Bereshis    Gen 2:4:5 

 

 

 

 

 

These are the products of the heaven and earth when they were created. 

 

That word can be divided to create two words, ‘behi’ and ‘barum’.  ‘With God he 

created them’. 

 

‘Heh’ is a sound made with little effort.  Just a breath.  This symbolizes the effortless 

creation of the world and therefore when written in the Torah scroll that ‘heh’ is 

written small. 

 

The Talmud explains that God used the letters ‘yud’ and ‘heh’ which form God’s 

name, to create the universe.  With the letter ‘yud’ he created the world to come.  

With the letter ‘heh’ he created this world.   Merachos 29b. 

These are the generations of the heaven and 
of the earth when they were created, in the 
day that the LORD God made earth and 
heaven.  

רֶץ ד אָּ הָּ ם וְּ מַיִׁ דוֹת הַשָּ , אֵלֶה תוֹלְּ

םהִ בְּ  אָּ רְּ יוֹם: בָּ ים, בְּ הוָּה אֱלֹהִׁ --עֲשׂוֹת יְּ

יִׁם מָּ שָּ   .אֶרֶץ וְּ



Bereshis    Gen 2:4:5 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

These are the products of heaven and earth when they were created. 

 

The letters in the name Abraham  

Are rearrangements of the letters in the word ‘behibaram’. 

 

 

This testifies to the fact that heaven and earth were created in Abraham’s merit. 

God created the world with the letter ‘heh’ and added the letter  ‘heh’to ‘avram’ 

 to make him ‘Avraham’  -  to recognize that avram was the first person to 

recognize that God was the creator. 

These are the generations of the heaven and 
of the earth when they were created, in the 
day that the LORD God made earth and 
heaven.  

רֶץ ד אָּ הָּ ם וְּ מַיִׁ דוֹת הַשָּ , אֵלֶה תוֹלְּ

םהִ בְּ  אָּ רְּ יוֹם: בָּ הוָּה  , בְּ עֲשׂוֹת יְּ

ים יִׁם--אֱלֹהִׁ מָּ שָּ אֶרֶץ וְּ .  



Bereishis    Gen 2:4a:3-4 

     Gen 2:4b:10-11 

      

 
 

 

 

There are two stories of creation Gen I and Gen II 

Gen I cosmocentric  Gen II anthropocentric 

 

1. Gen I such is the story of heaven and earth Gen 1:1 and Gen 2:4a 

 Gen II when the Lord God made earth and heaven Gen 2:4b 

2. Gen I Elohim – God  

3. Gen II  Yahweh Lord God.  

4. Gen I method of creation is by fiat – creation by the spoken word 

 Gen II God has to physically do things 

   God forms man V7 

   God plants a garden V8 

   God forms the animals  V19 

   God builds woman out of man’s rib V22 

5. The order of creation is different in Gen I day 3 vegetation day 5&6 animals and last 

 half of verse 6 mankind. 

 In Gen II man is created first, then vegetation  (Garden of Eden) and finally the  animals. 

6. Gen I man and woman created 1:26-27 Gen II man created and woman is created later 

 from man’s rib. 

7. Creation of the sun, moon and stars is not even mentioned in Gen II. 

     Gary Rendsburg p43 

 

These are the generations of the heavens 
and the earth when they were created, on 
the day that the Lord God made earth and 
heaven. 

ם  . ד אָּ רְּ בָּ הִׁ רֶץ בְּ אָּ הָּ ם וְּ מַיִׁ דוֹת הַשָּ אֵלֶה תוֹלְּ

ם יִׁ מָּ שָּ ים אֶרֶץ וְּ וָּה אֱלֹהִׁ הֹּ יוֹם עֲשׂוֹת יְּ  בְּ



Bereishis   Gen 2:4a:3-4 

     Gen 2:4b:10-11 

      

 

 

 

 

Cosmocentric 

 

Focuses on God 

Sky waters sun, moon, stars, seas and dry land.  The cosmos heaven is placed first-

heaven and earth. 

Anthropocentric  -  Then in the second half of the sentence it turns anthropocentric. 

 Focuses on Man. 

 Man is created first. 

 Only things that happen here on earth are mentioned. 

 Verbs are those that humans can do human actions builds, forms, plants a garden. 

 Earth is placed first – earth and heaven.  

You have a religion centered on God and an appreciation of man.  You have to have 

both. 

     Gary Rendsburg p31-32 

These are the generations of the heavens 
and the earth when they were created, on 
the day that the Lord God made earth and 
heaven. 

רֶץ  . ד אָּ הָּ ם וְּ מַיִׁ דוֹת הַשָּ אֵלֶה תוֹלְּ

ים   וָּה אֱלֹהִׁ הֹּ יוֹם עֲשׂוֹת יְּ ם בְּ אָּ רְּ בָּ הִׁ בְּ
ם יִׁ מָּ שָּ  אֶרֶץ וְּ



Bereshis    Gen 2:7:1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

And God, formed man 

 

Note the double yud in ‘vayitzar’.  It suggests: 

 

The dual nature of man 

 mortal and immortal 

 earthly and heavenly 

 good and evil. 

 

Man is created for both this world and the world to come. 

     Midrash Rabbah 

     Munk 126 

Then the LORD God formed man of the dust of 
the ground, and breathed into his nostrils the 
breath of life; and man became a living soul.  

ים אֶת ז הוָּה אֱלֹהִׁ יצֶר יְּ ם-וַיִׁ דָּ אָּ ן, הָּ ר מִׁ פָּ -עָּ

ה מָּ אֲדָּ יו, הָּ אַפָּ פַח בְּ ים, וַיִׁ מַת חַיִׁ שְּ י  ; נִׁ הִׁ וַיְּ

ם דָּ אָּ נֶפֶש חַיָּה, הָּ .לְּ  



Bereshis    Gen 2:7:15-16 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

And he blew into his nostrils the spirit of life and man became a living soul. 

 

The soul God instilled was the intelligent soul.  The speaking ability with which man 

alone is endowed.  It is the expression of his intelligence. 

 

     Meam Loez 14:XV  Intro 

Then the LORD God formed man of the dust of 
the ground, and breathed into his nostrils the 
breath of life; and man became a living soul.  

ים אֶת ז הוָּה אֱלֹהִׁ יצֶר יְּ ם-וַיִׁ דָּ אָּ ן, הָּ ר מִׁ פָּ -עָּ

ה מָּ אֲדָּ יו, הָּ אַפָּ פַח בְּ ים, וַיִׁ מַת חַיִׁ שְּ י  ; נִׁ הִׁ וַיְּ

ם דָּ אָּ נֶפֶש חַיָּה, הָּ .לְּ  



Bereishis   Gen 2:9:16-19 

      

 

 

 

 

 

The tree of knowledge. 

 

Eternal life was the guest of the pagan people of the middle east.  The Egyptians 

who built pyramids for themselves to inhabit when they arise from the dead 

and the story of the Gilgamesh Epic from Babylonia written in the Sumerian 

language where the hero Gilgamesh seeks the secret of eternal life. 

Israel rejects this notion though God expresses concern that Adam and Eve might 

eat from the tree of life.  But immortality is not attainable, it would be a 

fruitless pursuit.  The pursuit of knowledge was the true human guest.  This 

defines us as human beings, and is at the very core of our culture, society, 

religion and way of life. 

     Gary Rendsburg p75 

And the Lord God caused to sprout from the 
ground every tree pleasant to see and good to 
eat, and the Tree of Life in the midst of the 
garden, and the Tree of Knowledge of good 
and evil. 

ל . ט ה כָּ מָּ אֲדָּ ן הָּ ים מִׁ וָּה אֱלֹהִׁ הֹּ מַח יְּ וַיַצְּ

עֵץ   ל וְּ מַאֲכָּ טוֹב לְּ אֶה וְּ מַרְּ ד לְּ מָּ עֵץ נֶחְּ
ע עֵץ הַדַעַת טוֹב וָּרָּ ן וְּ תוֹךְ הַגָּ ים בְּ :הַחַיִׁ  



Bereshis    Gen 2:15:9-10 

 

 

 

 

To work it and to guard it 

 

Food was freely available to Adam his task to work it and to guard it was meant to be 

a purely spiritual one:  to work in the study of Torah and to guard all its 

commandments. 

And the LORD God took the man, and put him 
into the garden of Eden to work it and to guard it.  

ים טו הוָּה אֱלֹהִׁ קַח יְּ ם-אֶת, וַיִׁ דָּ אָּ חֵהוּ ; הָּ וַיַנִׁ

גַן הּ, עֵדֶן-בְּ רָּ מְּ שָּ הּ וּלְּ דָּ בְּ עָּ .לְּ  



Bereshis    Gen 2:17:12-13 

 

 

 

 

 

 

You will surely die 

 

 but they didn’t  -  Did God lie?  -  No. 

Because they do die. 

 

They don’t die then  -  but they become mortal on that day and are doomed to 

eventually die because they ate from the forbidden tree. 

But of the Tree of Knowledge of good and evil 
you shall not eat of it, for on the day that you 
eat thereof, you shall surely die." 

י . יז מֶנוּ כִׁ ֹּא תֹּאכַל מִׁ ע ל וּמֵעֵץ הַדַעַת טוֹב וָּרָּ

מוּת מֶנוּ מוֹת תָּ ךָ מִׁ לְּ יוֹם אֲכָּ :בְּ  



Bereshis    Gen 2:18:11-12 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A helpmate against him 

 

Against him   =   next to him  =  a support to him. 

And the LORD God said: 'It is not good that the 
man should be alone; I will make him a help 
make opposite him.'  

ים יח הוָּה אֱלֹהִׁ ֹּאמֶר יְּ ם  -לֹּא, וַי דָּ אָּ טוֹב הֱיוֹת הָּ

בַדוֹ דוֹ, לוֹ עֵזֶר-אֶעֱשֶׂה; לְּ נֶגְּ .כְּ  



Bereshis    Gen 3:1:1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The serpent watched the first of men there was no Eve in Eden then. 

 

The Serpent heard him curse his fate because he could not find a mate. 

The serpent smiled, and by his side that evening Adam found a bride. 

“You’ve come…but whence?”… Eve told a fib.  She said that she was Adam’s rib. 

Could this, he wondered, be a fact?  He felt his ribs.  They were intact. 

So were the cat’s, he found; the hare’s the parrot’s and the polar bear’s. 

He knew that he was made of clay.  What Eve might be he couldn’t say. 

He loved her.  She was all he had but her deception made him sad. 

Then, late one day, with startled eye.  He saw a friend of Eve’s go by. 

And as that friend went writhing on.  T’was plain to see its ribs were gone. 

Yet Adam hated to believe.  It was the serpent who fathered Eve. 

Now the serpent was cunning, more than all 
the beasts of the field that the Lord God had 
made, and it said to the woman, "Did God 
indeed say, 'You shall not eat of any of the 
trees of the garden?'" 

דֶה  . א ל חַיַת הַשָּ כֹּ רוּם מִׁ יָּה עָּ ש הָּ הַנָּחָּ וְּ

ה   שָּ אִׁ ֹּאמֶר אֶל הָּ ים וַי וָּה אֱלֹהִׁ הֹּ ה יְּ שָּׂ אֲשֶר עָּ

ן ל עֵץ הַגָּ כֹּ לוּ מִׁ ֹּא תֹּאכְּ ים ל מַר אֱלֹהִׁ י אָּ :אַף כִׁ  



Bereshis    Gen 3:3:11-13 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We are not to eat of it nor to touch it. 

 

See G 2:17 

  

God did not say anything about touching. 

Why did Eve say this to the snake? 

Her addition did result in a bad outcome.  Where nothing happened after touching the 

true concern about God’s wanting was deminished and she therefore could go 

ahead and eat from it. 

But of the fruit of the tree that is in the 
midst of the garden, God said, "You shall 
not eat of it, and you shall not touch it, 
lest you die.'" 

ֹּא  . ג ים ל מַר אֱלֹהִׁ ן אָּ תוֹךְ הַגָּ עֵץ אֲשֶר בְּ י הָּ רִׁ פְּ וּמִׁ

תוּן מֻׁ עוּ בוֹ פֶן תְּ גְּ ֹּא תִׁ ל מֶנוּ וְּ לוּ מִׁ :תֹּאכְּ  



Bereshis    Gen 3:6:16-21 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

She ate and she gave it to her husband and he ate. 

 

When Eve gave Adam the apple to eat.  The sun was so embarrassed it immediately 

had an eclipse but the moon kept shining and smiling. 

 

So the moon was punished -  it gradually disappears and gets smaller and smaller 

every month only to be born again at the new moon and then grow old and 

thinner each day again. 

And the woman saw that the tree was good for 
food and that it was a delight to the eyes, and 
the tree was desirable to make one wise; so 
she took of its fruit, and she ate, and she gave 
also to her husband with her, and he ate. 

י . ו כִׁ ל וְּ מַאֲכָּ עֵץ לְּ י טוֹב הָּ ה כִׁ שָּ אִׁ וַתֵרֶא הָּ

יל   כִׁ הַשְּׂ עֵץ לְּ ד הָּ מָּ נֶחְּ ם וְּ עֵינַיִׁ תַאֲוָּה הוּא לָּ

הּ   מָּ הּ עִׁ ישָּ אִׁ תֵן גַם לְּ יוֹ וַתֹּאכַל וַתִׁ רְּ פִׁ קַח מִׁ וַתִׁ

ֹּאכַל :וַי  



Bereshis    Gen 3:9:8 

 

 

 

 

God asks of Adam “where are you?” 

  

‘Aiekah’ could be spelled with an end ‘kuf’ and not have the ‘heh’. 

The extra ‘heh’ symbolizes man’s freedom of choice.  The three walls of the printed 

letter ‘heh’ can protect a person if he chooses its spiritual and moral boundaries 

but he can choose to leave by the opening on the bottom. 

 

There is a small opening at the top where a person can reenter and be forgiven.  A 

repentant sinner can be drawn back into hashem again.  God gave Adam this 

extra ‘heh’ with the openings in it to do teshuvah and return and repent. 

 

The word Teshuvah can be read in two parts, ‘Tashuv’ to return and ‘heh’ to God. 

The ‘heh’ in the word teshuvah has a ‘tag’ a crownlet on top suggesting that “if the 

sinner returns I will place a crown on him”.    Menochos 29B 

And the LORD God called unto the man, and 
said unto him: 'Where art thou?'  

ים ט הוָּה אֱלֹהִׁ א יְּ רָּ קְּ ם-אֶל, וַיִׁ דָּ אָּ ֹּאמֶר לוֹ; הָּ .אַיֶכָּה, וַי  



Bereshis    Gen 3:9:8 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

God asks of Adam “Where are you” 

 

Could be vowelized ‘Aicha’,  -  alas  -  lament. 

 

God lamented Adam’s failure to keep the one and only commandment given to him. 

 

     Lamentations 1:1  

And the LORD God called unto the man, and 
said unto him: 'Where art thou?'  

ים ט הוָּה אֱלֹהִׁ א יְּ רָּ קְּ ם-אֶל, וַיִׁ דָּ אָּ ֹּאמֶר לוֹ; הָּ .אַיֶכָּה, וַי  



Bereshis    Gen 3:9:8 

 

 

 

 

 

 

God asks of Adam “Where are you?” 

 

Did God really not know where Adam was? 

Of course he did. 

 

He was really asking where are you in relationship to following my laws and in 

regard to me being the ultimate authority.  This gave Adam a chance to think 

about what he had done and perform Teshuvah by returning to God through the 

space near the top of the ‘heh’ “Where are you?”  means “What have you done?” 

And the LORD God called unto the man, and 
said unto him: 'Where art thou?'  

ים ט הוָּה אֱלֹהִׁ א יְּ רָּ קְּ ם-אֶל, וַיִׁ דָּ אָּ ֹּאמֶר לוֹ; הָּ .אַיֶכָּה, וַי  



BereShis    Gen 3:10:7-8 

 

 

 

 

 

Because I am naked 

 

 

What did the insurance agent say to Adam and Eve? 

 

Answer:  I can see you are not covered. 

And he said, "I heard Your voice in the garden, 
and I was afraid because I am naked; so I hid." 

ם . י י עֵירֹּ א כִׁ ירָּ ן וָּאִׁ י בַגָּ תִׁ מַעְּ ךָ שָּ לְּ ֹּאמֶר אֶת קֹּ וַי

בֵא י וָּאֵחָּ כִׁ נֹּ :אָּ  



Bereishis   Gen 3:11:10-13 

      

 

 

 

 

 

Main point is that man cannot live up to the simplest of God’s commands. 

 

God told Adam don’t eat from the tree of knowledge.  It is actually called “The 

tree of knowledge of good and evil”.  Is that what the tree was about only 

good and evil or does it really include everything in between like it would 

have said, ‘the tree of knowledge from A to Z’.  Known as a merism-an all 

inclusive phrase which expresses the totality of all knowledge. 

This is less a story of how man gained evil but how man gained knowledge which 

is the trait that distinguishes man from the animals. 

Far from being the fall of man we are dealing here with the rise of man. 

And this story introduces us to the concept of free will. 

  

     Gary Rendsburg p47 

And He said, "Who told you that you are 
naked? Have you eaten from the tree of 
which I commanded you not to eat?" 

ן  . יא ה הֲמִׁ תָּ י עֵירֹּם אָּ ךָ כִׁ יד לְּ גִׁ י הִׁ ֹּאמֶר מִׁ וַי

מֶנוּ   ל מִׁ י אֲכָּ תִׁ לְּ בִׁ יךָ לְּ יתִׁ וִּׁ עֵץ אֲשֶר צִׁ הָּ
תָּ  לְּ כָּ :אָּ  



Bereshis    Gen 3:12:7-9 

 

 

 

 

 

Notice how: 

 

 -  Adam blames Eve and blames God for giving him Eve 

 -  Eve blames the serpent 

 -  The serpent – does not get a chance to defend himself. 

 

He could have said: 

 

It is God’s fault – You gave me this nature and therefore I did it.  You did it. 

Or  -  I was not commanded not to eat from the tree they (Adam and Eve) were 

commanded not to eat it. 

 

Bad precedent.  Torah teaches us here to blame others for our faults. 

And the man said: 'The woman whom Thou 
gavest to be with me, she gave me of the tree, 
and I did eat.'  

ֹּאמֶר יב ם, וַי דָּ אָּ י: הָּ דִׁ מָּ ה עִׁ ה אֲשֶר נָּתַתָּ שָּ אִׁ ,  הָּ

נָּה וא נָּתְּ ן-הִׁ י מִׁ כֵל-לִׁ עֵץ וָּאֹּ .הָּ  



Bereshis    Gen 3:19:4 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bread - ‘lechem’ is a cognate with the word for war, ‘milchamah’. 

The struggle for sustenance may result in war 

 

Just as the letter zayin stands for ‘mazon’ sustenance. 

 

It is shaped like a spear an instrument of war. 

 

Cognate – words of a similar etymological origin. 

 

In the sweat of thy face shalt thou eat bread, 
till thou return unto the ground; for out of it 
wast thou taken; for dust thou art, and unto 
dust shalt thou return.'  

זֵעַת אַפֶיךָ יט ךָ אֶל, תֹּאכַל לֶחֶם, בְּ -עַד שוּבְּ

ה מָּ אֲדָּ תָּ , הָּ חְּ מֶנָּה לֻׁקָּ י מִׁ י: כִׁ ה-כִׁ ר אַתָּ פָּ ,  עָּ

אֶל שוּב-וְּ ר תָּ פָּ . עָּ  



Bereshis    Gen 3:21:1-3 

 

 

 

 

 

 

God made vestments of skin for Adam and his wife. 

 

Note:  God made them Himself 

 

     Meam Loez 2:101 

And the LORD God made for Adam and for his 
wife garments of skins, and clothed them. {P}  

תוֹ כא שְּ אִׁ ם וּלְּ דָּ אָּ ים לְּ הוָּה אֱלֹהִׁ ,  וַיַעַשׂ יְּ

נוֹת עוֹר תְּ שֵם--כָּ בִׁ {פ}. וַיַלְּ  



Bereshis    Gen 

          Terah  -   Amitlai 

 

      Nahor Abraham         Sarah Lot – Edith 

                 (Shacharit) 

        Ismael  Paltit 

      Bethuel      Isaac 

   (Minchah) 

 

   Laban   Rebecca         

      

Rachel  Leah     Jacob  Esau  -  fully formed 

                                  (Maariv) 

                          Ekev – heel  -  deceitful 

       Torah  Sin 

     Solomon Vespasian  -  destroyed the  

         Rome              Temple 

      already   

   circumcised         never circumcised – There was the figure of a serpent 

 Yaakov  Yud  -  10 commandments on his foreskin. 

       Ayin  -   70 elders 

       Kuf   - 100 Ells of the Temple 

                     Bais  -    2 Tablets of Stone 

The classic tales p80  Israel – one who struggles with God. 

 

      

    



Bereshis    Medicine   Gen 4:9:11-13 

                  Genes 

 

 

 

 

Am I my brother keeper? 

 

When Cain answered God “am I my brothers keeper?”  what was Cain really saying? 

He was saying to God.  You God are my brother’s keeper.  You make me this way. 

 with these tendencies.  This is the same ‘chuzpadik” response that his father Adam 

gave to God when God asked him about his having eaten from the tree which God 

commanded him not to eat saying “The woman whom you gave to be with me, she 

gave me of the tree and I ate”, thus blaming God and blaming Eve. 

He did not take responsibility for his actions. 

Just as nowadays we claim that there might be a gene for schizophrenia and 

aggressiveness.  Many consider that as an excuse for that behavior.  We don’t take 

responsibility, but can pass it off on fate, God or genetics. 

Every person has certain tendencies.  We must overcome and discipline those 

tendencies to have correct behavior. 

     Rav Tendler 1995 

And the LORD said unto Cain: 'Where is Abel 
thy brother?' And he said: 'I know not; am I my 
brother's keeper?'  

הוָּה אֶל ט ֹּאמֶר יְּ ן-וַי יךָ, קַיִׁ חִׁ ; אֵי הֶבֶל אָּ

י תִׁ ֹּא יָּדַעְּ ֹּאמֶר ל י, וַי כִׁ נֹּ י אָּ חִׁ מֵר אָּ .הֲשֹּ  



Bereshis    Gen 4:12:10-13 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A wanderer shall you be in the earth. 

 

After Cain killed his brother Able he was punished with exile in the form of 

permanent wandering.  Adam was astonished at the mildness of the sentence.  

When Cain explained that he had repented and was granted clemency. 

 

Adam apparently did not repent properly after his sins in the Garden of Eden and he 

cried out,  “I did not know the power of repentance”.  God accepts repentance as 

through the sin had never been done. 

When thou tillest the ground, it shall not 
henceforth yield unto thee her strength; a 
fugitive and a wanderer shalt thou be in the 
earth.'  

ד אֶת יב י תַעֲבֹּ ה-כִׁ מָּ אֲדָּ סֵף תֵת-לֹּא, הָּ -תֹּ

ךְ הּ לָּ חָּ רֶץ, נָּע וָּנָּד; כֹּ אָּ יֶה בָּ הְּ .תִׁ  



Bereshis    Gen 4:12:10-13 

 

 

 

 

 

 

You will become a vagrant and a wanderer. 

 

Why was Cain not killed as punishment for the murder? 

 

 1.  No other brothers are around to kill each other so execution would not prevent 

 further  murders. 

 

 2.  It was a crime of passion and we usually don’t execute persons who kill out of 

 passion. 

 

 3.  God did execute him eventually after seven generations (Gen 4:15) by the 

 hand of the blind Lamech who shot Cain with an arrow  Gen 4:24. 

When thou tillest the ground, it shall not 
henceforth yield unto thee her strength; a 
fugitive and a wanderer shalt thou be in the 
earth.'  

ד אֶת יב י תַעֲבֹּ ה-כִׁ מָּ אֲדָּ סֵף תֵת-לֹּא, הָּ -תֹּ

ךְ הּ לָּ חָּ רֶץ, נָּע וָּנָּד; כֹּ אָּ יֶה בָּ הְּ .תִׁ  



Bereshis    Gen 4:25:12-15 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Called his name Seth because God gave me another son in place of Abel. 

And Adam knew his wife again; and she bore a 
son, and called his name Seth: 'for God gave 
me another seed instead of Abel; for Cain slew 
him.'  

ם עוֹד כה דָּ תוֹ-אֶת, וַיֵדַע אָּ שְּ ,  וַתֵלֶד בֵן, אִׁ

א אֶת רָּ קְּ מוֹ שֵת-וַתִׁ ת: שְּ י שָּ ים-כִׁ י אֱלֹהִׁ זֶרַע  , לִׁ

ן, תַחַת הֶבֶל--אַחֵר יִׁ גוֹ קָּ י הֲרָּ .כִׁ  



Bereshis    Gen 5:24:5 

 

 

 

 

and was no more 

 

The Torah does not say that Enoch died as it says about each of the others. 

This may suggest that he went up to heaven alive taken by God. 

 

  also see Gen 42:13 

  and Gen 42:32 

 

There it says that Joseph was no more ‘ainenu’, to suggest that the brothers do not 

claim Joseph is dead but that he is no longer – a more honest statement since his 

fate is not clear to them.  Perhaps now they are more honest then before, when 

the brothers permitted Jacob to sit Shivah (to mourn) for Joseph. 

 

     Rabbi Norman Crandus 

And Enoch walked with God, and he was not; 
for God took him. {S}  

הַלֵךְ חֲנוֹךְ כד תְּ ים-אֶת, וַיִׁ אֱלֹהִׁ אֵינֶנוּ; הָּ י, וְּ -כִׁ

ים תוֹ אֱלֹהִׁ קַח אֹּ {ס}. לָּ  



Bereshis    Gen 5:32:8-12 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A verse containing five words each composed of two letters see: 

 Gen 5:32,  Bereishis 

 Gen 35:17  Vayishlch 

 Shemos 17:16  B’Shalach  

And Noah was five hundred years old; and 
Noah begot Shem, Ham, and Japheth.  

י לב הִׁ חַ -וַיְּ נָּה-בֶן, נֹּ חַ ; חֲמֵש מֵאוֹת שָּ ,  וַיוֹלֶד נֹּ

אֶת-שֵם אֶת-אֶת ם וְּ .יָּפֶת-חָּ  



Bereshis    Gen 6:1:1-4 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Adam was created after everything else was created.  If he conducts himself properly 

he will be honored as the first item of creation since his soul was created before 

anything else. 

 

If he conducts himself poorly he will be reminded that he was created last and that 

even the lowly flea and gnat were created before him. 

 

The word ‘Vayehi’ presages trouble (Megillah 10b).  This passage begins the account 

of man’s descent. 

 

     Meam Loez 2:3 

And it came to pass, when men began to 
multiply on the face of the earth, and 
daughters were born unto them,  

י א י כִׁ הִׁ ם-וַיְּ דָּ אָּ רֹּב עַל, הֵחֵל הָּ ה-לָּ מָּ אֲדָּ נֵי הָּ ;  פְּ

נוֹת הֶם, וּבָּ דוּ לָּ .יֻׁלְּ  



Bereshis    Gen 6:3:11-15 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Man’s life shall be a hundred and twenty years.   

 

This looks as though God limits man’s lifetime from this time forward to a maximum 

of 120 years. 

 

But it is not so sine subsequent persons in the Torah do live longer than 120 years 

 i.e., Noah. 

 

Perhaps it is better to say He gave mankind 120 years to repent or be destroyed. 

And the LORD said: 'My spirit shall not abide in 
man for ever, for that he also is flesh; therefore 
shall his days be a hundred and twenty years.'  

הוָּה ג ֹּאמֶר יְּ ם-לֹּא, וַי לָּ עֹּ ם לְּ דָּ אָּ י בָּ , יָּדוֹן רוּחִׁ

שַגַם ר, בְּ שָּׂ יו; הוּא בָּ יוּ יָּמָּ הָּ ה  , וְּ מֵאָּ

נָּה ים שָּ רִׁ עֶשְּׂ .וְּ  



Bereshis    Gen 6:3:11-15 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Man’s life shall be a hundred and twenty years.   

 

This looks as though God limited man’s lifetime from this time forward to a 

maximum of 120 years. 

But it is not so since subsequent persons in the Torah do live longer than 120 years 

i.e., Noah. 

Better to say he gave mankind 120 years to repent or be destroyed. 

And the Lord said, "Let My spirit not quarrel 
forever concerning man, because he is also 
flesh, and his days shall be a hundred and 
twenty years." 

ם  . ג לָּ עֹּ ם לְּ דָּ אָּ י בָּ ֹּא יָּדוֹן רוּחִׁ וָּה ל הֹּ ֹּאמֶר יְּ וַי

ים  רִׁ עֶשְּׂ ה וְּ יו מֵאָּ יוּ יָּמָּ הָּ ר וְּ שָּׂ ם הוּא בָּ שַגָּ בְּ

נָּה :שָּ  



Bereshis    Gen 6:5:10-11 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Man’s thought was evil not his heart. 

And the LORD saw that the wickedness of man 
was great in the earth, and that every 
imagination of the thoughts of his heart was 
only evil continually.  

הוָּה ה א יְּ רֶץ, וַיַרְּ אָּ ם בָּ דָּ אָּ עַת הָּ ה רָּ י רַבָּ כָּל, כִׁ -וְּ

בוֹ ת לִׁ בֹּ שְּ . הַיוֹם-רַק רַע כָּל, יֵצֶר מַחְּ  



Bereshis    Gen 6:6:8-10 

 

 

 

 

 

 

And God had heartfelt sadness. 

 

God felt bad  -  how is that possible?  He must have known this would happen that 

man would choose the wrong way but He loves man so much He grieves that He 

must punish man. 

And it repented the LORD that He had made 
man on the earth, and it grieved Him at His 
heart.  

הוָּה ו נָּחֶם יְּ י, וַיִׁ ה אֶת-כִׁ שָּׂ רֶץ-עָּ אָּ ם בָּ דָּ אָּ ;  הָּ

עַצֵב תְּ בוֹ-אֶל, וַיִׁ .לִׁ  



Noah  (2) 
Genesis 6:9 

 
 



Noach    Genesis Chapters 6-8 

    

The flood story. 

 

Compared to the Gilgamesh Story 

   Order            Genesis              Present in Gilgamesh        Present in 

 In Story            Element                           Epic?      Biblical Story 

 1. Mortality / immorality  -      6:5-8    6:9-13 

 2.   Materials wood, pitch, reeds +      6:14 

 3. Dimensions   +      6:15 

 4. Decks    +      6:16 

 5. Covenant/population  -      6:17-22 

 6. Population   +  7:6-10,11,3,16b,17b,22-23, 18-21 

 7. Flood        

 8. Mountaintop landing  +   7-24-28 

 9. Birds sent forth   +   8:6-12 

     10. Dry land    + but much  8:13-14 

        less than in Genesis 

     11. All set free   yes   8:15-19 

     12. Sacrifices   yes   8:20-22 

    Gary Rendsburg p98 



Noah    Gen 6:9:6-7 

     Gen7:1:313 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Before the flood, Noah is described in glowing terms, righteous and perfect, but he 

was severely affected by the experience of the flood.  The guilt of surviving 

while others succumbed changed him so that after the flood he is just mentioned 

with his name but with less titles.  He is called righteous but not perfect.  

Because he did not plead to save the people from the flood at the end he is 

referred to as only Noah not Noah the Tzadek.  Only plain Noah was left.  See 

Posuk 9:20 

 

     Torah Gems I:75 

     Rabbi B Wein 

These are the generations of Noah. Noah was 
in his generations a man righteous and whole-
hearted; Noah walked with God.  

חַ , אֵלֶה ט דֹּת נֹּ ים  --תוֹלְּ מִׁ יק תָּ יש צַדִׁ חַ אִׁ נֹּ

יָּה יו, הָּ תָּ רֹּ דֹּ ים-אֶת: בְּ אֱלֹהִׁ הַלֶךְ, הָּ תְּ חַ -הִׁ . נֹּ  

And the LORD said unto Noah: 'Come thou and 
all thy house into the ark; for thee have I seen 
righteous before Me in this generation.  

חַ   א נֹּ הוָּה לְּ ֹּאמֶר יְּ כָּל-בֹּא, וַי ה וְּ -אַתָּ

ךָ אֶל ה-בֵיתְּ י  :הַתֵבָּ יק -כִׁ י צַדִׁ יתִׁ אִׁ ךָ רָּ תְּ אֹּ

נַי פָּ .בַדוֹר הַזֶה, לְּ  



Noah    Gen 6:16:1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A Window 

 

‘Tsohar’ like ‘Tsoharayim’ – “afternoon”, set it with precious stones and pearls so that 

it shines for you like the afternoon. 

 

     R Yochanan 

     Sanhedrin 108b 

     TorahTemimah 1:37 

A light shalt thou make to the ark, and to a 
cubit shalt thou finish it upward; and the door 
of the ark shalt thou set in the side thereof; 
with lower, second, and third stories shalt thou 
make it.  

ה טז אֶל, צֹּהַר תַעֲשֶׂה לַתֵבָּ כַלֶנָּה  -וְּ ה תְּ אַמָּ

ה לָּ מַעְּ לְּ ה, מִׁ ים, וּפֶתַח הַתֵבָּ שִׁׂ הּ תָּ דָּ צִׁ ;  בְּ

ים שִׁ לִׁ ם וּשְּ יִׁ נִׁ ם שְּ יִׁ תִׁ .תַעֲשֶׂהָּ , תַחְּ  



Noah    Gen 6:17:5-6 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The flood waters 

 

Perhaps the fact that God used water to kill all of mankind is the reason that when 

God divided the waters He did not call that day Yom Sheni, ‘Tov’ – “good”. 

 

Note:  Noah does not plead with God to avert the severe decree as Abraham later 

does. 

And I, behold, I do bring the flood of waters 
upon the earth, to destroy all flesh, wherein is 
the breath of life, from under heaven; every 
thing that is in the earth shall perish.  

י יז יא אֶת, וַאֲנִׁ י מֵבִׁ נִׁ נְּ ם עַל-הִׁ רֶץ-הַמַבוּל מַיִׁ אָּ ,  הָּ

שַחֵת כָּל ר אֲשֶר-לְּ שָּׂ ים-בָּ תַחַת  , בוֹ רוּחַ חַיִׁ מִׁ

ם יִׁ מָּ ל אֲשֶר: הַשָּ רֶץ-כֹּ אָּ וָּע, בָּ גְּ .יִׁ  



Noah    Gen 6:18:1-4 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

But I will establish my covenant with you. 

 

What covenant did God make with Noah at this point in time? 

 

That the food brought into the ark would not spoil. 

 

     Rashi 

     Kestenbaum 15 

But I will establish My covenant with thee; and 
thou shalt come into the ark, thou, and thy 
sons, and thy wife, and thy sons' wives with 
thee.  

י אֶת יח תִׁ מֹּ י-וַהֲקִׁ יתִׁ רִׁ ךְ, בְּ תָּ אתָּ ; אִׁ -אֶל, וּבָּ
ה ה--הַתֵבָּ שֵי, אַתָּ ךָ וּנְּ תְּ שְּ אִׁ נֶיךָ וְּ ךְ-וּבָּ תָּ נֶיךָ אִׁ . בָּ  



Noah    Gen 6-18:8-12 

 

 

 

 

 

 

You, your sons, your wife and their wives. 

 

This list is out of order.  The usual order would be you, your wife, your sons and their 

wives. 

 

This is to tell us the men, and women were separated and relations were not permitted 

while the world was in such stress and pain. 

     Rashi 

     Rabbi Reichman 

If all the animals fit into the Tevah i.e., it expanded to accommodate them, why did 

Noah have to build a big ark, a smaller one could also have been expanded?  

Because, while we rely on God’s miracles, it is our duty to make the miracle as 

small as possible. 

     Rambam 

But I will establish My covenant with thee; and 
thou shalt come into the ark, thou, and thy 
sons, and thy wife, and thy sons' wives with 
thee.  

י אֶת יח תִׁ מֹּ י-וַהֲקִׁ יתִׁ רִׁ ךְ, בְּ תָּ אתָּ ; אִׁ -אֶל, וּבָּ

ה ה--הַתֵבָּ שֵי, אַתָּ ךָ וּנְּ תְּ שְּ אִׁ נֶיךָ וְּ נֶיךָ  -וּבָּ בָּ

ךְ תָּ .אִׁ  



Noach    Gen 6:19:1-5 

 

      

 

 

Contradictions in the Bible. 

 

1. Gen I vs Gen II – man created last vs man created last. 

2. Number of animals Noah is to bring into the Ark. 

 Gen 6:19-20  -  one pair if each species. 

 Gen 7:2:6-7 -  7 pair of pure species and 1 pair of the impure. 

3.  Identification of Esau’s 3 wives. 

 Gen 26:34 and 28:9  3 wives and three fathers-in-laws. 

 Gen 36:3-4  -  different father-in-law and some new names of wives. 

 Gen 26:34 Judith  -  Beeri the Hittite 

            Basemath  -  Elon the Hittite 

 Gen 28:9    Mahalath  -  Ishmael 

 Gen 36:23  Adah  -  Elon the Hittite 

       Ohalibamah  -  Anah  -  Zibeon the Hivite 

       Basemath  -  Ishmael 

 

     Gary Rendsburg p87 

And of all living things of all flesh, two of each 
you shall bring into the ark to preserve alive 
with you; they shall be male and female. 

ם  . יט נַיִׁ ר שְּ שָּׂ ל בָּ כָּ חַי מִׁ ל הָּ כָּ וּמִׁ

ת   הַחֲיֹּ ה לְּ יא אֶל הַתֵבָּ בִׁ ל תָּ כֹּ מִׁ
יוּ הְּ ה יִׁ קֵבָּ ר וּנְּ כָּ ךְ זָּ תָּ :אִׁ  



      

 

Noach    Gen 6:19:1-5  (continued) 

 

      

 

4.  Who took Joseph down to Egypt? 

Gen 37   Midianites, Ismaelites Medanites 

 

5.   Gen 15:5  God tells Abraham to look at the sky and count the stars for so 

numerous will be his offspring.      

      Gen 15:22  -  The sun sets. 

        Logic tells us that only then could one see the stars. It is a contradiction. 

 

6. Gen 42:27-28  -  Joseph’s brothers react with fear and trembling when they 

  discover the silver Joseph had replaced into their bags. 

 Gen 42:35  -  When they are telling Jacob about this, the Torah again in 42:35, 

tells us they had fear and trembling,   They were not surprised this second 

time why the reaction?  

 

     Gary Rendsburg p89 



Noah    Gen 7:4:1-4 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In seven more days 

 

one last chance. 

120 years had passed. 

Methusalah died on the day the flood was to have begun. 

 

Methusalah was Noah’s grandfather. 

 

This week permitted the Shivah period for Methusalah to be observed and in God’s 

graciousness permitted an additional period of time for the sinners to repent. 

 

     Rashi 

     Kestenbaum 15 

For yet seven days, and I will cause it to rain 
upon the earth forty days and forty nights; and 
every living substance that I have made will I 
blot out from off the face of the earth.'  

ה ד עָּ בְּ ים עוֹד שִׁ יָּמִׁ י לְּ יר עַל, כִׁ טִׁ י מַמְּ כִׁ נֹּ -אָּ

רֶץ אָּ ים יוֹם, הָּ עִׁ בָּ ה, אַרְּ לָּ יְּ ים לָּ עִׁ בָּ אַרְּ י; וְּ יתִׁ חִׁ ,  וּמָּ

י-כָּל-אֶת יתִׁ שִׁׂ קוּם אֲשֶר עָּ ה, מֵעַל, הַיְּ מָּ אֲדָּ נֵי הָּ .פְּ  



Noah    Gen 7:11:15-19 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rain fell and water burst forth from the deep Gen 7:11:15-19. 

 

It rained for 40 days Gen 7:12:1-8. 

 

Water burst from the deep for 150 days and the waters increased  Gen 7:24:1-7. 

In the six hundredth year of Noah's life, in the 
second month, on the seventeenth day of the 
month, on the same day were all the fountains 
of the great deep broken up, and the windows 
of heaven were opened.  

נַת שֵש יא שְּ נָּה-בִׁ חַיֵי, מֵאוֹת שָּ חַ -לְּ דֶש , נֹּ בַחֹּ

י ה, הַשֵנִׁ עָּ בְּ שִׁ דֶש-בְּ ר יוֹם לַחֹּ שָּׂ , בַיוֹם הַזֶה--עָּ

עוּ כָּל קְּ בְּ ה-נִׁ הוֹם רַבָּ ת תְּ נֹּ יְּ ת  , מַעְּ בֹּ וַאֲרֻׁ

ם מַיִׁ חוּ, הַשָּ תָּ פְּ .נִׁ  



Noah    Gen 7:11:1-4 to Gen 8:14 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

600th year of Noah’s life 

 2nd month  17th day   -  rain started and increased 

 Gen 8:4 -  7th month 17th day      -  the Ark rested 

 Gen 8:5 - 10th month  1st day -  tops of the mountain visible 

 Gen 8:7 - 40  more days              -  sent out a raven 

 Gen 8:8 - 7  days later           -  sent out a dove that came back because it could 

     not find a place to rest 

 Gen 8:10 - Another 7 days      -  sent dove again and it returned with an olive branch 

 Gen 8:12 - Another 7 days      -  sent dove again and it did not return 

 

 Gen 8:13 - 1st year  1st month 1st day  -  water dried from the earth 

 Gen 8:14 - 2nd month 2nd day     -  the land was fully dried  =  1 year and 10 days 

 

In the six hundredth year of Noah's life, in the 
second month, on the seventeenth day of the 
month, on the same day were all the fountains 
of the great deep broken up, and the windows 
of heaven were opened.  

נַת שֵש יא שְּ נָּה-בִׁ חַיֵי, מֵאוֹת שָּ חַ -לְּ דֶש , נֹּ בַחֹּ

י ה, הַשֵנִׁ עָּ בְּ שִׁ דֶש-בְּ ר יוֹם לַחֹּ שָּׂ , בַיוֹם הַזֶה--עָּ

עוּ כָּל קְּ בְּ ה-נִׁ הוֹם רַבָּ ת תְּ נֹּ יְּ ת  , מַעְּ בֹּ וַאֲרֻׁ

ם מַיִׁ חוּ, הַשָּ תָּ פְּ .נִׁ  



Noah    Gen 7:11:16-19 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

All the fountains of the deep 

 refers to hot springs of water. 

But at the end of the flood the Torah omits the word ‘kul’ “all”  Gen 8:2. 

 

Some of those hot springs were permitted to remain. 

 

Such as the hot springs of Tiberias for the health of mankind. 

 

     Sforno to 6:13 

     Kestenbaum 15 

In the six hundredth year of Noah's life, in the 
second month, on the seventeenth day of the 
month, on the same day were all the fountains 
of the great deep broken up, and the windows 
of heaven were opened.  

נַת שֵש יא שְּ נָּה-בִׁ חַיֵי, מֵאוֹת שָּ חַ -לְּ דֶש , נֹּ בַחֹּ

י ה, הַשֵנִׁ עָּ בְּ שִׁ דֶש-בְּ ר יוֹם לַחֹּ שָּׂ , בַיוֹם הַזֶה--עָּ

עוּ כָּל קְּ בְּ ה-נִׁ הוֹם רַבָּ ת תְּ נֹּ יְּ ת  , מַעְּ בֹּ וַאֲרֻׁ

ם מַיִׁ חוּ, הַשָּ תָּ פְּ .נִׁ  



Noah    Gen 7:11:15-19 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The fountains of the great deep burst forth. 

 

The flood – occurred in1526 AC (after creation). 

Very widespread story in culture of many peoples geologic evidence is also very 

strong. 

10 generations from Adam to Noah. 

Babylonian literature of 4000 years ago describes a flood – Gilgamesh Legend. 

17th Mar Chesvon  -  is the anniversary of the day the flood began drop of water. 

Approximately 10 generations from Noah to Abraham. 

      

     R B Wein 

In the six hundredth year of Noah's life, in the 
second month, on the seventeenth day of the 
month, on the same day were all the fountains 
of the great deep broken up, and the windows 
of heaven were opened.  

נַת שֵש יא שְּ נָּה-בִׁ חַיֵי, מֵאוֹת שָּ חַ -לְּ דֶש , נֹּ בַחֹּ

י ה, הַשֵנִׁ עָּ בְּ שִׁ דֶש-בְּ ר יוֹם לַחֹּ שָּׂ , בַיוֹם הַזֶה--עָּ

עוּ כָּל קְּ בְּ ה-נִׁ הוֹם רַבָּ ת תְּ נֹּ יְּ ת  , מַעְּ בֹּ וַאֲרֻׁ

ם מַיִׁ חוּ, הַשָּ תָּ פְּ .נִׁ  



Adam    1 AC         3760 bce  

Noah  born 950 AC   2734 bce     

     The Generations from Adam to Jacob 

Flood  1526   AC  2134 bce  

Shem  1558 – 2158 AC  2292 bce 

Arpachshad 1658 – 2096 AC  2102 bce 

Shelach  1693 – 2126 AC  2067 bce 

Eber  1723-2187 AC  2037 bce 

Peleg  1757-1996 AC  2003 bce 

Reu   1787-2026 AC  1973 bce 

Serug  1819-2049 AC  1971 bce 

Nahor  1849-2049 AC  1981 bce 

Terah  1878-2083 AC  1882 bce 

Abram (H) 1948-2123 AC  1812 bce 

Isaac  2048-2228 AC 

Jacob  2108-2255 AC 

      

  5773 years after creation     Stone Chumosh p53 

- 2013 common era 

 3760 A  =  0 bce                               Kestenbaum 



Search for Noah’s Flood National Geographic  11-7-01  TV 

 

The Black Sea  -  was a lake and over night became The Black Sea 

Robert Ballard  -  author of Dragons and Amazons.  Black Sea covers180,000 sq miles 

3 x the size of England. 

Crossroads for seafaring peoples.  Poisonous bottom,  preserves wood through  poison 

H   S  Bosphorous.  Istanbul on two continents.  Jason and the Argonauts search 

for the Golden fleece.  Can’t see bottom, rough seas, found amphora only.   He is 

the explorer who found the Titanic.  

 Willard Bascom -  Deep Seas Ancient Ships, 7000 ft deep Salt Water. 

 Poisonous  -  even wood borers can’t survive.  Looking for the ship that is not 

there.  Usually eaten. Noah’s Flood Ryan Pitman geologist  -  people lived on a 

narrow plain!  Near ship,  dry land,  fresh water lake -  Neolithic peoples, reed 

huts, leather, 7000 years ago, lost civilization – Sonar rectangular area.   

 Argus = Wood?  Dwellings on the bottom of the Sea?? 

Noah and Ark – did it ever happen?  Did a great flood happen? 

William Ryan and Walter Pitman  -  great floods occur.  Water flowed into the Black 

Sea from the Caspian Sea -  Sumarians 1700 BC Gilgamesh –  Capriciousness 

 of the god’s.  Man told to build a boat for his family and animals release of dove, 

rainbow. 

Core aging 7600 years ago  -  saltwater mollasks  -  flood 

Mediterranean Sea water rose  -  penetrated Bosphorus land bridge 

2 



And filled dried down basin of Black Sea at speed of 60 miles/hr = 200 x volume of 

Niagara Falls.  Discovery of a lifetime.  Formidable Theory.  Changed the course 

of History. Sinop Harbor,  Site 82 inhabited by humans??  The dead zone 6000 

feet down has high concentration of H  S.  Unusual bacteria at the bottom of the 

Black Sea.  Complex landslide morphology.  Boulders the size of houses, 

collapse of a dam 2 miles long.  People who lived there would have to move 1 

kilometer / day for approximately 1 year to escape the raising water.  

Mesopotamian Flood.  Noah’s Flood.  Black Sea Flood  -  Materials scooped up. 

2 



Noah    Gen 7:2:1-3, 13-14 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From the animal which is pure … and from the animal which is not pure “Asher Lo 

Tehorah”. 

 

Why not say “Asher temeiah” and use fewer letters in the Torah.  Certainly the Torah 

uses the word temeiah many times?  When the Torah teaches what is kosher it is 

important to designate why something is not.  It is ‘temeiah’.  Where it is 

irrelevant whether the species was pure or impure the Torah could be more 

delicate and instead of calling them ‘tomeah’  “impure”, it can designate them 

simply as not pure. 

 

     Torah Gems 2:321 

Of every clean beast thou shalt take to thee 
seven and seven, each with his mate; and of 
the beasts that are not clean two [and two], 
each with his mate;  

ה ב הוֹרָּ ה הַטְּ הֵמָּ ל הַבְּ כֹּ קַח, מִׁ ה  -תִׁ עָּ בְּ ךָ שִׁ לְּ

ה עָּ בְּ תוֹ--שִׁ שְּ אִׁ יש וְּ ן; אִׁ ֹּא  -וּמִׁ ה אֲשֶר ל הֵמָּ הַבְּ

וא ה הִׁ רָּ הֹּ נַיִׁם, טְּ תוֹ--שְּ שְּ אִׁ יש וְּ . אִׁ  



Noah    Gen 7:2:12-15 

     Gen 7:8:6-8 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

That is not clean 

 

Let a person never permit himself offensive speech.  Note how the Torah resorted to 

an 8 letter circumlocution 2 x in order to avoid an offensive statement. 

‘Asher lo tehorah he’, is 12 letters instead of ‘tamei’ which is 4 letters Gen 9:12. 

‘Asher Ainenah tehorah’ is 12 letters instead of ‘’tamei’ which is 4 letters Gen 7:8. 

 

     Pesachim 3a 

     Torah Temimah 1:39 

Of every clean beast thou shalt take to thee 
seven and seven, each with his mate; and of 
the beasts that are not clean two [and two], 
each with his mate;  

ה ב הוֹרָּ ה הַטְּ הֵמָּ ל הַבְּ כֹּ קַח, מִׁ ה  -תִׁ עָּ בְּ ךָ שִׁ לְּ

ה עָּ בְּ תוֹ--שִׁ שְּ אִׁ יש וְּ ן; אִׁ ֹּא  -וּמִׁ ה אֲשֶר ל הֵמָּ הַבְּ

וא ה הִׁ רָּ הֹּ נַיִׁם, טְּ תוֹ--שְּ שְּ אִׁ יש וְּ . אִׁ  

Of clean beasts, and of beasts that are not 
clean, and of fowls, and of every thing that 
creepeth upon the ground,  

ן  ח ה-מִׁ הֵמָּ ה, הַבְּ הוֹרָּ ן, הַטְּ ה-וּמִׁ הֵמָּ ,  הַבְּ

ה רָּ הֹּ ן; אֲשֶר אֵינֶנָּה טְּ עוֹף-וּמִׁ ל אֲשֶר--הָּ כֹּ -וְּ

ה-עַל, רֹּמֵשׂ מָּ אֲדָּ .הָּ  



Noah    Gen 7:2:2-3 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The clean animal. 

 

Refers to those animals the Torah lists as kosher.  

See Leviticus 11:18  and Deut 14:4-8. 

 

This teaches us what?  That Noah studied the Torah.  Otherwise, he could not have 

known which animals are kosher. 

 

     Mizrachi 

     Kestenbaum p15 

Of every clean beast thou shalt take to thee 
seven and seven, each with his mate; and of 
the beasts that are not clean two [and two], 
each with his mate;  

ה ב הוֹרָּ ה הַטְּ הֵמָּ ל הַבְּ כֹּ קַח, מִׁ ה  -תִׁ עָּ בְּ ךָ שִׁ לְּ

ה עָּ בְּ תוֹ--שִׁ שְּ אִׁ יש וְּ ן; אִׁ ֹּא  -וּמִׁ ה אֲשֶר ל הֵמָּ הַבְּ

וא ה הִׁ רָּ הֹּ נַיִׁם, טְּ תוֹ--שְּ שְּ אִׁ יש וְּ . אִׁ  



Noah    Gen 7:3:8-9 

 

 

 

 

To keep seed alive 

 

Torah might have recognized by this comment that it is often birds who distribute 

seeds and permit plants to survive and flourish. 

of the fowl also of the air, seven and seven, 
male and female; to keep seed alive upon the 
face of all the earth.  

ה ג עָּ בְּ ה שִׁ עָּ בְּ ם שִׁ מַיִׁ ה, גַם מֵעוֹף הַשָּ קֵבָּ ר וּנְּ כָּ , זָּ

חַיוֹת זֶרַע נֵי כָּל-עַל, לְּ רֶץ-פְּ אָּ . הָּ  



Noah    Gen 7:13:1-4, 17-18 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In the middle of the day … they entered the ark. 

 

In the day light they could be seen by the people entering the ark and that would give 

the people the stimulus to repent. 

 

The evil people of that generation said, “we will never permit you to enter the ark.  

We will take axes and hatchets and destroy the ark”. 

 

By loading the ark in the middle of the day God challenged them to fulfill their threat. 

      

     Sifrei Hazinu 

     Torah Temimah 1:40 

In the middle of the day entered Noah, and 
Shem, and Ham, and Japheth, the sons of 
Noah, and Noah's wife, and the three wives of 
his sons with them, into the ark;  

חַ  יג א נֹּ עֶצֶם הַיוֹם הַזֶה בָּ שֵם, בְּ ם וָּיֶפֶת  -וְּ חָּ וְּ

נֵי חַ -בְּ חַ ; נֹּ אֵשֶת נֹּ שֵי, וְּ לֹשֶת נְּ ם-וּשְּ תָּ יו אִׁ נָּ --בָּ

ה-אֶל .הַתֵבָּ  



Noah    Gen 7:20:1-3 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fifteen cubits upwards. 

 

How is this 15 cubits to be understood? 

Does water stay at different levels? 

 

It means that the subterranean waters rose to the mountain tops and the rain added it’s 

water to that. 

 

     Yoma 76a 

     Torah Temimah  

Fifteen cubits upward did the waters prevail; 
and the mountains were covered.  

ה כ לָּ מַעְּ לְּ ה מִׁ רֵה אַמָּ יִׁם, חֲמֵש עֶשְּׂ רוּ הַמָּ בְּ כֻׁסּוּ; גָּ ,  וַיְּ

ים רִׁ .הֶהָּ  



Noah    Gen 7:21:16 

 

 

 

 

 

 

And every human being. 

 

Of all the creatures on earth man died last.  God delayed his doom as long as 

possible, letting him see the death of animals, creeping things, birds and to give 

him a further opportunity to repent. 

 

     Meam Loez 1:361 

And all flesh perished that moved upon the 
earth, both fowl, and cattle, and beast, and 
every swarming thing that swarmeth upon the 
earth, and every man;  

ל כא וַע כָּ גְּ מֵשׂ עַל-וַיִׁ רֹּ ר הָּ שָּׂ רֶץ-בָּ אָּ עוֹף  , הָּ בָּ

ה וּבַחַיָּה הֵמָּ כָּל, וּבַבְּ רֵץ עַל, הַשֶרֶץ-וּבְּ -הַשֹּ

רֶץ אָּ ל--הָּ כֹּ ם, וְּ דָּ אָּ . הָּ  



Noah    Gen 7:21:1-6 

 

 

 

 

 

and all flesh perished that moved upon the earth. 

 

-  Why does the Torah then go on to specify different categories it already stated ‘all’? 

-  To teach us that not all creatures died at the same time. 

 

The birds – were too frail to withstand the heavy rains. 

Domestic animals – cattle died next. 

Then the wild beasts who lived in caves high on the mountains were overcome by the 

waters. 

Creeping things – raced for high ground but eventually water covered even those areas. 

Last to be over-powered by the waters were people, who climbed high, built rafts and 

other crude vessels through which they hoped to survive the flood 

     Malbim 

     Kestenbaum 17 

And all flesh perished that moved upon the 
earth, both fowl, and cattle, and beast, and 
every swarming thing that swarmeth upon the 
earth, and every man;  

ל כא וַע כָּ גְּ מֵשׂ עַל-וַיִׁ רֹּ ר הָּ שָּׂ רֶץ-בָּ אָּ עוֹף  , הָּ בָּ

ה וּבַחַיָּה הֵמָּ כָּל, וּבַבְּ רֵץ עַל, הַשֶרֶץ-וּבְּ -הַשֹּ

רֶץ אָּ ל--הָּ כֹּ ם, וְּ דָּ אָּ . הָּ  



Noah    Gen 7:22:7-9 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Whatever was on dry land. 

 

Note:  the fish were not included.  Why?  Perhaps they did not sin. 

 

How about the swimming mammals? 

 

R Chisda said: 

 “The decree did not extend to fish in the sea for it is written whatever was on the 

dry land perished”. 

     Zevachim 113b 

     Torah Temimah 1:41 

all in whose nostrils was the breath of the 
spirit of life, whatsoever was in the dry land, 
died. 

מַת כב שְּ ל אֲשֶר נִׁ יו-כֹּ אַפָּ ים בְּ ל , רוּחַ חַיִׁ כֹּ מִׁ

ה בָּ רָּ .מֵתוּ--אֲשֶר בֶחָּ  



Noah    Gen 7:23:20-25 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

And only those that were with Noah in the Ark survived. 

 

What did carnivorous beasts such as lions eat while in the Ark?  When no meat is 

available carnivores can be induced to eat vegetarian foods. 

 

A bird, the Phoenix, chose not to eat when he saw how hard Noah and his son’s had 

to work to feed the animals.  Noah blessed the Phoenix with everlasting life for 

that consideration. 

 

     Meam Loez 1:363 

And He blotted out every living substance 
which was upon the face of the ground, both 
man, and cattle, and creeping thing, and fowl 
of the heaven; and they were blotted out from 
the earth; and Noah only was left, and they 
that were with him in the ark.  

מַח אֶת כג קוּם אֲשֶר עַל-כָּל-וַיִׁ נֵי  -הַיְּ פְּ

ה מָּ אֲדָּ ם עַד, הָּ דָּ ה עַד-מֵאָּ הֵמָּ עַד-בְּ -רֶמֶשׂ וְּ

מַיִׁם חוּ, עוֹף הַשָּ מָּ ן, וַיִׁ רֶץ-מִׁ אָּ אֶר אַךְ; הָּ שָּ -וַיִׁ

תוֹ חַ וַאֲשֶר אִׁ ה, נֹּ .בַתֵבָּ  



Noah    Gen 7:24:1-2 

     Deut 11:15    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It is important to realize that if a person keeps birds or other animals as pets, it is 

forbidden for him to eat until he has fed them. 

 

“I will give you grass in your fields for your animals and you shall eat and be full”. 

Deut 11:15 

 

One must be concerned with his pets before he himself eats. 

 

     Meam Loez I:364 

And the waters prevailed upon the earth a 
hundred and fifty days.  

ם כד רוּ הַמַיִׁ בְּ גְּ רֶץ-עַל, וַיִׁ אָּ אַת, הָּ ים וּמְּ שִׁ .יוֹם, חֲמִׁ  



Noah    Gen 8:1:1-4 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

And God remembered 

 

 Did God forget Noah?  No. 

 It is just as we say ‘yizkor’ on other occasions. 

And God remembered Noah, and every living 
thing, and all the cattle that were with him in 
the ark; and God made a wind to pass over the 
earth, and the waters assuaged 

ים א ר אֱלֹהִׁ כֹּ זְּ חַ -אֶת, וַיִׁ אֵת כָּל, נֹּ הַחַיָּה  -וְּ

אֶת ה-כָּל-וְּ הֵמָּ ה, הַבְּ תוֹ בַתֵבָּ וַיַעֲבֵר  ; אֲשֶר אִׁ

ים רוּחַ עַל רֶץ-אֱלֹהִׁ אָּ יִׁם, הָּ כוּ הַמָּ .וַיָּשֹּ  



Noah    Gen 8:7:3 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The raven 

 

Why send a raven? 

 

The raven is a meat eater that feeds on decaying remains of animals.  If the waters 

had receded sufficiently the raven would return with meat in its beak or not at all. 

     Radak 

 

And he sent forth a raven, and it went forth to 
and fro, until the waters were dried up from 
off the earth.  

שַלַח ז רֵב-אֶת, וַיְּ עֹּ -עַד, וַיֵצֵא יָּצוֹא וָּשוֹב; הָּ

רֶץ אָּ ם מֵעַל הָּ שֶת הַמַיִׁ בֹּ .יְּ  



Noah    Gen 8:8:3 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dove 

 

If it came back with a branch Noah would know that at least the water subsided to 

the tree tops and if not at all much more subsiding of the waters had occurred. 

 

     Rambam 

     Kestenbaum 17 

And he sent forth a dove from him, to see if 
the waters were abated from off the face of 
the ground.  

שַלַח אֶת  ח תוֹ, הַיוֹנָּה-וַיְּ אוֹת הֲקַלוּ  --מֵאִׁ רְּ לִׁ

ה, הַמַיִׁם מָּ אֲדָּ נֵי הָּ .מֵעַל פְּ  



Noah    Gen 8:20:1-3 

 

 

 

 

 

 

And Noah built an alter. 

 

This traditionally is the site where: 

 David and Solomon built the Beis Hamikdash. 

 Where Abraham bound Isaac. 

 Where Adam built his alter. 

 Where Cain and Abel had their alter. 

 The site where God took the earth with which he formed Adam. 

 This spot is Mount Moriah. 

     Rambam 

     Rashi 

     Kestenbaum 15 

And Noah builded an altar unto the LORD; and 
took of every clean beast, and of every clean 
fowl, and offered burnt-offerings on the altar.  

בֵחַ  כ זְּ חַ מִׁ בֶן נֹּ ה  ; לַיהוָּה, וַיִׁ הֵמָּ ל הַבְּ כֹּ קַח מִׁ וַיִׁ

ה רָּ הֹּ הוֹר, הַטְּ עוֹף הַטָּ ל הָּ כֹּ לֹת, וּמִׁ ,  וַיַעַל עֹּ

בֵחַ  זְּ . בַמִׁ  



Noah    Gen 8:22:1-4, 11-14 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As long as the world lasts … day and night shall never again cease. 

 

Yet He did create total darkness in Egypt as a plague for three days.  Did He fail to 

keep this promise?  No, the promise was that the entire world would not be 

threatened with darkness like it would not be threatened with a flood as it had 

been in Noah’s time, but regions could have darkness or floods. 

 

     Meam Loez 5:19 

While the earth remaineth, seedtime and 
harvest, and cold and heat, and summer and 
winter, and day and night shall not cease.'  

ד כב רֶץ-כָּל, עֹּ אָּ מֵי הָּ ם  : יְּ ר וָּחֹּ קֹּ יר וְּ צִׁ קָּ זֶרַע וְּ

רֶף ץ וָּחֹּ קַיִׁ ה, וְּ לָּ יוֹם וָּלַיְּ תוּ--וְּ בֹּ שְּ ֹּא יִׁ . ל  



Noah    Gen 9:1:1-2 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7 Noachide laws 

 

Forbidden is 

 Idolatry 

 Incest – Adultery 

 Murder – suicide 

 cursing God’s name – blasphemy 

 theft 

 eating part of a living animal 

Required is to 

 establish courts of justice 

And God blessed Noah and his sons, and said 
unto them: 'Be fruitful and multiply, and 
replenish the earth.  

ים א רֶךְ אֱלֹהִׁ בָּ אֶת-אֶת, וַיְּ חַ וְּ יו-נֹּ נָּ ֹּאמֶר  ; בָּ וַי

בוּ רוּ וּרְּ הֶם פְּ אוּ אֶת, לָּ לְּ רֶץ-וּמִׁ אָּ . הָּ  



Noah    Gen 9:5:1-5 

 

 

 

 

 

 

However, your blood which belongs to your souls I (God) will demand. 

 

This signifies that our bodies, our fates, are not in our hands, but belong to the 

Almighty. 

 

As we say on Yom Kippur, “our soul and our body belongs to God” ‘haneshamah 

lach V’haguf Shelach’. 

 

This identifies a major departure of Jewish medical ethics from secular medical 

ethics.  Jews are obligated to live a safe life style and to live as long as possible 

to do as many Mitzvot as possible in order to serve God as much as possible. 

And surely your blood of your souls will I 
require; at the hand of every beast will I 
require it; and at the hand of man, even at the 
hand of every man's brother, will I require the 
life of man.  

אַךְ אֶת ה רֹּש-וְּ תֵיכֶם אֶדְּ שֹּ נַפְּ כֶם לְּ מְּ יַד , דִׁ מִׁ

ל שֶנוּ-כָּ רְּ ם; חַיָּה אֶדְּ דָּ אָּ יַד הָּ יש , וּמִׁ יַד אִׁ מִׁ

יו חִׁ רֹּש--אָּ ם-אֶת, אֶדְּ דָּ אָּ . נֶפֶש הָּ  



Noah    Gen 9:5:12-14 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Euthanasia 

 

And at the hand of man, at the hand of his brother will I require the life of man. 

 

What does the Torah mean?   It would have been sufficient to say I will demand the 

life of anyone who slays a fellow man.  It is interpreted that ‘miyad ha Adam’, 

 is an ordinary murderer. 

‘MiYad ish Achiv’, is one who murders out of brotherly love, who puts a loved one 

out of his misery by cutting short his life.  Even such a person, motivated by 

what seems to be a good motive, is guilty of murder according to Jewish law. 

And surely your blood of your lives will I 
require; at the hand of every beast will I 
require it; and at the hand of man, even at the 
hand of every man's brother, will I require the 
life of man.  

אַךְ אֶת ה רֹּש-וְּ תֵיכֶם אֶדְּ שֹּ נַפְּ כֶם לְּ מְּ יַד , דִׁ מִׁ

ל שֶנוּ-כָּ רְּ ם; חַיָּה אֶדְּ דָּ אָּ יַד הָּ יש , וּמִׁ יַד אִׁ מִׁ

יו חִׁ רֹּש--אָּ ם-אֶת, אֶדְּ דָּ אָּ . נֶפֶש הָּ  



Noah    Gen 9:6:1-4 

 

 

 

 

 

Abortion – Neonate salvage 

 

Could read as, “A person who sheds blood of a person within a person”,  he has 

committed murder. 

A fetus is a person after 40 days of gestation.  Before that it is considered merely as 

water.  At that time it is the size of .7 - .9 millimeter. 

 

     Rav Tendler 1993 

 

The difference between plagiarism and originality is merely a bad memory and even 

that I stole from someone. 

The perfect child syndrome. 

No decision is the worst decision. 

              Rav Tendler  1993 

Whoso sheddeth man's blood, by man shall his 
blood be shed; for in the image of God made 
He man.  

ם ו דָּ אָּ פֵךְ דַם הָּ פֵךְ, שֹּ שָּ מוֹ יִׁ ם דָּ דָּ אָּ י : בָּ כִׁ

ים צֶלֶם אֱלֹהִׁ ה אֶת, בְּ שָּׂ ם-עָּ דָּ אָּ .הָּ  



Noah    Gen 9:6:1-3 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Whoever sheds the blood of man by man shall his blood be shed for in the image of 

God He made man. 

 

The commandment not to kill is #6 in the 10 commandments.  It is parallel to the first 

commandment.  As we see from the above Posuk whoever kills man detracts 

from Hashem since man is made in God’s image. 

 

     Munk 59 

Whoso sheddeth man's blood, by man shall his 
blood be shed; for in the image of God made 
He man.  

ם ו דָּ אָּ פֵךְ דַם הָּ פֵךְ, שֹּ שָּ מוֹ יִׁ ם דָּ דָּ אָּ י : בָּ כִׁ

ים צֶלֶם אֱלֹהִׁ ה אֶת, בְּ שָּׂ ם-עָּ דָּ אָּ .הָּ  



Noah    Gen 9:6:3-4 

 

 

 

 

Abortion 

Difficult Pregnancy 

 

Jewish medical ethics – would allow abortion of the fetus if it threatens the life of the 

mother but only if it threatens the mother, “because her life takes presidence over 

its life”. Ohalot 7:6 

 

This is true until the delivery of the fetus′ head.  After that the babies life is of equal 

value to that of the mother’s. 

 “One may not set aside one life for another”. 

 

“Is one person’s blood more red than the other person’s blood?”   The baby is called a 

“Rodef”  “a pursuer”.  It of course still is a Rodef if it threatens the mother’s life 

after its head is delivered but then Rambam says the threat to the mother comes 

from heaven and then we can’t kill the newborn baby to protect the mother’s life.   

Whoso sheddeth man's blood, by man shall his 
blood be shed; for in the image of God made 
He man.  

ם ו דָּ אָּ פֵךְ דַם הָּ פֵךְ, שֹּ שָּ מוֹ יִׁ ם דָּ דָּ אָּ י : בָּ כִׁ

ים צֶלֶם אֱלֹהִׁ ה אֶת, בְּ שָּׂ ם-עָּ דָּ אָּ .הָּ  



Noah    Gen 9:10:16-18 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We are ordered to preserve all the species of animals. 

 

What if medical research was being performed on an endangered species (for 

example we had a baboon heart transplanted into a small child not long ago)  

would this be consistent with the Torah’s interest in preserving the species? 

 

If there was a useful project of transplanting the hearts of baboons we would find a 

way of increasing the baboon population.  We are permitted to use but not to 

extinguish any specie. 

and with every living creature that is with you, 
the fowl, the cattle, and every beast of the 
earth with you; of all that go out of the ark, 
even every beast of the earth.  

ל י אֵת כָּ כֶם-וְּ תְּ עוֹף  , נֶפֶש הַחַיָּה אֲשֶר אִׁ בָּ

כָּל ה וּבְּ הֵמָּ כֶם-בַבְּ תְּ רֶץ אִׁ אָּ אֵי  ; חַיַת הָּ צְּ ל יֹּ כֹּ מִׁ

ה רֶץ, הַתֵבָּ אָּ ל חַיַת הָּ כֹּ . לְּ  



Noah    Gen 9:6:1-4 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

One who sheds blood of a person within a person shall die. 

 

What is a “person within a person”.  This refers to a fetus inside the womb of its 

mother. 

Whoso sheddeth man's blood, by man shall his 
blood be shed; for in the image of God made 
He man.  

ם ו דָּ אָּ פֵךְ דַם הָּ פֵךְ, שֹּ שָּ מוֹ יִׁ ם דָּ דָּ אָּ י : בָּ כִׁ

ים צֶלֶם אֱלֹהִׁ ה אֶת, בְּ שָּׂ ם-עָּ דָּ אָּ .הָּ  



Noah    Gen 9:11:12-17 

 

 

 

 

 

Never will it occur again that a flood will destroy the world Gen 9:11. 

 

God promised Noah that the waters shall never again become a flood to destroy all 

flesh even if the world would ever be deserving of such a punishment.  God 

would cause a rainbow to appear as a reminder that the covenant He had made 

with Noah has saved mankind from another flood. 

     Kestenbaum 19 

 

On seeing a rainbow recite the blessing ‘Zocher haBris Vneeman bevriso vkayeim 

bemaamoro’. 

“Remembers his covenant, is trustworthy in his covenant and steadfast in his word”. 

 

     Shulchan Orach 

     Kestenbaum 19 

And I will establish My covenant with you; 
neither shall all flesh be cut off any more by 
the waters of the flood; neither shall there 
any more be a flood to destroy the earth.'  

י אֶת  יא תִׁ מֹּ כֶם-וַהֲקִׁ תְּ י אִׁ יתִׁ רִׁ לֹּא, בְּ רֵת  -וְּ כָּ יִׁ

ל מֵי הַמַבוּל-כָּ ר עוֹד מִׁ שָּׂ לֹּא; בָּ יֶה עוֹד  -וְּ הְּ יִׁ

רֶץ, מַבוּל אָּ שַחֵת הָּ .לְּ  



Noah    Gen 9:20:5-6 

     Gen 9:21:1-4 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Noah planted a vineyard.  He drank of the wine and became drunk. 

 

How is it that Noah, “a perfect Tzaddik”, should drink so much as to become drunk? 

The Sfas Emes says that prior to the flood Noah knew how much he could drink 

without becoming intoxicated and he drank the same amount now.  What he 

didn’t realize is that the world had changed and new guidelines had to be 

established. 

Rabbi Dr. Twerski points out - so it is in our day.  Parenting as we were raised is no 

longer sufficient.  The opportunity and enticements to go astray are much greater 

for today’s youth and parents need to learn effective methods to counter those 

bad influences.  What might have worked before the world changed for Noah no 

longer did and no longer does for us in raising our children. 

     Twerski 34 

And Noah the husbandman began, and 
planted a vineyard.  

חַ  כ חֶל נֹּ ה, וַיָּ מָּ אֲדָּ יש הָּ טַע; אִׁ . כָּרֶם, וַיִׁ  

And he drank of the wine, and was drunken; 
and he was uncovered within his tent.  

ן  כא תְּ מִׁ ן-וַיֵשְּ כָּר, הַיַיִׁ שְּ גַל; וַיִׁ תְּ הֳלֹה, וַיִׁ תוֹךְ אָּ .בְּ  



Noah    Gen 9:24:9-10 

 

 

 

 

 

 

His small son 

 

Ham was not Noah’s youngest son.  He was called “small” because he was of low, 

disgraceful, moral character. 

 

     Rashi 

     Kestenbaum 21 

And Noah awoke from his wine, and knew 
what his youngest son had done unto him.  

חַ  כד יקֶץ נֹּ יֵינוֹ, וַיִׁ נוֹ  -אֵת אֲשֶר, וַיֵדַע; מִׁ ה לוֹ בְּ שָּׂ עָּ

ן טָּ .הַקָּ  



Noach    Gen 11:4:6-8 

 

      

 

 

 

The tower of Babel. 

 

Reflects the Mesopotamian ziggurat tradition Bavel in Hebrew refers to Babylon. 

 

The tower was built in the city of Babylon it was a tall, pyramid like temple 

structure.  Archeologists have found these in cities of ancient Mesopotamia, 

ancient Iraq.  They were envisioned to connect heaven and earth. 

 

In Gen 28:10-22  Jacob’s dream occurs as he flees north to leave Canaan and go to 

Aram in Northeastern Syria and Southern Turkey.  He dreams of a ‘Sullam’ 

translated as a “ladder” or “stairway” or even “ziggurat”. 

 

In Gen 28:12  The structure is described as having its top in heaven. 

 

     Gary Rendsburg p87 

And they said, "Come, let us build ourselves a 
city and a tower with its top in the heavens, 
and let us make ourselves a name, lest we be 
scattered upon the face of the entire earth." 

ה. ד בָּ רוּ הָּ ֹּאמְּ ל  |  וַי דָּ גְּ יר וּמִׁ נוּ עִׁ נֶה לָּ בְּ נִׁ

נוּ שֵם פֶן נָּפוּץ   נַעֲשֶׂה לָּ ם וְּ מַיִׁ רֹּאשוֹ בַשָּ וְּ
רֶץ אָּ ל הָּ נֵי כָּ :עַל פְּ  



Noah    Gen 11:26:7 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Abraham born in 1948 AC 

    after creation 

And Terah lived seventy years, and begot 
Abram, Nahor, and Haran.  

י כו חִׁ נָּה, תֶרַח-וַיְּ ים שָּ עִׁ בְּ ם-אֶת, וַיוֹלֶד; שִׁ רָּ -אֶת, אַבְּ

אֶת, נָּחוֹר ן-וְּ רָּ . הָּ  



Noach    Gen 11:30:1-3 

     

 

 

1:30  Sarai was barren. 

12:2  “Abraham would be a great nation”.  How is it possible if Sari can’ t  

  provide him an heir? 

12:4-5 “Abraham went forth as the Lord had commanded him and Lot went with 

  him”.  Perhaps the great nation would be through Lot his nephew? 

12:7  “I will assign this land to your offspring”.  Can Lot be considered an  

  offspring?  Seed or offspring? 

13:11-12     No, Lot moves away. 

13:14 Another promise from God to Abraham and his offspring. 

13:16 “The offspring will be as numerous as the dust of the earth”. 

15:1  Abraham  has been promised a great nation, offspring, innumerable  

  offspring and now a great reward. 

15:2  Perhaps his heir will be Eliezer. 

15:4  “No, not that one will be your heir.  Your very own issue”. 

16  Hagar has a son Ishmael. 

17:16 Abraham and Sarah will have a son named by God called Isaac. 

    Gary Rendsburg p132 

And Sarai was barren; she had no child. ד. ל הּ וָּלָּ ה אֵין לָּ רָּ רַי עֲקָּ י שָּׂ הִׁ :וַתְּ  



Noah    Gen 11:31:19 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“With them”, seems redundant since we knew they were traveling together.  It comes 

to teach us that Torach and Lot were wicked but now they followed Abram’s 

principles and they were with him in spirit and principle and no longer were evil 

doers. 

And Terah took Abram his son, and Lot the 
son of Haran, his son's son, and Sarai his 
daughter-in-law, his son Abram's wife; and 
they went forth with them from Ur of the 
Chaldees, to go into the land of Canaan; and 
they came unto Haran, and dwelt there. 

קַח תֶרַח אֶת  לא נוֹ-וַיִׁ ם בְּ רָּ אֶת, אַבְּ -לוֹט בֶן-וְּ

ן בֶן רָּ נוֹ-הָּ תוֹ, בְּ רַי כַלָּ אֵת שָּׂ נוֹ, וְּ ם בְּ רָּ ; אֵשֶת אַבְּ

ים דִׁ ם מֵאוּר כַשְּׂ תָּ אוּ אִׁ נַעַן, וַיֵצְּ ה כְּ צָּ לֶכֶת אַרְּ , לָּ

אוּ עַד ן-וַיָּבֹּ רָּ ם, חָּ בוּ שָּ . וַיֵשְּ  



Lech Lecha (3) 
Genesis  12:1 

 



Lech Lecha   Gen 12:1:5-6 

    

 

 

 

This is one of the 10 trials testing Abram’s love for God.  See Avos 5:3.  They are: 

  

1. Nimrod (The Chaldean King) wanted to kill Abram for smashing his father’s 

idols and Abram had to hide for 13 years. 

2. Nimrod put Abram into a fiery furnace (Rashi to G11:28). 

3. God commanded Abram to leave his family and his birthplace G12:1. 

4. After Abram arrived in Canaan God brought a famine to the land G12:20. 

5. Sarah was kidnapped and brought to Pharaoh  12:15. 

6. Lot was taken captive 14:14-15. 

7. God showed Abram a vision that his offspring would suffer at the hand of 4 

Kingdoms 14:5 with Rashi. 

8. God commanded Abraham (name changed in Gen 17:5) to circumcise himself 

and his son Ishmael 17:10. 

9. God commanded Abraham to drive away Hagar and Ishmael 21:12. 

10. God commanded Abraham to bind his son Isaac as an offering  Gen 22:2. 

      Kestenbaum 45 

Now the LORD said unto Abram: 'Get thee out 
of thy country, and from thy kindred, and from 
thy father's house, unto the land that I will 
show thee.  

הוָּה אֶל א ֹּאמֶר יְּ ם-וַי רָּ ךָ  -לֶךְ, אַבְּ צְּ ךָ מֵאַרְּ לְּ

יךָ בִׁ בֵית אָּ ךָ וּמִׁ תְּ מוֹלַדְּ רֶץ-אֶל, וּמִׁ אָּ אֲשֶר  , הָּ

אֶךָּ  . אַרְּ  



Lech Lecha   Gen 12:1:5-6 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Go yourself 

 

 but he did not  -  he took Sari (his ½ sister). 

 God chooses Abram for this adventure without any explanation.  When God 

chose Noah he describes him as a righteous man.  Not so here with Abram. 

Now the LORD said unto Abram: 'Go yourself 
from out thy country, and from thy kindred, 
and from thy father's house, unto the land that 
I will show thee.  

הוָּה אֶל א ֹּאמֶר יְּ ם-וַי רָּ ךָ  -לֶךְ, אַבְּ צְּ ךָ מֵאַרְּ לְּ

יךָ בִׁ בֵית אָּ ךָ וּמִׁ תְּ מוֹלַדְּ רֶץ-אֶל, וּמִׁ אָּ אֲשֶר  , הָּ

אֶךָּ  . אַרְּ  



Lech Lecha   Gen 12:1:5-6 

     Gen 12:4:1 

     Gen 12:5:1-2 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      

12:1  The Lord said to Abram “Go forth… 

12:4  Abram went forth 

12:5  Abram took his wife Sarai and his brothers son Lot and all the wealth  

  that they had amassed… 

These actions in reality had to occur inn the opposite order.   First he gathered the 

people and things he was to take as it says in Gen 12:5 and only then did he 

go forth as in Gen 12:4:1. 

The Torah wants us to know that Abram immediately obeyed God’s command 

even if it is not the way it actually occurred.  We have the impression of 

immediately obedience even if it is not logical. 

     Gary Rendsburg p131 

And the Lord said to Abram, "Go forth from your 
land and from your birthplace and from your 
father's house, to the land that I will show you. 

ךָ . א צְּ ךָ מֵאַרְּ ם לֶךְ לְּ רָּ וָּה אֶל אַבְּ הֹּ ֹּאמֶר יְּ וַי

רֶץ אֲשֶר   אָּ יךָ אֶל הָּ בִׁ בֵית אָּ ךָ וּמִׁ תְּ מוֹלַדְּ וּמִׁ

אֶךָּ  :אַרְּ  

And Abram went, as the Lord had spoken to 
him, and Lot went with him, and Abram was 
seventy five years old when he left Haran. 

וָּה וַיֵלֶךְ . ד הֹּ יו יְּ בֶר אֵלָּ ם כַאֲשֶר דִׁ רָּ וַיֵלֶךְ אַבְּ

ים   עִׁ בְּ שִׁ ים וְּ נִׁ מֵש שָּ ם בֶן חָּ רָּ אַבְּ תוֹ לוֹט וְּ אִׁ

ן רָּ צֵאתוֹ מֵחָּ נָּה בְּ :שָּ  
And Abram took Sarai his wife and Lot his brother's son, and all 
their possessions that they had acquired, and the souls they had 
acquired in Haran, and they went to go to the land of Canaan, and 
they came to the land of Canaan. 

אֶת לוֹט בֶן  . ה תוֹ וְּ שְּ רַי אִׁ ם אֶת שָּׂ רָּ קַח אַבְּ וַיִׁ

אֶת הַנֶפֶש   כָּשוּ וְּ ם אֲשֶר רָּ כוּשָּ ל רְּ אֶת כָּ יו וְּ חִׁ אָּ

נַעַן   ה כְּ צָּ לֶכֶת אַרְּ אוּ לָּ ן וַיֵצְּ רָּ חָּ שׂוּ בְּ אֲשֶר עָּ

עַן נָּ ה כְּ צָּ אוּ אַרְּ בֹּ :וַיָּ  



Lech Lecha   Gen 12:1:5-10 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

Go for yourself from your land from your relatives. 

 

Leave your relatives  -  his brother Haran died and Lot was an orphan  -  Abram 

adopted him and took him with him and this caused Abraham serious problems 

in the future. 

Now the LORD said unto Abram: 'Get thee out 
of thy country, and from thy kindred, and from 
thy father's house, unto the land that I will 
show thee.  

הוָּה אֶל א ֹּאמֶר יְּ ם-וַי רָּ ךָ  -לֶךְ, אַבְּ צְּ ךָ מֵאַרְּ לְּ

יךָ בִׁ בֵית אָּ ךָ וּמִׁ תְּ מוֹלַדְּ רֶץ-אֶל, וּמִׁ אָּ אֲשֶר  , הָּ

אֶךָּ  . אַרְּ  



Lech Lecha   Gen 12:1:5-6 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

You shall leave you go. 

 

Lech Lechah  -  lamed  30,  chaf  20,  lamed 30,  chaf 20,  =  100 

 

Numerical value is 100.  This hints that if you do so you will have a son when you 

become 100 years old. 

 

     Meam Loez 2:5 

Now the LORD said unto Abram: 'Get thee out 
of thy country, and from thy kindred, and from 
thy father's house, unto the land that I will 
show thee.  

הוָּה אֶל א ֹּאמֶר יְּ ם-וַי רָּ ךָ  -לֶךְ, אַבְּ צְּ ךָ מֵאַרְּ לְּ

יךָ בִׁ בֵית אָּ ךָ וּמִׁ תְּ מוֹלַדְּ רֶץ-אֶל, וּמִׁ אָּ אֲשֶר  , הָּ

אֶךָּ  . אַרְּ  



Lech Lecha   Gen 12:1:7-10 

    

 

 

 

 

From your land from your birth place from the house of your fathers 

 

Obviously if you leave your country you also have left your birthplace and your 

family home, is this not redundant? 

 

The Torah lists the departures according to the pain of leave taking and Abraham 

received an additional reward for each stage of separation.  He would be 

  1.  numerous 

  2.  wealthy 

  3.  famous (enlarge your name) 

i.e.,  take your son, your only son, the one you love, another example. 

 

     Or HaChaim p119 

  

Now the LORD said unto Abram: 'Get thee out 
of thy country, and from thy kindred, and from 
thy father's house, unto the land that I will 
show thee.  

הוָּה אֶל א ֹּאמֶר יְּ ם-וַי רָּ ךָ  -לֶךְ, אַבְּ צְּ ךָ מֵאַרְּ לְּ

יךָ בִׁ בֵית אָּ ךָ וּמִׁ תְּ מוֹלַדְּ רֶץ-אֶל, וּמִׁ אָּ אֲשֶר  , הָּ

אֶךָּ  . אַרְּ  



Lech Lecha   Gen 12:1:9-10 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

And from the house of your father 

 

You are to take nothing, enjoy nothing, inherit nothing from your father, Terach’s, 

house. 

 

      Meam Loez 2:5 

Now the LORD said unto Abram: 'Get thee out 
of thy country, and from thy kindred, and from 
thy father's house, unto the land that I will 
show thee.  

הוָּה אֶל א ֹּאמֶר יְּ ם-וַי רָּ ךָ  -לֶךְ, אַבְּ צְּ ךָ מֵאַרְּ לְּ

יךָ בִׁ בֵית אָּ ךָ וּמִׁ תְּ מוֹלַדְּ רֶץ-אֶל, וּמִׁ אָּ אֲשֶר  , הָּ

אֶךָּ  . אַרְּ  



Lech Lecha   Gen 12:1:9-10 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

The house of your father. 

 

Abraham’s mother and father were named: 

 

Amashlohi Bas Carnoval and Terach. 

They are mentioned in Bava Basra. 

Abraham was born 1948 after creation 1948 AC. 

Now the LORD said unto Abram: 'Get thee out 
of thy country, and from thy kindred, and from 
thy father's house, unto the land that I will 
show thee.  

הוָּה אֶל א ֹּאמֶר יְּ ם-וַי רָּ ךָ  -לֶךְ, אַבְּ צְּ ךָ מֵאַרְּ לְּ

יךָ בִׁ בֵית אָּ ךָ וּמִׁ תְּ מוֹלַדְּ רֶץ-אֶל, וּמִׁ אָּ אֲשֶר  , הָּ

אֶךָּ  . אַרְּ  



Lech Lecha   Gen 12:1:9-10 

    

 

 

 

 

 

And the house of your father. 

 

His father worshipped idols.  Not a good environment for Abram. 

 

To leave an elderly father would not be seen in a good light.  The Torah therefore 

tells us that first Abraham was ordered to leave by God and it tells us at the 

end of the portion of Noah that Terach died in Charan Gen 11:32.  So we see 

that Terach did not die before Abraham left.  Terach was 145 years old and did 

not die till age 205 and Abraham left at age 75 and was 135 years old when his 

father died. 

 

     Meam Loez 2:3 

Now the LORD said unto Abram: 'Get thee 
out of thy country, and from thy kindred, 
and from thy father's house, unto the land 
that I will show thee.  

הוָּה אֶל א ֹּאמֶר יְּ ם-וַי רָּ ךָ  -לֶךְ, אַבְּ צְּ ךָ מֵאַרְּ לְּ

יךָ בִׁ בֵית אָּ ךָ וּמִׁ תְּ מוֹלַדְּ רֶץ-אֶל, וּמִׁ אָּ אֲשֶר  , הָּ

אֶךָּ  . אַרְּ  



Lech Lecha   Gen 12:1:13-14 

    

 

 

 

 

 

I will show 

 

I will show you the land 

I will show the land you 

I will show it (the land) to you 

I will show you to it (the land) 

 

One will not achieve its full potential without the other. 

 

     Or HaChaim 120 

Now the LORD said unto Abram: 'Get thee out 
of thy country, and from thy kindred, and from 
thy father's house, unto the land that I will 
show thee.  

הוָּה אֶל א ֹּאמֶר יְּ ם-וַי רָּ ךָ  -לֶךְ, אַבְּ צְּ ךָ מֵאַרְּ לְּ

יךָ בִׁ בֵית אָּ ךָ וּמִׁ תְּ מוֹלַדְּ רֶץ-אֶל, וּמִׁ אָּ אֲשֶר  , הָּ

אֶךָּ  . אַרְּ  



Lech Lecha   Gen 12:1:13-14 

    

 

 

 

 

 

To the land that I will show you 

 

God did not tell Abraham where He was going to send him and this was a test of 

Abraham to see if he would do what God asked of him with a perfect faith even 

though he had no idea where God would eventually send him.  Abraham would 

have to tell anyone who asked where are you moving to “I have faith in God who 

will show me where to move.” 

     Torah Gems I:101 

Now the LORD said unto Abram: 'Get thee out 
of thy country, and from thy kindred, and from 
thy father's house, unto the land that I will 
show thee.  

הוָּה אֶל א ֹּאמֶר יְּ ם-וַי רָּ ךָ  -לֶךְ, אַבְּ צְּ ךָ מֵאַרְּ לְּ

יךָ בִׁ בֵית אָּ ךָ וּמִׁ תְּ מוֹלַדְּ רֶץ-אֶל, וּמִׁ אָּ אֲשֶר  , הָּ

אֶךָּ  . אַרְּ  
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I will make you 

 

Seven elements of the promises 

1.  make you a great Nation  -  in numbers and significance 

2.  He will bless you in material prosperity 

3.  You will be held as a high standard 

4.  and you will be a blessing. 

5.  I will bless those that praise you. 

6.  I will curse he that curses you. 

7.  The families of the world will bless themselves by you. 

And I will make of thee a great nation, and I 
will bless thee, and make thy name great; and 
be thou a blessing.  

ךָ ב אֶעֶשְּׂ דוֹל, וְּ גוֹי גָּ ךָ, לְּ רֶכְּ מֶךָ, וַאֲבָּ ה שְּ לָּ ; וַאֲגַדְּ

יֵה כָּה, וֶהְּ רָּ . בְּ  
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And I will bless them that bless you 

And him that curses you I will curse 

 

Note:  the special order of the phrases.  The words, “I  (God) will bless”, is put before 

“those that bless you”. 

 

- Those that God blesses will feel good and give a better blessing and the phrase 

“him that curses you”, is put before, “I will curse”.  

- Those that God curses will give a more violent curse.  So God does his cursing 

of them after they finish their curse and besides they will then know why God 

cursed them. 

  -  There will be many (plural) that bless you. 

      There will be very few (singular) that curse you. 

And I will bless them that bless thee, and him 
that curseth thee will I curse; and in thee shall 
all the families of the earth be blessed.'  

כָּה ג רְּ כֶיךָ, וַאֲבָּ רְּ בָּ ךָ, מְּ קַלֶלְּ ר, וּמְּ אֹּ כוּ ; אָּ רְּ בְּ נִׁ וְּ

ךָ ה, בְּ מָּ אֲדָּ ת הָּ חֹּ פְּ שְּ ל מִׁ .כֹּ  
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And the people of the earth 

 will get their blessings through you. 

 

Those who cursed you I will curse and they will be dependent on your good will 

(Abraham) to receive any blessings.  i.e., indirect blessings from God through 

Abraham to the people of the earth. 

 

     Or HaChaim 

And I will bless them that bless thee, and him 
that curseth thee will I curse; and in thee shall 
all the families of the earth be blessed.'  

כָּה ג רְּ כֶיךָ, וַאֲבָּ רְּ בָּ ךָ, מְּ קַלֶלְּ ר, וּמְּ אֹּ כוּ ; אָּ רְּ בְּ נִׁ וְּ
ךָ ה, בְּ מָּ אֲדָּ ת הָּ חֹּ פְּ שְּ ל מִׁ .כֹּ  
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So Abram departed as the Lord had spoke to him. 

 

Verse 5 describes in detail Abram’s journey so is this verse superfluous?  No, it is to 

show that Abram departed as God had spoke to him  -  not because of any 

promised reward but merely because God had honored him with speaking to him 

and out of respect for God’s request.  No questions asked.  

 

He went only in fulfillment of God’s command.  The ‘kuf of ka′asher’, describes the 

time.  Immediately as God finished speaking to him. 

 

     Or HaChaim 123 

So Abram went, as the LORD had spoken unto 
him; and Lot went with him; and Abram was 
seventy and five years old when he departed 
out of Haran. 

ם  ד רָּ הוָּה, וַיֵלֶךְ אַבְּ יו יְּ בֶר אֵלָּ וַיֵלֶךְ  , כַאֲשֶר דִׁ

תוֹ ם; לוֹט, אִׁ רָּ אַבְּ ים  -בֶן, וְּ עִׁ בְּ שִׁ ים וְּ נִׁ מֵש שָּ חָּ

נָּה צֵאתוֹ, שָּ ן, בְּ רָּ .מֵחָּ  
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And Lot went with him 

 

Abraham’s brother, Haran, died in the flames of Ur Kasdim supporting Abraham.  

Abraham took on the responsibility of raising the orphaned Lot. 

 

The Zohar notes that Abraham knew Lot’s descendants would be David and the 

Messiah and that is another reason Abraham took Lot along. 

 

     Stone p55 

So Abram went, as the LORD had spoken unto 
him; and Lot went with him; and Abram was 
seventy and five years old when he departed 
out of Haran.  

ם ד רָּ הוָּה, וַיֵלֶךְ אַבְּ יו יְּ בֶר אֵלָּ וַיֵלֶךְ , כַאֲשֶר דִׁ

תוֹ ם; לוֹט, אִׁ רָּ אַבְּ ים  -בֶן, וְּ עִׁ בְּ שִׁ ים וְּ נִׁ מֵש שָּ חָּ

נָּה צֵאתוֹ, שָּ ן, בְּ רָּ מֵחָּ  
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Sari  -  means princess 

  -  in Accadian it means queen-Siratiu 

And Abram took Sarai his wife, and Lot his 
brother's son, and all their substance that they 
had gathered, and the souls that they had 
gotten in Haran; and they went forth to go into 
the land of Canaan; and into the land of 
Canaan they came.  

ם אֶת ה רָּ קַח אַבְּ אֶת-וַיִׁ תוֹ וְּ שְּ רַי אִׁ לוֹט  -שָּׂ

יו-בֶן חִׁ אֶת, אָּ כָּשוּ-כָּל-וְּ ם אֲשֶר רָּ כוּשָּ ,  רְּ

אֶת ן-אֲשֶר, הַנֶפֶש-וְּ רָּ חָּ שׂוּ בְּ אוּ; עָּ , וַיֵצְּ

נַעַן ה כְּ צָּ לֶכֶת אַרְּ אוּ, לָּ בֹּ עַן, וַיָּ נָּ ה כְּ צָּ .אַרְּ  
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And Lot (he took with him) 

 

He was not supposed to take Lot with him but he had adopted him as a son when his 

father Haran died and could not separate himself from him. 

 

But where he had a minor opportunity i.e., the shepherd’s fued, he suggested they 

separate and they did so. 

 

     Or HaChaim p119 

And Abram took Sarai his wife, and Lot his 
brother's son, and all their substance that they 
had gathered, and the souls that they had 
gotten in Haran; and they went forth to go into 
the land of Canaan; and into the land of 
Canaan they came.  

ם אֶת ה רָּ קַח אַבְּ אֶת-וַיִׁ תוֹ וְּ שְּ רַי אִׁ לוֹט  -שָּׂ

יו-בֶן חִׁ אֶת, אָּ כָּשוּ-כָּל-וְּ ם אֲשֶר רָּ כוּשָּ ,  רְּ

אֶת ן-אֲשֶר, הַנֶפֶש-וְּ רָּ חָּ שׂוּ בְּ אוּ; עָּ , וַיֵצְּ

נַעַן ה כְּ צָּ לֶכֶת אַרְּ אוּ, לָּ בֹּ עַן, וַיָּ נָּ ה כְּ צָּ .אַרְּ  
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And the souls that they had made in Haran. 

 

This verse might seem hard to understand since it is impossible to make a soul. 

 

It alludes to the people who were proselytized by Abram and Sarai. 

 

This teaches us that one who teaches Torah to another is counted as if he had made a 

new soul since he also brings him life in the world to come. 

 

     Meam Loez 2:22 

And Abram took Sarai his wife, and Lot his 
brother's son, and all their substance that they 
had gathered, and the souls that they had 
gotten in Haran; and they went forth to go into 
the land of Canaan; and into the land of 
Canaan they came.  

ם אֶת ה רָּ קַח אַבְּ אֶת-וַיִׁ תוֹ וְּ שְּ רַי אִׁ לוֹט  -שָּׂ

יו-בֶן חִׁ אֶת, אָּ כָּשוּ-כָּל-וְּ ם אֲשֶר רָּ כוּשָּ ,  רְּ

אֶת ן-אֲשֶר, הַנֶפֶש-וְּ רָּ חָּ שׂוּ בְּ אוּ; עָּ , וַיֵצְּ

נַעַן ה כְּ צָּ לֶכֶת אַרְּ אוּ, לָּ בֹּ עַן, וַיָּ נָּ ה כְּ צָּ .אַרְּ  
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And the Canaanites were then in the land 

 

See Gen 9:25 Ham (Canaan) who saw the nakedness of his father Noah is cursed to 

be a servant of servants:  -  he cannot own land.  Slaves don’t possess property 

rights. 

 

The Canaanites had taken the land from the Semites illegally.  Abraham being a 

Semite could expel the Canaanites and the land would be returned to its rightful 

owners. 

 

Semites  =  descendents of Shem  Shem 

      Ham 

      Yafes 

     Or HaChaim 124 

And Abram passed through the land unto the 
place of Shechem, unto the terebinth of 
Moreh. And the Canaanite was then in the 
land.  

ם ו רָּ ר אַבְּ רֶץ, וַיַעֲבֹּ אָּ כֶם, בָּ קוֹם שְּ עַד , עַד מְּ

י; אֵלוֹן מוֹרֶה נַעֲנִׁ הַכְּ רֶץ, וְּ אָּ ז בָּ .אָּ  
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And the Canaanites were then in the land. 

 

During this period the Canaanites possessed the Holy land.  They were the 

descendants of Ham. 

 

Once Abram arrived they were no longer the rightful owners. 

 

The Gematria of ‘Canaan’ is 190 perhaps alluding to the fact that Abraham and Sarai 

would be 100 and 90 years old respectively when Isaac was born.  The fact that 

the land would be eventually transferred to the Israelites is already part of its 

name by means of its gematria. 

 

     Or HaChaim p124 

And Abram passed through the land unto the 
place of Shechem, unto the terebinth of 
Moreh. And the Canaanite was then in the 
land.  

ם ו רָּ ר אַבְּ רֶץ, וַיַעֲבֹּ אָּ כֶם, בָּ קוֹם שְּ עַד , עַד מְּ

י; אֵלוֹן מוֹרֶה נַעֲנִׁ הַכְּ רֶץ, וְּ אָּ ז בָּ .אָּ  
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Abraham is promised a son and also promised the land of Canaan.  The two are 

interrelated.  Gen 12:7 and Gen 13:15. 

 

Abraham was born in Mesopotamia moves to Canaan goes to Egypt in Gen 12. 

 

Jacob born in Canaan moves to Mesopotamia comes back to Canaan, goes to 

Egypt and dies. 

 

Isaac by contrast will never leave Canaan,  he is born, lives his life and dies in 

Canaan.  This is because of the interlink between his birth and the land of 

Canaan in the covenant between God and Abraham. 

 

     Gary Rendsburg p135 

And the Lord appeared to Abram, and He said, 
"To your seed I will give this land," and there 
he built an altar to the Lord, Who had 
appeared to him. 

עֲךָ אֶתֵן  . ז זַרְּ ֹּאמֶר לְּ ם וַי רָּ וָּה אֶל אַבְּ הֹּ א יְּ וַיֵרָּ

וָּה   בֵחַ לַיהֹּ זְּ ם מִׁ בֶן שָּ ֹּאת וַיִׁ רֶץ הַז אָּ אֶת הָּ

יו אֶה אֵלָּ רְּ :הַנִׁ  
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“And from there he relocated to the mountain east of Bais El and pitched his tent, with Bais El 

on the west and Ai on the east; and he built there an altar to Hashem and invoked Hashem 

by name: 

      Bereshis 12:8 

Why does the Torah elaborate in detailing the precise location where Abraham lived?  The rule 

in the pursuit of Torah and its mitzvos is (Mishle 2:4):  “If you seek it like silver, and 

search for it like hidden treasure, then you will understand the fear of Hashem and you will 

find the knowledge of God.”  The opening of a business requires that the owner research 

and analyze many factors before he can decide upon the best location to establish his 

business.  Similarly, every person should invest time and effort to determine where and 

how his spiritual investments are most likely to be successful, and that is where he should 

locate his place of davening, learning and chesed endeavors. 

Avraham realized that he had much to contribute in the realm of spiritual growth.  He toiled and 

researched until he discovered the most appropriate location where he would be able to 

fulfill the mitzvah of ‘hachnosas orchim’, and thereby promote the honor of heaven among 

the residents of the land.  He chose to settle between two large cities, where he would be 

able to service travelers from either direction.  Rashi alludes to this, as he later comments 

(20:1) that with the destruction of neighboring cities, wayfarers ceased and Avraham 

relocated, as he was no longer able to serve as host. 

And he removed from thence unto the mountain on the east 
of Beth-el, and pitched his tent, having Beth-el on the west, 
and Ai on the east; and he builded there an altar unto the 
LORD, and called upon the name of the LORD.  

ה  ח רָּ הָּ ם הָּ שָּ תֵק מִׁ בֵית, וַיַעְּ קֶדֶם לְּ וַיֵט  --אֵל-מִׁ

הֳלֹה יָּם-בֵית; אָּ קֶדֶם, אֵל מִׁ עַי מִׁ הָּ בֶן, וְּ בֵחַ  -וַיִׁ זְּ ם מִׁ שָּ

הוָּה, לַיהוָּה שֵם יְּ א בְּ רָּ קְּ .וַיִׁ  
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His tent 

 

- Should be spelled, ‘aleph, heh, lamed, vov, ohaloh’, “his tent”.  “Ahalah, aleph, 

  heh, lamed, heh’ has the same spelling as ‘ohaloh’ meaning “her tent”. 

 

This suggests that Abram’s first arranged his wife’s tent and then his own. 

 

Telling us – a man should attend to his wife’s needs before his own. 

 

     Rashi 

And he removed from thence unto the 
mountain on the east of Beth-el, and pitched 
his tent, having Beth-el on the west, and Ai on 
the east; and he builded there an altar unto 
the LORD, and called upon the name of the 
LORD.  

ה ח רָּ הָּ ם הָּ שָּ תֵק מִׁ בֵית, וַיַעְּ קֶדֶם לְּ וַיֵט  --אֵל-מִׁ

הֳלֹה יָּם-בֵית; אָּ קֶדֶם, אֵל מִׁ עַי מִׁ הָּ בֶן, וְּ ם -וַיִׁ שָּ

בֵחַ לַיהוָּה זְּ הוָּה, מִׁ שֵם יְּ א בְּ רָּ קְּ . וַיִׁ  
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And he descended to Egypt. 

 

When you are in Israel you are considered to be in a spiritually elevated place.   

 When you leave you are considered to be going down, descended to Egypt. 

 

Egyptians  -  children of Ham. 

And there was a famine in the land; and Abram 
went down into Egypt to sojourn there; for the 
famine was sore in the land. 

ב י עָּ י רָּ הִׁ רֶץ, וַיְּ אָּ ה  ; בָּ מָּ רַיְּ צְּ ם מִׁ רָּ וַיֵרֶד אַבְּ

ם גוּר שָּ י, לָּ רֶץ-כִׁ אָּ ב בָּ עָּ רָּ בֵד הָּ . כָּ  
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Behold now I know that you are a beautiful woman. 

 

Suggests that only now Abraham looked at his wife or even after a difficult dusty trip 

she impressed him with her beauty. 

 

     Bava Basra 16a 

 

“Behold now”, the time has come to be concerned about your beauty. 

 

     Torah Temimah  

     Rashi 

 

And it came to pass, when he was come near 
to enter into Egypt, that he said unto Sarai his 
wife: 'Behold now, I know that thou art a fair 
woman to look upon.  

י יא הִׁ ה, וַיְּ מָּ יְּ רָּ צְּ בוֹא מִׁ יב לָּ רִׁ קְּ ;  כַאֲשֶר הִׁ

ֹּאמֶר תוֹ-אֶל, וַי שְּ רַי אִׁ נֵה, שָּׂ י-הִׁ תִׁ י , נָּא יָּדַעְּ כִׁ

פַת ה יְּ שָּ תְּ -אִׁ אֶה אָּ . מַרְּ  
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and they will kill me 

 

Please say that you are my sister. 

 

It is permissible to tell a lie when a life is at stake.  Terah was the father of Abram and 

the grandfather of Sarai. 

 

Since both are considered the children of Terah they could call themselves brother 

and sister. 

 

     Rashi to 20:12 

     Kestenbaum 25 

And it will come to pass, when the Egyptians 
shall see thee, that they will say: This is his 
wife; and they will kill me, but thee they will 
keep alive.  

יָּה יב הָּ י, וְּ ים-כִׁ רִׁ צְּ ךְ הַמִׁ תָּ אוּ אֹּ רְּ רוּ, יִׁ מְּ אָּ ,  וְּ

ֹּאת תוֹ ז שְּ י; אִׁ תִׁ גוּ אֹּ רְּ הָּ חַיוּ, וְּ ךְ יְּ תָּ אֹּ .וְּ  
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And they will kill me 

 

Why did Abram lie about Sarai being his sister rather than his wife. 

 

Peculiar story. 

It looks like he protected himself  but not Sarai. 

Sarai was taken into Pharaoh’s harem.  It can be explained that if it was known that 

Abraham was Sarai’s husband killing him would free her.  But if Sarai was 

married to another who was not with them killing her supposed brother Abram 

would not free her for another to take. 

 

     Meam Loez 2:28 

     Meam Loez 2:30 

And it will come to pass, when the Egyptians 
shall see thee, that they will say: This is his 
wife; and they will kill me, but thee they will 
keep alive.  

יָּה יב הָּ י, וְּ ים-כִׁ רִׁ צְּ ךְ הַמִׁ תָּ אוּ אֹּ רְּ רוּ, יִׁ מְּ אָּ ,  וְּ

ֹּאת תוֹ ז שְּ י; אִׁ תִׁ גוּ אֹּ רְּ הָּ חַיוּ, וְּ ךְ יְּ תָּ אֹּ .וְּ  
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“Please say that you are my sister, in order that it will go well with me for your sake and that I may live on 

account of you:   

“that it will go well and me for your sake.” 

  That they will give me gifts.   Rashi 

Many commentators ask how Avraham could want gifts, especially under such circumstances.  Even when 

he had a right to take gifts, after he defeated the four kings, he told the King of Sodom that he would 

not take even a string or a shoe lace.  How, then, can we understand this Rashi? 

Avraham had to somehow get across the point that Sarah was his sister, because if they would see that she 

is his wife they would kill him and take her.  Avraham understood that this would only work if 

someone would approach them and ask,  “Is this your husband,” and she would respond, “No, he is 

my brother.”  He realized that if they would offer this information first, it would look as if this was a 

scheme and that they were trying to hide something.  He also feared that if they just kept quiet the 

people would assume that they were married and wouldn’t even ask.  They would just kill Avraham 

and take Sarah. 

Avraham, therefore came up with the following plan.  He told Sara; “If men approach us, you should 

initiate the conversation by saying:  ‘I have a poor brother, and I am asking that you give me gifts for 

him’.  In this way, people would know that I am your brother.  The only reason that I am accepting the 

gifts is to save my life.” 

This, then, is the way to read the verse.  Avraham is telling Sarah what to say:  “Please say that you are my 

sister in order that it will go well with me for your sake”:  and that will save his life, for he has no 

other option but to convey that she is his sister. 

     Rabbi Aaron Cardash, Rebbe, Fasman Yeshiva High School 

     Lekutei Peshatim 

Say, I pray thee, thou art my sister; that it may be 
well with me for thy sake, and that my soul may 
live because of thee.'  

י  יג רִׁ מְּ תְּ , נָּא-אִׁ י אָּ תִׁ יטַב--אֲחֹּ מַעַן יִׁ י בַעֲבוּרֵךְ-לְּ ,  לִׁ
לֵךְ לָּ גְּ י בִׁ שִׁ ה נַפְּ תָּ יְּ חָּ .וְּ  
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He came 

 

Should say, ‘kevoam’  “they came” plural. 

Abram did not expect Sarai or any other person to share his destiny.  It also suggests 

that Abram hid her so she would not be seen. 

 

     Rashi 

 

And it came to pass, that, when Abram was 
come into Egypt, the Egyptians beheld the 
woman that she was very fair.  

י יד הִׁ ה, וַיְּ מָּ יְּ רָּ צְּ ם מִׁ רָּ בוֹא אַבְּ אוּ ; כְּ רְּ וַיִׁ

ים אֶת רִׁ צְּ ה-הַמִׁ שָּ אִׁ י, הָּ ד-כִׁ אֹּ וא מְּ ה הִׁ . יָּפָּ  
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And he acquired it 

 

Why did Abram accept gifts from Pharaoh of Egypt but refused to accept anything 

from the King of Sodom? 

 

Here the subterfuge was still in progress.  He was receiving gifts as the brother of 

Sarai from those who wished to marry her.  If he would have refused he would 

have aroused Pharaoh’s suspicions. 

 

      Abarbanel 

      Stone p57 

And he dealt well with Abram for her sake; and 
he had sheep, and oxen, and he-asses, and 
men-servants, and maid-servants, and she-
asses, and camels.  

יב טז ם הֵיטִׁ רָּ אַבְּ הּ, וּלְּ י; בַעֲבוּרָּ הִׁ ֹּאן-וַיְּ -לוֹ צ

ר קָּ ים, וּבָּ רִׁ ת, וַחֲמֹּ חֹּ פָּ ים וּשְּ דִׁ ת  , וַעֲבָּ נֹּ וַאֲתֹּ

ים מַלִׁ . וּגְּ  
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And God brought plagues on Pharaoh. 

 

This was a forecast of the later plagues that would be brought upon Egypt.  Abraham 

left bearing rich gifts is also a forecast of the future when the Israelites would 

leave Egypt. 

 

     Rabbi Silbur 

     Anshe Sholom 11-11-00 

And the LORD plagued Pharaoh and his house 
with great plagues because of Sarai Abram's 
wife.  

הוָּה אֶת יז נַגַע יְּ ים-וַיְּ לִׁ דֹּ ים גְּ עִׁ גָּ ה נְּ עֹּ אֶת, פַרְּ -וְּ

רַי-עַל, בֵיתוֹ בַר שָּׂ ם, דְּ רָּ .אֵשֶת אַבְּ  
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And Pharaoh called Abram. 

 

Pharaoh expelled Abram from his country Gen 12:20 because he could no longer 

threaten Sarai now that he knew she was a married woman.  But he could not be 

sure others in his sexually permissive society would also respect her. 

 

Avimelech put the entire country at Abram’s disposal not concerned that any of his 

citizens would attack her.  Gen 20:15. 

 

In addition the Egyptians were very dark and Sarai’s beauty was unusual and special 

for them.  The Philistines were similar in appearance so Sarai would not be 

different and would not be especially enticing to them. 

 

     Or HaChaim 129 

And Pharaoh called Abram, and said: 'What is 
this that thou hast done unto me? why didst 
thou not tell me that she was thy wife?  

ה יח עֹּ א פַרְּ רָּ קְּ ם, וַיִׁ רָּ אַבְּ ֹּאמֶר, לְּ ֹּאת  -מַה, וַי ז

י יתָּ לִׁ שִׁׂ ה לֹּא; עָּ מָּ י-לָּ תָּ לִׁ גַדְּ ךָ  , הִׁ תְּ שְּ י אִׁ כִׁ

וא .הִׁ  
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Why did you not tell me 

 

At least tell me, Pharaoh. 

And Pharaoh called Abram, and said: 'What is 
this that thou hast done unto me? why didst 
thou not tell me that she was thy wife?  

ה יח עֹּ א פַרְּ רָּ קְּ ם, וַיִׁ רָּ אַבְּ ֹּאמֶר, לְּ ֹּאת  -מַה, וַי ז

י יתָּ לִׁ שִׁׂ ה לֹּא; עָּ מָּ י-לָּ תָּ לִׁ גַדְּ ךָ  , הִׁ תְּ שְּ י אִׁ כִׁ

וא .הִׁ  
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Abraham was very heavy with cattle, money and gold. 

 

What is the permissibility of gathering great wealth – more than needed for your 

basic needs? 

Is accumulating wealth and being active in the pursuit of wealth is that considered a 

permitted use of your time? 

 

Deut 17:17 a  - don’t accumulate wealth – said to a King. 

Does this relate to other Jews also or only to Kings? 

Rambam -  It is bad to have too much money.  A person will consider himself above 

his brothers.  A ‘Baal Gaivah’. Even a King must not do so ‘kal vachomer’, 

       others must not do so either.  The King must also have a Sefer Torah next to him. 

And Abram was very rich in cattle, in silver, and 
in gold. 

ם ב רָּ אַבְּ ד, וְּ אֹּ בֵד מְּ נֶה, כָּ קְּ ב, בַמִׁ הָּ .בַכֶסֶף וּבַזָּ  
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had been in the beginning  

 

Avram had been able to go down to Egypt knowing how evil a place it was and not 

be influenced by it and return rich but not ethically changed by the experience.  

He returned to “where his tent had been in the beginning.” 

 

Lot however, went down to the evil cities of Sodom not knowing how evil it was and 

he becomes part of it never extricating himself from that influence. 

 

We see a person may knowingly choose evil and not have that be a bad choice. 

 

     Rabbi Silbur 

     Anshe Sholom 

     11-11-2000 

And he went on his journeys from the South 
even to Beth-el, unto the place where his tent 
had been at the beginning, between Beth-el 
and Ai;  

יו, וַיֵלֶךְ ג עָּ מַסָּּ נֶגֶב, לְּ עַד, מִׁ -עַד--אֵל-בֵית-וְּ

קוֹם ה-אֲשֶר, הַמָּ לָּ חִׁ הֳלֹה בַתְּ ם אָּ יָּה שָּ בֵין  , הָּ

י, אֵל-בֵית עָּ . וּבֵין הָּ  
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“And there was a strife between the shepherds of Avram’s cattle and the shepherds of Lot’s cattle.  And the 

Canaanites and the Perizites dwelled in the land.   And Abram said to Lot:  ‘Please let there be no 

strife between me and you and between my herdsmen and your herdsmen, for we are brothers.’” 

 

The verse begins by describing the strife between the shepherds of Avraham and those of Lot as being a 

’riv’.  When Avraham warned Lot that there may be a continued feud between them, he used the word 

‘merivah’.  What is the significance of this change in the word? 

The Gemara (Sanhedrin 7a) tells us that the nature of argument is similar to that of an irrigation canal.  As a 

rush of water comes through, the water spreads out over a wide area.  Misunderstandings lead to lack 

of respect.  This leads to animosity, jealousy, anger and outright hatred.  The ugly beast spreads its 

claws and envelops more victims. 

When Avraham noticed that strife had taken hold and affected the shepherds, it was still limited, and the 

Torah uses the word ‘riv’, the masculine form of the word, to reflect that fact that until that moment, 

the problem was under control. 

 The word later being used is the feminine form which reflects the nature of a situation which could “give 

birth” and spread further.  If this were to occur, the danger would then threaten to envelop both Lot 

and Avraham themselves.  Avraham insisted that it would be better to part one from another rather 

than to allow the situation to worsen. 

And there was a strife between the herdmen of 
Abram's cattle and the herdmen of Lot's cattle. 
And the Canaanite and the Perizzite dwelt then in 
the land. 

י  ז הִׁ יב-וַיְּ נֵה, רִׁ קְּ עֵי מִׁ ם-בֵין רֹּ רָּ עֵי  , וּבֵין, אַבְּ רֹּ

נֵה קְּ י; לוֹט-מִׁ נַעֲנִׁ הַכְּ י, וְּ זִׁ רִׁ הַפְּ ז, וְּ רֶץ, אָּ אָּ שֵב בָּ .יֹּ  

And Abram said unto Lot: 'Let there be no strife, I 
pray thee, between me and thee, and between my 
herdmen and thy herdmen; for we are brethren.  

ם אֶל  ח רָּ ֹּאמֶר אַבְּ י  -אַל, לוֹט-וַי ה בֵינִׁ יבָּ רִׁ י מְּ הִׁ נָּא תְּ

עַי, וּבֵינֶךָ עֶיךָ, וּבֵין רֹּ י  :וּבֵין רֹּ ים-כִׁ ים אַחִׁ נוּ, אֲנָּשִׁ .אֲנָּחְּ  
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Arise and walk in the land, along its length and breath for I have given it to you. 

 

From where we learn that if one obtains an item i.e., a wife, a field or an object and 

uses it, he is considered to have acquired it. 

 

     TY Kiddushin 1:3 

     Torah Temimah 

Arise, walk through the land in the length of it 
and in the breadth of it; for unto thee will I 
give it.'  

רֶץ יז אָּ הַלֵךְ בָּ תְּ הּ, קוּם הִׁ בָּ חְּ רָּ כָּהּ וּלְּ רְּ אָּ : לְּ

ךָ י לְּ נֶנָּה, כִׁ .אֶתְּ  
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Origin of the word Hebrew – Ivri. 

 

IVRI – from the word ‘ever’ -  the other side of the Euphrates. 

 

Abraham came to Canaan from the other side of the Euphrates. 

 

Also the other side – Abraham came from another side of the moral and spiritual 

standards of that age. 

And there came one that had escaped, and 
told Abram the Hebrew--now he dwelt by the 
terebinths of Mamre the Amorite, brother of 
Eshcol, and brother of Aner; and these were 
confederate with Abram.  

בֹּא יג יט, וַיָּ לִׁ י, וַיַגֵד, הַפָּ רִׁ בְּ עִׁ ם הָּ רָּ אַבְּ הוּא  ; לְּ וְּ

י רִׁ אֱמֹּ רֵא הָּ אֵלֹנֵי מַמְּ כֵן בְּ י , שֹּ ל וַאֲחִׁ כֹּ י אֶשְּ אֲחִׁ

נֵר הֵם, עָּ ית, וְּ רִׁ ם-בַעֲלֵי בְּ רָּ .אַבְּ  
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“And Avram heard that his relative had been captured and he led out all those who had been educated in his 

house, three hundred and eighteen, and he pursued as far as Dan.”   Bereshis 14:14 

 

The Midrash Rabbah tells us that Avraham  felt obligated to go out to war, and even if he were to fall in 

battle, he was determined to sanctify Hashem’s name.  Why did Avraham feel it necessary to enter the 

 war of the four kings against the five kings at the risk of his life?  Though the Torah says that he 

wanted to save Lot, seemingly Lot did not deserve to have Avraham risk his life for him.  Avraham 

had tried to influence Lot.  Lot chose to leave Avraham and to settle in the most depraved place in the 

world – Sodom.  As a results, he was captured. 

Yet, the real reason that Avraham got involved was to keep his word to Lot.  As Rashi explains the verse 

(Bereshis 13:9):  “Please separate for me.  If you will go to the left, then I will go to the right, or if 

you will go to the right, I will go to the left.”  Avraham told Lot that no matter where he settled, he 

would remain close by to aid him if necessary.  Therefore, even though Lot had put himself into a 

position to be captured, Avraham felt that he must risk his life to save him because of the promise he 

had made. 

With this in mind we can understand why the war between the kings is considered as one of Avraham’s ten 

tests from Hashem.  Seemingly, this was a situation with which Avraham, on his own, chose to be 

involved, rather than a test of his loyalty to Hashem.  Despite the fact that logically Lot did not 

deserve to be saved at the risk of Avraham’s life, this was truly a test of whether the honor of Hashem 

was of prime importance to Avraham. 

   

And when Abram heard that his brother was taken 
captive, he led forth his trained men, born in his house, 
three hundred and eighteen, and pursued as far as Dan. 

ם  יד רָּ מַע אַבְּ שְּ יו, וַיִׁ חִׁ ה אָּ בָּ שְּ י נִׁ רֶק אֶת; כִׁ -וַיָּ

ידֵי בֵיתוֹ לִׁ יו יְּ יכָּ לֹש  , חֲנִׁ ר וּשְּ שָּׂ נָּה עָּ מֹּ שְּ

דֹּף, מֵאוֹת רְּ ן-עַד, וַיִׁ .דָּ  



Lech Lecha   Gen 14:18:1-4 

     

 

 

 

 

 

Abraham is fighting with his 318 men.   

The King of Salem gives him wine and bread.  Salem is a shortened form of 

Jerusalem, an allusion to the city of Jerusalem.  What does Abraham do?  He 

tithes the King and gives him 1/10th of all he has.  The King’s name is 

Malchizedek.  The King of righteousness who is the King of Salem. 

This is the first hint of Jerusalem in the Torah and it is telling it is ok to worship in 

the city because our patriarch Abraham did so and gave to tithes to that site. 

Also, in Gen 22:14 Abraham sacrifices a ram at that site, so it is the proper place 

to offer sacrifices to God. 

 

     Gary Rendsburg p135 

And Malchizedek the king of Salem brought 
out bread and wine, and he was a priest to the 
Most High God. 

יא לֶחֶם . יח לֵם הוֹצִׁ י צֶדֶק מֶלֶךְ שָּ כִׁ וּמַלְּ
יוֹן אֵל עֶלְּ הֵן לְּ הוּא כֹּ ן וְּ :וָּיָּיִׁ  
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Letters of the tetragrammaton – ‘yud, kay, vov, kay’, spelled with the vowels of 

‘elokim’. 

 

Combining the attribute of kindness and mercy with the attribute of strict justice. 

Compare to vowelization in Gen 5:7:4. 

Saying to us that God is merciful even in judgement, Rashi to Deut 3:24.  This means 

that even if we believe the judgement is harsh it is what is needed to insure a 

brighter future. 

     R’ S.R. Hirsch 

     Kestenbaum 29 

 

 

And Abram said: 'O Lord GOD, what wilt Thou 
give me, seeing I go hence childless, and he 
that shall be possessor of my house is Eliezer 
of Damascus?'  

ם ב רָּ ֹּאמֶר אַבְּ ה מַה, וַי הוִׁ י יְּ נָּ תֶן-אֲדֹּ י-תִׁ ,  לִׁ

י כִׁ נֹּ אָּ י, וְּ ירִׁ י-וּבֶן; הוֹלֵךְ עֲרִׁ הוּא , מֶשֶק בֵיתִׁ

יעֶזֶר .דַמֶשֶׂק אֱלִׁ  

And he said: 'O Lord GOD, whereby shall I 
know that I shall inherit it?'  

ֹּאמַר ח הוִׁה: וַי י יְּ נָּ שֶנָּה, אֲדֹּ ירָּ י אִׁ ה אֵדַע כִׁ .בַמָּ  
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             Stars   Dust       Sand 

 

Abraham Gen 15:5     Gen 22:17 

   Look at the sky and  

   count the stars  

   Gen 22:17 

   I’ll increase your children like stars and the sand of the seashore 

 

Isaac  Gen 26:4     Gen 22:17 

 

Jacob      Gen 28:14 Gen 32:13 

 

Num 23:10 “who can count the dust of Jacob”,  said Bilaam. 

 

      Meam Loez 15:80 

    

And He brought him forth abroad, and said: 
'Look now toward heaven, and count the stars, 
if thou be able to count them'; and He said 
unto him: 'So shall thy seed be.'  

ה ה תוֹ הַחוּצָּ ֹּאמֶר הַבֶט, וַיוֹצֵא אֹּ נָּא  -וַי

ים בִׁ ר הַכוֹכָּ פֹּ ה וּסְּ מָּ מַיְּ ם--הַשָּ ר  , תוּכַל-אִׁ פֹּ סְּ לִׁ

ם תָּ ֹּאמֶר לוֹ; אֹּ עֶךָ, וַי יֶה זַרְּ הְּ ה יִׁ .כֹּ  
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And He brought him forth abroad and He said: ‘Look now toward heaven.  Are you able to count the stars?’  And He said:  

‘So shall your children be.’” Bereshis 15:5 

  The simple meaning is that Hashem brought Avraham outside his tent so that he could look at the stars. The Midrash explains 

            that Hashem told him” “Go beyond your astrological speculations that you have seen by the planets that you will not raise a son. 

  indeed, Avram may have no son, but Avraham will have a son.  Sarai may not bear a child, but Sarah will.  I will give you other  

 names and your destiny will be changed.” -  Rashi  

 

A villager owned many vessels of gold and silver.  He was afraid to store them in his own house, for he had no secure place 

in which to hide them.  He asked his friend from the city to guard the items, since his friend lived in a large house 

with thick walls, equipped with a vault.  Unfortunately, some thieves also knew that the house had a vault, and soon 

after the deposit of the precious items was made, the criminals came and broke into a storehouse during the night, 

emptying it of its treasure.  The city dweller quickly sent a special officer as a messenger to inform his friend in the 

village of the bad news.  Upon hearing about the loss, the villager recruited the officer to help him find his stolen the 

items.  When the messenger saw the efforts being put forth, he discouragingly told the villager that he felt that the 

efforts to track down the perpetrators were wasted ones.  The villager quickly pointed out that he was determined to 

succeed.  “Your very arrival indicates that there is indeed hope.  Why else would my friend in the city have sent 

someone as yourself to me so quickly, if not because he wanted me to do something about the theft?  Obviously, even 

he feels that we can still find the thieves, and that is exactly what I hope to do!” 

Hashem informed Avraham that his children would become as numerous as the stars in the heavens.  As soon as he heard 

this news, Avraham understood that this was a signal that he should pray for children.  Avraham realized that the 

situation was not hopeless, but rather one which demanded that he pray with more intensity.  He was confused, 

though, because he knew that the signs of the stars were set and immutable, and he saw in the stars that he was 

destined to remain barren.  The response of Hashem to him was clear.  “You are not bound by the stars.  If I tell you to 

look to the heavens, it is a sign that you will indeed bear a son.  By means of the power of faith and prayer you can 

overcome any and all omens which may indicate otherwise.  My message for you is to persevere and be blessed.” 

And He brought him forth abroad, and said: 'Look now 
toward heaven, and count the stars, if thou be able to count 
them'; and He said unto him: 'So shall thy seed be.'  

ה  ה תוֹ הַחוּצָּ ֹּאמֶר הַבֶט, וַיוֹצֵא אֹּ ה  -וַי מָּ מַיְּ נָּא הַשָּ

ים בִׁ ר הַכוֹכָּ פֹּ ם--וּסְּ ם, תוּכַל-אִׁ תָּ ר אֹּ פֹּ סְּ ֹּאמֶר לוֹ; לִׁ , וַי

עֶךָ יֶה זַרְּ הְּ ה יִׁ .כֹּ  
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Abraham was the first person since the creation of the world to call God – Lord. 

 

This word signifies that God is master of the universe and can intervene in the 

working of this world.  God can override any other influence.  The ancient 

people thought God had influence on their lives i.e., the constallations, fate etc.  

Abraham is the first to acknowledge the one true supreme master. 

 

     Berachos 7b1 line 2 

And he said: 'O Lord GOD, whereby shall I 
know that I shall inherit it?'  

ֹּאמַר ח הוִׁה: וַי י יְּ נָּ שֶנָּה, אֲדֹּ ירָּ י אִׁ ה אֵדַע כִׁ .בַמָּ  



Lech Lecha   Gen 15:13:5-17 

    

 

 

 

 

Your offspring will be foreigners in a land that is not theirs and others will enslave 

and oppress them for 400 years. 

 

Abraham accepted this quietly.  He did not struggle with God about this decree.  Yet 

for total and mostly evil strangers who were to be punished in Sodom Abraham 

pleaded and argued with God.  Why the different response? 

 

An answer posed is that without the subjugation in Egypt the Israelites would not 

have been cleansed and purified such as to merit the Torah. 

 

     Meam Loez 4:148 

 

We do not accept such an answer. 

Just as we do not accept any benefit that can be ascribed to the Holocaust or sickness. 

And He said unto Abram: 'Know of a surety 
that thy seed shall be a stranger in a land that 
is not theirs, and shall serve them; and they 
shall afflict them four hundred years;  

ם יג רָּ אַבְּ ֹּאמֶר לְּ י, וַי עַ תֵדַע כִׁ יֶה  -יָּדֹּ הְּ גֵר יִׁ

הֶם ֹּא לָּ אֶרֶץ ל עֲךָ בְּ דוּם, זַרְּ ם, וַעֲבָּ תָּ נוּ אֹּ עִׁ --וְּ

בַע מֵאוֹת נָּה, אַרְּ . שָּ  
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Great wealth 

 

What can this mean?  That the Israelites would leave Egypt with monetary rewards? 

Gold, silver, jewels, money?? Would any sane person permit themselves to be 

subjugated for 400 years of slavery for monetary compensation?  No! 

 

Note:  it says great wealth ‘rechush gadol’, not much wealth ‘rechush rav’.  The great 

wealth is the Torah which their subjugation in Egypt prepared the Israelites for. 

 

     Meam Loez 4:147 

 

and also that nation, whom they shall serve, 
will I judge; and afterward shall they come out 
with great substance.  

גַם אֶת יד דוּ-וְּ י, הַגוֹי אֲשֶר יַעֲבֹּ כִׁ נֹּ ן אָּ ; דָּ

אַחֲרֵי אוּ-וְּ דוֹל, כֵן יֵצְּ כֻׁש גָּ רְּ .בִׁ  



    Lech Lecha        Gen 16:2:10-13 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

and she (Sarah) gave her (hagar) her (Sarah’s) husbandfor him (Abraham)  

 as a wife 

 

The law that a man could have only one wife at a time is not found in the Torah 

but was enacted by Rabbeinu Gershom and the Rabbi’s of France in the 

early part of the 10th century.   

 

And Sarai said unto Abram: 'Behold now, the 
LORD hath restrained me from bearing; go in, I 
pray thee, unto my handmaid; it may be that I 
shall be builded up through her.' And Abram 
hearkened to the voice of Sarai.  

רַי אֶל ב ם-וַתֹּאמֶר שָּׂ רָּ נֵה, אַבְּ י -הִׁ רַנִׁ נָּא עֲצָּ

לֶדֶת הוָּה מִׁ י-נָּא אֶל-בֹּא--יְּ תִׁ חָּ פְּ אוּלַי  , שִׁ

מֶנָּה נֶה מִׁ בָּ ם; אִׁ רָּ מַע אַבְּ שְּ י, וַיִׁ רָּ קוֹל שָּׂ . לְּ  
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May Hashem judge between me and you. 

 

Sarah had two complaints against Abraham. 

Both of them were barren. 

Abraham prayed that God should grant him children. 

God answered his prayer and he had a child with Hagar, Ishmael.  Sarah complained 

that Abraham prayed only for himself and not for both of them. 

 

Her second complaint was that Hagar spoke disrespectfully to Sarah in Abram’s 

presence and he did not reproach her or defend Sarah. 

 

     Rashi 

     also BT Bava Kamma 93a 

And Sarai said unto Abram: 'My wrong be upon 
thee: I gave my handmaid into thy bosom; and 
when she saw that she had conceived, I was 
despised in her eyes: the LORD judge between 
me and thee.'  

רַי אֶל ה ם-וַתֹּאמֶר שָּׂ רָּ לֶיךָ, אַבְּ י עָּ סִׁ י  --חֲמָּ כִׁ נֹּ אָּ

חֵיקֶךָ י בְּ תִׁ חָּ פְּ י שִׁ ה וָּאֵקַל  , נָּתַתִׁ תָּ רָּ י הָּ וַתֵרֶא כִׁ

עֵינֶיהָּ  הוָּה; בְּ ט יְּ פֹּ שְּ י וּבֵינֶיךָ, יִׁ .בֵינִׁ  
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Between me and you 

 

‘U′Vaynechah’ is spelled with an extra yud therefore without vowels the word could 

be read ‘U′Vaynechah’ and you, (masc) i.e., Abraham or ‘U′Vaynayich’ and you, 

(Fem)  i.e., Hagar. 

 

Note:  there is a dot above the second yud in the Torah.  A dot above a letter is a 

signal that something is to removed from the basic meaning.  An extra letter is a 

signal that something is to be added to the meaning.  Targum Yonatan interprets 

Sarai’s deeper meaning.  Added to the meaning is her prayer that God grant her 

and Abraham a child of their own to fulfill God’s promise and remove the 

possibility that Ishmael would be the source of that fulfillment. 

     Kestenbaum 31 

And Sarai said unto Abram: 'My wrong be upon 
thee: I gave my handmaid into thy bosom; and 
when she saw that she had conceived, I was 
despised in her eyes: the LORD judge between 
me and thee.'  

רַי אֶל ה ם-וַתֹּאמֶר שָּׂ רָּ לֶיךָ, אַבְּ י עָּ סִׁ י  --חֲמָּ כִׁ נֹּ אָּ

חֵיקֶךָ י בְּ תִׁ חָּ פְּ י שִׁ ה וָּאֵקַל  , נָּתַתִׁ תָּ רָּ י הָּ וַתֵרֶא כִׁ

עֵינֶיהָּ  הוָּה; בְּ ט יְּ פֹּ שְּ י וּבֵינֶיךָ, יִׁ .בֵינִׁ  
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I will increase your offspring 

 

This is said to a woman not a man. 

And the angel of the LORD said unto her: 'I will 
greatly multiply thy seed, that it shall not be 
numbered for multitude.  

הוָּה י אַךְ יְּ הּ מַלְּ ֹּאמֶר לָּ בֶה אֶת, וַי ה אַרְּ בָּ -הַרְּ

עֵךְ פֵר, זַרְּ סָּּ ֹּא יִׁ ל . מֵרֹּב, וְּ  
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And Abram was 99 years old. 

 

I am almighty God. 

 

Abram knew he was  99 years old.  He knew that most of his life was over and that 

he had not accomplished all he wished to in life i.e., to have children with his 

wife Sarai. 

 

God introduces Himself as the Almighty to indicate to Abram that He has the 

power to change his destiny and cause him to have children. 

 

      Meam Loez 2:116 

And when Abram was ninety years old and 
nine, the LORD appeared to Abram, and said 
unto him: 'I am God Almighty; walk before Me, 
and be thou wholehearted.  

ם א רָּ י אַבְּ הִׁ תֵשַע  -בֶן, וַיְּ נָּה וְּ ים שָּ עִׁ שְּ תִׁ

ים נִׁ הוָּה אֶל; שָּ א יְּ ם-וַיֵרָּ רָּ יו  , אַבְּ ֹּאמֶר אֵלָּ וַי

י נַי--אֵל שַדַי-אֲנִׁ פָּ הַלֵךְ לְּ תְּ ים, הִׁ מִׁ יֵה תָּ .וֶהְּ  



Lech Lecha   Gen 17:1:17-20 

    

 

 

 

 

 

Walk before me and be perfect 

 

The only imperfection that Abram had was the fact that he was not circumcised and 

here God asks him to be perfect. 

 

     Meam Loez 2:117 

 

Be perfect  -  do not pay attention to what other people say your concern must be to 

perform perfectly what God has commanded you. 

 

     Torah Gems I:125 

And when Abram was ninety years old and 
nine, the LORD appeared to Abram, and said 
unto him: 'I am God Almighty; walk before Me, 
and be thou wholehearted.  

ם א רָּ י אַבְּ הִׁ תֵשַע  -בֶן, וַיְּ נָּה וְּ ים שָּ עִׁ שְּ תִׁ

ים נִׁ הוָּה אֶל; שָּ א יְּ ם-וַיֵרָּ רָּ יו  , אַבְּ ֹּאמֶר אֵלָּ וַי

י נַי--אֵל שַדַי-אֲנִׁ פָּ הַלֵךְ לְּ תְּ ים, הִׁ מִׁ יֵה תָּ .וֶהְּ  
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Become perfect 

 

This verse teaches us that human beings may, and in fact must, improve upon what 

God has purposely left unfinished.  This is the principle behind the 

commandment of circumcision. 

      Blech 1:22 

 

Ours is not a role of passive acceptance but rather of creative partnership. 

 

      Blech 1:88 

And when Abram was ninety years old and 
nine, the LORD appeared to Abram, and said 
unto him: 'I am God Almighty; walk before Me, 
and be thou wholehearted.  

ם א רָּ י אַבְּ הִׁ תֵשַע  -בֶן, וַיְּ נָּה וְּ ים שָּ עִׁ שְּ תִׁ

ים נִׁ הוָּה אֶל; שָּ א יְּ ם-וַיֵרָּ רָּ יו  , אַבְּ ֹּאמֶר אֵלָּ וַי

י נַי--אֵל שַדַי-אֲנִׁ פָּ הַלֵךְ לְּ תְּ ים, הִׁ מִׁ יֵה תָּ .וֶהְּ  
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I will increase your numbers very much. 

 

God had already promised Abram that he would have many descendants why did He 

here repeat the promise? 

 

To connect it to the topic of circumcision, which occurs in the part of the body that 

produces descendants. 

 

      Meam Loez 2:119 

And I will make My covenant between Me and 
thee, and will multiply thee exceedingly.'  

י ב יתִׁ רִׁ נָּה בְּ אֶתְּ י וּבֵינֶךָ, וְּ ךָ; בֵינִׁ בֶה אוֹתְּ אַרְּ ,  וְּ

ד אֹּ ד מְּ אֹּ מְּ .בִׁ  



Lech Lecha   Gen 17:3:1-4 

    

 

 

 

 

 

And Abram fell on his face. 

 

Abram fell on his face two times (second in Gen 17:7). 

 

To indicate that his descendants would neglect this commandment of circumcision 

two times: 

 The first was in Egypt. 

 The second was when they were in the desert. 

 

     Meam Loez 2:120 

And Abram fell on his face; and God talked 
with him, saying:  

ם ג רָּ ל אַבְּ פֹּ יו-עַל, וַיִׁ נָּ ים; פָּ תוֹ אֱלֹהִׁ דַבֵר אִׁ ר, וַיְּ . לֵאמֹּ  
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This is my covenant is with you. 

 

You will be a father of a multitude of nations. 

You will be fruitful. 

I will make nations from you. 

Kings will descend from you. 

I make an everlasting covenant. 

You will possess the entire land of Canaan. 

I will be a God to your descendants. 

      Stone Chumosh 

Your part of the covenant is to be circumcised.  Gen 17:9  

      Stone Chumosh 

'As for Me, behold, My covenant is with thee, 
and thou shalt be the father of a multitude of 
nations.  

י ד ךְ, אֲנִׁ תָּ י אִׁ יתִׁ רִׁ נֵה בְּ יתָּ ; הִׁ יִׁ הָּ אַב הֲמוֹן גוֹיִׁם, וְּ .לְּ  



Lech Lecha   Gen 17:5:1-6 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

It is a violation of God’s commandment if we call him Abram. 

 AV Aram     - the father of the country of Aram. 

 AV Hamon  -  father of a multitude. 

 

Since he is called the father of many nations all converts to Judaism can recite the 

prayers in the name of Abraham “our father”, for he was their father also just as 

Adam is the common ancestor of all people on Earth. 

 

     Stone Chumosh 

Neither shall thy name any more be called 
Abram, but thy name shall be Abraham; for the 
father of a multitude of nations have I made 
thee.  

ֹּא ה ל רֵא עוֹד אֶת-וְּ קָּ ךָ-יִׁ מְּ ם, שִׁ רָּ יָּה  ; אַבְּ הָּ וְּ

ם הָּ רָּ ךָ אַבְּ מְּ י אַב, שִׁ יךָ-כִׁ תַתִׁ ם נְּ .הֲמוֹן גוֹיִׁ  



Lech Lecha   Gen 17:5:6 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

There are four words (names) in the Torah that received an extra letter to change the 

name of the individual: 

 

G17:5          Avram to    Avraham   - Heh 

G17:15        Sarai  to    Sarah   - Heh 

Ex18:1       Yeser to    Yetro - Vov 

Num 13:16  Hoshea to    Yehoshua - Yud 

 

Recombined they spell out God’s name. 

Neither shall thy name any more be called 
Abram, but thy name shall be Abraham; for the 
father of a multitude of nations have I made 
thee.  

ֹּא ה ל רֵא עוֹד אֶת-וְּ קָּ ךָ-יִׁ מְּ ם, שִׁ רָּ יָּה  ; אַבְּ הָּ וְּ

ם הָּ רָּ ךָ אַבְּ מְּ י אַב, שִׁ יךָ-כִׁ תַתִׁ ם נְּ .הֲמוֹן גוֹיִׁ  



Lech Lecha   Gen 17:5:9 

    

 

 

 

 

Abraham 

 

Aleph -      1  Abraham tried with 

Bais  -      2  every aspect of his being 

Reish -  200  to fulfill the 248 positive 

Heh  -      5  commandments 

Mem -    40 

           248 

 

The 613 commandments of the Torah are divided into 248 positive commandments 

and 365 negative ones.  The 248 are the bones of the body and 365 correspond to 

the Solar days of the year. 

 

     Blech I:175 

Neither shall thy name any more be called 
Abram, but thy name shall be Abraham; for the 
father of a multitude of nations have I made 
thee.  

ֹּא ה ל רֵא עוֹד אֶת-וְּ קָּ ךָ-יִׁ מְּ ם, שִׁ רָּ יָּה  ; אַבְּ הָּ וְּ

ם הָּ רָּ ךָ אַבְּ מְּ י אַב, שִׁ יךָ-כִׁ תַתִׁ ם נְּ .הֲמוֹן גוֹיִׁ  



Lech Lecha   Gen 17:12:1-3 
 

 

 

 

 

 

“And at thee age of eight days every male among you shall be circumcised, throughout your generations  -  he who is 

born in the household or purchased with money from any stranger who is not of your offspring.” 

    

When we recite the Birkas HaMazon at the seudah arranged after a Bris, we recite a series of special prayers, each 

beginning with the word “May the Merciful.”  One of them states:  “May the Merciful bless the father of the child 

and his mother, and may they merit to raise him, to educate him, and make him wise.  From the eighth day onward 

may his blood be accepted…”  In analyzing this paragraph, we notice that it begins by addressing the parents of 

the child.  Yet, it concludes by offering a prayer in which the child is the subject  (“may his blood be accepted”).  

This is incongruous, especially when we note that a subsequent paragraph indeed focuses upon the  eighth day, 

“and may his hands and heart be faithful to God…”  Perhaps the prayer that “his blood be accepted” would be 

more fitting to be placed in this second paragraph, and not in the one which features the blessings for the parents. 

When a child is entered into the covenant of Abraham Avinu, it is not clear whether he himself is happy about that which 

is taking place.  Is he pleased that he has had the opportunity to participate in a mitzvah, in spite of the pain which 

may be associated with it?  Certainly, as a newborn, he has no say in the matter.  However, when the child grows 

and becomes an adult, and he is blessed with the birth of a son, he now has the personal opportunity to bring his 

son into the bris, and he may eagerly fulfill the mitzvah of milah for his son on the eighth day.  This is how and 

when the father declares his own satisfaction that he was accorded this same privilege when he was an infant.  It is 

in reference to this development that the words of the prayer are directed.  “The father of the circumcised one has 

brought his own son into the covenant on the eighth day.”  As we witness this wonderful exhibit of devotion, we 

can now realize “that [the father’s own] blood shall now be accepted”, as we are witness that the mitzvah in which 

he participated passively many years earlier was, in fact, a willful act on his part.  This is why this particular 

phrase is truly appropriate in its being placed in the paragraph which highlights the virtues and blessings of the 

parents themselves. 

And he that is eight days old shall be circumcised 
among you, every male throughout your 
generations, he that is born in the house, or bought 
with money of any foreigner, that is not of thy seed.  

ים-וּבֶן  יב נַת יָּמִׁ מֹּ כֶם כָּל, שְּ מוֹל לָּ כָּר-יִׁ --זָּ

תֵיכֶם רֹּ דֹּ יִׁת  :לְּ יד בָּ לִׁ נַת--יְּ קְּ ל בֶן-וּמִׁ כֹּ ,  נֵכָּר-כֶסֶף מִׁ

עֲךָ הוּא זַרְּ ֹּא מִׁ .אֲשֶר ל  
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On the 8th  day you shall circumcise. 

 

On the 8th day in Hebrew is ‘shemonah’, - shin, mem, nun, heh. 

The same letters make up the word ‘Neshamah’  -  soul 

 and the same letters make up the word ‘Mishnah’  - the oral law. 

 

The number 8 stands for the partnership between man and God. 

 

     Blech I:130 

And he that is eight days old shall be 
circumcised among you, every male 
throughout your generations, he that is born in 
the house, or bought with money of any 
foreigner, that is not of thy seed.  

ים-וּבֶן יב נַת יָּמִׁ מֹּ כֶם כָּל, שְּ מוֹל לָּ כָּר-יִׁ --זָּ

תֵיכֶם רֹּ דֹּ יִׁת: לְּ יד בָּ לִׁ נַת--יְּ קְּ ל בֶן-וּמִׁ כֹּ -כֶסֶף מִׁ

עֲךָ הוּא, נֵכָּר זַרְּ ֹּא מִׁ .אֲשֶר ל  
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Although God could have created man already circumcised he did not.  Why? 

 

He wanted to show human beings that one of their obligations is to actually improve 

on God’s work. 

 

To participate in the creation of the more perfect human being. 

 

To show that human beings can correct defects and improve his behavior his 

knowledge, his belief and his soul. 

      Meam Loez 2:129 

An example: we thank God for bringing out bread from the earth.  But it is not true. 

God only brings out the grain, man makes the bread.  Man participates in the creation 

of  bread, improves human beings by circumcision, and of the natural world by 

man’s work and intelligence.   

And the uncircumcised male who is not 
circumcised in the flesh of his foreskin, that 
soul shall be cut off from his people; he hath 
broken My covenant.' {S}  

ר יד כָּ רֵל זָּ עָּ מוֹל אֶת-אֲשֶר לֹּא, וְּ שַׂר  -יִׁ בְּ

תוֹ לָּ רְּ וא--עָּ ה הַנֶפֶש הַהִׁ תָּ רְּ כְּ נִׁ :  מֵעַמֶיהָּ , וְּ

י-אֶת יתִׁ רִׁ {ס}. הֵפַר, בְּ  
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The covenant 

 

Bais  -      2 

Resh -  200 

Yud  -    10 

Taf  -  400 

           612 

 

With the acceptance of the covenant by circumcision we have fulfilled one law and 

commit ourselves to obey the other 612. 

      

      Bleich II:165 

And the uncircumcised male who is not 
circumcised in the flesh of his foreskin, that 
soul shall be cut off from his people; he hath 
broken My covenant.' {S}  

ר יד כָּ רֵל זָּ עָּ מוֹל אֶת-אֲשֶר לֹּא, וְּ שַׂר  -יִׁ בְּ

תוֹ לָּ רְּ וא--עָּ ה הַנֶפֶש הַהִׁ תָּ רְּ כְּ נִׁ :  מֵעַמֶיהָּ , וְּ

י-אֶת יתִׁ רִׁ {ס}. הֵפַר, בְּ  
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He has broken my covenant 

 

If you count the number of times that the word covenant ‘brit’ occurs in this section 

one finds that it is repeated 13 times. 

 

A boy’s father is responsible to have his son circumcised.  The 13 mentions of the 

word ‘brit’ indicates that if a child was not circumcised it becomes his own 

responsibility to make certain he becomes circumcised once he has his thirteenth 

birthday. 

 

     Meam Loez 2:123 

 

Brit is mentioned in this Sidra in chapter in verse17:2:4:7:7:9:10:11:13:13:14:19:19:21 

And the uncircumcised male who is not 
circumcised in the flesh of his foreskin, that 
soul shall be cut off from his people; he hath 
broken My covenant.' {S}  

ר יד כָּ רֵל זָּ עָּ מוֹל אֶת-אֲשֶר לֹּא, וְּ שַׂר  -יִׁ בְּ

תוֹ לָּ רְּ וא--עָּ ה הַנֶפֶש הַהִׁ תָּ רְּ כְּ נִׁ :  מֵעַמֶיהָּ , וְּ

י-אֶת יתִׁ רִׁ {ס}. הֵפַר, בְּ  



Lech Lecha   Gen:17:15:7-14 
 

 

 

 

 

 

“And God said to Avraham:  ‘As for Sarai your wife, do not call her name Sarai, for Sarah is her name.’ ” 

 

Both Avraham and Sarah had their names changed.  Yet, there is a difference between the command issued 

regarding the changing of the name of Avraham and the one given to have the name of Sarah changed.  

When Avraham prophesied to add a letter to his name, the verse *(17:5) states:  “[Your name] will no 

longer be called Avram, for your name will be Avraham.”  The wording of the verse implies that the 

command was that others will no longer call him Avraham.  Yet, in the case of Sarah, the command in 

our verse is “As for Sarai, your wife, you should no longer call her Sarai, for her name is Sarah::  The 

emphasis is not simply an objective command regarding Sarah’s name, but rather that Avraham 

himself was no longer to call his wife Sarai.  What is the reason for the varying expressions regarding 

the commands to change the names? 

 

Before the changes, Avraham was known as Avram to the world at large.  Now he was told that he should 

be called Avraham instead.  Sarah, had been called Sarai until now, meaning ‘my noble one’.  

Avraham was now commanded to change the name he used to refer to his wife to the name Sarah, 

meaning ‘the noble one’, indicating that her influence would now be more universal, and not limited 

in any way. 

And God said unto Abraham: 'As for Sarai thy 
wife, thou shalt not call her name Sarai, but 
Sarah shall her name be.  

ים  טו ֹּאמֶר אֱלֹהִׁ ם-אֶל, וַי הָּ רָּ ךָ, אַבְּ תְּ שְּ רַי אִׁ , שָּׂ

א אֶת-לֹּא רָּ קְּ י-תִׁ רָּ הּ שָּׂ מָּ ה  :שְּ רָּ י שָּׂ הּ, כִׁ מָּ .שְּ  



Lech Lecha   Gen 17:15:7-14 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

Don’t call her name Sarai but Sarah is her name. 

 

- Indicates femininity  -  soft sounding letter ‘heh’, softness gentleness. 

- After Sarai received her ‘heh’ and became Sarah she was able to become 

 pregnant and gave birth to Isaac. 

- ‘Sarai’ = my princess.  ‘Sarah’  =  princess. 

 From the time she received her ‘heh’ she became elevated not only as 

Abraham’s princess (wife) but as matriarch of the entire world. 

    Berachos 13a 

   

    Munk p89 

And God said unto Abraham: 'As for Sarai thy 
wife, thou shalt not call her name Sarai, but 
Sarah shall her name be.  

ים טו ֹּאמֶר אֱלֹהִׁ ם-אֶל, וַי הָּ רָּ ךָ, אַבְּ תְּ שְּ רַי אִׁ ,  שָּׂ

א אֶת-לֹּא רָּ קְּ י-תִׁ רָּ הּ שָּׂ מָּ ה: שְּ רָּ י שָּׂ הּ, כִׁ מָּ . שְּ  



Lech Lecha   Gen 17:16:1   

     Gen 17:20:4 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

‘U′Verachti’  Means, “And I have blessed”, past tense and accent is on the taf. 

‘Barachti’  Means, “I will blessed”,  future tense and accent is on the ‘resh’. 

 

The reader must chant the trop on the proper syllable or the meaning will be 

different and improper. 

 

    Kestenbaum 33 

And I will bless her, and moreover I will give 
thee a son of her; yea, I will bless her, and she 
shall be a mother of nations; kings of peoples 
shall be of her.'  

הּ טז תָּ י אֹּ תִׁ ךָ בֵן, וּבֵרַכְּ מֶנָּה לְּ י מִׁ גַם נָּתַתִׁ ; וְּ

גוֹיִׁם ה לְּ תָּ יְּ הָּ יהָּ וְּ תִׁ מֶנָּה  , וּבֵרַכְּ ים מִׁ כֵי עַמִׁ מַלְּ

יוּ הְּ . יִׁ  

And as for Ishmael, I have heard thee; 
behold, I have blessed him, and will make 
him fruitful, and will multiply him 
exceedingly; twelve princes shall he beget, 
and I will make him a great nation.  

עֵאל  כ מָּ שְּ יִׁ יךָ, וּלְּ תִׁ מַעְּ תוֹ  --שְּ י אֹּ תִׁ נֵה בֵרַכְּ הִׁ

תוֹ י אֹּ בֵיתִׁ רְּ הִׁ תוֹ וְּ י אֹּ רֵיתִׁ פְּ הִׁ ד  , וְּ אֹּ מְּ בִׁ

ד אֹּ נֵים  :מְּ יד-שְּ ם יוֹלִׁ יאִׁ שִׁׂ ר נְּ שָּׂ גוֹי  , עָּ יו לְּ תַתִׁ וּנְּ

דוֹל .גָּ  



Lech Lecha   Gen 17:19:9-12 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

And you will call his name Isaac. 

 

Here God gives Isaac his name 

 and therefore it is not changed later. 

 

Whereas 

 Abram was changed to Abraham 

 Jacob was changed to Israel 

  because their names were given to them by their parents. 

 

     Torah Gems I:127 

 

And God said: 'Nay, but Sarah thy wife shall 
bear thee a son; and thou shalt call his name 
Isaac; and I will establish My covenant with 
him for an everlasting covenant for his seed 
after him.  

ים יט ֹּאמֶר אֱלֹהִׁ לֶדֶת  , וַי ךָ יֹּ תְּ שְּ ה אִׁ רָּ ל שָּׂ אֲבָּ

ךָ בֵן אתָּ אֶת, לְּ רָּ קָּ מוֹ-וְּ ק, שְּ חָּ צְּ י  ; יִׁ תִׁ מֹּ וַהֲקִׁ

ם-אֶת ית עוֹלָּ רִׁ בְּ תוֹ לִׁ י אִׁ יתִׁ רִׁ יו, בְּ עוֹ אַחֲרָּ זַרְּ .לְּ  



Lech Lecha   Gen 17:19:9    

     Gen 16:11:9 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

And you (m) shall call 

 said to Abraham  -  V’karasah  Gen 17:19:9 

 

And you (f) shall call 

 said to Hagar  -  V’karas   Gen 16:11:9 

 

The reader must be careful not to confuse the two pronunciations. 

 

      Kestenbaum 33 

And God said: 'Nay, but Sarah thy wife shall 
bear thee a son; and thou shalt call his name 
Isaac; and I will establish My covenant with 
him for an everlasting covenant for his seed 
after him.  

ים יט ֹּאמֶר אֱלֹהִׁ לֶדֶת  , וַי ךָ יֹּ תְּ שְּ ה אִׁ רָּ ל שָּׂ אֲבָּ

ךָ בֵן אתָּ אֶת, לְּ רָּ קָּ מוֹ-וְּ ק, שְּ חָּ צְּ י  ; יִׁ תִׁ מֹּ וַהֲקִׁ

ם-אֶת ית עוֹלָּ רִׁ בְּ תוֹ לִׁ י אִׁ יתִׁ רִׁ יו, בְּ עוֹ אַחֲרָּ זַרְּ .לְּ  

And the angel of the LORD said unto her: 
'Behold, thou art with child, and shalt bear a 
son; and thou shalt call his name Ishmael, 
because the LORD hath heard thy affliction. 

הוָּה  יא אַךְ יְּ הּ מַלְּ ֹּאמֶר לָּ ה  , וַי רָּ נָּךְ הָּ הִׁ

תְּ בֵן לַדְּ יֹּ עֵאל, וְּ מָּ שְּ מוֹ יִׁ את שְּ רָּ קָּ י, וְּ -כִׁ

הוָּה אֶל מַע יְּ יֵךְ-שָּ נְּ .עָּ  



Lech Lecha   Gen 17:19:12 

    

 

 

 

 

Isaac 

 

He will laugh. 

It is the future tense. 

He is willing to defer laughter, he has self control.  He does not demand immediate 

gratification, (and he who laughs last laughs best). 

 

Yud        -  10  refers to the 10 commandments 

Tzadeh  -  90  The age of Sarah when she gave birth to Isaac 

Chet -    8  The day of his circumcision.  The first person circumcised on the 8th 

  day as ordered by God. 

Kuf   -  100  The age of Abraham, his father, when he was born. 

 

      Bleich I:178 

And God said: 'Nay, but Sarah thy wife shall 
bear thee a son; and thou shalt call his name 
Isaac; and I will establish My covenant with 
him for an everlasting covenant for his seed 
after him.  

ים יט ֹּאמֶר אֱלֹהִׁ לֶדֶת  , וַי ךָ יֹּ תְּ שְּ ה אִׁ רָּ ל שָּׂ אֲבָּ

ךָ בֵן אתָּ אֶת, לְּ רָּ קָּ מוֹ-וְּ ק, שְּ חָּ צְּ י  ; יִׁ תִׁ מֹּ וַהֲקִׁ

ם-אֶת ית עוֹלָּ רִׁ בְּ תוֹ לִׁ י אִׁ יתִׁ רִׁ יו, בְּ עוֹ אַחֲרָּ זַרְּ .לְּ  
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And as for Ishmael…. 

 

God was speaking to Abraham in what year?  Abraham was born in the year 1948 

after creation.  He was now, we are told, 99 years old.  Therefore it was 2047 

(1715 BCE) 

 

Islam began 2333 years later in 620 CE.  It took 2333 years for God’s promise to 

Ishmael to be fulfilled.   

 

       

And as for Ishmael, I have heard thee; behold, I 
have blessed him, and will make him fruitful, 
and will multiply him exceedingly; twelve 
princes shall he beget, and I will make him a 
great nation.  

עֵאל כ מָּ שְּ יִׁ יךָ, וּלְּ תִׁ מַעְּ תוֹ  --שְּ י אֹּ תִׁ נֵה בֵרַכְּ הִׁ

תוֹ י אֹּ בֵיתִׁ רְּ הִׁ תוֹ וְּ י אֹּ רֵיתִׁ פְּ הִׁ ד, וְּ אֹּ ד מְּ אֹּ מְּ :  בִׁ

נֵים יד-שְּ ם יוֹלִׁ יאִׁ שִׁׂ ר נְּ שָּׂ דוֹל, עָּ גוֹי גָּ יו לְּ תַתִׁ . וּנְּ  



Lech Lecha   Gen 17:22:1-7 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

He finished speaking to him, and God went up leaving Abraham. 

 

This appears redundant it is obvious that when God was finished He left.  But it is 

not redundant.  The Torah is teaching us good manners.  When we are speaking 

with someone and we finish we must take leave of that person. 

And He left off talking with him, and God went 
up from Abraham.  

כַל כב תוֹ, וַיְּ דַבֵר אִׁ ים; לְּ ם, וַיַעַל אֱלֹהִׁ הָּ רָּ .מֵעַל אַבְּ  



Veyeira (4) 

Genesis 18:1  



Veyeira    Gen 18:1:1-3 

      

 

 

Hashem appeared to Abraham 

 

This shows that God also was performing the great mitzvah iof Bikur Cholim visiting 

Abraham as he recuperated from his recent circumcision and we should emulate 

God’s good deeds.  No matter how much lower a person might be, everyone, no 

matter how important, is obligated to visit him when he is sick. 

Why is there no berachah for visiting the sick? 

We are not in complete control of the activity. 

We may come to visit only to find we cannot.  The sick person may not be able to see 

us or is out for a test etc.  So we would have made a blessing in vain. 

     Meam Loez 2:159 

There is also no berachah for giving charity.  The nicest explanation is that God does 

not want us to pause in our doing a good deed to take the time to make a 

berachah.  Just do the good deed.  Perhaps the same explanation pertains to Bikur 

Cholim also. 

Rabbi Chama suggests in BT Bava Metzia that God’s visit to Abraham occurred on 

the third day after the circumcision. 

     Or HaChayim p157 

Now the Lord appeared to him in the plains of 
Mamre, and he was sitting at the entrance of 
the tent when the day was hot. 

הוּא ישֵב . א רֵא וְּ אֵלֹנֵי מַמְּ וָּה בְּ הֹּ יו יְּ א אֵלָּ וַיֵרָּ

ם הַיוֹם חֹּ הֶל כְּ אֹּ :פֶתַח הָּ  



Veyeira    Gen 18:1:1-3 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

It is more important to provide hospitality to wayfarers than to receive the Divine 

Presence (Shabbos 127a). 

 

Learned from this posuk, Vayeira Gen18:1.  God was visiting Abraham after his 

circumcision and Abraham left Him to receive wayfarers. 

 

     Monk 

Now the Lord appeared to him in the 
plains of Mamre, and he was sitting at the 
entrance of the tent when the day was 
hot. 

הוּא  . א רֵא וְּ אֵלֹנֵי מַמְּ וָּה בְּ הֹּ יו יְּ א אֵלָּ וַיֵרָּ

ם הַיוֹם חֹּ הֶל כְּ אֹּ :ישֵב פֶתַח הָּ  



Veyeira    Gen 18:1:4-5 

      

 

 

 

 

 

The plains tabirinths (a type of tree) of Mamre. 

 

Mamre was one of his men who helped him fight to rescue Lot see Gen 14:24  

 and also told him about the circumcision which was done on his property.  

Mamre advised Abraham that he should do the circumcision and tell every one 

about it to publicize his fulfillment of God’s commandments. 

 

     Rashi  

     Meam Loez 2:160 

Now the Lord appeared to him in the 
plains of Mamre, and he was sitting at the 
entrance of the tent when the day was 
hot. 

הוּא  . א רֵא וְּ אֵלֹנֵי מַמְּ וָּה בְּ הֹּ יו יְּ א אֵלָּ וַיֵרָּ
ם הַיוֹם חֹּ הֶל כְּ אֹּ :ישֵב פֶתַח הָּ  



Veyeira    Gen 18:1:6-7 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

When a sick person recovers he must thank God called, benching Gomel. 

 

There are four cases where one must formally thank God.  They form an acrostic 

spelling ‘chaim’ “life”. 

 

 Ches     -  Choleh – sickness 

 Yud       -  Yam  -  sea 

 Yud       -  Yesurim  -  penalties i.e., jailed 

 Mem     -  Midbar  -  desert 

 

     Meam Loez 2:165 

Now the Lord appeared to him in the 
plains of Mamre, and he was sitting at the 
entrance of the tent when the day was 
hot. 

הוּא  . א רֵא וְּ אֵלֹנֵי מַמְּ וָּה בְּ הֹּ יו יְּ א אֵלָּ וַיֵרָּ
ם הַיוֹם חֹּ הֶל כְּ אֹּ :ישֵב פֶתַח הָּ  



Veyeira    Gen 18:1:7 

      

 

 

 

 

 

(Sat) was sitting. 

 

It is spelled without a vov as if it read “sat’. 

 

Abraham wanted to stand out of respect for the Divine presence but he was in too 

much pain. 

 

     Rashi 

Now the Lord appeared to him in the 
plains of Mamre, and he was sitting at the 
entrance of the tent when the day was 
hot. 

הוּא  . א רֵא וְּ אֵלֹנֵי מַמְּ וָּה בְּ הֹּ יו יְּ א אֵלָּ וַיֵרָּ
ם הַיוֹם חֹּ הֶל כְּ אֹּ :ישֵב פֶתַח הָּ  



Veyeira    Gen 18:1:10-11 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

In the heat of the day. 

 

God made the days hot to discourage travelers from traveling and disturbing 

Abraham while he was recuperating. 

     Gur Aryeh 

     Rashi 

Now the Lord appeared to him in the 
plains of Mamre, and he was sitting at the 
entrance of the tent when the day was 
hot. 

הוּא  . א רֵא וְּ אֵלֹנֵי מַמְּ וָּה בְּ הֹּ יו יְּ א אֵלָּ וַיֵרָּ
ם הַיוֹם חֹּ הֶל כְּ אֹּ :ישֵב פֶתַח הָּ  



Veyeira    Gen 18:2:10-11 

      

 

 

 

 

 

Hospitality – very important. 

 

The letter ‘Bais’ is open on one side to teach us that our ‘bayis’ “home”, should be 

open to welcome guests. 

 

The tent of Abraham and Sarah was open on 4 sides so guests could enter from every 

direction. 

     Meam Loez 2:167 

 

Once a person is involved in 1 mitzvah he is excused from performing another 

mitzvah but even though Abraham was still involved recovering from the effects 

of circumcision as soon as he saw guests he ran to greet them. 

    

     Monk p69 

And he lifted his eyes and saw, and behold, 
three men were standing beside him, and he 
saw and he ran toward them from the 
entrance of the tent, and he prostrated himself 
to the ground. 

ים  . ב ה אֲנָּשִׁ לשָּ נֵה שְּ הִׁ א וְּ א עֵינָּיו וַיַרְּ שָּ וַיִׁ

פֶתַח   ם מִׁ אתָּ רָּ קְּ ץ לִׁ רָּ א וַיָּ יו וַיַרְּ לָּ ים עָּ בִׁ צָּ נִׁ
ה צָּ רְּ תַחוּ אָּ שְּ הֶל וַיִׁ אֹּ :הָּ  



Veyeira    Gen 18:1:10-11 

      

 

 

 

 

 

In the heat of the day. 

 

Why does the Torah have to tell us what time it was?  Or that it was a hot day? 

To let us know that this occurred on the day when the inflammation from Abraham’s 

circumcision was at its highest, the third day, and he would be suffering greatly. 

     Meam Loez 2:158 

See Gen 34:35  Shimon and Levi attacked the people of Shechem on the third day 

after their circumcision.  They were not concerned with the pain but with their 

physical weakness and their relative inability to offer resistance, 

     Or HaChaim  p158 

Now the Lord appeared to him in the 
plains of Mamre, and he was sitting at the 
entrance of the tent when the day was 
hot. 

הוּא  . א רֵא וְּ אֵלֹנֵי מַמְּ וָּה בְּ הֹּ יו יְּ א אֵלָּ וַיֵרָּ
ם הַיוֹם חֹּ הֶל כְּ אֹּ :ישֵב פֶתַח הָּ  



Veyeira    Gen 18:2:3,9 

      

      

 

 

 

 

 

And he saw. 

 

Why twice in 1 sentence. 

 

The first ‘he saw’  -  he observed that they were standing in one spot.  The second 

‘he saw’ tells us that he understood.   What did he understand?  That they did 

not want to disturb him. 

      

     Rashi 

And he lifted his eyes and saw, and behold, 
three men were standing beside him, and he 
saw and he ran toward them from the 
entrance of the tent, and he prostrated himself 
to the ground. 

ים  . ב ה אֲנָּשִׁ לשָּ נֵה שְּ הִׁ א וְּ א עֵינָּיו וַיַרְּ שָּ וַיִׁ

פֶתַח   ם מִׁ אתָּ רָּ קְּ ץ לִׁ רָּ א וַיָּ יו וַיַרְּ לָּ ים עָּ בִׁ צָּ נִׁ
ה צָּ רְּ תַחוּ אָּ שְּ הֶל וַיִׁ אֹּ :הָּ  



Veyeira    Gen 18:2:8 

      

 

 

 

 

 

Upon him. 

 

i.e., on his account 

Each angel came special to be of service to Abraham.  For one angel does not 

perform two missions. 

Raphael 1 to heal him and save Lot (both a mission of mercy).   Rashi 

Michael 2 to inform him of the impending birth of a son to him and Sarah in 1 yr. 

Gabriel 3rd to give him an opportunity to intercede on behalf of the people of Sodom. 

 

i.e.,  They were all there on account of him also “for him” so he could perform the 

mitzvah of  hospitality. 

     Or HaChaim 160 

 

And he lifted his eyes and saw, and behold, 
three men were standing beside him, and he 
saw and he ran toward them from the 
entrance of the tent, and he prostrated himself 
to the ground. 

ים  . ב ה אֲנָּשִׁ לשָּ נֵה שְּ הִׁ א וְּ א עֵינָּיו וַיַרְּ שָּ וַיִׁ

פֶתַח   ם מִׁ אתָּ רָּ קְּ ץ לִׁ רָּ א וַיָּ יו וַיַרְּ לָּ ים עָּ בִׁ צָּ נִׁ
ה צָּ רְּ תַחוּ אָּ שְּ הֶל וַיִׁ אֹּ :הָּ  



Veyeira    Gen 18:2:4-7 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

The power of chesed. 

 

“And behold three men were standing over him”, Gen 18:2 because he was mortal 

and they were angels. 

 

But after he (Abraham) treated them with chesed he (Abraham), stood over them  -  

“above them”  Gen 18:8. 

 

     Monk p82 

And he lifted his eyes and saw, and behold, 
three men were standing beside him, and he 
saw and he ran toward them from the 
entrance of the tent, and he prostrated himself 
to the ground. 

ים  . ב ה אֲנָּשִׁ לשָּ נֵה שְּ הִׁ א וְּ א עֵינָּיו וַיַרְּ שָּ וַיִׁ

פֶתַח   ם מִׁ אתָּ רָּ קְּ ץ לִׁ רָּ א וַיָּ יו וַיַרְּ לָּ ים עָּ בִׁ צָּ נִׁ
ה צָּ רְּ תַחוּ אָּ שְּ הֶל וַיִׁ אֹּ :הָּ  



Veyeira    Gen 18:4:1-4 

      

 

 

 

 

 

Please take a little water. 

 

Why a little?  Abraham was certainly not short of water, he was not miserly why 

only a little? 

The water was to wash the dust from the wayfarer’s feet.  Dust that most idolaters 

worshipped.  Perhaps he did not want to insult his guests, whom he knew to 

be angels, with a lot of water, suggesting that they had to rid themselves of a 

lot of “holy” dust.  They should need no water at all! 

Perhaps he did not want to change his usual custom so that his servants would not 

suspect that his guests were angels. 

 

     Or HaChaim 161 

Please let a little water be taken, and bathe 
your feet, and recline under the tree. 

לֵיכֶם . ד רַחֲצוּ רַגְּ ם וְּ עַט מַיִׁ יֻׁקַח נָּא מְּ
עֵץ עֲנוּ תַחַת הָּ שָּ הִׁ :וְּ  



Veyeira    Gen 18:4:3-4 

      

 

 

 

 

 

A little water 

 

Suggesting that a little water be brought.  Water could be a reference to Torah and 

rest under the tree is also a reference to Torah the “tree of life”. 

 

Perhaps an example for us that when we gather with others for a meal we should 

speak some words, some ideas of Torah. 

 

     Or HaChaim p161 

Please let a little water  be taken, and bathe 
your feet, and recline under the tree. 

לֵיכֶם . ד רַחֲצוּ רַגְּ ם וְּ עַט מַיִׁ יֻׁקַח נָּא מְּ
עֵץ עֲנוּ תַחַת הָּ שָּ הִׁ :וְּ  



Veyeira    Gen 18:4:5-6 

      

 

 

 

 

And wash your feet and then recline and I will feed you. 

  

Contrast with Lot  Gen 19:2 “turn about to your servants house spend the night and 

wash your feet”. 

 

The dust was worshipped.  Abraham was careful not to let any dust i.e., idolatry 

enter his house but Lot was not careful.  With Lot they washed their feet after 

spending the night in his house. 

 

     Rashi 

Please let a little water be taken, and bathe 
your feet, and recline under the tree. 

לֵיכֶם . ד רַחֲצוּ רַגְּ ם וְּ עַט מַיִׁ יֻׁקַח נָּא מְּ
עֵץ עֲנוּ תַחַת הָּ שָּ הִׁ :וְּ  



Veyeira    Gen 18:5:5 

      

 

 

 

 

 

Your hearts 

 

Not spelled ‘levavchem’ but only one ‘veis, levachem’, to suggest that people have 

two hearts, one good and one evil. 

 

Abraham understood that these were angels and had only one heart.  A good heart. 

 

     Rashi 

And I will take a morsel of bread, and sustain 
your hearts; after[wards] you shall pass on, 
because you have passed by your servant." 
And they said, "So shall you do, as you have 
spoken." 

כֶם . ה בְּ סַעֲדוּ לִׁ ה פַת לֶחֶם וְּ חָּ אֶקְּ וְּ

תֶם עַל  י עַל כֵן עֲבַרְּ רוּ כִׁ אַחַר תַעֲבֹּ

רוּ כֵן תַעֲשֶׂה כַאֲשֶר   ֹּאמְּ כֶם וַי דְּ עַבְּ
תָּ  בַרְּ :דִׁ  



Veyeira    Gen 18:6:1 

      

 

 

 

 

 

The foot of the letter ‘gimel’ is always extended toward the letter ‘daled’. 

 

The Gomel - the person who gives kindness hould always seek out the ‘dal’, the 

“beneficiary”, of his generosity and offer help without delay. 

 

18:6  As Abraham ran to welcome the three angels he hastened to ask Sarah to bake 

cakes and ran to the herd to select a calf for the meal. 

 

     Monk p79 

     Meam Loez 2:170 

And Abraham hastened to the tent to Sarah, 
and he said, "Hasten three seah of meal [and] 
fine flour; knead and make cakes." 

ה  . ו  רָּ ה אֶל שָּׂ הֱלָּ אֹּ ם הָּ הָּ רָּ מַהֵר אַבְּ וַיְּ

לֶת  ים קֶמַח סֹּ אִׁ לש סְּ י שְּ ֹּאמֶר מַהֲרִׁ וַי
גוֹת י עֻׁ י וַעֲשִׁׂ :לוּשִׁ  



Veyeira    Gen 18:7:10-12 

      

 

 

 

 

 

And he gave it (the choice calf) to the lad (to prepare it for the wayfarers). 

 

This teaches us to involve our children in good deeds even when they are very small. 

 

     Meam Loez 2:171 

And to the cattle did Abraham run, and he 
took a calf, tender and good, and he gave it to 
the youth, and he hastened to prepare it. 

ר  . ז קָּ קַח בֶן בָּ ם וַיִׁ הָּ רָּ ץ אַבְּ ר רָּ קָּ אֶל הַבָּ וְּ

מַהֵר לַעֲשׂוֹת   תֵן אֶל הַנַעַר וַיְּ רַךְ וָּטוֹב וַיִׁ
תוֹ :אֹּ  



Veyeira    Gen 18:8:15 

      

 

 

 

 

 

And they ate. 

 

Angels do not eat. 

 

However, it is not proper to deviate from local custom and since they were among 

people the angels made believe they were eating. 

 

     Rashi 

     Kestenbaum 35 

And he took cream and milk and the calf that 
he had prepared, and he placed [them] before 
them, and he was standing over them under 
the tree, and they ate. 

ר אֲשֶר  . ח קָּ ב וּבֶן הַבָּ לָּ חָּ ה וְּ אָּ קַח חֶמְּ וַיִׁ

מֵד עֲלֵיהֶם  הוּא עֹּ נֵיהֶם וְּ פְּ תֵן לִׁ ה וַיִׁ שָּׂ עָּ
ֹּאכֵלוּ עֵץ וַי :תַחַת הָּ  



Veyeira    Gen 18:9:3-5 

      

 

 

 

 

 

Where is your wife Sarah. 

 

They enquired as to her whereabouts because their message was primarily for her. 

 

     Or HaChaim p162 

And they said to him, "Where is Sarah your 
wife?" And he said, "Behold in the tent." 

תֶךָ  . ט שְּ ה אִׁ רָּ יו אַיֵה שָּׂ רוּ אֵלָּ ֹּאמְּ וַי
הֶל אֹּ נֵה בָּ ֹּאמֶר הִׁ :וַי  



Veyeira    Gen 18:10:2-3 

      

 

 

 

 

 

Return I shall surely return. 

 

By tradition when Isaac was born, the angel came and reportedly Isaac was sterile. 

The angel had to come a second time to truly give a full life i.e., the capacity not 

only for Isaac to live but also to procreate. 

 

     Or HaChaim p162 

And he said, "I will surely return to you at this 
time next year, and behold, your wife Sarah 
will have a son." And Sarah heard from the 
entrance of the tent, and it was behind him. 

עֵת חַיָּה  . י שוּב אֵלֶיךָ כָּ ֹּאמֶר שוֹב אָּ וַי

מַעַת  ה שֹּ רָּ שָּׂ תֶךָ וְּ שְּ ה אִׁ רָּ שָּׂ נֵה בֵן לְּ הִׁ וְּ
יו הוּא אַחֲרָּ הֶל וְּ אֹּ :פֶתַח הָּ  



Veyeira    Gen 18:24:4 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

Not everyone called a Tzadik is righteous in every way.  When Abraham pleaded 

with God to save Sodom from destruction for the sake of the righteous the word 

is spelled here without the second yud.  This indicates that they were not 

righteous in the absolute complete sense but only in comparison with the sinful 

population of the city. 

 

     Monk 191 

     Kol HaTorah 

Perhaps there are fifty righteous men in the 
midst of the city; will You even destroy and not 
forgive the place for the sake of the fifty 
righteous men who are in its midst? 

יר  . כד עִׁ תוֹךְ הָּ ם בְּ יקִׁ ים צַדִׁ שִׁ אוּלַי יֵש חֲמִׁ

מַעַן   קוֹם לְּ א לַמָּ שָּ ֹּא תִׁ ל פֶה וְּ סְּ הַאַף תִׁ
הּ בָּ רְּ קִׁ ם אֲשֶר בְּ יקִׁ ים הַצַדִׁ שִׁ :חֲמִׁ  



Veyeira    Gen 19:2:5-6 

      

 

 

 

 

 

Turn aside 

 

Note, it does not say, “come with me to my house” “go to my house”, but “turn 

aside” off the beaten path, stealthily. 

 

Suggesting that they not be seen going to his house because the people of Sodom 

hate strangers and anyone who is kind to them. 

 

     Meam Loez 2:221 

And he said, "Behold now my lords, please 
turn to your servant's house and stay overnight 
and wash your feet, and you shall arise early 
and go on your way." And they said, "No, but 
we will stay overnight in the street." 

נַי סוּרוּ נָּא אֶל  . ב נֶה נָּא אֲדֹּ ֹּאמֶר הִׁ וַי

לֵיכֶם  רַחֲצוּ רַגְּ ינוּ וְּ לִׁ כֶם וְּ דְּ בֵית עַבְּ

רוּ  ֹּאמְּ כֶם וַי כְּ דַרְּ תֶם לְּ תֶם וַהֲלַכְּ כַמְּ שְּ הִׁ וְּ
ין חוֹב נָּלִׁ רְּ י בָּ ֹּא כִׁ :ל  



Veyeira    Gen 19:2:10-12 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

And rest and wash your feet. 

 

Is this the proper order to rest first and then wash? 

But Lot reasoned if the people of Sodom see these people in the morning with their 

feet still covered with dust they will not suspect that they were guests in Lot’s 

house and this will protect Lot from their anger. 

 

     Meam Loez 2:221 

And he said, "Behold now my lords, please 
turn to your servant's house and stay overnight 
and wash your feet, and you shall arise early 
and go on your way." And they said, "No, but 
we will stay overnight in the street." 

נַי סוּרוּ נָּא אֶל  . ב נֶה נָּא אֲדֹּ ֹּאמֶר הִׁ וַי

לֵיכֶם  רַחֲצוּ רַגְּ ינוּ וְּ לִׁ כֶם וְּ דְּ בֵית עַבְּ

רוּ  ֹּאמְּ כֶם וַי כְּ דַרְּ תֶם לְּ תֶם וַהֲלַכְּ כַמְּ שְּ הִׁ וְּ
ין חוֹב נָּלִׁ רְּ י בָּ ֹּא כִׁ :ל  



Veyeira    Gen 19:2:16-20 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

They said no, we will rest in the street. 

 

They turned Lot’s invitation down so as not to endanger him. 

 

     Meam Loez 2:221 

And he said, "Behold now my lords, please 
turn to your servant's house and stay overnight 
and wash your feet, and you shall arise early 
and go on your way." And they said, "No, but 
we will stay overnight in the street." 

נַי סוּרוּ נָּא אֶל  . ב נֶה נָּא אֲדֹּ ֹּאמֶר הִׁ וַי

לֵיכֶם  רַחֲצוּ רַגְּ ינוּ וְּ לִׁ כֶם וְּ דְּ בֵית עַבְּ

רוּ  ֹּאמְּ כֶם וַי כְּ דַרְּ תֶם לְּ תֶם וַהֲלַכְּ כַמְּ שְּ הִׁ וְּ
ין חוֹב נָּלִׁ רְּ י בָּ ֹּא כִׁ :ל  



Veyeira    Gen 19:2:17 

      

 

 

 

 

 

No.   

 

But with a dagesh in the lamid. 

 

Occurs only on two occasions out of 3000 times the word ‘lo’occurs in the Tanach.  

Suggests a harsh response.  Not  “No, Thank You”,  but merely “No”!  Such a 

rebuff could be the end of the matter.  But to Lot’s credit he continued to offer 

his invitation until they accept it.  That earned him greater merit and earned him 

safe passage from the city. 

     Rambam 

     Vechur LaZahav 

     Kestenbaum 37 

And he said, "Behold now my lords, please 
turn to your servant's house and stay overnight 
and wash your feet, and you shall arise early 
and go on your way." And they said, "No, but 
we will stay overnight in the street." 

נַי סוּרוּ נָּא אֶל  . ב נֶה נָּא אֲדֹּ ֹּאמֶר הִׁ וַי

לֵיכֶם  רַחֲצוּ רַגְּ ינוּ וְּ לִׁ כֶם וְּ דְּ בֵית עַבְּ

רוּ  ֹּאמְּ כֶם וַי כְּ דַרְּ תֶם לְּ תֶם וַהֲלַכְּ כַמְּ שְּ הִׁ וְּ
ין חוֹב נָּלִׁ רְּ י בָּ ֹּא כִׁ :ל  



Veyeira    Gen 19:3:9 

      

 

 

 

 

 

He made a feast for them and baked matzos. 

 

Note, it says, “he, Lot, made a feast and baked matzos”, not his wife. 

When it came to Abraham he had the help of his wife Sarah, Gen 18:6, to make the 

cake rolls and the help of his household (he gave over the calf to a young lad to 

prepare it)  Gen 18:7.  Lot’s wife not only does not help but does not let him use 

the household help.  She does not let the men in the house only “under the 

shadow of the rafters” Gen 19:8.  She also denies them salt and is therefore 

punished by becoming a pillar of salt. 

 

     Meam Loez 2:230 

And he urged them strongly, and they turned 
in to him, and came into his house, and he 
made them a feast, and he baked unleavened 
cakes, and they ate. 

אוּ  . ג בֹּ יו וַיָּ רוּ אֵלָּ סֻׁ ד וַיָּ אֹּ ם מְּ צַר בָּ פְּ וַיִׁ

תֶה וּמַצוֹת   שְּ הֶם מִׁ אֶל בֵיתוֹ וַיַעַשׂ לָּ
ֹּאכֵלוּ ה וַי פָּ :אָּ  



Veyeira    Gen 19:11:11-13 

      

 

 

 

 

 

And they tried to find the entrance. 

 

The Sodomites were so evil that even after being struck blind they groped in the dark 

in a desperate attempt to carry out their plan.  

 

     Kestenbaum 37 

And the men who were at the entrance of the 
house they struck with blindness, both small 
and great, and they toiled in vain to find the 
entrance. 

ת  . יא ים אֲשֶר פֶתַח הַבַיִׁ אֲנָּשִׁ אֶת הָּ וְּ

אוּ  לְּ דוֹל וַיִׁ עַד גָּ ן וְּ טֹּ קָּ ים מִׁ וֵרִׁ כוּ בַסַּנְּ הִׁ
תַח ֹּא הַפָּ צ מְּ :לִׁ  



Veyeira    Gen 19:14:19-22 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

And he was like a Jester in the eyes of his sons-in-law. 

 

And therefore we see in the next Posuk when Lot does go he does not take those 

who made a joke out of his warning. 

 

     Kestenbaum 37 

So Lot went forth and spoke to his sons-in-law, 
the suitors of his daughters, and he said, 
"Arise, go forth from this place, for the Lord is 
destroying the city," but he seemed like a 
comedian in the eyes of his sons-in-law. 

דַבֵר. יד נָּיו|  וַיֵצֵא לוֹט וַיְּ חֵי  |  אֶל חֲתָּ לֹקְּ

קוֹם הַזֶה   ן הַמָּ אוּ מִׁ ֹּאמֶר קוּמוּ צְּ יו וַי תָּ נֹּ בְּ

צַחֵק  מְּ י כִׁ הִׁ יר וַיְּ עִׁ וָּה אֶת הָּ הֹּ ית יְּ חִׁ י מַשְּ כִׁ
נָּיו עֵינֵי חֲתָּ :בְּ  



Veyeira    Gen 19:16:1 

      

 

 

 

 

 

And Lot lingered. 

 

There is a ‘Shalshelet’ on this word indicating he hesitated.  He did not wish to leave 

his property, and some say his evil life style. 

 

There are three Shalshelot in Bereishis” 

 Lot  -  Gen 19:16:1  and Lot lingered 

 Eliezer  -  Gen 24:12:1 and Eliezar said 

 Joseph  -  Gen 39:8:1  and Joseph refused. 

But he tarried, and the men took hold of his 
hand and his wife's hand, and the hand of his 
two daughters, out of the Lord's pity for him, 
and they took him out and placed him outside 
the city. 

הּ. טז מָּ מַהְּ תְּ יָּדוֹ |  וַיִׁ ים בְּ אֲנָּשִׁ יקוּ הָּ וַיַחֲזִׁ

וָּה  הֹּ לַת יְּ חֶמְּ יו בְּ תָּ נֹּ תֵי בְּ יַד שְּ תוֹ וּבְּ שְּ יַד אִׁ וּבְּ
יר עִׁ חוּץ לָּ הוּ מִׁ חֻׁ הוּ וַיַנִׁ אֻׁ צִׁ יו וַיֹּ לָּ :עָּ  



Veyeira    Gen 19:23:1-2 

      

 

 

 

 

 

The sun rose 

 

Why does the Torah tell us so precisely the time when Sodom and Gamorah were 

destroyed? 

Some people in Sodom worshipped the sun.  So if the destruction occurred at night 

they could have said the sun would have protected us. 

Some people in Sodom worshipped the moon so if the destruction occurred during 

the day they could have said the moon would have protected us. 

Therefore, God tells us Sodom was destroyed at sunrise when both the sun and moon 

are present to show that neither could protect the people or neither deserve their 

worship. 

     Meam Loez 2:229 

The sun came out upon the earth, and Lot 
came to Zoar. 

ה. כג עֲרָּ א צֹּ לוֹט בָּ רֶץ וְּ אָּ א עַל הָּ :הַשֶמֶש יָּצָּ  



Veyeira    Gen 19:27:7-8 

      

 

 

 

 

Davening while traveling. 

 

Davening on the plane. 

Face east   

Be facing the wall.  Therefore, don’t daven with a person in front of you. You should not be 

holding onto anything when you daven.  Yet on an airplane you may need to do so for 

safety, to hold onto the plane. 

Easier to daven alone not crowded in, do it alone close to bathroom.  Must be away from all 

odors. 

If a person is riding on a donkey, boat or wagon, he may sit in his place and daven.  He does not 

have to get off and stand. 

  Minyon in the back  -     standing, crowded 

  Stand at or near your seat.       -     May be afraid he will fall or be told to sit   

                                           down even if it depends on his peace of mind 

  Sit in your seat, daven on       as to how comfortable he is standing.  If it is a  

       your own.        problem he may sit. 

And Abraham arose early in the morning to the 
place where he had stood before the Lord. 

קוֹם  . כז קֶר אֶל הַמָּ ם בַבֹּ הָּ רָּ כֵם אַבְּ וַיַשְּ
וָּה הֹּ נֵי יְּ ם אֶת פְּ מַד שָּ :אֲשֶר עָּ  



Veyeira    Gen 19:27 (continued) 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

Even when sitting put your feet together. 

It is ‘gezel’ stealing, to take up other people’s space. 

Doing a mitzvah by means of a gezelah is not proper. 

Fearful he will miss the time for prayer.  He may pray sitting or standing. 

 Or if he can’t concentrate, he can daven at the next davening i.e., minchah at  maariv etc. 

R’Moshe Feinstein suggests: 

A person davening may sit down on the airline.  He does not need to repeat his davening.   

It is better to sit down, even if close to women and even if they are not modestly covered. 

Reb Shlomo Zalmon Auerbach -  if you are on a flying plane – he orders us to daven sitting.  

Not pleased with this business of making a minyon in the back. 

Rav Zucker  -  chose to daven in his seat.   

Ok to make a minyon in the back but only if you clearly have permission. 

And Abraham arose early in the morning to the 
place where he had stood before the Lord. 

קוֹם  . כז קֶר אֶל הַמָּ ם בַבֹּ הָּ רָּ כֵם אַבְּ וַיַשְּ
וָּה הֹּ נֵי יְּ ם אֶת פְּ מַד שָּ :אֲשֶר עָּ  
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And there is no man in the land. 

 

A outrageous as it seems the Torah ameliorates the sin of Lot’s daughters.  They thought that 

just as with the flood, only one family survived to repopulate the world, so with them. And 

as they were the only women and their father the only male it was their duty to procreate 

with him.  Since he might not participate if in his right mind, they plied him with drink 

which God had placed in the cave for this purpose. 

 

     Rashi 

     Kestenbaum 39 

And the elder said to the younger, "Our father 
is old, and there is no man on earth to come 
upon us, as is the custom of all the earth. 

ינוּ  . לא בִׁ ה אָּ ירָּ עִׁ ה אֶל הַצְּ ירָּ כִׁ וַתֹּאמֶר הַבְּ

דֶרֶךְ   לֵינוּ כְּ בוֹא עָּ רֶץ לָּ אָּ יש אֵין בָּ אִׁ קֵן וְּ זָּ
רֶץ אָּ ל הָּ :כָּ  
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And she got up. 

 

The dot above the letter ‘vov’ in the word ‘Uvekumah’ alerted us to additional significance in 

this word.  A dot suggests we can delete that letter to learn a new insight.  Here either 

spelling means the same but without the ‘vov’ the word is less complete.  Lot was not 

aware that his eldest daughter got up after being with him but later he became aware.  

Therefore, he should have avoided drink the next day.  He did not and the younger 

daughter did the same with him.  Therefore, he is blameworthy at least in this limited way.  

 

     Rashi 

     Kestenbaum 39 

And they gave their father wine to drink on 
that night, and the elder came and lay with her 
father, and he did not know of her lying down 
or of her rising up. 

ה הוּא  . לג לָּ ן בַלַיְּ יהֶן יַיִׁ ָּ אֶת אֲבִׁ קֶין וַתַשְּ

ֹּא   ל יהָּ וְּ בִׁ כַב אֶת אָּ שְּ ה וַתִׁ ירָּ כִׁ בֹּא הַבְּ וַתָּ
הּ קוּמָּ הּ וּבְּ בָּ כְּ שִׁ :יָּדַע בְּ  
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Moab 

Ammon 

The eldest daughter was so brazen that she named her son, “from my father”. 

The younger daughter named her son, “son of my people”. 

 

Neither entirely camouflaging the elicit origin of their child. 

And the elder bore a son, and she named him 
Moab; he is the father of Moab until this day. 

מוֹ . לז א שְּ רָּ קְּ ה בֵן וַתִׁ ירָּ כִׁ וַתֵלֶד הַבְּ
ב עַד הַיוֹם י מוֹאָּ ב הוּא אֲבִׁ :מוֹאָּ  

And the younger, she also bore a son, and 
called his name Ben-ammi--the same is the 
father of the children of Ammon unto this day. 
{S}  

ה גַם  לח ירָּ עִׁ הַצְּ ה בֵן-וְּ דָּ וא יָּלְּ א  , הִׁ רָּ קְּ וַתִׁ

מוֹ בֶן י-שְּ נֵי  :עַמִׁ י בְּ -עַד, עַמוֹן-הוּא אֲבִׁ

{ס}  .הַיוֹם  
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She is her husband’s property. 

 

She is a man’s wife not the same as ‘eishesh eish’ . 

 

Abraham gave Sarah permission to sleep with Abimelech because she was his chattel and if 

the husband gives his permission in a patrilineal society the wife is forgiven and this 

was the pattern in Noachide cultures. 

 

Abimelech, the Hittite, was appalled however, since if a wife committed adultery she would 

never be permitted again to her husband and she and the paramour would have to be 

punished by being killed. 

  -  the sin here would be against the husband 

  -  the sin by the Joseph story would be against God. 

     Rabbi Soloman Rockove 

And God came to Abimelech in a dream of the 
night, and He said to him, "Behold you are 
going to die because of the woman whom you  
have taken, for she is a married woman." 

ימֶלֶךְ בַחֲלוֹם  . ג ים אֶל אֲבִׁ בֹּא אֱלֹהִׁ וַיָּ

ה   שָּ אִׁ ךָ מֵת עַל הָּ נְּ ֹּאמֶר לוֹ הִׁ ה וַי לָּ יְּ הַלָּ
עַל לַת בָּ עֻׁ וא בְּ הִׁ תָּ וְּ קַחְּ :אֲשֶר לָּ  
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Notice that the promise to Hagar that she will have a son and the birth of Ishmael 

all occurs in Chapter 16. 

 

The story of Sarah and the birth of her son Isaac stretches over 4 chapters Gen 17-

21 from the specific promise 17:16: to Gen 21:1. 

      

     Gary Rendsburg p135 

And the Lord remembered Sarah as He had 
said, and the Lord did to Sarah as He had 
spoken. 

ר  . א מָּ ה כַאֲשֶר אָּ רָּ קַד אֶת שָּׂ וָּה פָּ וַיהֹּ
בֵר ה כַאֲשֶר דִׁ רָּ שָּׂ וָּה לְּ הֹּ :וַיַעַשׂ יְּ  
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To Abraham 

 

his son. 

 

Note how many references the Torah makes to this being Abraham’s son.  Why? 

Because some might have otherwise said Isaac was the son of Abimelech. 

Isaac looked exactly like Abraham therefore, there could be no such suggestion. 

     Meam Loez 2:277 

 

And Sarah conceived and bore a son 
to Abraham in his old age, at the time 
of which God had spoken to him. 

ם בֵן . ב הָּ רָּ אַבְּ ה לְּ רָּ וַתַהַר וַתֵלֶד שָּׂ
ים תוֹ אֱלֹהִׁ בֶר אֹּ נָּיו לַמוֹעֵד אֲשֶר דִׁ קֻׁ זְּ :לִׁ  

And Abraham named his son who had been 
born to him, whom Sarah had borne to him, 
Isaac. 

נוֹ הַנוֹלַד  . ג ם אֶת שֶם בְּ הָּ רָּ א אַבְּ רָּ קְּ וַיִׁ
ק חָּ צְּ ה יִׁ רָּ ה לוֹ שָּׂ דָּ :לוֹ אֲשֶר יָּלְּ  

And Abraham circumcised his son Isaac when 
he was eight days old, as God had commanded 
him. 

נוֹ בֶן . ד ק בְּ חָּ צְּ ם אֶת יִׁ הָּ רָּ ל אַבְּ וַיָּמָּ
ים תוֹ אֱלֹהִׁ וָּּה אֹּ ים כַאֲשֶר צִׁ נַת יָּמִׁ מֹּ :שְּ  
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And Sarah said “God has made me laugh, so that all that hear will laugh with me”. 

 

Isaac’s name made up of 4 letters refers to four facts: 

 Yud      = 10  symbolizes the 10 commandments. 

 Tzaddi  =  90 symbolizes Sarah’s age when Issac was born. 

 Het      =  8   8th day.  Day of his circumcision. 

 Kuf     = 100  age of Abraham at Isaac’s birth. 

 

All were pertinent except that the 10 commandments had not yet been given.  “In the future 

 when the Torah is given and all hear that the Torah is given will laugh.  Will change 

 for ‘tzochok’ “laugh” to the future tense ‘yitzchak’ including the 10 commandments 

 and all will then know why I named him as I did”. 

     Derush Shemuel   

     Torah Gems 1:166 

And Sarah said, "God has made joy for me; 
whoever hears will rejoice over me." 

י . ו  ה לִׁ שָּׂ ק עָּ חֹּ ה צְּ רָּ וַתֹּאמֶר שָּׂ
י צֲחַק לִׁ מֵעַ יִׁ ל הַשֹּ ים כָּ :אֱלֹהִׁ  
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Would Sarah nurse children? 

 

Sarah seems concerned about what the neighbors will say though Rashi says the word  

 ‘mi’  “who”,  refers to God. 

The use of the plural ‘banim’ “children” obviously is an exaggeration denoting how 

unlikely it was for her to give birth again at her age. 

The midrash tells us that to prove she was the actual birth mother Sarah actually 

suckled all the children in town so that the plural  ‘banim’ was fulfilled.  The fact 

that she did suckle is implied by the reference to weaning in the next sentence. 

And she said, "Who would have said to 
Abraham that Sarah would nurse children, for I 
have borne a son to his old age!" 

ה  . ז יקָּ ם הֵינִׁ הָּ רָּ אַבְּ לֵל לְּ י מִׁ וַתֹּאמֶר מִׁ
נָּיו קֻׁ זְּ י בֵן לִׁ תִׁ י יָּלַדְּ ה כִׁ רָּ ים שָּׂ נִׁ :בָּ  
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In his old age. 

 

I have borne a son in his old age.  Sarah does not refer to her old age which would be 

logical but she does not refer to her age but to her husband’s age. 

And she said, "Who would have said to 
Abraham that Sarah would nurse children, for I 
have borne a son to his old age!" 

ה  . ז יקָּ ם הֵינִׁ הָּ רָּ אַבְּ לֵל לְּ י מִׁ וַתֹּאמֶר מִׁ
נָּיו קֻׁ זְּ י בֵן לִׁ תִׁ י יָּלַדְּ ה כִׁ רָּ ים שָּׂ נִׁ :בָּ  
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And was weaned 

 

- Weaned means it developed where it could live without its mother’s nursing. 

- To bring to maturity in a constructive beneficial manner. 

- The camel looks like a ‘Gomel’ with its long neck and it can go a long time 

without needing a drink, like a weaned child no longer needs to drink every few 

hours. 

- The camel is also a ‘Gomel chesed’ does “good deeds” as he carries passengers 

and helps them survive the desert. 

 

And the child grew and was weaned, and 
Abraham made a great feast on the day that 
Isaac was weaned. 

ם  . ח הָּ רָּ מַל וַיַעַשׂ אַבְּ גָּ דַל הַיֶלֶד וַיִׁ גְּ וַיִׁ
ק חָּ צְּ מֵל אֶת יִׁ גָּ יוֹם הִׁ דוֹל בְּ תֶה גָּ שְּ :מִׁ  
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And God heard the voice of the lad. 

 

This is strange.  The Torah does not indicate that Ishmael cried out at all how 

could God hear his voice? 

 

A person can cry without uttering a sound.  It is the depth of the anguish with or 

without the sound that pierces the heavens and God can hear it. 

     R Mendl of Worka 

There are three signs of a superior person: 

 he cries out without uttering a sound 

 he dances without moving 

  and he bows down while standing erect. 

     Torah Gems1:168 

And God heard the lad's voice, and an angel of 
God called to Hagar from heaven, and said to 
her, "What is troubling you, Hagar? Fear not, 
for God has heard the lad's voice in the place 
where he is. 

א  . יז רָּ קְּ ים אֶת קוֹל הַנַעַר וַיִׁ מַע אֱלֹהִׁ שְּ וַיִׁ

ים אַךְ אֱלֹהִׁ ֹּאמֶר |  מַלְּ ם וַי מַיִׁ ן הַשָּ ר מִׁ גָּ אֶל הָּ

ים   מַע אֱלֹהִׁ י שָּ י כִׁ אִׁ ירְּ ר אַל תִׁ גָּ ךְ הָּ הּ מַה לָּ לָּ
ם :אֶל קוֹל הַנַעַר בַאֲשֶר הוּא שָּ  
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And God opened her eyes and she saw… 

 

From this we can deduce that whatever a person needs God has actually made 

available to him but he must have the wisdom to open his eyes, make a little 

effort, so he can see what is around him. 

 

     Torah Gems I:168 

And God opened her eyes, and she saw a well 
of water, and she went and filled the pouch 
with water and gave the lad to drink 

אֵר  . יט ים אֶת עֵינֶיהָּ וַתֵרֶא בְּ קַח אֱלֹהִׁ פְּ וַיִׁ

קְּ  ם וַתַשְּ מַלֵא אֶת הַחֵמֶת מַיִׁ ם וַתֵלֶךְ וַתְּ יִׁ מָּ
:אֶת הַנָּעַר  
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And Abraham reproved Abimelech because of a well of water. 

 

This is strange just as they were about to conclude a treaty for the well Abraham 

accuses Abimelech and Abimelech has to defend himself? 

 

The answer may be that we are not permitted to have business dealings with 

dishonest people in this case he accuses him of stealing. They must at least 

follow the 7 laws of Noach one of which is not to steal. 

      

     R Chaim Soloveichuk of Brisk 

     Torah Gems I:168 

And Abraham contended with Abimelech 
about the well of water that the servants of 
Abimelech had forcibly seized. 

דוֹת . כה ימֶלֶךְ עַל אֹּ ם אֶת אֲבִׁ הָּ רָּ חַ אַבְּ הוֹכִׁ וְּ
ימֶלֶךְ דֵי אֲבִׁ לוּ עַבְּ זְּ ם אֲשֶר גָּ אֵר הַמַיִׁ :בְּ  
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And Abimelech said 

 

“I do not know who has done this thing”,   -  Abimelech answered. 

“Neither did you tell me”,   -   he said as he turned to Phichol his general. 

“Neither yet did I hear of it but till today”,  -  replied Phichol.  

 

Abimelech’s answer seems very repetitive he could simply have answered I did 

not know who has done this thing.  The Rabbi’s suggest the explanation above 

to help this passage make more sense. 

     Torah Gems I:168 

And Abimelech said, "I do not know who did 
this thing, neither did you tell me, nor did I 
hear [of it] until today. " 

ה אֶת  . כו  שָּׂ י עָּ י מִׁ תִׁ ֹּא יָּדַעְּ ימֶלֶךְ ל ֹּאמֶר אֲבִׁ וַי

י  כִׁ נֹּ גַם אָּ י וְּ תָּ לִׁ גַדְּ ֹּא הִׁ ה ל גַם אַתָּ ר הַזֶה וְּ בָּ הַדָּ
י הַיוֹם תִׁ לְּ י בִׁ תִׁ מַעְּ ֹּא שָּ :ל  
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And Abraham planted a ‘an eishel’ an – orchard or an inn in Beersheva and called 

there on the name of the King, the everlasting God. 

 

The Hebrew word for orchard or inn is ‘eishel’ composed of letters 

 alef  -  standing for achilah  -  eating 

 shin  -  shetiyah  -  drinking 

 lamed  -  linah  -  lodging 

 

You might say that Abraham tried to avoid the sins of: 

      Adam  -  which involved eating, 

      Noah  -  involving drinking, 

the people of Sodom  -  which involved lodging 

by providing all three amenities. 

     Vilna Gaon 

And he planted an eishel in Beer-Sheba, and 
he called there in the name of the Lord, the 
God of the world. 

שֵם  . לג ם בְּ א שָּ רָּ קְּ בַע וַיִׁ אֵר שָּ בְּ טַע אֵשֶל בִׁ וַיִׁ
ם וָּה אֵל עוֹלָּ הֹּ :יְּ  
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Abraham provided an inn where people could eat, drink and sleep or rest and be 

accompanied on their journey.   

 

Story:  There was a rich man who fed his guests and gave them plenty to drink but 

did not invite them to stay overnight. One day his house burned down. He 

came to the Vilna Gaon and complained.  “Is this the reward I get for my 

hospitality?”  The Vilna Gaon answered him, “From Abraham we learn the 

true nature of hospitality but if you did not offer them a place to sleep or rest 

and did not accompany your guests on their way the mitzvah is incomplete  

and can’t protect you without its third component.  All that remains of ‘eishel’ 

is the ‘aleph’ for ‘achelah’ “food” and the ‘shin’ for “shetiyah’ “drink” which 

spell ‘aish’ “fire” and so it is understandable that is what happened to your 

house”.            

And he planted an eishel in Beer-Sheba, and 
he called there in the name of the Lord, the 
God of the world. 

שֵם  . לג ם בְּ א שָּ רָּ קְּ בַע וַיִׁ אֵר שָּ בְּ טַע אֵשֶל בִׁ וַיִׁ
ם וָּה אֵל עוֹלָּ הֹּ :יְּ  
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God tested Abraham 

 

Why is this considered a test of Abraham is it not also a test of Isaac? 

Yes, it is, but Abraham was the active person Isaac passive but it was Abraham 

who was given the request not Isaac.  And Abraham agreed to follow the 

request. 

But we do know that Isaac did also agree as it says, ‘Kach Na’ “take please” – a 

request not an order.  Had Abraham refused he would not have been punished.  

But Isaac was 37 years old and had he not agreed to go with his father 

Abraham at age 137 could not have forced him.  So he too agreed with God’s 

request. 

     Torah Gems I:172 

And it came to pass after these things, that 
God tested Abraham, and He said to him, 
"Abraham," and he said, "Here I am." 

ים  . א אֱלֹהִׁ הָּ אֵלֶה וְּ ים הָּ רִׁ בָּ י אַחַר הַדְּ הִׁ וַיְּ

ם   הָּ רָּ יו אַבְּ ֹּאמֶר אֵלָּ ם וַי הָּ רָּ ה אֶת אַבְּ סָּּ נִׁ
י נֵנִׁ ֹּאמֶר הִׁ :וַי  
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God:  “take please your son. 

 

Abraham:  “I have two sons”. 

God:  “your only son”.   

Abraham:  “Each is an only son of his mother”.   

God:  “Whom you love”.   

Abraham:  “I love both”. 

God: Isaac. 

Abraham:  “now it is clear". 

 

     Torah Gems I:173 

And He said, "Please take your son, your only 
one, whom you love, yea, Isaac, and go away 
to the land of Moriah and bring him up there 
for a burnt offering on one of the mountains, 
of which I will tell you." 

ךָ . ב ידְּ חִׁ ךָ אֶת יְּ נְּ ֹּאמֶר קַח נָּא אֶת בִׁ וַי

ךָ אֶל אֶרֶץ   לֶךְ לְּ ק וְּ חָּ צְּ תָּ אֶת יִׁ הַבְּ אֲשֶר אָּ

ה עַל אַחַד   לָּ עֹּ ם לְּ הַעֲלֵהוּ שָּ יָּה וְּ רִׁ הַמֹּ
מַר אֵלֶיךָ ים אֲשֶר אֹּ רִׁ :הֶהָּ  
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Two mountains figure prominently in the Torah. 

 

Mt Sinai where the Torah was given and Mt. Moriah where Abraham brought 

Isaac to be sacrificed.  It was on Moriah where the Temple was eventually 

built and Jerusalem founded. 

 

     Torah Gems I:173 

And He said, "Please take your son, your only 
one, whom you love, yea, Isaac, and go away 
to the land of Moriah and bring him up there 
for a burnt offering on one of the mountains, 
of which I will tell you." 

ךָ . ב ידְּ חִׁ ךָ אֶת יְּ נְּ ֹּאמֶר קַח נָּא אֶת בִׁ וַי

ךָ אֶל אֶרֶץ   לֶךְ לְּ ק וְּ חָּ צְּ תָּ אֶת יִׁ הַבְּ אֲשֶר אָּ

ה עַל אַחַד   לָּ עֹּ ם לְּ הַעֲלֵהוּ שָּ יָּה וְּ רִׁ הַמֹּ
מַר אֵלֶיךָ ים אֲשֶר אֹּ רִׁ :הֶהָּ  



Veyeira    Gen 22:4:1-2,9 

      

 

 

 

 

On the third day… saw the place far off. 

 

Shows us that even after three days in which to consider his actions Abraham was 

 still prepared to proceed.  This was not momentary fervor or an impulsive 

action.  He had time for proper consideration and he remained steadfast. 

 

     Torah Gems I:174 

     R Menachem Mendel of Kotzk 

 

Saw the place.  Saw ‘Makom’ a synonym for God.  Abraham lifted his eyes and 

saw God in the distance. 

     R Abraham of Sachozhew 

On the third day, Abraham lifted up his eyes 
and saw the place from afar. 

ם אֶת עֵינָּיו  . ד הָּ רָּ א אַבְּ שָּ י וַיִׁ ישִׁ לִׁ בַיוֹם הַשְּ
ק חֹּ קוֹם מֵרָּ א אֶת הַמָּ :וַיַרְּ  



Veyeira    Gen 22:5:15-16 

      

 

 

 

 

You stay here the boy and I will go up there.  We will worship and we will return 

to you. 

 

Abraham predicts that both will return.  Abraham had never any intention of 

sacrificing Isaac. 

And Abraham said to his young men, "Stay 
here with the donkey, and I and the lad will go 
yonder, and we will prostrate ourselves and 
return to you." 

ה  . ה כֶם פֹּ בוּ לָּ יו שְּ רָּ עָּ ם אֶל נְּ הָּ רָּ ֹּאמֶר אַבְּ וַי

ה   כָּה עַד כֹּ הַנַעַר נֵלְּ י וְּ ם הַחֲמוֹר וַאֲנִׁ עִׁ
ה אֲלֵיכֶם נָּשוּבָּ תַחֲוֶה וְּ שְּ נִׁ :וְּ  



Veyeira    Gen 22:5:8-9 

      

 

 

 

 

Stay here with the donkey. 

 

The two words ‘im hachamor’ “with the donkey” are seemingly superfluous.  

Abraham could merely have said to the two men “Stay here” 

The two extra words could be read not ‘im’ but ‘am hachamor’ “people with a 

legal status of a donkey”.   

Teaches us that a person, in this case a Canaanite slave, who has the legal status of 

a donkey, of chattel, cannot be involved in the legal act of Kiddushin. 

Therefore, the Mishnah in Kiddushin 68a4 learns from this Posuk that one can 

never marry a Canaanite slave. 

     BT Kiddushin 69a4 

And Abraham said to his young men, "Stay 
here with the donkey, and I and the lad will go 
yonder, and we will prostrate ourselves and 
return to you." 

ה  . ה כֶם פֹּ בוּ לָּ יו שְּ רָּ עָּ ם אֶל נְּ הָּ רָּ ֹּאמֶר אַבְּ וַי

ה   כָּה עַד כֹּ הַנַעַר נֵלְּ י וְּ ם הַחֲמוֹר וַאֲנִׁ עִׁ
ה אֲלֵיכֶם נָּשוּבָּ תַחֲוֶה וְּ שְּ נִׁ :וְּ  



Veyeira    Gen 22:11:3 

      

 

 

 

 

And an angel of the Lord called to him out of heaven and said, “Abraham, Abraham”. 

 

To condemn, you need the power of God himself .  To recind the decree, an angel is 

sufficient. 

 

     Sipurei Hasidim 

     Torah Gems I:175 

 
 

And an angel of God called to him from heaven 
and said, "Abraham! Abraham!" And he said, 
"Here I am." 

ן  . יא וָּה מִׁ הֹּ אַךְ יְּ יו מַלְּ א אֵלָּ רָּ קְּ וַיִׁ

ם הָּ רָּ ֹּאמֶר אַבְּ ם וַי מַיִׁ ם  |  הַשָּ הָּ רָּ אַבְּ
י נֵנִׁ ֹּאמֶר הִׁ :וַי  



Veyeira    Gen 22:15:1-3 

      

 

 

 

The Angel of Hashem called 

 

When the angels saw Abraham offering Yitzchak at the Akedah they wept.  What 

does it mean that angels wept,  why were they weeping? 

 

They were overcome with emotion since what Abraham did was so great, it was 

much greater a Kiddush Hashem than what angels could ever do.  Therefore, 

they wept.  Their tears went into Yitzchak’s eyes and his vision was weak 

when he grew old. 

 
 

And the angel of the LORD called unto 
Abraham a second time out of heaven,  

הוָּה  טו אַךְ יְּ א מַלְּ רָּ קְּ ם-אֶל, וַיִׁ הָּ רָּ ית, אַבְּ ן, שֵנִׁ -מִׁ

יִׁם מָּ .הַשָּ  



Veyeira    Gen 22:19:8-10 

      

 

 

 

 

Why did Abraham go from Jerusalem (Har HaMoriah) the site of the Akedah Gen 

22:2, past his home, where Sarah was in Hebron, Kirath Arba Gen 23:2 and to 

go to Beer Sheba Gen 22:19 without stopping at home to see Sarah? 

 Perhaps some marital problem between Abraham and Sarah?  Perhaps that is 

why he restrained his crying at her death. 

 

      

And Abraham returned to his young men, and 
they arose and went together to Beer sheba; 
and Abraham remained in Beer sheba.  

כוּ  . יט מוּ וַיֵלְּ קֻׁ יו וַיָּ רָּ עָּ ם אֶל נְּ הָּ רָּ ב אַבְּ וַיָּשָּ

אֵר   בְּ ם בִׁ הָּ רָּ בַע וַיֵשֶב אַבְּ אֵר שָּ ו אֶל בְּ דָּ יַחְּ
בַע  שָּ



Chayai Sarah (5) 
Genesis 23:1 



Chayai Sarah   Gen 23:1:2-3 

      

 

 

 

 

The life of Sarah  -   

 

Records the death of Sarah. 

 

This Sidra also tells the death of Jacob. 

 

When a tzaddik dies he/she leaves an indelible mark.  So it is considered as if they 

are living forever in a spiritual sense. 

 

 

      

And the life of Sarah was one hundred years 
and twenty years and seven years; [these 
were] the years of the life of Sarah. 

ים  . א רִׁ עֶשְּׂ נָּה וְּ ה שָּ ה מֵאָּ רָּ יוּ חַיֵי שָּׂ הְּ וַיִׁ
ה רָּ נֵי חַיֵי שָּׂ ים שְּ נִׁ שֶבַע שָּ נָּה וְּ :שָּ  



Chayai Sarah   Gen 23:1:2-3 

      

 
 

Examine your life while you are alive and well. 

Chaye Sarah  -  the life of Sarah begins with the death of Sarah.  To show us that it is 

at the end of life that a person takes stock and reviews his life. 

- Her death occurs right after the Akedah.  What is the relationship if any? 

Have more faith in your husband or wife. 

- One midrash states that when Sarah heard that Abraham was taking Yitzchak 

 to be sacrificed she died of fear and shock – (Not much faith in 

 either her husband or in God). 

- Another midrash – when she heard that Yitzchak was willing to give himself 

 to God she realized she had accomplished her main purpose in life  

 raising a son devoted to God.  Her mission was complete and she 

 could die in peace. 

Abraham and Yitzchak – were involved in the mitzvah test of the Akedah.  God makes 

a person strong enough to withstand any test He brings for us.  We are strong 

enough to survive that test.  Sarah was not directly involved and therefore was not 

given the extra-strength needed for her to withstand the shock of the test. 

     Reb Chaim Solovetchek 

 

 

      

And the life of Sarah was one hundred years 
and twenty years and seven years; [these 
were] the years of the life of Sarah. 

ים  . א רִׁ עֶשְּׂ נָּה וְּ ה שָּ ה מֵאָּ רָּ יוּ חַיֵי שָּׂ הְּ וַיִׁ
ה רָּ נֵי חַיֵי שָּׂ ים שְּ נִׁ שֶבַע שָּ נָּה וְּ :שָּ  



Chayai Sarah   Gen 23:1:10-12 

      

 

 

 

These were the years of Sarah. 

 

Live life with optimism. 

 -  All her years were equally good.  Even the bad events in her life were 

 viewed by her because of her faith in God, as good events occurring for a 

 worthwhile purpose known only to God. 

 -  This phrase is not necessary in this sentence it could have been written 

 “Sarah lived 127 years”. 

Make every day important really live each day. 

 -  It tells us of Sarah’s importance.  This was “The Age of Sarah”.  It was 

  made up of days of importance and accomplishment not like most lives 

 where the person merely exists for a number of years.  Sarah lived these 

 years fully and with daily accomplishment. 

 

      

And the life of Sarah was one hundred years 
and twenty years and seven years; [these 
were] the years of the life of Sarah. 

ים  . א רִׁ עֶשְּׂ נָּה וְּ ה שָּ ה מֵאָּ רָּ יוּ חַיֵי שָּׂ הְּ וַיִׁ
ה רָּ נֵי חַיֵי שָּׂ ים שְּ נִׁ שֶבַע שָּ נָּה וְּ :שָּ  



Chayai Sarah   Gen 23:1:4-9 

      

 

 

 

 

“And Sarah was a hundred and seven and twenty years old”. 

 

 -    She was at age 100 as at age 20 for beauty 

       and she was at age 20 as at age 7 for sin. 

 -    Queen Esther, a descendant of Sarah, ruled over 127 provinces.  A reward 

or  punishment does not necessarily follow immediately.  The reward for 

 Sarah’s good deeds came in Esther’s generation. 

 

Don’t expect immediate gratification and reward.  Be patient, because reward for 

good deeds will come. 

And the life of Sarah was one hundred years 
and twenty years and seven years; [these 
were] the years of the life of Sarah. 

ים  . א רִׁ עֶשְּׂ נָּה וְּ ה שָּ ה מֵאָּ רָּ יוּ חַיֵי שָּׂ הְּ וַיִׁ
ה רָּ נֵי חַיֵי שָּׂ ים שְּ נִׁ שֶבַע שָּ נָּה וְּ :שָּ  



Chayai Sarah   Gen 23:2:13 

      

 

 

 

 

And to bewail her. 

 

 -  small ‘koof’ to suggest that the full extent of his weeping was kept private. 

 -  small ‘koof’ can be deleted – word then reads ‘Ulebitah’, “and her daughter”. 

The Midrash says that Sarah had a daughter who died on the same day as she did and 

  Abraham eulogized them both. 

 

Could also come to inform us that the 127 years Sarah lived were 20 years ‘koof’ = 

20, less than her grandson Jacob lived. 

     Peirush HaRokeach 

     Kestenbaum 47 

  

And Sarah died in Kiriath arba, which is 
Hebron, in the land of Canaan, and Abraham 
came to eulogize Sarah and to bewail her 

רוֹן . ב וא חֶבְּ בַע הִׁ יַת אַרְּ רְּ קִׁ ה בְּ רָּ ת שָּׂ מָּ וַתָּ

ה   רָּ שָּׂ ד לְּ פֹּ סְּ ם לִׁ הָּ רָּ בֹּא אַבְּ עַן וַיָּ נָּ אֶרֶץ כְּ בְּ
הּ תָּ כֹּ בְּ לִׁ :וְּ  



Chayai Sarah   Gen 23:2:11-13 

      

 

 

 

 

Usually after a person dies those who love them cry and later when they are 

somewhat composed they eulogize them. 

 

Here, as Abraham eulogized Sarah and recounted her great qualities he cried, 

realizing how much he missed her. 

 

He eulogized Sarah and brought himself to tears. 

 

     Meam Loez 2:62 

And Sarah died in Kiriath arba, which is 
Hebron, in the land of Canaan, and Abraham 
came to eulogize Sarah and to bewail her 

רוֹן . ב וא חֶבְּ בַע הִׁ יַת אַרְּ רְּ קִׁ ה בְּ רָּ ת שָּׂ מָּ וַתָּ

ה   רָּ שָּׂ ד לְּ פֹּ סְּ ם לִׁ הָּ רָּ בֹּא אַבְּ עַן וַיָּ נָּ אֶרֶץ כְּ בְּ
הּ תָּ כֹּ בְּ לִׁ :וְּ  



Chayai Sarah   Gen 23:2:13:11    

  

 

 

 

 

And Abraham came to grieve to eulogize to make a Hespid 

 over Sarah and to cry for her. 

 

The Talmud tells us that our mourning for the departed should be three days of 

crying and seven days of Hespidim  Here it was in the opposite order after we 

have heard the Hespid and learn all the wonderful things they did with their 

lives.  Then we can cry for the loss we have suffered. 

And Sarah died in Kiriath arba, which is 
Hebron, in the land of Canaan, and Abraham 
came to eulogize Sarah and to bewail her 

רוֹן . ב וא חֶבְּ בַע הִׁ יַת אַרְּ רְּ קִׁ ה בְּ רָּ ת שָּׂ מָּ וַתָּ

ה   רָּ שָּׂ ד לְּ פֹּ סְּ ם לִׁ הָּ רָּ בֹּא אַבְּ עַן וַיָּ נָּ אֶרֶץ כְּ בְּ
הּ תָּ כֹּ בְּ לִׁ :וְּ  



Chayai Sarah   Gen 23:2:13 

      

 

 

 

 

And cried for her 

 

The koof is small to indicate that the full extent of his weeping was private 

concealed in his heart and in the privacy of his home. 

 

     R′ S R Hirsch 

     Munk 137 

And Sarah died in Kiriath arba, which is 
Hebron, in the land of Canaan, and Abraham 
came to eulogize Sarah and to bewail her 

רוֹן . ב וא חֶבְּ בַע הִׁ יַת אַרְּ רְּ קִׁ ה בְּ רָּ ת שָּׂ מָּ וַתָּ

ה   רָּ שָּׂ ד לְּ פֹּ סְּ ם לִׁ הָּ רָּ בֹּא אַבְּ עַן וַיָּ נָּ אֶרֶץ כְּ בְּ
הּ תָּ כֹּ בְּ לִׁ :וְּ  



Chayai Sarah   Gen 23:2:3-4 

      

 

 

 

And Sarah died in Kiryat Arba. 

 

And Sarah died by dividing into four components air, fire, water and earth and 

therefore did not actually die. 

 -  These four elements can be transformed into each other to suggest that  

 when a righteous person dies his components transform themselves into 

 other elements and therefore the person really does not really die. 

 -  Arba refers to four pairs 

  Adam and Eve 

  Abraham and Sarah 

  Isaac and Rivkah 

  Jacob and Leah Eruvin 53a  

      Or HaChaim 186 

      Torah Temimah I:105 
 

And Sarah died in Kiriath arba, which is 
Hebron, in the land of Canaan, and Abraham 
came to eulogize Sarah and to bewail her 

רוֹן . ב וא חֶבְּ בַע הִׁ יַת אַרְּ רְּ קִׁ ה בְּ רָּ ת שָּׂ מָּ וַתָּ

ה   רָּ שָּׂ ד לְּ פֹּ סְּ ם לִׁ הָּ רָּ בֹּא אַבְּ עַן וַיָּ נָּ אֶרֶץ כְּ בְּ
הּ תָּ כֹּ בְּ לִׁ :וְּ  



Chayai Sarah   Gen 23:2:3-4 

      

 

 

 

 

Kiriath Arba 

 

 =  Hebron 19 miles South of Jerusalem in the Judaen Hills. 

 

     Fields 

And Sarah died in Kiriath arba, which is 
Hebron, in the land of Canaan, and Abraham 
came to eulogize Sarah and to bewail her 

רוֹן . ב וא חֶבְּ בַע הִׁ יַת אַרְּ רְּ קִׁ ה בְּ רָּ ת שָּׂ מָּ וַתָּ

ה   רָּ שָּׂ ד לְּ פֹּ סְּ ם לִׁ הָּ רָּ בֹּא אַבְּ עַן וַיָּ נָּ אֶרֶץ כְּ בְּ
הּ תָּ כֹּ בְּ לִׁ :וְּ  



Chayai Sarah   Gen 23:3:3-5 

      

 

 

 

 

And Abraham arose from the presence of his dead. 

 

That I may bring my dead from before me. 

 

The Gemorah is Berachos 18a uses this Posuk to teach us that an ‘onen’, a mourner,  

is exempted from all mitzvos while his dead is before him.  Does ‘before him’ 

mean: 

  1.  in the same room? 

  2   he is facing the dead person?  It means that while the dead person          

  is not yet buried it is “before him”  i.e., in his thoughts and in his 

  sense of obligation to bury the body.  

  3.  This teaches us that the dead is to be face up. 

     Or HaChaim 187 

And Abraham arose from before his dead, and 
he spoke to the sons of Heth, saying, 

דַבֵר אֶל . ג נֵי מֵתוֹ וַיְּ ם מֵעַל פְּ הָּ רָּ ם אַבְּ קָּ וַיָּ
ר נֵי חֵת לֵאמֹּ :בְּ  



Chayai Sarah   Gen 23:3:3-5 

      

 

 

 

 
A person is exempt from mitzvos while “his dead lies before him”.  Using this 

Posuk we learn that Abraham referred to Sarah as “his dead before him”  

when she was not yet buried. 

 

As long as a person is responsible to bury the body it is as if it lies before him. 

And Abraham arose from before his dead, and 
he spoke to the sons of Heth, saying, 

דַבֵר אֶל . ג נֵי מֵתוֹ וַיְּ ם מֵעַל פְּ הָּ רָּ ם אַבְּ קָּ וַיָּ
ר נֵי חֵת לֵאמֹּ :בְּ  



Chayai Sarah   Gen 23:4:1-6 

      

 

 

 

 

I am a stranger and a resident with you give to me. 

 

Demonstrates the principle that people who live amongst you are to be treated 

fairly (Leviticus 25:35) according to the Torah. 

 

Abraham was requesting fair treatment from the Hittites. 

 

     Or HaChaim 187 

"I am a stranger and an inhabitant with you. 
Give me burial property with you, so that I may 
bury my dead from before me." 

זַת  . ד י אֲחֻׁ נוּ לִׁ כֶם תְּ מָּ י עִׁ כִׁ נֹּ ב אָּ תוֹשָּ גֵר וְּ
נָּי פָּ לְּ י מִׁ ה מֵתִׁ רָּ בְּ אֶקְּ כֶם וְּ מָּ :קֶבֶר עִׁ  



Chayai Sarah   Gen 23:4:10-11 

      

 

 

 

 

Abraham buys a plot of land to bury his wife. 

 

He pays 400 shekels for the land, is that a lot or a little or a fair price.  A shekel is 

a particular weight of silver about 10 grams. 

 

It is basically a standard price for a plot of land.  Even though we don’t know the 

exact dimensions of the land. 

 

Abraham buys not only the land but also the trees.  In those times you could buy 

land and also buy the trees or you could buy only either one. 

 

Documents found in a city named Nuzi in Northern Mesopotamia that stress 

economic and legal details teach us these facts.  The Bible is historically 

accurate in these details. 

     Gary Rendsburg p135 

'I am a stranger and a sojourner with you: give 
me a possession of a burying-place with you, 
that I may bury my dead out of my sight.'  

י-גֵר  ד כִׁ נֹּ ב אָּ תוֹשָּ כֶם, וְּ מָּ זַת; עִׁ י אֲחֻׁ נוּ לִׁ -תְּ

כֶם מָּ י, קֶבֶר עִׁ נָּ פָּ לְּ י מִׁ ה מֵתִׁ רָּ בְּ אֶקְּ .וְּ  



Chayai Sarah   Gen 23:9:4-5 

      

 

 

 

 

The cave of Machpelah 

 

It was ‘kaful’ a “double” cave, it had two levels. 

     Eruvin 53a 

 

It was for “doubles” i.e., couples who were buried there. 

 -  Adam and Eve were buried there 

 -  Abraham and Sarah 

 -  Yitzchak and Rivkah 

 -  Jacob and Leah. 

     Meam Loez 2:365 

      

That he may give me the Machpelah (double) 
Cave, which belongs to him, which is at the 
end of his field; for a full price let him give it to 
me in your midst for burial property." 

ה אֲשֶר לוֹ  . ט פֵלָּ רַת הַמַכְּ עָּ י אֶת מְּ תֶן לִׁ יִׁ וְּ

י  נֶנָּה לִׁ תְּ לֵא יִׁ כֶסֶף מָּ דֵהוּ בְּ צֵה שָּׂ קְּ אֲשֶר בִׁ
בֶר זַת קָּ כֶם לַאֲחֻׁ תוֹכְּ :בְּ  



Chayai Sarah   Gen 23:15:3-6 

      

 

 

 
 

The Tanach records three real estate purchases in the Holy Land.  In each case the 

full asking price was paid. 

 

Gen 23:15-18  Abraham paid Ephron 400 shekels for the cave of Machpelah. 

Gen 33:18-19  Jacob bought a camp site near Shechem for 100 keshitah.  Joseph 

was later buried there. 

1 Chronicles 21:25 

 King David bought the site of the Beis Hamikdash from Onian the Jebusite 

for 600 Shekels. 

 

Therefore, only the nation of Abraham, Jacob and David can have legal right to 

these sites. 

     Midrash Bereishis Rabbah  79.7 

     Kestenbaum 47 

"My lord, listen to me; a [piece of] land worth 
four hundred shekels of silver, what is it 
between me and you? Bury your dead." 

ת שֶקֶל  . טו בַע מֵאֹּ י אֶרֶץ אַרְּ עֵנִׁ מָּ י שְּ נִׁ אֲדֹּ
ר בֹּ ךָ קְּ אֶת מֵתְּ וא וְּ ךָ מַה הִׁ י וּבֵינְּ :כֶסֶף בֵינִׁ  



Chayai Sarah   Gen 23:16:4,7 

      

 

 

 
 

Abraham listened to Ephron and Abraham weighted out to Ephron the money… 

 

Throughout the Chapter Ephron’s name is spelled with a ‘vov’ Ephron is spelled 

without a ‘vov’ here, where money changed hands.  It implies that Ephron’s 

stature was diminished by this transaction. 

He starts out publically giving the field and the cave as a gift and then later he asks 

for a very high payment from Abraham. 

The payment for his land, the land where the Temple was built and for the tomb of 

Joseph, supports the ownership of the Jewish people of the Holy Land. 

      

     Baal HaTurim 

     Kestenbaum 49 

And Abraham listened to Ephron, and 
Abraham weighed out to Ephron the silver that 
he had named in the hearing of the sons of 
Heth, four hundred shekels of silver, accepted 
by the merchant. 

ל  . טז קֹּ שְּ רוֹן וַיִׁ ם אֶל עֶפְּ הָּ רָּ מַע אַבְּ שְּ וַיִׁ

בֶר   ן אֶת הַכֶסֶף אֲשֶר דִׁ רֹּ עֶפְּ ם לְּ הָּ רָּ אַבְּ

בֵר   בַע מֵאוֹת שֶקֶל כֶסֶף עֹּ נֵי חֵת אַרְּ נֵי בְּ זְּ אָּ בְּ
חֵר :לַסֹּּ  



Chayai Sarah   Gen 23:16:5-7 

      

 

 

 
 

And Abraham weighted out for Ephron. 

 

In its abbreviated form the numerical value of Ephron is 400 

 

   Ayin  -  70 

   Peh    -  80 

   Resh  -  200 

   Nun    -   50 

                400 

 

The 400 silver shekels that he paid him and 400 is also the numerical value of 

‘Eyin Ra’ “The evil eye”. 

Ayin-70  yud-10  nun-50  resh-200  ayin-70  =  400 

     Meam Loez 2:375 

   

    

And Abraham listened to Ephron, and 
Abraham weighed out to Ephron the silver that 
he had named in the hearing of the sons of 
Heth, four hundred shekels of silver, accepted 
by the merchant. 

ל  . טז קֹּ שְּ רוֹן וַיִׁ ם אֶל עֶפְּ הָּ רָּ מַע אַבְּ שְּ וַיִׁ

בֶר   ן אֶת הַכֶסֶף אֲשֶר דִׁ רֹּ עֶפְּ ם לְּ הָּ רָּ אַבְּ

בֵר   בַע מֵאוֹת שֶקֶל כֶסֶף עֹּ נֵי חֵת אַרְּ נֵי בְּ זְּ אָּ בְּ
חֵר :לַסֹּּ  



Chayai Sarah   Gen 23:16:19-20    

  

 

 

 
 

 

Current with the merchant. 

 

Initially it was written “400 shekels of silver”.   Later it was written “400 shekels 

of silver current with the merchant”.  This is a further benefit to Ephron.  The 

payment was in a convenient form for him. 

 

     Bava Metzia 87a 

     Bechoroth 50a 

     Torah Temimah I 106 

And Abraham listened to Ephron, and 
Abraham weighed out to Ephron the silver 
that he had named in the hearing of the 
sons of Heth, four hundred shekels of 
silver, accepted by the merchant. 

ל  . טז קֹּ שְּ רוֹן וַיִׁ ם אֶל עֶפְּ הָּ רָּ מַע אַבְּ שְּ וַיִׁ

בֶר   ן אֶת הַכֶסֶף אֲשֶר דִׁ רֹּ עֶפְּ ם לְּ הָּ רָּ אַבְּ

בֵר   בַע מֵאוֹת שֶקֶל כֶסֶף עֹּ נֵי חֵת אַרְּ נֵי בְּ זְּ אָּ בְּ
חֵר :לַסֹּּ  



Chayai Sarah   Gen 23:20:9-11 

      

 

 

 
 

From the children of Heth 

 

The field was purchased from Ephron.  Why does it say “from the children if 

Heth”? 

 

The Hittites had a covenant that no one would sell any land to a foreigner. 

 

Therefore, for the sale to be valid Ephron had to get the agreement of the council 

of Heth for the sale to be executed. 

      

     Meam Loez 2:377 

And the field and the cave within it were 
established to Abraham as burial property, 
[purchased] from the sons of Heth. 

ה אֲשֶר בוֹ . כ רָּ עָּ הַמְּ דֶה וְּ ם הַשָּ קָּ וַיָּ
נֵי חֵת בֶר מֵאֵת בְּ זַת קָּ ם לַאֲחֻׁ הָּ רָּ אַבְּ :לְּ  



Chayai Sarah   Gen 24:1:5-9 

      

 

 

 
 

And God blessed Abraham with all 

 

 -  with the quality of “all”.  Of being content with whatever he had and never 

 feeling that he lacked anything. 

 -  It tells us that Abraham saw God’s blessing in everything whether it seemed 

 to be generous or harsh. 

 

     Munk 120 

And Abraham was old, advanced in days, and 
the Lord had blessed Abraham with 
everything. 

וָּה בֵרַךְ  . א ים וַיהֹּ א בַיָּמִׁ קֵן בָּ ם זָּ הָּ רָּ אַבְּ וְּ
ל ם בַכֹּ הָּ רָּ :אֶת אַבְּ  



Chayai Sarah   Gen 24:2:11-15 

     Gen 24:9:1-7 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Put your hand under my thigh 

 

is a euphemism.  It actually means that we followed the custom of the times which 

continued even in ancient Rome because that is where you testified by holding 

or touching the testicles.   The root word in Latin is the same. 

 

     Gary Rendsburg p186 

And Abraham said to his servant, the elder of 
his house, who ruled over all that was his, 
"Please place your hand under my thigh. 

קַן בֵיתוֹ הַמשֵל  . ב דוֹ זְּ ם אֶל עַבְּ הָּ רָּ ֹּאמֶר אַבְּ וַי
י רֵכִׁ ךָ תַחַת יְּ ים נָּא יָּדְּ ל אֲשֶר לוֹ שִׁׂ כָּ :בְּ  

And the servant placed his hand under the 
thigh of Abraham his master, and he swore to 
him concerning this matter. 

עֶבֶד אֶת יָּדוֹ תַחַת יֶרֶךְ  . ט וַיָּשֶׂם הָּ
ר הַזֶה בָּ בַע לוֹ עַל הַדָּ שָּ נָּיו וַיִׁ ם אֲדֹּ הָּ רָּ :אַבְּ  



Chayai Sarah   Gen 24:2:11-15 

      

 

 

 
 

“put I pray you, your hand under my thigh.” 

 

There are people who believe others in regards to news, rumors, advice etc, but if it 

should come to lending them money they would check them out carefully.  Here 

Abraham trusted Eliezer with all his material possessions but in a task as 

important as finding a wife for Isaac he requested an oath. 

  -  Someone who swears must hold something in his hand. 

  -  His thigh (his circumcision) was the only holy thing on earth upon  

        which to place his hand to swear an oath.  The Torah had not yet been 

        given. 

And Abraham said to his servant, the elder of 
his house, who ruled over all that was his, 
"Please place your hand under my thigh. 

קַן בֵיתוֹ  . ב דוֹ זְּ ם אֶל עַבְּ הָּ רָּ ֹּאמֶר אַבְּ וַי

ךָ תַחַת  ים נָּא יָּדְּ ל אֲשֶר לוֹ שִׁׂ כָּ הַמשֵל בְּ
י רֵכִׁ :יְּ  



Chayai Sarah   Gen 24:2:7-10 

      

 

 

 
 

In charge of all he had. 

 

In charge of all that Abraham had. 

In charge of all that Eliezar had. 

In charge of his possessions. 

In charge  (in control) of his emotions and passions.  He was honest and could not  

 be bribed.  He was reliable. 

 

     Meam Loez 2:387 

And Abraham said to his servant, the elder of 
his house, who ruled over all that was his, 
"Please place your hand under my thigh. 

קַן בֵיתוֹ  . ב דוֹ זְּ ם אֶל עַבְּ הָּ רָּ ֹּאמֶר אַבְּ וַי

ךָ תַחַת  ים נָּא יָּדְּ ל אֲשֶר לוֹ שִׁׂ כָּ הַמשֵל בְּ
י רֵכִׁ :יְּ  



Chayai Sarah   Gen 24:10:15-16 

      

 

 

 
 

 

Aram Naharaim 

 

Aram of the two rivers  -  Haran 

in Northern Syria. 

 

     Fields 

And the servant took ten camels, of the camels 
of his master, and departed; having all goodly 
things of his master's in his hand; and he 
arose, and went to Aram-naharaim, unto the 
city of Nahor.  

יו  י נָּ מַלֵי אֲדֹּ גְּ ים מִׁ מַלִׁ ה גְּ רָּ עֶבֶד עֲשָּׂ קַח הָּ ,  וַיִׁ

כָּל, וַיֵלֶךְ יו-וְּ נָּ יָּדוֹ, טוּב אֲדֹּ ם; בְּ -וַיֵלֶךְ אֶל, וַיָּקָּ

יר נָּחוֹר-אֶל--אֲרַם נַהֲרַיִׁם .עִׁ  



Chayai Sarah   Gen 24:15:7-8 

      

 

 

 
 

 

Rebecca was coming out 

 

God timed her appearance to coincide exactly with Eliezar’s prayer. 

 

Her birth was announced in Gen. 22:20. 

 

     Or HaChaim 195 

Now he had not yet finished speaking, and 
behold, Rebecca came out, who had been born 
to Bethuel the son of Milcah, the wife of 
Nahor, Abraham's brother, and her pitcher was 
on her shoulder. 

נֵה  . טו הִׁ דַבֵר וְּ ה לְּ לָּ י הוּא טֶרֶם כִׁ הִׁ וַיְּ

תוּאֵל בֶן  בְּ ה לִׁ דָּ צֵאת אֲשֶר יֻׁלְּ ה יֹּ קָּ בְּ רִׁ

הּ עַל   כַדָּ ם וְּ הָּ רָּ י אַבְּ כָּה אֵשֶת נָּחוֹר אֲחִׁ לְּ מִׁ
הּ מָּ כְּ :שִׁ  



Chayai Sarah   Gen 24:16:2-4 

      

 

 

 
 

 

Tovat Mareh “very beautiful”. 

 

But we are given no description of her beauty, size, shape, complexion, only her 

beautiful deeds. 

 

     Fields 

Now the maiden was of very comely 
appearance, a virgin, and no man had been 
intimate with her, and she went down to the 
fountain, and she filled her pitcher and went 
up. 

ה  . טז תוּלָּ ד בְּ אֹּ אֶה מְּ בַת מַרְּ ה טֹּ הַנַעֲרָּ וְּ

מַלֵא   נָּה וַתְּ עַיְּ הּ וַתֵרֶד הָּ עָּ דָּ ֹּא יְּ יש ל אִׁ וְּ
עַל הּ וַתָּ :כַדָּ  



Chayai Sarah   Gen 24:16:5-8 

      

 

 

 
 

 

A virgin and no man knew her. 

 

Is this not redundant? 

What is a virgin but a woman whom no man has yet known? 

 

The Torah means to imply that the people around her were so evil they did not 

appreciate her great qualities.  Not only was she a virgin but she was saintly in 

other areas as well.  No man knew her true exalted nature. 

 

     Meam Loez 2:38 

Now the maiden was of very comely 
appearance, a virgin, and no man had been 
intimate with her, and she went down to the 
fountain, and she filled her pitcher and went 
up. 

ה  . טז תוּלָּ ד בְּ אֹּ אֶה מְּ בַת מַרְּ ה טֹּ הַנַעֲרָּ וְּ

מַלֵא   נָּה וַתְּ עַיְּ הּ וַתֵרֶד הָּ עָּ דָּ ֹּא יְּ יש ל אִׁ וְּ
עַל הּ וַתָּ :כַדָּ  



Chayai Sarah   Gen 24:16:9-13 

      

 

 

 
 

 

And she went down, filled her jug and came up. 

 

Is this not redundant? 

Obviously if she went down to fill her jug she had to come up to empty it to give 

water to the camels and Eliezer? 

 

No.  The word ‘vataal’  “came up” refers to the water in the well.  It came up to  

 greet her. To make her task easier out of regard for the great mitzvah she was 

engaged in.  Once Eliezer saw this miracle, “he ran to her and asked for a sip  

 of a little water from her jug.” 

     Meam Loez 2:38 

Now the maiden was of very comely 
appearance, a virgin, and no man had been 
intimate with her, and she went down to the 
fountain, and she filled her pitcher and went 
up. 

ה  . טז תוּלָּ ד בְּ אֹּ אֶה מְּ בַת מַרְּ ה טֹּ הַנַעֲרָּ וְּ

מַלֵא   נָּה וַתְּ עַיְּ הּ וַתֵרֶד הָּ עָּ דָּ ֹּא יְּ יש ל אִׁ וְּ
עַל הּ וַתָּ :כַדָּ  



Chayai Sarah   Gen 24:18:1-3 

      

 

 

 
 

She said “drink my Lord, etc” 

 

She did not tell him, “You drink and then I will water your camels”, because Eliezar 

might have cut short his drink before he was satiated so that the camels would 

not have to wait.  He also knew that Rebecca would have yet a lot of work to do 

and he would not want to have her delay in getting her work done. 

 

     Or HaChaim 196 

And she said, "Drink, my lord." And she 
hastened and lowered her pitcher to her hand, 
and she gave him to drink. 

מַהֵר  . יח י וַתְּ נִׁ תֵה אֲדֹּ וַתֹּאמֶר שְּ
קֵהוּ הּ וַתַשְּ הּ עַל יָּדָּ רֶד כַדָּ :וַתֹּ  



Chayai Sarah   Gen 24:19:3-6 

      

 

 

 
 

And she said I will also draw water for your camels. 

 

She gave Eliezar to drink and without waiting for him to respond offered to give 

water to his camels before he had a chance to speak to perhaps refuse this 

extraordinary kindness. 

 

The Rabbi’s discuss this.  Perhaps she feared that a stranger who drank direct from 

the jug as he requested that to refuse him might have embarrassed him thinking 

that she thought he could have some disease.  Rather than pour the remaining 

water on the ground she quickly put it into a trough for his animals.  She did a 

good deed and avoided an insulting and embarrassing situation. 

 

     Meam Loez 2:403 

And she finished giving him to drink, and she 
said, "I will also draw for your camels, until 
they will have finished drinking." 

מַלֶיךָ  . יט גְּ תוֹ וַתֹּאמֶר גַם לִׁ קֹּ הַשְּ כַל לְּ וַתְּ
ת תֹּ שְּ לוּ לִׁ ם כִׁ ב עַד אִׁ אָּ :אֶשְּ  



Chayai Sarah   Gen 24:22:8-18 

      

 

 

 
 

 

A nose ring weighting ½ shekel and two bracelets on her hands weighting 10 gold 

shekels. 

 

The ½ shekel nose ring symbolized the ½ shekel each descendent of Rebecca would 

give for the census Ex 38:26.  The two bracelets represent the two tablets that 

Moses brought down and the 10 shekels they weighed, symbolized the 10 

commandments.  All suggesting that Rebecca’s descendants would receive the 

Torah. 

 

     Meam Loez 2:400 

Now it came about, when the camels had 
finished drinking, [that] the man took a golden 
nose ring, weighing half [a shekel], and two 
bracelets for her hands, weighing ten gold 
[shekels]. 

תוֹת  . כב שְּ ים לִׁ מַלִׁ לוּ הַגְּ י כַאֲשֶר כִׁ הִׁ וַיְּ

נֵי   לוֹ וּשְּ קָּ שְּ ב בֶקַע מִׁ הָּ יש נֶזֶם זָּ אִׁ קַח הָּ וַיִׁ
ם לָּ קָּ שְּ ב מִׁ הָּ ה זָּ רָּ ים עַל יָּדֶיהָּ עֲשָּׂ ידִׁ מִׁ :צְּ  



Chayai Sarah   Gen 24:22:16-18 

      

 

 

 
 

 

Why does the Torah bother to tell us the weight of the gold bracelets?  Why should 

their weight matter to us?  Because Eliezer goes on to make a blessing V27.  The 

10 pieces of gold he gives to Rivka is what he paid for the priviledge of making 

the blessing.  We now know the cost of a mitzvah and if someone  

 usurps your mitzvah the Talmud requires him to pay you 10 gold pieces. 

Chulllin 87a.  -  Someone came and covered the blood of the animal you slaughtered. 

Bava Kamma 91b3 line 36 A16 - Someone came and killed an ox that had to be killed 

by you by edict of Bais Din. 

In each case 10 gold pieces are discussed as the price of taking a mitzvah that 

belonged to another person. 

Now it came about, when the camels had 
finished drinking, [that] the man took a golden 
nose ring, weighing half [a shekel], and two 
bracelets for her hands, weighing ten gold 
[shekels]. 

תוֹת  . כב שְּ ים לִׁ מַלִׁ לוּ הַגְּ י כַאֲשֶר כִׁ הִׁ וַיְּ

נֵי   לוֹ וּשְּ קָּ שְּ ב בֶקַע מִׁ הָּ יש נֶזֶם זָּ אִׁ קַח הָּ וַיִׁ
ם לָּ קָּ שְּ ב מִׁ הָּ ה זָּ רָּ ים עַל יָּדֶיהָּ עֲשָּׂ ידִׁ מִׁ :צְּ  



Chayai Sarah   Gen 24:22:6-7 

      

 

 

 
 

 

Jenelle asked at age seven: 

 

“Why would Rebecca accept such a lavish gift from a stranger like Eliezar? 

Didn’t her parents tell her not to take a gift from a stranger?” 

Now it came about, when the camels had 
finished drinking, [that] the man took a golden 
nose ring, weighing half [a shekel], and two 
bracelets for her hands, weighing ten gold 
[shekels]. 

תוֹת  . כב שְּ ים לִׁ מַלִׁ לוּ הַגְּ י כַאֲשֶר כִׁ הִׁ וַיְּ

נֵי   לוֹ וּשְּ קָּ שְּ ב בֶקַע מִׁ הָּ יש נֶזֶם זָּ אִׁ קַח הָּ וַיִׁ
ם לָּ קָּ שְּ ב מִׁ הָּ ה זָּ רָּ ים עַל יָּדֶיהָּ עֲשָּׂ ידִׁ מִׁ :צְּ  



Chayai Sarah   Gen 24:22:14-15 

      

 

 

 
 

 

On her hands 

 

The bracelets fit her perfectly. 

 

     Or HaChaim 197 

Now it came about, when the camels had 
finished drinking, [that] the man took a golden 
nose ring, weighing half [a shekel], and two 
bracelets for her hands, weighing ten gold 
[shekels]. 

תוֹת  . כב שְּ ים לִׁ מַלִׁ לוּ הַגְּ י כַאֲשֶר כִׁ הִׁ וַיְּ

נֵי   לוֹ וּשְּ קָּ שְּ ב בֶקַע מִׁ הָּ יש נֶזֶם זָּ אִׁ קַח הָּ וַיִׁ
ם לָּ קָּ שְּ ב מִׁ הָּ ה זָּ רָּ ים עַל יָּדֶיהָּ עֲשָּׂ ידִׁ מִׁ :צְּ  



Chayai Sarah   Gen 24:27:10-11 

      

 

 

 
 

Kindness and truth 

 

The most true kindness is one given without expectation of repayment.  Such as the 

kindness given to a person who has died and obviously can never repay the 

kindness. 

Here, Eliezar could be referring to the true kindness he is requesting from Rebecca’s 

family.  Since Abraham is so old, possibly close to death, kindness to him may 

not be repaid and would in fact be of the nature of “true kindness”. 

 

     Meam Loez 2:400 

And he said, "Blessed is the Lord, the God of 
my master, Abraham, Who has not forsaken 
His loving kindness and His truth from my 
master. As for me, the Lord led me on the road 
to the house of my master's kinsmen." 

ם  . כז הָּ רָּ י אַבְּ נִׁ וָּה אֱלֹהֵי אֲדֹּ הֹּ רוּךְ יְּ ֹּאמֶר בָּ וַי

י   נִׁ ם אֲדֹּ תוֹ מֵעִׁ דוֹ וַאֲמִׁ זַב חַסְּ ֹּא עָּ אֲשֶר ל
י נִׁ וָּה בֵית אֲחֵי אֲדֹּ הֹּ י יְּ חַנִׁ י בַדֶרֶךְ נָּ כִׁ נֹּ :אָּ  



Chayai Sarah   Gen 24:30:20-28 

      

 

 

 
 

 

 

And he came to the man, who was standing beside the camels near the well. 

 

Laban came to Eliezer after he saw the wealthy presents his sister had received in 

order to rob him.  Eliezer realized this and therefore made himself difficult to 

reach.  The literal translation is, “he stood on top of the camels that were on top 

of the well”. 

And it came to pass, when he saw the nose 
ring and the bracelets on his sister's hands, 
and when he heard the words of his sister 
Rebecca, saying, "So did the man speak to me, 
" that he came to the man, and behold, he was 
standing over the camels at the fountain. 

י. ל הִׁ ים |  וַיְּ דִׁ מִׁ אֶת הַצְּ ת אֶת הַנֶזֶם וְּ אֹּ רְּ כִׁ

ה   קָּ בְּ רֵי רִׁ בְּ עוֹ אֶת דִׁ מְּ שָּ תוֹ וּכְּ דֵי אֲחֹּ עַל יְּ

בֹּא אֶל   יש וַיָּ אִׁ בֶר אֵלַי הָּ ה דִׁ ר כֹּ תוֹ לֵאמֹּ אֲחֹּ
ן יִׁ עָּ ים עַל הָּ מַלִׁ מֵד עַל הַגְּ נֵה עֹּ הִׁ יש וְּ אִׁ :הָּ  



Chayai Sarah   Gen 24:31:8-10 

      

 

 

 
 

 

 

I have cleaned out my house. 

 

I have cleaned all traces of idols from my home. 

 

    Meam Loez 2:406 

And he said, "Come, you who are blessed of 
the Lord. Why should you stand outside, when 
I have cleared the house, and a place for the 
camels?" 

ד . לא ה תַעֲמֹּ מָּ וָּה לָּ הֹּ רוּךְ יְּ ֹּאמֶר בוֹא בְּ וַי
ים מַלִׁ קוֹם לַגְּ ת וּמָּ י הַבַיִׁ יתִׁ נִׁ י פִׁ כִׁ נֹּ אָּ :בַחוּץ וְּ  



Chayai Sarah   Gen 24:32:4-5 

      

 

 

 
 

 

 

And he unmuzzled the donkey. 

 

Abraham was very careful to muzzle his animals so they would not graze in other 

people’s fields.   To do so would be like stealing. 

 

     Meam Loez 2:407 

So the man came to the house and unmuzzled 
the camels, and he gave straw and fodder to 
the camels and water to wash his feet and the 
feet of the men who were with him. 

פַתַח  . לב ה וַיְּ תָּ יש הַבַיְּ אִׁ בֹּא הָּ וַיָּ

ים   מַלִׁ פוֹא לַגְּ סְּ תֵן תֶבֶן וּמִׁ ים וַיִׁ מַלִׁ הַגְּ

ים אֲשֶר   אֲנָּשִׁ לֵי הָּ רַגְּ יו וְּ לָּ ץ רַגְּ חֹּ רְּ ם לִׁ וּמַיִׁ
תוֹ :אִׁ  



Chayai Sarah   Gen 24:34:2 

      

 

 

 
 

 

And he said, “I am Abraham’s servant”. 

 

If there is something that might lower you in the eyes of another be sure you mention 

it first. 

 

     Bava Kamma 92b 

     Torah Temimah I:112 

And he said, "I am Abraham's servant. י. לד כִׁ נֹּ ם אָּ הָּ רָּ ֹּאמַר עֶבֶד אַבְּ :וַי  



Chayai Sarah   Gen 24:35:13 

      

 

 

 
 

 

 

Servants 

 

Usually spelled with a ‘yud’.  Its absence here comes to tell us that Abraham did not 

have as many servants as he could have had. 

 

Avos 2:7 

Excessive maid servants breed lewdness. 

Excessive man servants breed thievery. 

 

     Peirush HaRokeach 

     Kestenbaum 51 

And the LORD hath blessed my master greatly; 
and he is become great; and He hath given him 
flocks and herds, and silver and gold, and men-
servants and maid-servants, and camels and 
asses.  

י-וַיהוָּה בֵרַךְ אֶת  לה נִׁ ד, אֲדֹּ אֹּ ל--מְּ דָּ גְּ ;  וַיִׁ

תֶן ר-וַיִׁ קָּ ֹּאן וּבָּ ב, לוֹ צ זָּהָּ כֶסֶף וְּ ם  , וְּ דִׁ וַעֲבָּ

ת חֹּ פָּ ים, וּשְּ רִׁ ים וַחֲמֹּ מַלִׁ .וּגְּ  



Chayai Sarah   Gen 24:42:1-2 

      

 

 

 
 

 

And I came this day. 

 

Suggests that he came that day.  i.e., the same day that he left.  By a miracle his trip 

was shortened. 

 

     Sanhedrin 95a 

     Torah Temimah I:112 

So I came today to the fountain, and I said, 'O 
Lord, God of my master Abraham, if You desire 
to prosper my way upon which I am going 

וָּה אֱלֹהֵי . מב הֹּ מַר יְּ ן וָּאֹּ יִׁ עָּ בֹּא הַיוֹם אֶל הָּ וָּאָּ

י  כִׁ יחַ דַרְּ לִׁ ךָ נָּא מַצְּ ם יֶשְּ ם אִׁ הָּ רָּ י אַבְּ נִׁ אֲדֹּ
לֶיהָּ  לֵךְ עָּ י הֹּ כִׁ נֹּ :אֲשֶר אָּ  



Chayai Sarah   Gen 24:45:18-19 

      

 

 

 
 

 

We learn from the practice of Rebecca who gave Eliezar water first and then provided 

water for his animals that it is permissible to give a person water and then water 

his animals.  Food however, is different. 

 

We learn from Posuk Deut11:15 where God promises “to provide grass for your cattle 

and thus you will eat your fill”, to feed our cattle before we feed ourselves. 

 

     Meam Loez 17:93 

I had not yet finished speaking thus in my 
heart, and behold, Rebecca came out with her 
pitcher on her shoulder, and she went down to 
the fountain and drew water, and I said to her, 
'Please give me to drink.' 

נֵה  . מה הִׁ י וְּ בִׁ דַבֵר אֶל לִׁ י טֶרֶם אֲכַלֶה לְּ אֲנִׁ

נָּה   עַיְּ הּ וַתֵרֶד הָּ מָּ כְּ הּ עַל שִׁ כַדָּ צֵאת וְּ ה יֹּ קָּ בְּ רִׁ
י נָּא ינִׁ קִׁ מַר אֵלֶיהָּ הַשְּ ב וָּאֹּ אָּ שְּ :וַתִׁ  



Chayai Sarah   Gen 24:49:5-6 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Kindness and truth. 

 

Eliezer asks them to deal with kindness to Abraham.  Why? 

Should it be viewed as a kindness by them to allow Rebecca to marry Isaac? 

Yes, because they were aware that the descendents of Abraham were destined to be 

enslaved for 400 years it would be indeed logical for them to refuse.  Therefore, 

he asked them to accept out of kindness if they could not do so out of logic.  

 

     Meam Loez 2:415 

And now, if you will do loving kindness and 
truth with my master, tell me, and if not, tell 
me, and I will turn to the right or to the left." 

ים חֶסֶד וֶאֱמֶת  . מט שִׁׂ כֶם עֹּ ם יֶשְּ ה אִׁ עַתָּ וְּ

י   ידוּ לִׁ ֹּא הַגִׁ ם ל אִׁ י וְּ ידוּ לִׁ י הַגִׁ נִׁ אֶת אֲדֹּ
מֹּאל ין אוֹ עַל שְּׂ נֶה עַל יָּמִׁ אֶפְּ :וְּ  



Chayai Sarah   Gen 24:49:15-20 

      

 

 

 
 

 

I will turn to the right or to the left 

 

To the right  -  To Ismael’s daughters. 

To the left  -  to Lot’s daughters. 

 

     Meam Loez 2:415 

And now if ye will deal kindly and 
truly with my master, tell me; and if 
not, tell me; that I may turn to the 
right hand, or to the left.'  

ם  מט ה אִׁ עַתָּ ים חֶסֶד וֶאֱמֶת-וְּ שִׁׂ כֶם עֹּ -אֶת, יֶשְּ

י נִׁ י--אֲדֹּ ידוּ לִׁ ם; הַגִׁ אִׁ י--לֹּא-וְּ ידוּ לִׁ נֶה  , הַגִׁ אֶפְּ וְּ

ין אוֹ עַל-עַל מֹּאל-יָּמִׁ .שְּׂ  



Chayai Sarah   Gen 24:50:1-3 

 

 

 

 

 

 

And Laban and Bethuel answered. 

 

Note the lack of respect and courtesy where Laban answered before his father. 

 

He is a bad example for his children who in Gen 31:1 and 2 also speak before their 

father Laban spoke. 

“and (Jacob) heard the words of Laban’s sons”  Gen 31:1 

“Jacob saw Laban’s face”  Gen 31:2 

     Meam Loez 2:415 

And Laban and Bethuel answered and said, 
"The matter has emanated from the Lord. We 
cannot speak to you either bad or good. 

א . נ וָּה יָּצָּ רוּ מֵיהֹּ ֹּאמְּ תוּאֵל וַי ן וּבְּ בָּ וַיַעַן לָּ
ֹּא נוּכַל דַבֵר אֵלֶיךָ רַע אוֹ טוֹב ר ל בָּ :הַדָּ  



Chayai Sarah   Gen 24:50:5-7 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This thing has gone forth from the Lord. 

 

From this we learn that it is from the Lord that a woman is given to a man. 

 

     Moed Katan 18b 

     Torah Temimah I:112 

And Laban and Bethuel answered and said, 
"The matter has emanated from the Lord. We 
cannot speak to you either bad or good. 

א . נ וָּה יָּצָּ רוּ מֵיהֹּ ֹּאמְּ תוּאֵל וַי ן וּבְּ בָּ וַיַעַן לָּ
ֹּא נוּכַל דַבֵר אֵלֶיךָ רַע אוֹ טוֹב ר ל בָּ :הַדָּ  



Chayai Sarah   Gen 24:60:1-3 

 

 

 

 

 

 

And they blessed Rivkah. 

 

From this passage we learn to give blessings at a wedding. 

 

From this passage we derive the institution of the wedding blessings. 

 

     Kallah I 

     Torah Temimah I:113 

And they blessed Rebecca and said to her, "Our 
sister, may you become thousands of myriads, 
and may your seed inherit the cities of their 
enemies." 

תֵנוּ  . ס הּ אֲחֹּ רוּ לָּ ֹּאמְּ ה וַי קָּ בְּ כוּ אֶת רִׁ רְּ בָּ וַיְּ

עֵךְ אֵת  ירַש זַרְּ יִׁ ה וְּ בָּ בָּ פֵי רְּ אַלְּ י לְּ אַתְּ הֲיִׁ
יו אָּ :שַעַר שׂנְּ  



Chayai Sarah   Gen 24:67:13 

 

 

 

 

 

Rivka served as a replacement for Sarah. 

Can one have a wife with the same name as his mother? 

Can one have a husband with the same name as her father? 

R Yeludah HaChasid left an ethical will to his children advising practices they should 

follow in their life if they did want to marry someone with the same name as a 

parent.  Even though it is ok according to the Torah. 

Talmud you might call the name of your wife and your mother comes instead or vice 

versa. 

If you call your mother by her name instead of “mother”, and you are really calling 

your wife, you might be surprised when one of them comes to you and she is not 

whom you had in mind. 

You should not name your children by the name of your departed mother since it is 

the same name as your wife and it would violate our minbag not to name a child 

for a living person. 

So if you pay no attention to that concern, change the name of one of them, or use a 

nickname for one of them. 

And Isaac brought her to the tent of Sarah his 
mother, and he took Rebecca, and she became 
his wife, and he loved her. And Isaac was 
comforted for [the loss of] his mother. 

קַח . סז מוֹ וַיִׁ ה אִׁ רָּ ה שָּׂ הֱלָּ אֹּ ק הָּ חָּ צְּ אֶהָּ יִׁ בִׁ וַיְּ

נָּחֵם  בֶהָּ וַיִׁ ה וַיֶאֱהָּ שָּ אִׁ י לוֹ לְּ הִׁ ה וַתְּ קָּ בְּ אֶת רִׁ
מוֹ ק אַחֲרֵי אִׁ חָּ צְּ :יִׁ  



Chayai Sarah   Gen 24:67:12 

 

 

 

 

 

 

He took her as his wife and Isaac loved her. 

 

One would have thought that love comes before marriage. 

 

There is a difference between love at first sight; (infatuation) and the love that comes 

after marriage. 

 

     Fields 

And Isaac brought her to the tent of Sarah his 
mother, and he took Rebecca, and she became 
his wife, and he loved her. And Isaac was 
comforted for [the loss of] his mother. 

קַח . סז מוֹ וַיִׁ ה אִׁ רָּ ה שָּׂ הֱלָּ אֹּ ק הָּ חָּ צְּ אֶהָּ יִׁ בִׁ וַיְּ

נָּחֵם  בֶהָּ וַיִׁ ה וַיֶאֱהָּ שָּ אִׁ י לוֹ לְּ הִׁ ה וַתְּ קָּ בְּ אֶת רִׁ
מוֹ ק אַחֲרֵי אִׁ חָּ צְּ :יִׁ  



Chayai Sarah   Gen 25:7:1-5 

 

 

 

 

 

 

There are the days of the years of Abraham which he lived 175 years. 

 

He should have lived longer but he actually lived 175 years. 

Isaac lived to age 180 Abraham should have lived as long or longer.  God loved 

Abraham so much he did not want him to see the sins of his grandchild Esau 

which Esau committed when he was 15 years old rape, murder, denied God, 

denied the immortality of the soul and rejected his birthright. 

So God reduced Abraham’s life by 5 years.  He died when Isaac was 15 at 175 and 

these 5 years were given to David HaMelech. 

 

     Meam Loez 2:462 

And these are the days of the years of 
Abraham's life which he lived, a hundred 
threescore and fifteen years.  

אֵלֶה  ז נֵי, וְּ מֵי שְּ ם-יְּ הָּ רָּ י-אֲשֶר--חַיֵי אַבְּ אַת   :חָּ מְּ
נָּה ים שָּ עִׁ בְּ שִׁ נָּה וְּ ים, שָּ נִׁ מֵש שָּ חָּ . וְּ  



Chayai Sarah   Gen 25:9:3-4 

 

 

 

 

 

 

And Isaac and Ishmael his son’s buried him. 

 

This shows that Isaac and Ishmael reconciled before Abraham died.  (Ishmael is 

mentioned as his son).  Also, Ishmael was reconciled to the idea that Isaac would 

be more prominent, note that Isaac is mentioned first. 

 

     Bava Basra 16b 

     Torah Temimah 1:115 

And Isaac and Ishmael his sons buried him in 
the cave of Machpelah, in the field of Ephron 
the son of Zohar the Hittite, which is before 
Mamre;  

עֵאל  ט מָּ שְּ יִׁ ק וְּ חָּ צְּ תוֹ יִׁ רוּ אֹּ בְּ קְּ נָּיו, וַיִׁ -אֶל, בָּ

רַת עָּ ה, מְּ פֵלָּ ן בֶן-אֶל  :הַמַכְּ רֹּ דֵה עֶפְּ ,  צֹּחַר-שְּׂ
י תִׁ רֵא-עַל, אֲשֶר, הַחִׁ נֵי מַמְּ פְּ  



Toldos (06) 
Genesis 25:19 



Toldos    Genesis 25:19:5-6 

 

      

    

 

 

 

Where in Chumosh do we find the name of Avraham doubled? 

 

  Sacrifice of Yitzchak  Gen 22:11 

  These are the generations of Isaac.  Gen 25:19 

 

     The Vilna Goan 

     Shulman 

And these are the generations of Isaac, 
Abraham's son: Abraham begot Isaac. 

ק  יט חָּ צְּ דֹּת יִׁ אֵלֶה תוֹלְּ ם-בֶן, וְּ הָּ רָּ ם  :אַבְּ הָּ רָּ יד  , אַבְּ הוֹלִׁ

ק-אֶת חָּ צְּ . יִׁ  



Toldos    Genesis 25:19:1-3 

 

      

    

 

 

 

And these are the offspring of Isaac. 

 

The ‘vov’ “and” shows us the link that is present between Isaac’s children and 

though him, their grandfather, Abraham. 

 

When introducing Noah the ‘vov’ is missing in ‘’Eleh’ not ‘V’eleh’, to teach us 

there was no connection to the past.  Noah’s children start a new lineage, a new 

beginning to the human race.  Their progeny are called the  “Bnei Noach’ not 

‘Bnei Adom’. 

 

     Munk 96 

And these are the generations of Isaac, 
Abraham's son: Abraham begot Isaac. 

ק  יט חָּ צְּ דֹּת יִׁ אֵלֶה תוֹלְּ ם-בֶן, וְּ הָּ רָּ ם  :אַבְּ הָּ רָּ יד  , אַבְּ הוֹלִׁ

ק-אֶת חָּ צְּ . יִׁ  



Toldos    Genesis 25:19:1-3 

 

      

    

 

 

 

And these are the offspring of Isaac. 

 

The ‘vov’ indicates a connection. 

 

Isaac’s children are linked to their father and grandfather.  

 

Contrast with Genesis 6:9 Noach. 

And these are the generations of Isaac, 
Abraham's son: Abraham begot Isaac. 

ק  יט חָּ צְּ דֹּת יִׁ אֵלֶה תוֹלְּ ם-בֶן, וְּ הָּ רָּ ם  :אַבְּ הָּ רָּ יד  , אַבְּ הוֹלִׁ

ק-אֶת חָּ צְּ . יִׁ  



Toldos    Genesis 25:19:1-3 

 

      

    

 

 

 

“And these are the generations of Isaac, Abraham’s son: Abraham begat Isaac”. 

 

This is Isaac’s life story why does it begin by telling us what Abraham did? 

 

Because in everything that Isaac did it was apparent that he was Abrahams’ son. 

 

Isaac considered it a great merit and honor to be his father’s son and lived his life in 

a way so as to be a credit to his parents. 

And these are the generations of Isaac, 
Abraham's son: Abraham begot Isaac. 

ק  יט חָּ צְּ דֹּת יִׁ אֵלֶה תוֹלְּ ם-בֶן, וְּ הָּ רָּ ם  :אַבְּ הָּ רָּ יד  , אַבְּ הוֹלִׁ

ק-אֶת חָּ צְּ . יִׁ  



Toldos    Genesis 25:19:3-9 

 

      

    

 

 

 

Isaac the son of Abraham 

Abraham fathered Isaac. 

 

These two phrases seem redundant. 

 

The fact that Abraham was the father of Isaac is stressed because gossipers said that 

Sarah was pregnant by Abimelich (see Lech Lekha) and this is refuted here.  

The two looked exactly alike and anyone who saw Isaac knew that Abraham 

was his father. 

     Bava Metzia 87a and Torah Temimah I:116 

     Meam Loez 2:447 

 

Each was proud of their relationship. 

     Torah Gems 1:196 

And these are the generations of Isaac, 
Abraham's son: Abraham begot Isaac. 

ק  יט חָּ צְּ דֹּת יִׁ אֵלֶה תוֹלְּ ם-בֶן, וְּ הָּ רָּ ם  :אַבְּ הָּ רָּ יד  , אַבְּ הוֹלִׁ

ק-אֶת חָּ צְּ . יִׁ  



Toldos    Genesis 25:20:9-10, 14-15 

 

      

    

 

 

 

The daughter of Bethuel, sister of Laban. 

 

The Torah does not repeat this information just to tell us who Rebecca was.  It does 

so to explain and to defend her.  Her father was a swindler and her brother an 

evil man.   

In the next verse we learn that though both Isaac and Rebecca prayed for a child it 

was Isaac’s prayer that God answered, because he was a righteous person and 

the son of a righteous person. 

 -  Arami  -  From Aram 

 -  Rami  = a swindler  Or HaChayim  1:202 

It also gives Rebecca credit for raising a son of such great character as Jacob in as 

much as she came from such a bad background. 

     Or HaChayim 

     BT Manachos 53a3 

      

And Isaac was forty years old when he took 
Rebekah, the daughter of Bethuel the 
Aramean, of Paddan-aram, the sister of Laban 
the Aramean, to be his wife.  

ק  כ חָּ צְּ י יִׁ הִׁ נָּה-בֶן, וַיְּ ים שָּ עִׁ בָּ תוֹ אֶת, אַרְּ קַחְּ -בְּ

ה בַת קָּ בְּ י-רִׁ אֲרַמִׁ תוּאֵל הָּ ם, בְּ פַדַן אֲרָּ אֲחוֹת  --מִׁ

י אֲרַמִׁ ן הָּ בָּ ה, לָּ שָּ אִׁ .לוֹ לְּ  



Toldos    Genesis 25:21:1-5 

 

      

    

 

 

 

And Isaac prayed to God for his wife.   

 

The prayer of a righteous person who is also a descendant of righteous persons and 

who prays for the benefit of another person, not himself, is very powerful. 

 

Why were our forefathers unable to beget children? 

 

Talmud in Yevamoth 64a says because God wants the prayers of the righteous. 

 

     Torah Temimah 1:116  

 

And Isaac entreated the LORD for his wife, 
because she was barren; and the LORD let 
Himself be entreated of him, and Rebekah his 
wife conceived.  

תוֹ  כא שְּ כַח אִׁ נֹּ ק לַיהוָּה לְּ חָּ צְּ תַר יִׁ ה , וַיֶעְּ רָּ י עֲקָּ כִׁ

וא הוָּה; הִׁ תֶר לוֹ יְּ תוֹ, וַיֵעָּ שְּ ה אִׁ קָּ בְּ . וַתַהַר רִׁ  



Toldos    Genesis 25:21:9-10 

 

      

    

 

 

 

And God granted his plea. 

 

The Torah states that God granted Isaac’s plea not Rebecca’s because the plea of a 

saint who is the child of a saint will be answered before a saint who is the child 

of a wicked man (Bethuel). 

 

     Meam Loez 2:453 

And Isaac entreated the LORD for his wife, 
because she was barren; and the LORD let 
Himself be entreated of him, and Rebekah his 
wife conceived.  

תוֹ  כא שְּ כַח אִׁ נֹּ ק לַיהוָּה לְּ חָּ צְּ תַר יִׁ ה , וַיֶעְּ רָּ י עֲקָּ כִׁ

וא הוָּה; הִׁ תֶר לוֹ יְּ תוֹ, וַיֵעָּ שְּ ה אִׁ קָּ בְּ . וַתַהַר רִׁ  



Toldos    Genesis 25:21:12-14 

 

      

    

 

 

 

And Rebecca his wife became pregnant. 

 

The word, his wife, occurs twice in this sentence and seems redundant.  This 

teaches us that unlike Sarah, Rebecca did not have to change her name in order 

to have children.  She was the same Rebecca who married Isaac. 

 

Perhaps mentioning “his wife” twice hints at the fact that she is to have twins. 

 

     Meam Loez 2:453 

And Isaac entreated the LORD for his wife, 
because she was barren; and the LORD let 
Himself be entreated of him, and Rebekah his 
wife conceived.  

תוֹ  כא שְּ כַח אִׁ נֹּ ק לַיהוָּה לְּ חָּ צְּ תַר יִׁ ה , וַיֶעְּ רָּ י עֲקָּ כִׁ

וא הוָּה; הִׁ תֶר לוֹ יְּ תוֹ, וַיֵעָּ שְּ ה אִׁ קָּ בְּ . וַתַהַר רִׁ  



Toldos    Genesis 25:22:1 

 

      

    

 

 

 

And they quarreled. 

 

Why is this happening to me?  What did I need this for? 

 

The root word is ‘ratzotz’  “to crush”. 

Rebecca felt as though her womb would be crushed, and she would have a 

miscarriage. And so she asked God  “Why did I pray so hard to become 

pregnant if it is only to end in a miscarriage?” 

And God reassured her,  “you will complete your pregnancy and you will have 

twins who will be founders of two nations”. 

 

     Or HaChayim 1:204 

And the children struggled together within her; 
and she said: 'If it be so, wherefore do I live?' 
And she went to inquire of the LORD.  

ים  כב נִׁ צוּ הַבָּ צְּ רֹּ תְּ הּ, וַיִׁ בָּ רְּ קִׁ ם, בְּ -וַתֹּאמֶר אִׁ

י, כֵן כִׁ נֹּ ה זֶה אָּ מָּ רֹּש אֶת, וַתֵלֶךְ; לָּ דְּ הוָּה-לִׁ . יְּ  



Toldos    Genesis 25:22:1-3 

 

      

    

 

 

 

And the children struggled within her. 

  

-  The dislike between the children began even before they were born. 

-  When Rebecca would pass the doors of the Torah academies of Shem and Ever 

Jacob would struggle to come out. 

-  When Rebecca would pass the doors of the evil places Esau would struggle to 

come out. 

-  The word ‘Vayisrotzetzu’  is derived from the root ‘Rotz’ “to run”.  The twins 

“ran” to get out of the womb to go to either the Yeshiva or to evil places. 

-  Everything depends on the mother.  If she exposes her children to worthy 

activities the children with that inclination will be positively influenced. 

And the children struggled together within her; 
and she said: 'If it be so, wherefore do I live?' 
And she went to inquire of the LORD.  

ים  כב נִׁ צוּ הַבָּ צְּ רֹּ תְּ הּ, וַיִׁ בָּ רְּ קִׁ ם, בְּ -וַתֹּאמֶר אִׁ

י, כֵן כִׁ נֹּ ה זֶה אָּ מָּ רֹּש אֶת, וַתֵלֶךְ; לָּ דְּ הוָּה-לִׁ . יְּ  
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Why this? 

 

The children clashed inside of her making her pregnancy very difficult. 

 

She was originally destined to have 12 children.  All the twelve tribes suggested by 

the numerical value of  ‘zeh’ Zayin-7 and heh-5.  But after she experienced the 

great burden of this pregnancy she regretted the suffering and God relieved her 

of that destiny. 

 

      Meam Loez 2:454 

 

 

And the children struggled together within her; 
and she said: 'If it be so, wherefore do I live?' 
And she went to inquire of the LORD.  

ים  כב נִׁ צוּ הַבָּ צְּ רֹּ תְּ הּ, וַיִׁ בָּ רְּ קִׁ ם, בְּ -וַתֹּאמֶר אִׁ

י, כֵן כִׁ נֹּ ה זֶה אָּ מָּ רֹּש אֶת, וַתֵלֶךְ; לָּ דְּ הוָּה-לִׁ . יְּ  
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And she (Rebecca) went to inquire of God,. 

 

How does one require of God? 

 

By going to a Tzadik  -  R’Bachya says Rebecca went to the Yeshiva of Shem and 

Ever to hear God’s words through the months of His righteous servants. 

 

     Munk 191 

And the children struggled together within her; 
and she said: 'If it be so, wherefore do I live?' 
And she went to inquire of the LORD.  

ים  כב נִׁ צוּ הַבָּ צְּ רֹּ תְּ הּ, וַיִׁ בָּ רְּ קִׁ ם, בְּ -וַתֹּאמֶר אִׁ

י, כֵן כִׁ נֹּ ה זֶה אָּ מָּ רֹּש אֶת, וַתֵלֶךְ; לָּ דְּ הוָּה-לִׁ . יְּ  
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Why am I suffering so. 

 

And her days for delivery were completed  25:24 

Rivkah had a difficult pregnancy.  Could she have requested an induced or cesarean section? 

Women are not required :to be fruitful and multiply” because God does not require us to do 

things that are dangerous for our bodies and being pregnant is dangerous.  To compensate 

for this God gave women a maternal instinct so she wants to have children. 

So can we obligate a man to put his wife into danger?  Since she can wait and have a full term 

labor she should wait and not induce her delivery which would bring danger earlier even 

though she will eventually be in danger soon.  One should not speed it up but wait till she 

feels contractions and then do a caesarean section if appropriate. 

Don’t speed up deliver with a drug or surgery (cesarean section) wait till the mother starts the 

process. 

Reb Moshe Feinstein says,  “A regular birth is not a special danger and therefore her husband is 

permitted to put her in that condition.  That is the way of the world.  Man is obligated and 

woman has maternal instincts and God would not have made the world a danger to his 

creations”. 

And the children struggled together within her; 
and she said: 'If it be so, wherefore do I live?' 
And she went to inquire of the LORD.  

ים  כב נִׁ צוּ הַבָּ צְּ רֹּ תְּ הּ, וַיִׁ בָּ רְּ קִׁ ם, בְּ -וַתֹּאמֶר אִׁ

י, כֵן כִׁ נֹּ ה זֶה אָּ מָּ רֹּש אֶת, וַתֵלֶךְ; לָּ דְּ הוָּה-לִׁ . יְּ  
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A birth that is not natural, but is induced, is dangerous but natural birth is not 

considered dangerous. 

 

But we know natural birth is dangerous since assisting  it supercedes Shabbos. 

 

The more developed the child is, the better it is – physically and intellectually. 

Therefore, don’t speed up labor and delivery.  Consider also the amount of 

Torah that the Malach would teach the baby in the womb if given that 

additional time. 

 

If the mother is in the 10th month (by 2 weeks) she can be induced because this is 

considered dangerous.  Chazon Ish 

 

Of course we can induce labor if the mother or fetus is in danger.  We may even put 

the mother at some risk for the sake of the child for example, if the child 

demonstrates fetal distress. 

And the children struggled together within her; 
and she said: 'If it be so, wherefore do I live?' 
And she went to inquire of the LORD.  

ים  כב נִׁ צוּ הַבָּ צְּ רֹּ תְּ הּ, וַיִׁ בָּ רְּ קִׁ ם, בְּ -וַתֹּאמֶר אִׁ
י, כֵן כִׁ נֹּ ה זֶה אָּ מָּ רֹּש אֶת, וַתֵלֶךְ; לָּ דְּ הוָּה-לִׁ . יְּ  
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Two nations 

 

The word “goyim” is written with two ‘yuds’ but pronounced as if written with a 

‘vov’ and a ‘yud’. 

 

Perhaps this is to show that even though they were twins and would result in two 

nations they were different one from the other; not two ‘yuds; but a ‘yud’ and a 

‘vov’.  (LK) 

   

      

And the LORD said unto her: Two nations are 
in thy womb, and two peoples shall be 
separated from thy bowels; and the one 
people shall be stronger than the other 
people; and the elder shall serve the younger.  

הּ  כג הוָּה לָּ ֹּאמֶר יְּ נֵךְ, וַי טְּ בִׁ ים בְּ יִׁ נֵי גֹּ , שְּ

ים מִׁ אֻׁ נֵי לְּ רֵדוּ, וּשְּ פָּ ךְ יִׁ מֵעַיִׁ ם  ; מִׁ אֹּ לְּ ם מִׁ אֹּ וּלְּ

ץ יר, יֶאֱמָּ עִׁ ד צָּ רַב יַעֲבֹּ .וְּ  
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twins. 

 

The word ‘tomim’ “twins” is usually written with an ‘aleph’ before the ‘vov’.  Since 

one of them was destined to be wicked a letter is deleted. 

 

     Meam Loez  2:455 

 

Jacob and Esau were born in the year 2108 of the Jewish calendar = 1653 BCE 

 

     Meam Loez 2:458 

And when her days to be delivered were 
fulfilled, behold, there were twins in her 
womb.  

אוּ יָּמֶיהָּ   כד לְּ מְּ לֶדֶת, וַיִׁ ם; לָּ נֵה תוֹמִׁ הִׁ נָּהּ, וְּ טְּ בִׁ .בְּ  
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And they named him Esov Gen 25:26:7-8 

 

and He named him Jacob  Gen 25:26:8-10. 

 

Note that they, Isaac and his wife or Isaac and God named that child, Esov, but He, 

God, the Torah states, named Jacob Himself. 

      

     Meam Loez 2:459 

And the first came forth ruddy, all over like a 
hairy mantle; and they called his name Esau.  

י  כה מוֹנִׁ אשוֹן אַדְּ רִׁ ר, וַיֵצֵא הָּ אַדֶרֶת שֵׂעָּ ; כֻׁלוֹ כְּ

מוֹ אוּ שְּ רְּ קְּ ו, וַיִׁ .עֵשָּׂ  



Toldos    Genesis 25:25:7 

     Genesis 25:26:9 

      

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

And they called his name Esov 

And He called him Yaacov 

 

The word “Koreh” “called or designated” is used to show each child was put in his 

proper place. 

 

They, the masses, hailed Esau as a leader and example. 

 

He, God, called Jacob recognizing and appreciating his qualities. 

 

     Torah Gems 1:201 

And the first came forth ruddy, all over like a 
hairy mantle; and they called his name Esau.  

י  כה מוֹנִׁ אשוֹן אַדְּ רִׁ ר, וַיֵצֵא הָּ אַדֶרֶת שֵׂעָּ ; כֻׁלוֹ כְּ

מוֹ אוּ שְּ רְּ קְּ ו, וַיִׁ .עֵשָּׂ  

And after that came forth his brother, and his 
hand had hold on Esau's heel; and his name 
was called Jacob. And Isaac was threescore 
years old when she bore them.  

אַחֲרֵי  כו יו-וְּ חִׁ א אָּ חֶזֶת בַעֲקֵב , כֵן יָּצָּ יָּדוֹ אֹּ וְּ

ו מוֹ, עֵשָּׂ א שְּ רָּ קְּ ב, וַיִׁ ק בֶן; יַעֲקֹּ חָּ צְּ יִׁ ים  -וְּ שִׁ שִׁ

נָּה ם, שָּ תָּ לֶדֶת אֹּ .בְּ  



Toldos    Genesis 25:26:5-8 

 

      

    

 

 

 

 

Grasping Esau’s heel. 

 

The name “Yaakov’, comes from the word ‘Eikev’ “heel”.  Jacob had a good reason 

to grasp Esau’s heel.  He was the true first born.  Since he was the second one 

out he might well have been the first one conceived and therefore was actually 

the first child and should receive the first inheritance. 

 

     Meam Loez 2:459 

And after that came forth his brother, and his 
hand had hold on Esau's heel; and his name 
was called Jacob. And Isaac was threescore 
years old when she bore them.  

אַחֲרֵי  כו יו-וְּ חִׁ א אָּ חֶזֶת בַעֲקֵב , כֵן יָּצָּ יָּדוֹ אֹּ וְּ

ו מוֹ, עֵשָּׂ א שְּ רָּ קְּ ב, וַיִׁ ק בֶן; יַעֲקֹּ חָּ צְּ יִׁ ים  -וְּ שִׁ שִׁ

נָּה ם, שָּ תָּ לֶדֶת אֹּ .בְּ  
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Note Esau is described using the word, ‘Eish’ “man”,  twice and in regards to Jacob 

 ‘Eish’ is used only once.  This suggests that he Torah is pointing out that Esau 

was a two faced man, cunning and deceitful whereas Jacob was a plain person, 

 ‘Eish Tam’. 

 

Jacob was a perfect person a complete man. 

 

This suggests to us that our father Jacob may have been born circumcised. 

 

     Torah Gems 1:203 

     Avoth d’R Nathan 2 

     Torah Temimah 1:118 

And the boys grew; and Esau was a man, a 
cunning hunter, a man of the field; and Jacob 
was a quiet man, dwelling in tents.  

לוּ  כז דְּ גְּ ים, וַיִׁ רִׁ עָּ ד, הַנְּ דֵעַ צַיִׁ יש יֹּ ו אִׁ י עֵשָּׂ הִׁ , וַיְּ

דֶה יש שָּׂ ם; אִׁ יש תָּ ב אִׁ יַעֲקֹּ ים, וְּ לִׁ הָּ שֵב אֹּ .יֹּ  
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Isaac loved Esau  

 

dependent on external factors. 

 

When one loves based on external factors once the external factor disappears the 

love disappears also. 

 

Note:  The word love is in the past tense “loved”. 

 

Rebecca’s love of  Yaacov is in the present continuous tense signifying that her love 

is an ongoing eternal love. 

 

     Torah Gems 1:204 

Now Isaac loved Esau, because he did eat of 
his venison; and Rebekah loved Jacob.  

ק אֶת  כח חָּ צְּ ו-וַיֶאֱהַב יִׁ י, עֵשָּׂ יו-כִׁ פִׁ ד בְּ ;  צַיִׁ

ה קָּ בְּ רִׁ הֶבֶת אֶת, וְּ ב-אֹּ .יַעֲקֹּ  
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From the red, this red material. 

 

Why is the word red repeated?  It refers to red for the red lentils and red for the red 

wine. 

Lentils are a customary food for mourners.  They are round like eggs suggesting the 

cycles of life and death.  Also they have no mouth as mourners are to have no 

mouth but to silently accept one’s grief.      Meam Loez  2:466 

Eating lentils by mourners comes to teach us that we, at some point in the future will 

have no mouth to speak or pray or teach or accomplish good deeds and spurs us on 

to do those things now. 

Don’t put off what can be done today. 

Don’t look for excuses. 

The answer to when?  Is now!! 

The word red is repeated once for wine and once for the lentil stew. 

Further support for one reference to red referring to drink.  We see that a beverage was 

included since the Torah says, “He ate and drank”. 

And Esau said to Jacob: 'Let me swallow, I pray 
thee, some of this red, red pottage; for I am 
faint.' Therefore was his name called Edom.  

ו אֶל  ל ֹּאמֶר עֵשָּׂ ב-וַי ן, יַעֲקֹּ י נָּא מִׁ יטֵנִׁ עִׁ -הַלְּ

דֹּם הַזֶה אָּ דֹּם הָּ אָּ יֵף--הָּ י עָּ י, כִׁ כִׁ נֹּ כֵן  -עַל; אָּ

א רָּ מוֹ-קָּ .אֱדוֹם, שְּ  



Toldos    Genesis 25:31:3-4 
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Sell as of today. 

 

Sell to me in so final and complete a form that it is as clear as day. 

 

Sell to me for the value it has as of today. 

 

     Meam Loez 2:467 

And Jacob said: 'Sell me today thy birthright.'  ֹּאמֶר  לא ב, וַי ה כַיוֹם אֶת  :יַעֲקֹּ רָּ כְּ ךָ-מִׁ תְּ רָּ כֹּ י, בְּ .לִׁ  

And Jacob said: 'Swear to me today'; and he 
swore unto him; and he sold his birthright unto 
Jacob.  

ב  לג ֹּאמֶר יַעֲקֹּ י כַיוֹם, וַי ה לִׁ עָּ בְּ שָּ ,  הִׁ

בַע שָּ ר אֶת; לוֹ, וַיִׁ כֹּ מְּ תוֹ-וַיִׁ רָּ כֹּ ב, בְּ יַעֲקֹּ לְּ  



Toldos    Genesis 25:30:9-10 

     Genesis 25:32:3-6 

      

    

 

 

 

 

Esau saw Jacob cooking lentil soup customarily eaten during a period of  mourning 

and learned thereby that their grandfather Abraham died.  If Abraham could die 

Esau reasoned there can be no judge or law or God, therefore, “I will eat drink 

and be merry for tomorrow I die. 

I have no need for morals or posterity or the birth-right. 

This life has no meaning if a person like Abraham can die.  Therefore, I can indulge 

(in an Epicurean approach) and not concern myself”. 

This analysis helps us to understand better Esau’s actions.  They are not so much a 

callous disregard for the birthright but pain and disappointment at Abraham’s 

death 

Note:25:32  proves the above he says.  “behold I am going to die, of what use is a  

birthright to me”. 

     Meam Loez 2:466    

     Moshe  Soloveitchik 

 

And Esau said to Jacob: 'Let me swallow, I pray thee, 
some of this red, red pottage; for I am faint.' 
Therefore was his name called Edom.  

ו אֶל  ל ֹּאמֶר עֵשָּׂ ב-וַי ן, יַעֲקֹּ י נָּא מִׁ יטֵנִׁ עִׁ דֹּם  -הַלְּ אָּ הָּ

דֹּם הַזֶה אָּ יֵף--הָּ י עָּ י, כִׁ כִׁ נֹּ א-עַל; אָּ רָּ מוֹ-כֵן קָּ ,  שְּ
.אֱדוֹם  

And Esau said: 'Behold, I am at the point to die; and 
what profit shall the birthright do to me?'  

ו  לב ֹּאמֶר עֵשָּׂ מוּת, וַי י הוֹלֵךְ לָּ כִׁ נֹּ נֵה אָּ ה; הִׁ מָּ לָּ זֶה  -וְּ

י ה, לִׁ רָּ כֹּ .בְּ  



Toldos    Genesis 25:30:9-10 

 

      

    

 

(continued) 

 

But was Abraham’s death injustice? 

He lived 175 years. 

The Torah calls this a good old age Gen 25:8.  For Esau to conclude that Abraham’s 

death at 175 indicates that there is no justice and no law and therefore no God, 

is merely the actions of a person who was looking for an excuse to free himself 

of the restrictions and responsibilities a believing Jew assumes. 

 

This tactic is used throughout the ages by people who want to be free of obligation.  

Whether to Torah or to other obligations.  Any rationalization will suffice.  Any 

sophomoric question, seeming inconsistency, or perceived hypocrisy is used to 

discredit what they wish to discredit beforehand.  Only education can solve 

such a problem. 

 

     Twersky p58 

And Esau said to Jacob: 'Let me swallow, I pray 
thee, some of this red, red pottage; for I am 
faint.' Therefore was his name called Edom.  

ו אֶל  ל ֹּאמֶר עֵשָּׂ ב-וַי ן, יַעֲקֹּ י נָּא מִׁ יטֵנִׁ עִׁ -הַלְּ

דֹּם הַזֶה אָּ דֹּם הָּ אָּ יֵף--הָּ י עָּ י, כִׁ כִׁ נֹּ כֵן  -עַל; אָּ

א רָּ מוֹ-קָּ .אֱדוֹם, שְּ  



Toldos    Genesis 25:32:4-6 

 

      

    

 

 

 

 

I am about to die. 

 

This statement is interpreted as a sin of Esau. 

 

He denies the resurrection. 

 

     Bava Basra 16b 

     Torah Temimah 1:119 

And Esau said: 'Behold, I am at the point to 
die; and what profit shall the birthright do to 
me?'  

ו  לב ֹּאמֶר עֵשָּׂ מוּת, וַי י הוֹלֵךְ לָּ כִׁ נֹּ נֵה אָּ ;  הִׁ

ה מָּ לָּ י-וְּ ה, זֶה לִׁ רָּ כֹּ .בְּ  



Toldos    Genesis 25:34:7-10 

 

      

    

 

 

 

And he ate, drank, got up and left thus did Esau spurn his birthright. 

 

By merely eating, drinking, getting up and leaving without objecting to having been 

perhaps taken advantage of by his brother he let the deal stand and that is how 

he showed that he spurned his birthright. 

 

Why repeat that he spurned his birthright, we already know that?  

 

We might understand his actions when he was terribly hungry and tired but after 

eating he could have objected to what he had agreed to under duress.  The fact 

that he did not justifies the repetition of the fact that he had spurned his 

birthright.  He spurned it when he was hungry and even when satiated. 

 

     Torah Gems 1:206 

And Jacob gave Esau bread and pottage of 
lentils; and he did eat and drink, and rose up, 
and went his way. So Esau despised his 
birthright. {P}  

ו  לד עֵשָּׂ ב נָּתַן לְּ יַעֲקֹּ ים, וְּ שִׁ יד עֲדָּ זִׁ , לֶחֶם וּנְּ

תְּ  ֹּאכַל וַיֵשְּ ם וַיֵלַךְ, וַי ו; וַיָּקָּ בֶז עֵשָּׂ -אֶת, וַיִׁ

ה רָּ כֹּ {פ}  .הַבְּ  



Toldos    Genesis 25:34:3-12 

 

      

    

 

 

 

 

His name is repeated to indicate he had fully recovered to his old usual self and in 

that frame of mind he despised his birthright.  This dispels the thought that he 

was weakened by hunger, thirst and fatigue into doing so. 

 

     Or HaChayim 1:209  

And Jacob gave Esau bread and pottage of 
lentils; and he did eat and drink, and rose up, 
and went his way. So Esau despised his 
birthright. {P}  

ו  לד עֵשָּׂ ב נָּתַן לְּ יַעֲקֹּ ים, וְּ שִׁ יד עֲדָּ זִׁ , לֶחֶם וּנְּ

תְּ  ֹּאכַל וַיֵשְּ ם וַיֵלַךְ, וַי ו; וַיָּקָּ בֶז עֵשָּׂ -אֶת, וַיִׁ

ה רָּ כֹּ {פ}  .הַבְּ  



Toldos    Genesis 26:1:14 

 

      

    

 

 

 

Abimelech 

 

was a generic name for all Philistine Kings.  Therefore it is not clear whether it was 

the same Abimelech who met with Abraham.  According to Rambam it was his 

father. 

 

     Kestenbaum 55 

And there was a famine in the land, beside the 
first famine that was in the days of Abraham. 
And Isaac went unto Abimelech king of the 
Philistines unto Gerar.  

ב  א עָּ י רָּ הִׁ רֶץ, וַיְּ אָּ אשוֹן, בָּ רִׁ ב הָּ עָּ רָּ בַד הָּ לְּ ,  מִׁ

ם הָּ רָּ ימֵי אַבְּ יָּה בִׁ ק אֶל; אֲשֶר הָּ חָּ צְּ -וַיֵלֶךְ יִׁ

ימֶלֶךְ מֶלֶךְ ים-אֲבִׁ תִׁ שְּ לִׁ ה, פְּ רָּ רָּ .גְּ  



Toldos    Genesis 26:5:1 

 

      

    

 

 

Eikev – Listened to, harkened. 

 

Abraham was three years old when he recognized God as his creator. 

 

The Gematria of’Eikev’ is 172.   Abraham lived another 172 years and died at age 

175. 

 

Eikev ayin-70, kuf-100,  bais – 2  =  172 

 

     Nedarim 32a 

     Torah Temimah 119 

because that Abraham hearkened to My voice, 
and kept My charge, My commandments, My 
statutes, and My laws.'  

י-אֲשֶר, עֵקֶב  ה לִׁ קֹּ ם בְּ הָּ רָּ מַע אַבְּ ר; שָּ מֹּ שְּ , וַיִׁ

י תִׁ מַרְּ שְּ וֹתַי, מִׁ צְּ י, מִׁ תָּ תוֹרֹּ קוֹתַי וְּ .חֻׁ  



Toldos    Genesis 26:5:10 

 

      

    

 

 

 

And my Torah’s. 

 

Torah’s is in the plural. 

 

This alludes to the fact that Abraham kept the oral Torah as well as the written law. 

 

     Meam Loez 2:474 

 

 

because that Abraham hearkened to My voice, 
and kept My charge, My commandments, My 
statutes, and My laws.'  

י-אֲשֶר, עֵקֶב  ה לִׁ קֹּ ם בְּ הָּ רָּ מַע אַבְּ ר; שָּ מֹּ שְּ , וַיִׁ

י תִׁ מַרְּ שְּ וֹתַי, מִׁ צְּ י, מִׁ תָּ תוֹרֹּ קוֹתַי וְּ .חֻׁ  



Toldos    Genesis 26:16:5-10 

 

      

    

 

 

 

 

Go from us for you are much mightier that we. 

 

This is a basis for anti-semitism.  They believe the Jews are mightier than they are. 

 

     Torah Gems 1:209 

     Chafetz Chaiyim 

And Abimelech said unto Isaac: 'Go from us; 
for thou art much mightier than we.'  

ימֶלֶךְ  טז ֹּאמֶר אֲבִׁ ק-אֶל, וַי חָּ צְּ נוּ, לֵךְ  :יִׁ מָּ ,  מֵעִׁ

י מֶנוּ-כִׁ תָּ מִׁ צַמְּ ד, עָּ אֹּ .מְּ  



Toldos    Genesis 26:18:1-6 

 

      

    

 

 

 

 

 

Isaac re-dug the wells which were dug in the days of his father Abraham 

 

and gave them the same names as his father had given them. 

 

This teaches that a person must keep the customs of his parents and not change 

them even in such a trivial matter as the names of wells. 

 

     Meam Loez 2:477 

 

Also see BT Beitzah 4b3 line 30 

i.e., Kiddush in Shul be careful with the custom of your ancestors. 

And Isaac digged again the wells of water, 
which they had digged in the days of Abraham 
his father; for the Philistines had stopped them 
after the death of Abraham; and he called 
their names after the names by which his 
father had called them.  

ר אֶת  יח פֹּ ק וַיַחְּ חָּ צְּ ב יִׁ אֵרֹּת הַמַיִׁם-וַיָּשָּ ,  בְּ

יו בִׁ ם אָּ הָּ רָּ ימֵי אַבְּ רוּ בִׁ פְּ מוּם  , אֲשֶר חָּ סַתְּ וַיְּ

ים תִׁ שְּ לִׁ ם, פְּ הָּ רָּ הֶן; אַחֲרֵי מוֹת אַבְּ א לָּ רָּ קְּ ,  וַיִׁ

יו-אֲשֶר, כַשֵמֹּת, שֵמוֹת בִׁ הֶן אָּ א לָּ רָּ . קָּ  



Toldos    Genesis 26:18:19,20 

 

      

    

 

 

 

 

 

 he (Isaac) called them like the names his father (Abraham) called them. 

   

 

Abraham named them but the name lasted only a short time.  Therefore a short 

‘kashemos’ spelled without a ‘vov’.  26:18:20. 

 

Isaac named them and they stayed so named for a long time.  Therefore a full spelling 

of ‘shemos’ with a ‘vov’.  26:18:19.. 

 

     Kestenbaum 57 

And Isaac digged again the wells of water, 
which they had digged in the days of Abraham 
his father; for the Philistines had stopped them 
after the death of Abraham; and he called 
their names after the names by which his 
father had called them.  

ר אֶת  יח פֹּ ק וַיַחְּ חָּ צְּ ב יִׁ אֵרֹּת הַמַיִׁם-וַיָּשָּ ,  בְּ

יו בִׁ ם אָּ הָּ רָּ ימֵי אַבְּ רוּ בִׁ פְּ מוּם  , אֲשֶר חָּ סַתְּ וַיְּ

ים תִׁ שְּ לִׁ ם, פְּ הָּ רָּ הֶן; אַחֲרֵי מוֹת אַבְּ א לָּ רָּ קְּ ,  וַיִׁ

יו-אֲשֶר, כַשֵמֹּת, שֵמוֹת בִׁ הֶן אָּ א לָּ רָּ . קָּ  



Toldos    Genesis 26:29:17-18 

 

      

    

 

 

 

 

Abimelech says, 

 

“Blessed be you by God”. 

 

The first time a person blesses another in the name of God.  Used by Yithro later. 

that thou wilt do us no hurt, as we have not 
touched thee, and as we have done unto thee 
nothing but good, and have sent thee away in 
peace; thou art now the blessed of the LORD.'  

ם  כט ה-אִׁ עָּ נוּ רָּ מָּ ֹּא  , תַעֲשֵׂה עִׁ כַאֲשֶר ל

גַעֲנוּךָ ךָ רַק, נְּ מְּ ינוּ עִׁ שִׁׂ כַאֲשֶר עָּ ,  טוֹב-וְּ

לוֹם שָּ שַלֵחֲךָ בְּ ה; וַנְּ ה עַתָּ הוָּה, אַתָּ רוּךְ יְּ .בְּ  



Toldos    Genesis 26:34:1-5 

 

      

    

 

 

 

 

Esau’s Canaanite wives 

When Esau was 40 years old he took two Hittite wives. 

 

He showed that he did not care to have his children part of the nation of Abraham.  

His break with the tradition of his father and grandfather was now complete. 

 

     Kestenbaum 59 

And when Esau was forty years old, he took to 
wife Judith the daughter of Beeri the Hittite, 
and Basemath the daughter of Elon the Hittite.  

ו  לד י עֵשָּׂ הִׁ נָּה-בֶן, וַיְּ ים שָּ עִׁ בָּ קַח , אַרְּ וַיִׁ

ה אֶת שָּ ית-אִׁ הוּדִׁ י-בַת, יְּ תִׁ י הַחִׁ אֵרִׁ אֶת--בְּ -וְּ

מַת שְּׂ י-בַת, בָּ תִׁ .אֵילֹן הַחִׁ  



Toldos    Genesis 27:1:5-7 

 

      

    

 

 

 

And his eyesight faded. 

 

Two causes: 

 

“Bribery blinds the eyes of the wise”.  Deut 16:19 

 

Isaac was swayed by Esau’s gift to favor him therefore it was fitting that his 

eyesight faded.   

     Baal Haturim 

 

The incense smoke from Esau’s idol worshipping wives injured his eyes. 

 

     Meam Loez 2:486 

And it came to pass, that when Isaac was old, 
and his eyes were dim, so that he could not see, 
he called Esau his elder son, and said unto him: 
'My son'; and he said unto him: 'Here am I.'  

י  א י כִׁ הִׁ ק-וַיְּ חָּ צְּ קֵן יִׁ ָּ עֵינָּיו  , זָּ הֶין כְּ וַתִׁ

ת אֹּ א אֶת; מֵרְּ רָּ קְּ דֹּל-וַיִׁ נוֹ הַגָּ ו בְּ ,  עֵשָּׂ
י נִׁ יו בְּ ֹּאמֶר אֵלָּ יו, וַי ֹּאמֶר אֵלָּ י, וַי נֵנִׁ .הִׁ  



Toldos    Genesis 27:3:1 

 

      

    

 

 

And now  -   

 

go immediately because food may heal my blindness 

 

Take your equipment – a sword sharp enough to serve as a slaughter’s knife, a 

quiver and a bow. 

 

And go to the field - not a public place but a field where all animals are public 

property.  It must not be stolen or it is not kosher.   

 

And trap - not kill, which would make it not kosher. 

 

     Meam Loez 2:491 

Now therefore take, I pray thee, thy weapons, 
thy quiver and thy bow, and go out to the field, 
and take me venison;  

א  ג ה שָּׂ עַתָּ תֶךָ, נָּא כֵלֶיךָ-וְּ קַשְּ ךָ וְּ יְּ צֵא; תֶלְּ , וְּ

דֶה י, הַשָּ ה לִׁ צוּדָּ ד)צידה , וְּ יִׁ (.צָּ  



Toldos    Genesis 27:3:9-11 

 

      

 

 

 

Spelled in the Torah ‘tzidah’,  “game”  pronounced ‘tziyad’, (a keri-ukesive). 

 

Note the missing ‘heh’ whose gematria is five. 

 

There are five actions which cause ‘Shechitah’, to be invalid, Chullin 9a, pausing, 

pressing, burrowing, cutting, beyond and tearing. 

 

There are five signs of a Kosher bird and five signs of a Kosher animal.  Chullin 59a 

 

Isaac had taught Esau all of these laws and now reviewed them with him so that he 

would capture only a Kosher animal and slaughter it properly.  This is alluded 

to by the superfluous ‘heh’. 

 

     Baal HaTurim 

     Rashi 

     Kestenbaum 59 

Now therefore take, I pray thee, thy weapons, 
thy quiver and thy bow, and go out to the field, 
and take me venison;  

א  ג ה שָּׂ עַתָּ תֶךָ, נָּא כֵלֶיךָ-וְּ קַשְּ ךָ וְּ יְּ צֵא; תֶלְּ , וְּ

דֶה י, הַשָּ ה לִׁ צוּדָּ ד)צידה , וְּ יִׁ (.צָּ  



Toldos    Genesis 27:4:4-5 

 

      

    

 

 

 

And prepare for me delicacies the way I like it. 

 

 i.e., kosher. 

 

     Meam Loez 2:491 

and make me savoury food, such as I love, and 
bring it to me, that I may eat; that my soul may 
bless thee before I die.'  

י-וַעֲשֵׂה  ד תִׁ הַבְּ ים כַאֲשֶר אָּ עַמִׁ י מַטְּ ,  לִׁ

י ה לִׁ יאָּ בִׁ הָּ ה--וְּ כֵלָּ אֹּ י  :וְּ שִׁ ךָ נַפְּ רֶכְּ בָּ , בַעֲבוּר תְּ

מוּת טֶרֶם אָּ .בְּ  



Toldos    Gen 27:4:9-11 

     Gen 27:7:8-10 

     Gen 27:19:18-19 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Gen 27:4   “In order that my soul will bless you before I die”. 

 27:7     Rebecca tells Isaac that Jacob told Esau.  “So that I may bless you before 

  the loved before my death”.  She invokes the name of God. 

 27:19  Jacob disguised as Esau actually says what Isaac originally said “in order 

  that your soul may bless me”.  

How does Jacob know to say those words in that way since he only heard what his 

mother told him was said: 

Perhaps because he knew his father so well he could imagine the actual words he 

used. 

     Gary Rendsburg p186 

and make me savoury food, such as I love, 
and bring it to me, that I may eat; that my 
soul may bless thee before I die.'  

י-וַעֲשֵׂה  ד תִׁ הַבְּ ים כַאֲשֶר אָּ עַמִׁ י מַטְּ ,  לִׁ

י ה לִׁ יאָּ בִׁ הָּ ה--וְּ כֵלָּ אֹּ ךָ    :וְּ רֶכְּ בָּ בַעֲבוּר תְּ

י שִׁ מוּת, נַפְּ טֶרֶם אָּ .בְּ  

Bring me venison, and make me savoury 
food, that I may eat, and bless thee before 
the LORD before my death.  

ד וַעֲשֵׂה  ז י צַיִׁ ה לִׁ יאָּ בִׁ ים-הָּ עַמִׁ י מַטְּ ה, לִׁ כֵלָּ אֹּ ;  וְּ

הוָּה נֵי יְּ פְּ כָּה לִׁ רֶכְּ י, וַאֲבָּ נֵי מוֹתִׁ פְּ .לִׁ  

And Jacob said unto his father: 'I am Esau thy 
first-born; I have done according as thou 
badest me. Arise, I pray thee, sit and eat of my 
venison, that thy soul may bless me.'  

ב אֶל  יט ֹּאמֶר יַעֲקֹּ יו-וַי בִׁ רֶךָ, אָּ כֹּ ו בְּ י עֵשָּׂ כִׁ נֹּ --אָּ

י יתִׁ שִׁׂ י, עָּ תָּ אֵלָּ בַרְּ ה-קוּם; כַאֲשֶר דִׁ בָּ ,  נָּא שְּ

י צֵידִׁ ה מִׁ לָּ כְּ אָּ שֶךָ, בַעֲבוּר--וְּ י נַפְּ כַנִׁ רְּ בָּ . תְּ  



Toldos    Genesis 27:5:1-4 

 

      

    

 

 

Rebecca thought that since Yitzchak was a prophet he would know of the different 

destinies of their twins. 

 

Later in life she sensed this may not be true. 

 

She was afraid that if she told her husband how bad Esau was, Esau would get no 

blessing at all.  She considered her ruse a method to ensure the proper blessing 

for Jacob, the future leader of Israel and still provide a very generous blessing 

for Esau. 

 

     Ramban 

     Kestenbaum 59 

And Rebekah heard when Isaac spoke to Esau 
his son. And Esau went to the field to hunt for 
venison, and to bring it.  

מַעַת  ה ה שֹּ קָּ בְּ רִׁ ק--וְּ חָּ צְּ דַבֵר יִׁ ו  -אֶל, בְּ עֵשָּׂ

נוֹ דֶה; בְּ ו הַשָּ יא, וַיֵלֶךְ עֵשָּׂ בִׁ הָּ ד לְּ צוּד צַיִׁ . לָּ  



Toldos    Genesis 27:5:11-12 

 

      

    

 

 

Kosher birds have:  Kosher animals have: 

An added toe   split hoof 

Crop    brings up its cud 

Gizzard that can be peeled  Deut 14:6 

Does not claw   Lev 11:3 

Does not part its feet 

     Kosher Grasshoppers have 

     4 walking legs 

Kosher Fish have:  4 wings 

 fin even one   2 jumping legs 

 scales even one  wings that cover the greater part of the body 

 

And Rebekah heard when Isaac spoke to Esau 
his son. And Esau went to the field to hunt for 
venison, and to bring it.  

מַעַת  ה ה שֹּ קָּ בְּ רִׁ ק--וְּ חָּ צְּ דַבֵר יִׁ ו  -אֶל, בְּ עֵשָּׂ

נוֹ דֶה; בְּ ו הַשָּ יא, וַיֵלֶךְ עֵשָּׂ בִׁ הָּ ד לְּ צוּד צַיִׁ . לָּ  



Toldos    Gen 27:11:13 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Hebrew word for smooth is ‘halag’ 

  

 can mean smooth skin – not hairy 

 can mean a smooth talker as in really quick witted. 

 

Can refer to Mount Halag the southernmost mountain in Israel on the border with 

Edom the future home of the descendants of Esau. 

 

     Gary Rendsburg p246 

And Jacob said to Rebecca his mother, 
"Behold, my brother Esau is a hairy man, 
whereas I am a smooth man. 

מוֹ הֵן . יא ה אִׁ קָּ בְּ ב אֶל רִׁ ֹּאמֶר יַעֲקֹּ וַי
ק לָּ יש חָּ י אִׁ כִׁ נֹּ אָּ ר וְּ עִׁ יש שָּׂ י אִׁ חִׁ ו אָּ :עֵשָּׂ  



Toldos    Gen 27:13:1-6 

      

 

 

 

 

“Your curse, my son, let it be upon me”. 

 

Rebekah is the one who hatched the plot to deceive Issac,  How is she punished? 

Her beloved son Jacob flees to live with her brother Laban and lives there for 20 

years.  Rebekah never sees him again. 

We have death notices of the three patriarchs and their primary wives but not that 

of Rebekah.  She is written out of the story not even her death is recorded.  

But, almost to emphasize her absence, the death of her nursemaid Deborah is 

mentioned in Gen 35:8. 

The moral is, don’t utter words that you do not wish to ever have occur and don’t 

deceive your old blind father.  God is listening and God is seeing all and bad 

deeds will be punished. 

 

     Gary Rendsburg p247 

And his mother said to him, "On me is your 
curse, my son. Only hearken to my voice and 
go, take [them] for me." 

י אַךְ  . יג נִׁ ךָ בְּ תְּ לָּ לְּ לַי קִׁ מוֹ עָּ וַתֹּאמֶר לוֹ אִׁ
י לֵךְ קַח לִׁ י וְּ לִׁ קֹּ מַע בְּ :שְּ  



Toldos    Genesis 27:15:1-5 

 

      

    

 

 

 

 

And Rebecca took the clothes of Esau  

 

who was much larger and taller than Jacob and put the garments on Jacob and found 

that they fit perfectly and her younger (smaller) son. 

 

This was a sign to Rebecca that what she was doing was correct because this was a 

miracle and was obviously supported by God. 

 

     Meam Loez 2:496 

And Rebekah took the choicest garments of 
Esau her elder son, which were with her in the 
house, and put them upon Jacob her younger 
son.  

ה אֶת  טו קָּ בְּ קַח רִׁ נָּהּ  -וַתִׁ ו בְּ דֵי עֵשָּׂ גְּ בִׁ

ל דֹּ דֹּת, הַגָּ הּ, הַחֲמֻׁ תָּ יִׁת, אֲשֶר אִׁ ; בַבָּ
בֵש אֶת ב-וַתַלְּ ן, יַעֲקֹּ טָּ נָּהּ הַקָּ .בְּ  



Toldos    Genesis 27:15:1-5 

 
 

 

 

 

Did Rebecca do the right thing? 

Chap 26:3-5  God blesses Isaac for Abraham his father had not blessed him formally and the 

rest of the chapter reports how the blessings manifested themselves 26:12 with food 

25:22 with water from wells for a fruitful land. 

And we also learn how Esau disqualified himself from becoming the recipient of the 

ancestral blessing 26:34-35.   He took two Hittite wives – and they were a bitterness of 

spirit to Isaac and Rebecca. 

There are actually three blessings here given by Yitzchak.  The first is meant for Esau. 

Jacob blesses Esau with materialistic items and dominance over others 27:28-29 and requires 

a good deed 27:7 to bring Isaac venison i.e., to honor his father. 

The second blessing now that Isaac knows that Esau is the recipient again confers only 

material blessings  27:39-40, for Esau, fat places of earth, dew, and that Esau would live 

by the sword. 

The third blessing Yitzchak gave, now knowing this is for Jacob, passes on the blessing of 

Abraham.  Namely, may God make you into a congregation of peoples and you will 

inherit the land.  28:3-4.  Isaac never meant to pass on the blessing of Abraham to an 

unworthy heir, but had throughout reserved it for Jacob. 

And Rebekah took the choicest garments of 
Esau her elder son, which were with her in the 
house, and put them upon Jacob her younger 
son.  

ה אֶת  טו קָּ בְּ קַח רִׁ נָּהּ  -וַתִׁ ו בְּ דֵי עֵשָּׂ גְּ בִׁ

דֹּל דֹּת, הַגָּ הּ, הַחֲמֻׁ תָּ יִׁת, אֲשֶר אִׁ ; בַבָּ
בֵש אֶת ב-וַתַלְּ ן, יַעֲקֹּ טָּ נָּהּ הַקָּ .בְּ  
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(continued 2) 

So did Rebecca do the right thing.  

The Torah does not criticize her behavior.  Or does it?!  The Torah often shows us 

examples of Midah’ Knoged Midah just as Jacob used guile against his father to 

get Esau’s blessing 27:35.  So may guile be used against Jacob? 

Laban beguiles Jacob regarding his daughter 29:25. His own children use guile 

against Shechem and Hamor 34:13 and give Jacob a bad reputation.  Certainly 

the guile used by Jacob against his father is punished and how about the guile of 

Rebecca? 

She hoped to ensure for her beloved son prosperity and happiness as a result of the 

parental blessing.  What actually happened to him?  He had to leave his home, 

live like a refugee, and work for his subsistence. And it seems Rebecca never 

saw him again and he never again saw his mother.  The Torah seems to tell us she 

was morally wrong. 

     B.S. Jacobson 

     Meditations on the Torah 

And Rebekah took the choicest garments of 
Esau her elder son, which were with her in the 
house, and put them upon Jacob her younger 
son.  
 

ה אֶת  טו קָּ בְּ קַח רִׁ נָּהּ  -וַתִׁ ו בְּ דֵי עֵשָּׂ גְּ בִׁ

דֹּל דֹּת, הַגָּ הּ, הַחֲמֻׁ תָּ יִׁת, אֲשֶר אִׁ ; בַבָּ
בֵש אֶת ב-וַתַלְּ ן, יַעֲקֹּ טָּ נָּהּ הַקָּ .בְּ  
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(continued 3) 

And what was she trying to stop and to prevent? 

Realize: 

 Only God can give blessings to His creatures. 

 People can give praise to God. 

 But people can only give to other people their wish that God give them His 

blessings and Isaac’s blessing says only that.  It seems from Isaac’s first blessing 

he really thought it was Esau.  He gave Esau the same type of blessing again 

when he knew it was Esau and through he had been deceived by Jacob gave to 

Jacob the blessing of Abraham.  Even if Isaac’s blessing had been misdirected 

the final arbiter of what blessing anyone would get would come from God.  So 

no mistake could have happened.  So Rebecca was wrong.  She tried to prevent 

something that could not happen and injured all concerned. 

 

And Rebekah took the choicest garments of 
Esau her elder son, which were with her in the 
house, and put them upon Jacob her younger 
son.  

ה אֶת  טו קָּ בְּ קַח רִׁ נָּהּ  -וַתִׁ ו בְּ דֵי עֵשָּׂ גְּ בִׁ

דֹּל דֹּת, הַגָּ הּ, הַחֲמֻׁ תָּ יִׁת, אֲשֶר אִׁ ; בַבָּ
בֵש אֶת ב-וַתַלְּ ן, יַעֲקֹּ טָּ נָּהּ הַקָּ .בְּ  
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Esau’s clean garments 

 

Esau greatly respected his father.  He would wear his best garments when he served 

his father.  For this Jacob feared him when they had their confrontation because 

Jacob did not show such respect for his father.  In fact he tricked him. 

 

     Meam Loez 10:244  

And Rebekah took the choicest garments of 
Esau her elder son, which were with her in the 
house, and put them upon Jacob her younger 
son.  

ה אֶת  טו קָּ בְּ קַח רִׁ נָּהּ  -וַתִׁ ו בְּ דֵי עֵשָּׂ גְּ בִׁ

ל דֹּ דֹּת, הַגָּ הּ, הַחֲמֻׁ תָּ יִׁת, אֲשֶר אִׁ ; בַבָּ
בֵש אֶת ב-וַתַלְּ ן, יַעֲקֹּ טָּ נָּהּ הַקָּ .בְּ  
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And Isaac smelled the fragrance of his garments and blessed him. 

 

Hebrew word for garment ‘beged’ without vowels could be read as ‘boged’. 

“betrayer” or “defector” 

 

Though Isaac knew Jacob was a betrayer, had he still blessed Jacob. 

 

     Twersky p59 

And he came near, and kissed him. And he 
smelled the smell of his raiment, and blessed 
him, and said: See, the smell of my son is as 
the smell of a field which the LORD hath 
blessed.  

גַש  כז שַק, וַיִׁ רַח אֶת, לוֹ-וַיִׁ יו-וַיָּ דָּ גָּ , רֵיחַ בְּ

כֵהוּ רְּ בָּ ֹּאמֶר; וַיְּ י, וַי נִׁ אֵה רֵיחַ בְּ דֶה, רְּ רֵיחַ שָּׂ , כְּ

הוָּה כוֹ יְּ .אֲשֶר בֵרְּ  
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Wine 

 

If one is judicious  in his drinking of wine he becomes a chief, a head, ‘Rosh’. 

 

If not, he becomes a ‘Rash’, “a pauper”. 

 

     Yoma 76b 

     Torah Temimah 1:123 

So God give thee of the dew of heaven, and of 
the fat places of the earth, and plenty of corn 
and wine. 

תֶן  כח יִׁ ךָ-וְּ ים, לְּ אֱלֹהִׁ מַיִׁם, הָּ טַל הַשָּ ,  מִׁ

רֶץ אָּ מַנֵי הָּ שְּ ן--וּמִׁ גָּ ב דָּ רֹּ ירֹּש, וְּ תִׁ .וְּ  



Toldos    Genesis 27:30:3 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Isaac had finished blessing Jacob. 

 

The ‘lamed’ has a ‘tag’ “crownlet” curved down in contrast to the normal lamed in 

which the crownlet points upward. 

 

This symbolizes that the blessing came from above and is being given down below 

as it says ‘Vayitein lechah Elokim’ and  “God will give to you”. 

 

     Munk 141 

And it came to pass, as soon as Isaac had made 
an end of blessing Jacob, and Jacob was yet 
scarce gone out from the presence of Isaac his 
father, that Esau his brother came in from his 
hunting.  

י  ל הִׁ רֵךְ אֶת, וַיְּ בָּ ק לְּ חָּ צְּ ה יִׁ לָּ -כַאֲשֶר כִׁ

ב ב, יַעֲקֹּ א יַעֲקֹּ ֹּא יָּצָּ י אַךְ יָּצ הִׁ נֵי  , וַיְּ מֵאֵת פְּ

יו בִׁ ק אָּ חָּ צְּ יו; יִׁ חִׁ ו אָּ עֵשָּׂ צֵידוֹ, וְּ א מִׁ . בָּ  
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He shall also remain blessed. 

 

Isaac was outraged by Jacob’s deception and wanted to curse him.  He was 

reminded though that if you curse Jacob you yourself will be cursed.  Isaac had 

just told Jacob, “Those who curse you will be cursed 27:29”. 

 

     Meam Loez 2:509 

And Isaac trembled very exceedingly, and said: 
'Who then is he that hath taken venison, and 
brought it me, and I have eaten of all before 
thou camest, and have blessed him? yea, and 
he shall be blessed.'  

ה  לג דָּ ק חֲרָּ חָּ צְּ ה עַד, וַיֶחֱרַד יִׁ לָּ דֹּ ד-גְּ אֹּ , מְּ

י ֹּאמֶר מִׁ ד-וַי י  -אֵפוֹא הוּא הַצָּ בֵא לִׁ ד וַיָּ צַיִׁ

בוֹא טֶרֶם תָּ ל בְּ כֹּ כַל מִׁ כֵהוּ, וָּאֹּ רְּ -גַם; וָּאֲבָּ

רוּךְ יֶה, בָּ הְּ .יִׁ  
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Bless me too father. 

 

Why did Esau not say, “Take the blessing back”.  It was given under false pretenses. 

But in the Torah words once spoken have a power and meaning of their own and 

cannot be taken back. 

 

     Gary Rendsburg p24 

When Esau heard his father's words, he cried 
out a great and bitter cry, and he said to his 
father, "Bless me too, O my father!" 

עַק  . לד צְּ יו וַיִׁ בִׁ רֵי אָּ בְּ ו אֶת דִׁ עַ עֵשָּׂ מֹּ שְּ כִׁ

ֹּאמֶר  ד וַי אֹּ ה עַד מְּ רָּ ה וּמָּ לָּ דֹּ ה גְּ קָּ עָּ צְּ
י בִׁ י אָּ נִׁ י גַם אָּ רֲכֵנִׁ יו בָּ בִׁ אָּ :לְּ  
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“When Eisav heard the words of his father, he cried with an exeedingly great and bitter cry, and 

said to his father, ‘Bless me, even me also, my father!’”  Bereshis 27:34 

 

As we know, the blessings which Yaakov received from Yitzchak were meant for Eisav.  

Though given under false pretenses, through Yaakov’s deception, Yitzchak does not recant.  

Instead, he emphatically asserts that “he [Yaakov] will be blessed”, acknowledging, it 

seems, that the son he had not chosen was the one who deserved those blessings.  

Ironically, Yaakov’s deception led Yitzchak to see the truth that he must have always 

known.  Yaakov, not Eisav, was the one to continue the covenant with Hashem.  It was he 

who needed the worldly blessings he’d thought to give to Eisav.  Yaakov, the 

 straightforward man, had to connive and deceive in order to achieve what was rightfully 

his.  He did so with his brother, his father, and his father-in-law as well.  His trials were 

different from those of his father and his grandfather.   He may have been forced to 

connive, to learn the ways of the world, but he did not swerve one iota from serving the 

mitzvos of Hashem. 

 

When Esau heard the words of his father, he 
cried with an exceeding great and bitter cry, 
and said unto his father: 'Bless me, even me 
also, O my father.'  

ו  לד עַ עֵשָּׂ מֹּ שְּ יו-אֶת, כִׁ בִׁ רֵי אָּ בְּ עַק , דִׁ צְּ וַיִׁ

ה קָּ עָּ ה עַד, צְּ רָּ ה וּמָּ לָּ דֹּ ד-גְּ אֹּ יו; מְּ בִׁ אָּ ֹּאמֶר לְּ ,  וַי

י גַם כֵנִׁ רְּ י-בָּ בִׁ י אָּ נִׁ .אָּ  
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“And Yitzchak was forty years old when he took Rivka, the daughter of Besuel the Arami, of Paddan Aram, 

the sister of Lavan the Arami, to be his wife. 

 Didn’t we already know that Rivka is the daughter of Besuel from Padan Aram? 

 What is the need for this identification?  -  Rashi 

One may notice that the identification is a bit unusual in another way.  Rivka is first identified by family 

relation, as the daughter of Besuel, then by place, from Padan Aram, and then again by family – the 

sister of Lavan.  Wouldn’t it be more stylistic for her family identity to be listed in its entirety, and only 

then to proceed to listing her birthplace?  Why is the order interrupted and jumbled?  

The answer may lie in a different and well-known Rashi, with regard to Yaakov, who demanded as his reward 

for working seven years with Lavan (29:18) “Rachel your younger daughter”.  Rashi is troubled by the 

need for Yaakov to be so specific. It was necessary due to the concern that, knowing Lavan’s character, 

he may have been in for a surprise.  Had Yaakov asked only for Rachel, Lavan may have found some 

other girl named Rachel, so Yaakov specified “your daughter”.  Yet, this was not enough, because 

Lavan may have connived to rename his two daughters, giving Leah’s name to Rachel and Rachel’s 

name to Leah.  He therefore added “your younger daughter”. 

With this in mind, we can explain our verse.  Abraham’s servant (who is identified in the Midrash as Eliezer) 

was probably made aware of Lavan’s devious charcter when he negotiated for the hand of Rivka.  He 

therefore also specified, not any Rivka, but Rivka the daughter of Besuel.  In case there was some other 

Besuel in a different city who also had a daughter by the name of Rivka, Eliezer added the identifying 

city, from Padan Aram.  The verse continues, as if to ask why all this identification is needed, and it 

answers:  “Because Rivka was the sister of Lavan.  It is for this reason that Eliezer had to specify his 

objective, for he had a wily and devious foe with whom to contend.    

     Lekutei Peshatim 

And Isaac was forty years old when he took Rebekah, the 
daughter of Bethuel the Aramean, of Paddan-aram, the 
sister of Laban the Aramean, to be his wife.  

ק  כ חָּ צְּ י יִׁ הִׁ נָּה-בֶן, וַיְּ ים שָּ עִׁ בָּ תוֹ אֶת, אַרְּ קַחְּ ה בַת-בְּ קָּ בְּ -רִׁ

י אֲרַמִׁ תוּאֵל הָּ ם, בְּ פַדַן אֲרָּ י--מִׁ אֲרַמִׁ ן הָּ בָּ ה, אֲחוֹת לָּ שָּ אִׁ .לוֹ לְּ  
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“And Rivka took her older son Eisav’s choice garments which were with her in the house, and 

clothed Yaakov, her young son.”  

  

Did Eisav not have many wives?  Yet he gave his garments to his mother for safekeeping!  But he 

knew well the conduct of his wives, and he was suspicious of them.  Rashi from Bereshis 

Rabba 65:17. 

Rabbi Elchanan Wasserman once commented even evil people recognize that those who possess 

fear of heaven and are observant of the mitzvos are generally people who possess fine 

character as well.  Even the wicked consider those who conduct their lives with fear of 

heaven to have an advantage, and they look upon religious people to be better and more 

trustworthy than their own cohorts. 

The source for this phenomenon is found in the Torah in our verse, where the evil Eisav would 

not leave his valuable clothes in his own house where his wives would be able to steal them.  

Rather, Eisav chose to store his garments with his mother, Rivka, where he knew that they 

would be safe. 

     Lekutei Peshatim 

And Rebekah took the choicest garments of Esau her 
elder son, which were with her in the house, and put 
them upon Jacob her younger son.  

ה אֶת  טו קָּ בְּ קַח רִׁ דֹּל-וַתִׁ נָּהּ הַגָּ ו בְּ דֵי עֵשָּׂ גְּ ,  בִׁ

דֹּת הּ, הַחֲמֻׁ תָּ יִׁת, אֲשֶר אִׁ בֵש אֶת; בַבָּ ב-וַתַלְּ ,  יַעֲקֹּ

ן טָּ נָּהּ הַקָּ .בְּ  
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“And Yitzchak entreated God opposite his wife, because she was barren.  And God allowed 

Himself to be entreated by him, and his wife Rivka conceived.:  Bereshis 25:21 

 

It is clear that the prayers of Yitzchak were targeted upon the fact that Rivka was barren and 

unable to have children.  How did he know, however, that the source of the problem was 

Rivka, and that the lack of children was not due to his being unable to father a child? 

Our sages tell us that the reason Rivka did not have children right away, not until Yitzchak 

davened on her behalf, was so that the pagans would not attribute her being fruitful to their 

blessings and prayers.  After all, Lavan and Rivka’s mother had pronounced a blessing 

upon her when she departed with Eliezer (24:60 – “Our sister grow into thousands of 

myriads.  May your descendants inherit the gate of their foes” .  Hashem demonstrated to 

the evil ones that they were powerless in declaring blessings and that it was only through 

Yitzchak that any benefit would develop. 

Yitzchak was unaffected and unharmed by the efforts of the evil ones in their attempt to declare 

their empty blessings.  As the experience of the akeida arrived at its culmination, Hashem 

proclaimed to Abraham (22:7) “I will increase your offspring like the stars of the sky and 

the sand of the seashore”.  This was a direct reference to Yitzchak and his being designated 

to be the carrier of the seed and the blessing of Abraham.  Yitzchak therefore knew that he 

was destined to have children, and that the delay which they were experiencing was due to 

Rivka.  He therefore directed his prayers accordingly. 

     Lekutei Peshatim 

And Isaac entreated the LORD for his wife, because 
she was barren; and the LORD let Himself be 
entreated of him, and Rebekah his wife conceived.  

תוֹ  כא שְּ כַח אִׁ נֹּ ק לַיהוָּה לְּ חָּ צְּ תַר יִׁ וא, וַיֶעְּ ה הִׁ רָּ י עֲקָּ ;  כִׁ

הוָּה תֶר לוֹ יְּ תוֹ, וַיֵעָּ שְּ ה אִׁ קָּ בְּ .וַתַהַר רִׁ  



Toldos    Genesis 27:36:5-6 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It is because his name is Jacob that he deceived me these two times. 

 

He makes a play on the name ‘Yaakov’ relating it to the root word ‘Eikev’ 

 which may mean: 

 

  ambush  Rashi 

  outwit  Rashi 

  to deceive  Targum Yonason 

 

     Kestebaum 61 

And he said: 'Is not he rightly named Jacob? 
for he hath supplanted me these two times: he 
took away my birthright; and, behold, now he 
hath taken away my blessing.' And he said: 
'Hast thou not reserved a blessing for me?'  

ב  לו מוֹ יַעֲקֹּ א שְּ רָּ י קָּ ֹּאמֶר הֲכִׁ י זֶה , וַי בֵנִׁ קְּ וַיַעְּ

ם ח-אֶת--פַעֲמַיִׁ קָּ י לָּ תִׁ רָּ כֹּ קַח  , בְּ ה לָּ נֵה עַתָּ הִׁ וְּ

י תִׁ כָּ רְּ ֹּאמַר; בִׁ כָּה-הֲלֹּא, וַי רָּ י בְּ תָּ לִׁ צַלְּ . אָּ  



Toldos    Genesis 27:37:20-22 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What can I do for you my son. 

 

One of the blessings I gave Jacob is that he should be master and all his brothers 

would be slaves.  A master owns everything a slave has no ownership.  

Anything I give to you Esau, or any blessing I give to you Esau will accrue to 

Jacob as well, through you. 

 

     Meam Loez 2:511 

And Isaac answered and said unto Esau: 
'Behold, I have made him thy lord, and all his 
brethren have I given to him for servants; and 
with corn and wine have I sustained him; and 
what then shall I do for thee, my son?' 

ו  לז עֵשָּׂ ֹּאמֶר לְּ ק וַי חָּ צְּ יו  , וַיַעַן יִׁ תִׁ יר שַׂמְּ בִׁ הֵן גְּ

אֶת ךְ וְּ ים-כָּל-לָּ דִׁ י לוֹ לַעֲבָּ יו נָּתַתִׁ ן , אֶחָּ גָּ דָּ וְּ

ירֹּש תִׁ יו, וְּ תִׁ מַכְּ כָּה אֵפוֹא; סְּ ה אֶעֱשֶׂה  , וּלְּ מָּ

י נִׁ .בְּ  



Toldos    Genesis 27:38:14-17 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Esau lifted his voice and wept. 

 

This showed how sincerely Esau wanted Isaac’s blessing and how much he felt 

tricked by his brother.  Yaakov feared Esau’s power later because of this 

sincerity. 

 

     Meam Loez 2:512 

And Esau said unto his father: 'Hast thou but 
one blessing, my father? bless me, even me 
also, O my father.' And Esau lifted up his voice, 
and wept.  

ו אֶל  לח ֹּאמֶר עֵשָּׂ יו-וַי בִׁ כָּה אַחַת , אָּ רָּ הַבְּ

וא י-הִׁ בִׁ ךָ אָּ י גַם--לְּ כֵנִׁ רְּ י-בָּ נִׁ י, אָּ בִׁ א  ; אָּ שָּ וַיִׁ

לוֹ ו קֹּ ךְּ , עֵשָּׂ .וַיֵבְּ  



Toldos    Genesis 28:8:7 

 

 

 

 

 

 

That the Canaanite women were evil in the eyes of his father Isaac. 

 

Their idol worshipping incense had literally ruined Isaac’s eyesight. 

 

     Meam Loez 2:519 

and Esau saw that the daughters of Canaan 
were evil in the eyes of Isaac his father;  

ו  ח א עֵשָּׂ עַן, וַיַרְּ נָּ נוֹת כְּ עוֹת בְּ י רָּ עֵינֵי, כִׁ ,  בְּ

יו בִׁ ק אָּ חָּ צְּ .יִׁ  



Toldos    Genesis 28:9:7 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mechalat 

 

The name of his bride was actually Basmath but it was changed to Mahalath to 

indicate that on the day of his marriage all of Esau’s sins were forgiven 

(Nimchelu) from which we learn that a bridegroom’s sins are forgiven and he 

starts life with a clear slate. 

 

     Yerushalmi Bikkuim 3:3 

     Torah Temimah  1:125 

so Esau went unto Ishmael, and took unto the 
wives that he had Mahalath the daughter of 
Ishmael Abraham's son, the sister of Nebaioth, 
to be his wife. {S}  

ו  ט עֵאל-אֶל, וַיֵלֶךְ עֵשָּׂ מָּ שְּ קַח אֶת; יִׁ חֲלַת  -וַיִׁ מָּ

עֵאל בֶן-בַת מָּ שְּ יוֹת-יִׁ בָּ ם אֲחוֹת נְּ הָּ רָּ -עַל, אַבְּ

יו ה--נָּשָּ שָּ אִׁ { ס}  .לוֹ לְּ  



Vayetze (07) 
Genesis 28:10 



Vayetze    Genesis 28:10:1-4 

 

 

 

 

 

And Jacob went out of Beer-sheva and went toward Charan. 

 

Why does the Torah need to tell us that Jacob left Beer-sheva?  It is understood if he 

went to Haran he had to leave where he was in order to go. 

The Torah tells us both facts in order to show that Jacob honored both his mother and 

his father. 

Rebecca asked him to leave so that Esau would not harm him.  So leaving Beersheva 

was in her honor. 

Jacob wanted him to go to Padan Aram to find a wife.  So going toward Charan was 

to honor his father’s wishes. 

P.S.  Jacob lived in Hebron he went to Beer-sheva and from there left the Holy Land 

to travel to Charan = Padan Aram 

And Jacob went out from Beer-sheba, and 
went toward Haran.  

ב  י בַע, וַיֵצֵא יַעֲקֹּ אֵר שָּ בְּ נָּה, וַיֵלֶךְ; מִׁ רָּ .חָּ  



Vayetze    Genesis 28:11:1-2 

 

 

 

 

 

 

He encountered the place. 

 

The letter ‘bais’ in ‘bamakom’ is a letter that makes the place a specific location.  

The Rabbis say it was actually ‘Har Moriah’, the site where Abraham bound 

Isaac on the alter and where the Temple would later stand. 

     BT Pesachim 88a 

     Kestenbaum 63 

 

‘Vayifga’  -  can mean “encounter’ but it can also mean “he prayed at that place”. 

‘Bamakom  -  is mentioned three times in that one sentence.  It can mean a specific 

place or it can mean that any and every place can be a place we may stop and 

pray to God. 

 

And he lighted upon the place, and tarried 
there all night, because the sun was set; and 
he took one of the stones of the place, and put 
it under his head, and lay down in that place to 
sleep.  

ם  יא לֶן שָּ קוֹם וַיָּ גַע בַמָּ פְּ י, וַיִׁ א הַשֶמֶש-כִׁ ,  בָּ

קוֹם נֵי הַמָּ קַח מֵאַבְּ יו, וַיִׁ תָּ רַאֲשֹּ ;  וַיָּשֶׂם מְּ

כַב שְּ קוֹם הַהוּא, וַיִׁ .בַמָּ  



Vayetze    Genesis 28:11:1-2 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

He approached. 

 

Makom is another word for God.  It could be understood that “he approached God”. 

 

We learn from this word ‘vayifga’ that Jacob ordained the evening prayer. 

 

The root word ‘pagah’ can mean, “approach, intercede (tifga) or pray”. 

 

Abraham ordained Shacharit. Torah Temimah 1:227 

Yitchak ordained Mincha. 

And he lighted upon the place, and tarried 
there all night, because the sun was set; and 
he took one of the stones of the place, and put 
it under his head, and lay down in that place to 
sleep.  

ם  יא לֶן שָּ קוֹם וַיָּ גַע בַמָּ פְּ י, וַיִׁ א הַשֶמֶש-כִׁ ,  בָּ

קוֹם נֵי הַמָּ קַח מֵאַבְּ יו, וַיִׁ תָּ רַאֲשֹּ ;  וַיָּשֶׂם מְּ

כַב שְּ קוֹם הַהוּא, וַיִׁ .בַמָּ  



Vayetze     Genesis 28:11:1-7 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

He prayed at that place (Moriah) and rested because the sun went down. 

 

Jacob prayed in the evening.  He is therefore given credit for initiating the 

 ‘Maariv’ prayer, the evening prayer. 

And he lighted upon the place, and tarried 
there all night, because the sun was set; and 
he took one of the stones of the place, and put 
it under his head, and lay down in that place to 
sleep.  

ם  יא לֶן שָּ קוֹם וַיָּ גַע בַמָּ פְּ י, וַיִׁ א הַשֶמֶש-כִׁ ,  בָּ

קוֹם נֵי הַמָּ קַח מֵאַבְּ יו, וַיִׁ תָּ רַאֲשֹּ ;  וַיָּשֶׂם מְּ

כַב שְּ קוֹם הַהוּא, וַיִׁ .בַמָּ  



Vayetze     Genesis 28:11:3-7 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

He rested there because the sun set. 

 

Usually just the opposite – after the sun sets a person rests. 

 

Midrash says this was an unusual event.  The sun set suddenly in the middle of the 

day. 

And he lighted upon the place, and tarried 
there all night, because the sun was set; and 
he took one of the stones of the place, and put 
it under his head, and lay down in that place to 
sleep.  

ם  יא לֶן שָּ קוֹם וַיָּ גַע בַמָּ פְּ י, וַיִׁ א הַשֶמֶש-כִׁ ,  בָּ

קוֹם נֵי הַמָּ קַח מֵאַבְּ יו, וַיִׁ תָּ רַאֲשֹּ ;  וַיָּשֶׂם מְּ

כַב שְּ קוֹם הַהוּא, וַיִׁ .בַמָּ  



Vayetze    Genesis 28:11:8-12 

 

 

 

 

When Jacob slept he took from the rocks of the place and put it under his head. 

 

-  to protect him from wild beasts. 

 

-  Why not protect his body also?  God will protect his body.  If he thought that God 

would protect his body why even bother to protect his head with stones since 

God will have to make a miracle for his body anyway? 

 

The answer is that Jacob knew he was going to that wicked man Laban Harami who 

would try to trick him.  So he wanted to protect his head so he could think 

clearly. 

 

If the head is protected from wild and improper influences and surrounded by Torah 

protection, the hands and feet will rush so do Mitzvos and the entire body will 

be protected. 

     Or HaChayim 

And he lighted upon the place, and tarried there all 
night, because the sun was set; and he took one of 
the stones of the place, and put it under his head, 
and lay down in that place to sleep.  

ם  יא לֶן שָּ קוֹם וַיָּ גַע בַמָּ פְּ י, וַיִׁ א הַשֶמֶש-כִׁ קַח  , בָּ וַיִׁ

קוֹם נֵי הַמָּ יו, מֵאַבְּ תָּ רַאֲשֹּ כַב; וַיָּשֶׂם מְּ שְּ קוֹם  , וַיִׁ בַמָּ

.הַהוּא  



Vayetze    Genesis 28:11:8-10 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

He took of the stones of that place and put them at his head. 

 

The stones each wanted Jacob’s head to rest on it, so God fused them all into one as 

it states in V18,  “He took the stone (sing) which he put at his head”. 

 

Each part of the stone could still have been jealous but they were now all one and 

usually in unity there is no jealousy. 

And he lighted upon the place, and tarried 
there all night, because the sun was set; and 
he took one of the stones of the place, and put 
it under his head, and lay down in that place to 
sleep.  

ם  יא לֶן שָּ קוֹם וַיָּ גַע בַמָּ פְּ י, וַיִׁ א הַשֶמֶש-כִׁ ,  בָּ

קוֹם נֵי הַמָּ קַח מֵאַבְּ יו, וַיִׁ תָּ רַאֲשֹּ ;  וַיָּשֶׂם מְּ

כַב שְּ קוֹם הַהוּא, וַיִׁ .בַמָּ  



Vayetze    Genesis 28:11:10 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

That place  

 

from which he took the stones was Mount Moriah, 

 

from the alter upon which Isaac was bound as a sacrifice 

 

and where the Temple, the Holy of Holies, would be built. 

 

     Meam Loez 3:25 

And he lighted upon the place, and tarried 
there all night, because the sun was set; and 
he took one of the stones of the place, and put 
it under his head, and lay down in that place to 
sleep.  

ם  יא לֶן שָּ קוֹם וַיָּ גַע בַמָּ פְּ י, וַיִׁ א הַשֶמֶש-כִׁ ,  בָּ

קוֹם נֵי הַמָּ קַח מֵאַבְּ יו, וַיִׁ תָּ רַאֲשֹּ ;  וַיָּשֶׂם מְּ

כַב שְּ קוֹם הַהוּא, וַיִׁ .בַמָּ  



Vayetze    Genesis 28:11:8-10 

 

 

 

 

 

 

And he took of the stones of the place. 

 

 -  stones – plural some say he took 12 stones signifying the 12 tribes 

  and the 12 signs of the zodiac. 

 

Later it says in Gen 28:18,  “He took the stone”,  singular. 

 

This signified that during the night the 12 separate stones were coalesced – fused – 

joined into one, as God promises to Jacob that He would make from 12 separate 

tribes, one nation, Israel. 

 

     Meam Loez 3:25 

And he lighted upon the place, and tarried 
there all night, because the sun was set; and 
he took one of the stones of the place, and put 
it under his head, and lay down in that place to 
sleep.  

ם  יא לֶן שָּ קוֹם וַיָּ גַע בַמָּ פְּ י, וַיִׁ א הַשֶמֶש-כִׁ ,  בָּ

קוֹם נֵי הַמָּ קַח מֵאַבְּ יו, וַיִׁ תָּ רַאֲשֹּ ;  וַיָּשֶׂם מְּ

כַב שְּ קוֹם הַהוּא, וַיִׁ .בַמָּ  



Vayetze    Genesis 28:12:12-13 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Angels of God go up and come down. 

 

Why did the angels, who after all live in heaven, go up the ladder first? 

 

Because these are angels that accompanied Jacob.  While he lived in Israel they 

were on earth.  They went up to heaven and new angels came down to 

accompany Jacob on the rest of his trip outside the land. 

 

This process was reversed when he returned to the land Gen 32:2. 

 

     Rashi 

     Abarbanel 

     Kestenbaum 63 

And he dreamed, and behold a ladder set up 
on the earth, and the top of it reached to 
heaven; and behold the angels of God 
ascending and descending on it.  

ה, וַיַחֲלֹם  יב צָּ ב אַרְּ צָּ ם מֻׁ לָּ נֵה סֻׁ הִׁ רֹּאשוֹ, וְּ ,  וְּ

ה מָּ יְּ מָּ יעַ הַשָּ ים; מַגִׁ אֲכֵי אֱלֹהִׁ נֵה מַלְּ הִׁ ,  וְּ

ים בוֹ דִׁ רְּ יֹּ ים וְּ לִׁ .עֹּ  



Vayetze    Genesis 28:12:3 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A ladder 

 

The ladder symbolized Israel’s future.  It symbolized the revelation and receiving of 

the Torah from Sinai. 

 

The numerical value of the word for ladder ‘sulam’, is 130.  the same as the 

numerical value for the word Sinai. 

 

Sulam  -  Somach-60,  lamid-30,  mem-40,  =  130 

Sinai    -  Somach-60,  yud-10, num-50,  yud-10  =  130   

   

     Meam Loez 3:30 

And he dreamed, and behold a ladder set up 
on the earth, and the top of it reached to 
heaven; and behold the angels of God 
ascending and descending on it.  

ה, וַיַחֲלֹם  יב צָּ ב אַרְּ צָּ ם מֻׁ לָּ נֵה סֻׁ הִׁ רֹּאשוֹ, וְּ ,  וְּ

ה מָּ יְּ מָּ יעַ הַשָּ ים; מַגִׁ אֲכֵי אֱלֹהִׁ נֵה מַלְּ הִׁ ,  וְּ

ים בוֹ דִׁ רְּ יֹּ ים וְּ לִׁ .עֹּ  



Vayetze    Genesis 28:12:3 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The symbolism of a ladder is used by angels, messengers of God, who ascend and 

descend to establish communication between earthly and heavenly spheres, or 

to provide a means for man to raise himself spiritually. 

 

The letter ‘aleph’ can be seen as a ladder with an upper and lower ‘yud’ denoting the 

celestial and mundane connected by a diagonal ‘vov’ linking man’s physical 

and spiritual inclinations. 

 

     Munk 54 

And he dreamed, and behold a ladder set up 
on the earth, and the top of it reached to 
heaven; and behold the angels of God 
ascending and descending on it.  

ה, וַיַחֲלֹם  יב צָּ ב אַרְּ צָּ ם מֻׁ לָּ נֵה סֻׁ הִׁ רֹּאשוֹ, וְּ ,  וְּ

ה מָּ יְּ מָּ יעַ הַשָּ ים; מַגִׁ אֲכֵי אֱלֹהִׁ נֵה מַלְּ הִׁ ,  וְּ

ים בוֹ דִׁ רְּ יֹּ ים וְּ לִׁ .עֹּ  



Vayetze    Genesis 28:13:8-10 

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Lord of Abraham your father. 

 

Why does God tell Jacob that Abraham was his father?  We know that Isaac was 

Jacob’s father? 

 

To reassure Jacob that even though the blessing Jacob had received from Yitzchak 

had been by trickery, God was going to give Jacob the blessing from Abraham  

and that the land of Israel would be for him and his offspring. 

 

     Meam Loez 3:28 

And, behold, the LORD stood beside him, and 
said: 'I am the LORD, the God of Abraham thy 
father, and the God of Isaac. The land whereon 
thou liest, to thee will I give it, and to thy seed.  

יו  יג לָּ ב עָּ צָּ הוָּה נִׁ נֵה יְּ הִׁ ֹּאמַר, וְּ הוָּה  , וַי י יְּ אֲנִׁ

יךָ בִׁ ם אָּ הָּ רָּ ק, אֱלֹהֵי אַבְּ חָּ צְּ רֶץ; וֵאלֹהֵי יִׁ אָּ , הָּ

לֶיהָּ  כֵב עָּ ה שֹּ נֶנָּה--אֲשֶר אַתָּ ךָ אֶתְּ ,  לְּ

עֶךָ זַרְּ .וּלְּ  



Vayetze    Genesis 28:13:14-17 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The ground upon which you are lying. 

 

God shrunk the entire land of Israel to a small area which fit under the size of Jacob, 

so he was recumbent on the entire land of Eretz Israel. 

 

God folded the entire land of Canaan so that, in effect, under him was all of the 

promised land (Chullin 91B). 

And, behold, the LORD stood beside him, and 
said: 'I am the LORD, the God of Abraham thy 
father, and the God of Isaac. The land whereon 
thou liest, to thee will I give it, and to thy seed.  

יו  יג לָּ ב עָּ צָּ הוָּה נִׁ נֵה יְּ הִׁ ֹּאמַר, וְּ הוָּה  , וַי י יְּ אֲנִׁ

יךָ בִׁ ם אָּ הָּ רָּ ק, אֱלֹהֵי אַבְּ חָּ צְּ רֶץ; וֵאלֹהֵי יִׁ אָּ , הָּ

לֶיהָּ  כֵב עָּ ה שֹּ נֶנָּה--אֲשֶר אַתָּ ךָ אֶתְּ ,  לְּ

עֶךָ זַרְּ .וּלְּ  



Vayetze    Genesis 28:13:13-17 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Land upon which you are lying. 

 

God folded up all of the Land of Israel and placed it under Jacob as he slept.  So he 

could own it by the process of ‘Chazakah’, having possession of it through use 

of it. 

 

     Meam Loez 3:28 

And, behold, the LORD stood beside him, and 
said: 'I am the LORD, the God of Abraham thy 
father, and the God of Isaac. The land whereon 
thou liest, to thee will I give it, and to thy seed.  

יו  יג לָּ ב עָּ צָּ הוָּה נִׁ נֵה יְּ הִׁ ֹּאמַר, וְּ הוָּה  , וַי י יְּ אֲנִׁ

יךָ בִׁ ם אָּ הָּ רָּ ק, אֱלֹהֵי אַבְּ חָּ צְּ רֶץ; וֵאלֹהֵי יִׁ אָּ , הָּ

לֶיהָּ  כֵב עָּ ה שֹּ נֶנָּה--אֲשֶר אַתָּ ךָ אֶתְּ ,  לְּ

עֶךָ זַרְּ .וּלְּ  



Vayetze    Genesis 28:14:1-4 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

And your descendants will be as the dust of the earth. 

 

The Jewish people are compared to dust, sand and stars what is the significance? 

 

 Stars  -  are separate each one unconnected to any other, independent,  

       individual. 

 Sand  -  the grains remain separate yet are capable of group action so powerful 

       that they can change the course of rivers and oceans, and it becomes 

       more firm the more you step on it. 

 Dust  -  clings together. 

 

     Torah Gems I:232 

And thy seed shall be as the dust of the earth, 
and thou shalt spread abroad to the west, and 
to the east, and to the north, and to the south. 
And in thee and in thy seed shall all the 
families of the earth be blessed.  

רֶץ  יד אָּ עֲךָ כַעֲפַר הָּ יָּה זַרְּ הָּ ה  , וְּ תָּ יָּמָּ רַצְּ וּפָּ

ה בָּ נָּה וָּנֶגְּ פֹּ צָּ ה וְּ מָּ ךָ כָּל; וָּקֵדְּ כוּ בְּ רְּ בְּ נִׁ -וְּ

ה מָּ אֲדָּ ת הָּ חֹּ פְּ שְּ עֶךָ, מִׁ זַרְּ .וּבְּ  



Vayetze    Genesis 28:14:5-6,9 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

You will break out toward the … 

 

‘Yamah’  -  “The sea”, is to the west,  ‘V′neghah’ - “the desert”, is to the south. 

 

Think of yourself in Israel.  What is to your west?  The Sea. 

 

What is toward the south?  The desert. 

 

     Meam Loez 3:29 

And thy seed shall be as the dust of the earth, 
and thou shalt spread abroad to the west, and 
to the east, and to the north, and to the south. 
And in thee and in thy seed shall all the 
families of the earth be blessed.  

רֶץ  יד אָּ עֲךָ כַעֲפַר הָּ יָּה זַרְּ הָּ ה  , וְּ תָּ יָּמָּ רַצְּ וּפָּ

ה בָּ נָּה וָּנֶגְּ פֹּ צָּ ה וְּ מָּ ךָ כָּל; וָּקֵדְּ כוּ בְּ רְּ בְּ נִׁ -וְּ

ה מָּ אֲדָּ ת הָּ חֹּ פְּ שְּ עֶךָ, מִׁ זַרְּ .וּבְּ  



Vayetze    Genesis 28:16:1-4 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jacob awoke from his sleep and said, 

 

“This is the way of the righteous”.  Immediately after he awake he said blessings to 

God.  He said the morning blessings, Shema, Shemoneh Esrei and then he 

studued Torah. 

And Jacob awaked out of his sleep, and he 
said: 'Surely the LORD is in this place; and I 
knew it not.'  

ב  טז יקַץ יַעֲקֹּ נָּתוֹ, וַיִׁ שְּ ֹּאמֶר, מִׁ הוָּה  , וַי כֵן יֵש יְּ אָּ

קוֹם הַזֶה י; בַמָּ כִׁ נֹּ אָּ י, וְּ תִׁ עְּ ֹּא יָּדָּ .ל  



Vayetze    Genesis 28:17:7-12 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This is none other than the House of God. 

 

- Jacob called the place ‘bayis’. 

- It was later the site of the Temple, ‘Mikdash’. 

- The numerical difference between ‘bayis’ bais-2  yud-10  taf-400 =  412 

 and Mikdash mem-40  kuf-100 daled-4, shin-300  =  444 

  is 32 the numerical value of ‘lev’  “heart”.  Only by putting one’s heart into 

 a home can it become a sanctuary. 

 

     Munk 67 

And he was afraid, and said: 'How full of awe is 
this place! this is none other than the house of 
God, and this is the gate of heaven.'  

א  יז ירָּ ֹּאמַר, וַיִׁ א-מַה, וַי קוֹם  , נוֹרָּ הַמָּ

ם, אֵין זֶה  :הַזֶה י אִׁ ים-כִׁ זֶה, בֵית אֱלֹהִׁ ,  וְּ

יִׁם מָּ .שַעַר הַשָּ  



Vayetze    Genesis 28:17:9-12 

 

 

 

 

 

This is none other than the house of God. 

 

Jacob slept at the site of the Temple. 

 

- Abraham called the place – mountain – because few people could reach its 

 heights of goodness and Godliness. 

- Isaac called it ‘sadeh’ “field”, - goodness and Godliness was more wide 

spread and  many gained sustenance from the knowledge of God in the world. 

- Jacob – called the place ‘bayis’, “house” – for the Shechinah had found a 

 resting place on earth and that site later became the site of the Temple,  

 Mount Moriah and Eretz Yisrael. 

 

The Holy Temple is simply called “bayis”. 

Isaiah 56:7  “Ki baisi bais tefillah yikoreh l’chol haamim”. 

And he was afraid, and said: 'How full of awe is 
this place! this is none other than the house of 
God, and this is the gate of heaven.'  

א  יז ירָּ ֹּאמַר, וַיִׁ א-מַה, וַי קוֹם  , נוֹרָּ הַמָּ

ם, אֵין זֶה  :הַזֶה י אִׁ ים-כִׁ זֶה, בֵית אֱלֹהִׁ ,  וְּ

יִׁם מָּ .שַעַר הַשָּ  



Vayetze    Genesis 28:20:15-20 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Will give me bread to eat and raiment to put on 

 

Then God will be my Lord  Gen 28:21. 

 

We see that Jacob mentioned the fulfillment of his material needs before he turns to 

the spiritual.  With material wants satisfied a person can serve God properly. 

 

We also note that we first say in the morning, “Ma tovu” before we say, “Adon 

Olom”. 

 

We also note that the righteous ask only for necessities.  

 

     Radak Stone p147 

     Torah Gems 1:237 

And Jacob vowed a vow, saying: 'If God will be 
with me, and will keep me in this way that I go, 
and will give me bread to eat, and raiment to 
put on,  

ב  כ דַר יַעֲקֹּ ר, וַיִׁ ם  :נֶדֶר לֵאמֹּ ים  -אִׁ יֶה אֱלֹהִׁ הְּ יִׁ

י דִׁ מָּ י הוֹלֵךְ, עִׁ כִׁ נֹּ י בַדֶרֶךְ הַזֶה אֲשֶר אָּ רַנִׁ מָּ ,  וּשְּ

תַן נָּ ל-וְּ י לֶחֶם לֶאֱכֹּ בֹּש, לִׁ לְּ .וּבֶגֶד לִׁ  



Vayetze    Genesis 28:21:6-9 

 

 

 

 

 

And God will be a God to me. 

 

 Jacob first prayed for food and clothing.  Without material worries one can 

more joyfully serve God (R- Levi Yitzchak of Berditchev). 

 

‘Vehayah’  is used to convey gladness and joy. 

‘Vayehi’ is used to denote pain. 

so that I come back to my father's house in 
peace, then shall the LORD be my God,  

לוֹם  כא שָּ י בְּ תִׁ שַבְּ י-אֶל, וְּ בִׁ יָּה  ; בֵית אָּ הָּ וְּ

י הוָּה לִׁ ים, יְּ .לֵאלֹהִׁ  



Vayetze    Genesis 29:1:1-2 

 

 

 

 

 

And Jacob lifted 

 

Lifted up  -  walked lightly. 

 

His feet  -  He was poor.  All he had to lift was his feet he had nothing else to carry. 

        -  Perhaps both feet at once and he flew to 

Arztah   -  the land of Bnei Kedem.  The land came to him, to greet him he only had 

     to lift his legs. 

Laaretz -  That’s why it does not say ‘laaretz’, “to the land” but ‘artzah’ “toward     

the land”, the land moved. 

        -  Why did the land move under his feet?  To permit him a speedy trip to 

  reach the place sooner. 

 

     Or HaChayim  p358 

Then Jacob went on his journey, by foot and 
came to the land of the children of the east.  

ב  א א יַעֲקֹּ שָּ יו, וַיִׁ לָּ נֵי, וַיֵלֶךְ; רַגְּ ה בְּ צָּ .קֶדֶם-אַרְּ  



Vayetze    Genesis 29:1:6-7 

 

 

 

 

 

 

First he came to the area of Bnei Kedem. 

 

Then he went to the smaller region of Charon. 

 

    Or HaChayim 

Then Jacob went on his journey, and came to 
the land of the children of the east.  

ב  א א יַעֲקֹּ שָּ יו, וַיִׁ לָּ נֵי, וַיֵלֶךְ; רַגְּ ה בְּ צָּ .קֶדֶם-אַרְּ  



     Gen 29:2:1-4 

      

 

 

 

 

 

The scene of a bachelor, in a foreign land, meeting his bride to be at a well. 

 

1. This occurs in Gen 24:11  Abraham sends his servant to Aram to procure a 

 bride for Issac and he finds Renbekah. 

2. This is a variation on the theme since an agent, Eliezar, was sent. 

3. This also occurs in Gen 29:2 -  here Jacob meets Rachel 

4. Also, in Exodus 2:15,16 where Moses meets 7 women one of whom is 

 Zipporah. 

5. King Saul I Sam 9 -  has all the elements but he does not marry one of the 

 women who come to the well. 

6. Ruth 2 a well is not mentioned but people are drawing water and it is a single 

 woman in a foreign land who meets her destined husband. 

     Gary Rendsburg p261 

And he looked, and behold! a well in the field, 
and behold! three flocks of sheep lying beside 
it, because from that well they would water 
the flocks, and a huge rock was upon the 
mouth of the well. 

ם . ב נֵה שָּ הִׁ דֶה וְּ אֵר בַשָּ נֵה בְּ הִׁ א וְּ וַיַרְּ

ן  י מִׁ לֶיהָּ כִׁ ים עָּ צִׁ בְּ ֹּאן רֹּ רֵי צ ה עֶדְּ לשָּ שְּ

אֶבֶן  הָּ ים וְּ רִׁ עֲדָּ קוּ הָּ וא יַשְּ אֵר הַהִׁ הַבְּ
אֵר י הַבְּ ה עַל פִׁ לָּ דֹּ  גְּ



Vayetze    Genesis 29:2:18 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The article ‘heh’ tells us it was a huge rock 

 

not just a regular rock.  Every time it is referred to it is written as ‘ha′even’ “the 

rock”.  This proves to Jacob that God can give him strength to move this huge 

rock that would normally require superhuman strength or many persons.  So he 

should believe that God can help him in many other ways also, for example, to 

fulfill his promises to him. 

 

     Or HaChayim 243 

And he looked, and behold a well in the field, 
and, lo, three flocks of sheep lying there by it.--
For out of that well they watered the flocks. 
And the stone upon the well's mouth was 
great.  

דֶה  ב אֵר בַשָּ נֵה בְּ הִׁ א וְּ נֵה, וַיַרְּ הִׁ ה  -וְּ לֹשָּ ם שְּ שָּ

רֵי לֶיהָּ -עֶדְּ ים עָּ צִׁ בְּ ֹּאן רֹּ ן--צ י מִׁ וא-כִׁ אֵר הַהִׁ ,  הַבְּ

ים רִׁ עֲדָּ קוּ הָּ ה; יַשְּ דֹּלָּ אֶבֶן גְּ הָּ אֵר-עַל, וְּ י הַבְּ .פִׁ  



Vayetze    Genesis 29:2:18-22 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A great stone was upon the mouth of the well. 

 

The sentence shows what a dishonest society lived here. 

The stone was huge so that it would require many shepherds to all help in moving it 

so their sheep could all share in the water. 

 

They did not trust each other.  The large stone made it necessary for many people to 

be present when anyone wanted water.  There was a selfish fear that someone 

might get a possible advantage. 

 

     Torah Gems I:238 

     Samson Raphael Hirsch 

     Stone p148 

And he looked, and behold a well in the field, 
and, lo, three flocks of sheep lying there by it.--
For out of that well they watered the flocks. 
And the stone upon the well's mouth was 
great.  

דֶה  ב אֵר בַשָּ נֵה בְּ הִׁ א וְּ נֵה, וַיַרְּ הִׁ ה  -וְּ לֹשָּ ם שְּ שָּ

רֵי לֶיהָּ -עֶדְּ ים עָּ צִׁ בְּ ֹּאן רֹּ ן--צ י מִׁ וא-כִׁ אֵר הַהִׁ ,  הַבְּ

ים רִׁ עֲדָּ קוּ הָּ ה; יַשְּ דֹּלָּ אֶבֶן גְּ הָּ אֵר-עַל, וְּ י הַבְּ .פִׁ  



Vayetze    Genesis 29:5:5-7 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Do you know Laban the son of Nachor? 

 

Laban was not the son of Nachor.  He was the son of Bethuel.  But Laban was 

ashamed of his coarse father and called himself the son of Nachor.  Nachor was 

Abraham’s brother and his name had greater status. 

 

     Meam Loez 3:39 

And he said unto them: 'Know ye Laban the 
son of Nahor?' And they said: 'We know him.'  

הֶם  ה ֹּאמֶר לָּ תֶם אֶת, וַי דַעְּ ן בֶן-הַיְּ בָּ ;  נָּחוֹר-לָּ

רוּ ֹּאמְּ נוּ, וַי עְּ . יָּדָּ  



Vayetze    Genesis 29:5:8-9 

 

 

 

 

 

 

And they answered  “We know” 

 

Jacob was not asking if they knew Laban.  They were from Charon.  They would 

obviously know him.   

 

But he was asking if they knew whether he was a true son of Nachor.  Does he have 

a good character and reputation like Abraham’s brother. 

 

Their answer  -  “We know”,  told Jacob that they knew and it was not good. 

 

     Meam Loez 3:40 

And he said unto them: 'Know ye Laban the 
son of Nahor?' And they said: 'We know him.'  

הֶם  ה ֹּאמֶר לָּ תֶם אֶת, וַי דַעְּ ן בֶן-הַיְּ בָּ ;  נָּחוֹר-לָּ

רוּ ֹּאמְּ נוּ, וַי עְּ . יָּדָּ  



Vayetze    Genesis 29:6:3-6 

 

 

 

 

 

Peace to him  

 

his body and peace to his possessions or are they on friendly terms with him. 

 

“To every thing you ask we answer shalom he is at peace in all regards”. 

 

     Genesis 29:6 

 

-   “And Lavan’s daughter is coming with the sheep”.  Since one little girl can safely 

 tend the sheep it shows that there is peace (Not so with Jethro’s 7 

 daughters).   Lavan’s own daughter works as a shepherdess.  He has so few 

 sheep that one little girl can handle all his sheep.  Either that or Lavan is 

 actually a miserly tightwad. 

And he said unto them: 'Is it well with him?' 
And they said: 'It is well; and, behold, Rachel 
his daughter cometh with the sheep.'  

הֶם  ו ֹּאמֶר לָּ לוֹם לוֹ, וַי לוֹם; הֲשָּ רוּ שָּ ֹּאמְּ --וַי

תוֹ חֵל בִׁ נֵה רָּ הִׁ ם, וְּ ה עִׁ אָּ ֹּאן-בָּ .הַצ  



Vayetze    Genesis 29:6:11-12 

 

 

 

 

 

“With the sheep” 

 

all the sheep. 

 

Later, when Jacob leaves Laban, he can refer to Laban having few sheep.  See Gen 

30:30.  This is proved by the fact that when Jacob first came one small 

shepherdess could manage the entire flock.  It obviously was a small flock. 

 

And she was a shepherdess -  able to care for sheep, learned in all the profession. 

How did she learn from such a small flock?  The sheep were sick requiring 

great effort and concentration and therefore she learned a lot from just a few 

sheep. Jacob turned this around and made a huge flock of healthy sheep. 

 

     Or HaChayim 

     Stone 149 

And he said unto them: 'Is it well with him?' 
And they said: 'It is well; and, behold, Rachel 
his daughter cometh with the sheep.'  

הֶם  ו ֹּאמֶר לָּ לוֹם לוֹ, וַי לוֹם; הֲשָּ רוּ שָּ ֹּאמְּ --וַי

תוֹ חֵל בִׁ נֵה רָּ הִׁ ם, וְּ ה עִׁ אָּ ֹּאן-בָּ .הַצ  



Vayetze    Genesis 29:9:10-12 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

She was a shepherdess. 

 

This explains to us why a young girl is walking alone in the field, not that she has 

insufficient modesty, but that she has a job to do, she is a shepherdess. 

 

     Or HaChayim 

While he was yet speaking with them, Rachel 
came with her father's sheep; for she tended 
them.  

ם, עוֹדֶנוּ  ט מָּ דַבֵר עִׁ ה; מְּ אָּ חֵל בָּ רָּ ם, וְּ ֹּאן -עִׁ הַצ

יהָּ  בִׁ אָּ ה--אֲשֶר לְּ עָּ י רֹּ וא, כִׁ .הִׁ  



Vayetze    Genesis 29:10:8-10,14-16,28-30 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Laban the brother of his mother. 

 

Why is this relationship stressed and repeated so often? 

 

Because we are meant to understand that all the deeds of Yaacov are in honor of his 

mother’s relationship and according to her instructions.  It explains for example, 

why Yaacov moved the stone for Rachel.  It was because she is his relative, a 

cousin. 

 

     Or HaChayim 

And it came to pass, when Jacob saw Rachel 
the daughter of Laban his mother's brother, 
and the sheep of Laban his mother's brother, 
that Jacob went near, and rolled the stone 
from the well's mouth, and watered the flock 
of Laban his mother's brother.  

ב אֶת  י ה יַעֲקֹּ אָּ י כַאֲשֶר רָּ הִׁ חֵל-וַיְּ ן  -בַת, רָּ בָּ לָּ

מוֹ י אִׁ אֶת, אֲחִׁ ן-וְּ בָּ ֹּאן לָּ מוֹ, צ י אִׁ גַש  ; אֲחִׁ וַיִׁ

ב גֶל אֶת, יַעֲקֹּ אֵר-וַיָּ י הַבְּ אֶבֶן מֵעַל פִׁ ,  הָּ

קְּ  מוֹ-אֶת, וַיַשְּ י אִׁ ן אֲחִׁ בָּ ֹּאן לָּ .צ  



And Jacob kissed Rachel, and he raised his 
voice and wept. 

Vayetze    Genesis 29:10:24-26 

     Genesis 29:11:1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

V10  Jacob watered the flock “Vayashk” 

V11  Jacob kissed Rachel – “Vayishak” 

 

The two words ‘watered’ and ‘kissed’ sound the same. 

The readers pronunciation must be precise or we will have him water Rachel and 

 kiss the flock. 

     Gary Rendsburg p266 

And it came to pass, when Jacob saw Rachel 
the daughter of Laban his mother's brother, 
and the sheep of Laban his mother's brother, 
that Jacob went near, and rolled the stone 
from the well's mouth, and watered the flock 
of Laban his mother's brother.  

ב אֶת  י ה יַעֲקֹּ אָּ י כַאֲשֶר רָּ הִׁ חֵל-וַיְּ ן  -בַת, רָּ בָּ לָּ

מוֹ י אִׁ אֶת, אֲחִׁ ן-וְּ בָּ ֹּאן לָּ מוֹ, צ י אִׁ גַש  ; אֲחִׁ וַיִׁ

ב גֶל אֶת, יַעֲקֹּ אֵר-וַיָּ י הַבְּ אֶבֶן מֵעַל פִׁ ,  הָּ

קְּ  מוֹ-אֶת, וַיַשְּ י אִׁ ן אֲחִׁ בָּ ֹּאן לָּ .צ  

ךְּ . יא לוֹ וַיֵבְּ א אֶת קֹּ שָּ חֵל וַיִׁ רָּ ב לְּ שַק יַעֲקֹּ :וַיִׁ  



Vayetze    Genesis 29:12:4-7 

 

 

 

 

 

- And Jacob told Rachel that he was the brother of her father and the son of 

 Rebecca. 

 

- Is this true?  No, he was really the son of her father’s sister, Rebecca.  But he 

used these words to tell Rachel that though her father, Lavan is a deceiver, he, 

Jacob, is a “brother in deceit”, he is a match for him. 

 

Rachel asked, “are the righteous permitted to act deceitfully?”  Yes, when others are 

trying to deceive them. 

 

With an honest person act honestly and with a perverse person show yourself subtle. 

 

     II Samuel 22:27 

     BT – Bava Basra 123a4 

And Jacob told Rachel that he was her father's 
brother, and that he was Rebekah's son; and 
she ran and told her father.  

חֵל  יב רָּ ב לְּ יהָּ הוּא, וַיַגֵד יַעֲקֹּ בִׁ י אָּ י אֲחִׁ , כִׁ

י בֶן כִׁ ה-וְּ קָּ בְּ ץ; הוּא, רִׁ רָּ יהָּ , וַתָּ בִׁ אָּ .וַתַגֵד לְּ  



Vayetze    Genesis 29:13:9-10,11-12 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Laban ran toward Jacob. 

 

Laban was confident that he must have brought wealth and precious gifts.  If a mere 

servant Eliezar had come for Rebecca with 10 camels (24:10) surely Isaac’s 

heir must be even more enormously wealthy. 

     Rashi 

     Stone  p150 

(Laban) embraced (Jacob) 

 

Seeing no obvious camels or riches Laban thought he might have money on his 

person and therefore he embraced him in order to feel surreptitiously whether 

he had any hidden treasures. 

 

     Rashi Stone p150 

And it came to pass, when Laban heard the 
tidings of Jacob his sister's son, that he ran to 
meet him, and embraced him, and kissed him, 
and brought him to his house. And he told 
Laban all these things.  

ן אֶת  יג בָּ עַ לָּ מֹּ שְּ י כִׁ הִׁ ב בֶן-וַיְּ -שֵמַע יַעֲקֹּ

תוֹ חַבֶק, אֲחֹּ אתוֹ וַיְּ רָּ קְּ ץ לִׁ רָּ נַשֶק-וַיָּ ,  לוֹ-לוֹ וַיְּ

יאֵהוּ בִׁ ן; בֵיתוֹ-אֶל, וַיְּ בָּ לָּ סַפֵר לְּ -אֵת כָּל, וַיְּ

אֵלֶה ים הָּ רִׁ בָּ .הַדְּ  



Vayetze    Genesis 29:16:5,8 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The name of the greater was Leah and the name of the smaller was Rachel. 

 

But please notice it does not say older and younger it says the “greater one” and the 

“smaller one”. 

 

Leah was called the “greater one” because from her would come Moses, Samuel, 

King David and all the other Kings of Judah and the Prophet Isaiah. 

 

Rachel was called the “smaller one” since King Saul, who reigned only for a short 

time, came from her. 

Now Laban had two daughters: the name of 
the greater was Leah, and the name of the 
younger was Rachel.  

ן  טז בָּ לָּ נוֹת, וּלְּ תֵי בָּ ה  :שְּ ה לֵאָּ לָּ דֹּ שֵם  , שֵם הַגְּ וְּ

חֵל טַנָּה רָּ . הַקְּ  



Vayetze    Genesis 29:17:3 

 

 

 

 

 

 

And Leah’s eyes were weak (or teary). 

 

The Torah which is so careful not to mention that certain animals are Tahor and 

others are not Tahor even if it means that extra letters need to be used so as not 

to stress the shortcomings of the animal world such a Torah here stresses the 

shortcomings of one of our great ancestors?  Not so, ‘Rakos’ refers to her 

“crying”. When Leah learned that as the older daughter she might be married to 

Jacob’s older son, Esau, and her younger sister would marry Jacob, she cried.  

Watery eyes here is a praiseworthy attribute, rather than a shortcoming. 

 

     BT – Bava Basra 123a3  

And Leah's eyes were weak; but Rachel was of 
beautiful form and fair to look upon. 

ה  יז עֵינֵי לֵאָּ חֵל; רַכוֹת, וְּ רָּ ה, וְּ תָּ יְּ פַת, הָּ -יְּ

אַר אֶה, תֹּ יפַת מַרְּ . וִׁ  



Vayetze    Genesis 29:17:3 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Leah was a prophetess. 

 

She knew that both she and her sister Rachel would be married to a son of Isaac.  

Since she was the older daughter she feared she would be matched with the 

older son Esau.  She would cry whenever she contemplated her fate.  

Eventually her eyes become tender from crying so much. 

 

     Rashi 

     Kestenbaum 65 

And Leah's eyes were weak; but Rachel was of 
beautiful form and fair to look upon. 

ה  יז עֵינֵי לֵאָּ חֵל; רַכוֹת, וְּ רָּ ה, וְּ תָּ יְּ פַת, הָּ -יְּ

אַר אֶה, תֹּ יפַת מַרְּ . וִׁ  



Vayetze    Genesis 29:23:5 Leah 

     Genesis 29:28:10 Rachel 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

- Jacob married two sisters Leah and Rachel. 

- Marrying two sisters was prohibited thereafter. 

- Jacob was able to marry two sisters because there was no proper witness to his 

having consummated the first marriage to Leah or the second marriage to 

Rachel since all the available witnesses in Laban’s city were not honorable 

enough to be witnesses. 

And it came to pass in the evening, that he 
took Leah his daughter, and brought her to 
him; and he went in unto her.  

עֶרֶב  כג י בָּ הִׁ קַח אֶת--וַיְּ תוֹ-וַיִׁ ה בִׁ בֵא  , לֵאָּ וַיָּ

יו הּ אֵלָּ תָּ .אֵלֶיהָּ , וַיָּבֹּא; אֹּ  

And Jacob did so, and fulfilled her week; and 
he gave him Rachel his daughter to wife.  

ב כֵן  כח ֹּאת, וַיַעַשׂ יַעֲקֹּ עַ ז בֻׁ מַלֵא שְּ תֶן; וַיְּ -וַיִׁ

תוֹ-לוֹ אֶת חֵל בִׁ ה, רָּ שָּ אִׁ .לוֹ לְּ  



     Gen 29:26:3-6 

      

 

 

 

 

 

It is not done in our place to give the younger before the firstborn. 

 

This is Jacob’s punishment.  What did Jacob do?  He placed himself the younger, 

before the firstborn before Esau and now he is told by Laban that behavior is 

not tolerated here.  We will give you the older daughter first. 

 

We will see other punishments that Jacob gets.  His sons deceive him just as he 

deceived his father and at the end of Genesis.  Jacob will become blind just as 

his father Issac was blind. 

     Gary Rendsburg p269 

And Laban said, "It is not done so in our 
place to give the younger one before the 
firstborn. 

קוֹמֵנוּ  . כו מְּ שֶׂה כֵן בִׁ ֹּא יֵעָּ ן ל בָּ ֹּאמֶר לָּ וַי
ה ירָּ כִׁ נֵי הַבְּ פְּ ה לִׁ ירָּ עִׁ תֵת הַצְּ :לָּ  



Vayetze    Genesis 29:26:6 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In our place 

 

This is Laban giving Jacob a dig implying that in counter distinction to what 

happened in Jacob’s place, where the younger could supercede the older and 

take away his birthright by trickery, “such displacement of the older by the 

younger does not occur in our place”, said Laban. 

 

     Meam Loez 3:54 

     Torah Gems I:241 

     Bais HaLevi 

And Laban said: 'It is not so done in our place, 
to give the younger before the first-born.  

ן  כו בָּ ֹּאמֶר לָּ קוֹמֵנוּ-לֹּא, וַי מְּ שֶׂה כֵן בִׁ --יֵעָּ

ה ירָּ עִׁ תֵת הַצְּ ה, לָּ ירָּ כִׁ נֵי הַבְּ פְּ .לִׁ  



Vayetze    Genesis 29:31:4 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Lord saw that Leah was hated. 

 

This should not be interpreted that Jacob hated her, heaven forbid, but that she hated 

herself.  She had a low opinion of herself. 

 

Jacob did not hate Leah.  Rather his love for Rachel was so great that his love for 

Leah seemed like hatred in comparison (Radak). 

 

     Kestenbaum 65 

And the LORD saw that Leah was hated, and he 
opened her womb; but Rachel was barren.  

י  לא הוָּה כִׁ א יְּ ה-וַיַרְּ ה לֵאָּ נוּאָּ תַח אֶת, שְּׂ פְּ -וַיִׁ

הּ מָּ חֵל; רַחְּ רָּ ה, וְּ רָּ . עֲקָּ  



Vayetze    Genesis 29:31:3-8 

 

 

 

 

 

 

And God saw that Leah was hated and he opened her womb 

 

What is meant here by hated? 

 

Is it conceivable that the Torah which does not speak disparagingly about an animal 

calling it “not kosher” vs not clean would speak about the shortcomings of the 

righteous patriarch?  It would be a bad reflection on Jacob if he truly hated his 

wife Leah.  No, Esau’s behavior was hated by Leah and as a reward God 

opened her womb. 

 

     Bava Basra 123a3 

And the LORD saw that Leah was hated, and he 
opened her womb; but Rachel was barren.  

י  לא הוָּה כִׁ א יְּ ה-וַיַרְּ ה לֵאָּ נוּאָּ תַח אֶת, שְּׂ פְּ -וַיִׁ

הּ מָּ חֵל; רַחְּ רָּ ה, וְּ רָּ . עֲקָּ  



Vayetze    Genesis 29:34:18-20 

     Genesis 29:35:12-14 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

He called his name Levi.  -  Genesis 29:34:18-20 

      

She called his name Yehudeh  -  Genesis 29:35:12-14 

 

God named Levi therefore the masculine verb ‘karah’, “He called”.  Leah named 

Yehudah therefore the feminine verb ‘kareah’  “She called” is used.  The reader 

must accent the first syllable and pronounce the ‘resh’ of ‘kareah’ with a ‘sheva 

na’ and to accent the last syllable to distinguish their pronunciation. 

 

     Kestenbaum 65 

And she conceived again, and bore a son; and 
said: 'Now this time will my husband be joined 
unto me, because I have borne him three 
sons.' Therefore was his name called Levi.  

ה הַפַעַם , וַתֵלֶד בֵן, וַתַהַר עוֹד  לד וַתֹּאמֶר עַתָּ

י אֵלַי ישִׁ וֶה אִׁ לָּ י, יִׁ ים-כִׁ נִׁ ה בָּ לֹשָּ י לוֹ שְּ תִׁ -עַל; יָּלַדְּ

א רָּ מוֹ-כֵן קָּ י, שְּ .לֵוִׁ  

And she conceived again, and bore a son; and 
she said: 'This time will I praise the LORD.' 
Therefore she called his name Judah; and she 
left off bearing. 

וַתֹּאמֶר הַפַעַם , וַתַהַר עוֹד וַתֵלֶד בֵן  לה

הוָּה-אוֹדֶה אֶת מוֹ-עַל--יְּ ה שְּ אָּ רְּ ה, כֵן קָּ הוּדָּ ;  יְּ

ד לֶדֶת, וַתַעֲמֹּ .מִׁ  



Vayetze    Genesis 29:34:6-10 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Now this time my husband will accompany me because I have born him three sons. 

 

Until now Leah said, “I carried my first two sons in my own two hands.  Now I 

have a third son my husband will have to help me carry the children and will 

therefore have to accompany me”. 

 

     Torah Gems I:242 

And she conceived again, and bore a son; and 
said: 'Now this time will my husband be joined 
unto me, because I have borne him three 
sons.' Therefore was his name called Levi.  

ה הַפַעַם , וַתֵלֶד בֵן, וַתַהַר עוֹד  לד וַתֹּאמֶר עַתָּ

י אֵלַי ישִׁ וֶה אִׁ לָּ י, יִׁ ים-כִׁ נִׁ ה בָּ לֹשָּ י לוֹ שְּ תִׁ -עַל; יָּלַדְּ

א רָּ מוֹ-כֵן קָּ י, שְּ .לֵוִׁ  



Vayetze    Genesis 30:1:7-9 

 

 

 

 

 

 

And Rachel was envious of her sister. 

 

Rachel thought that Leah might be more worthy of bearing children than she 

because Leah was more righteous.  So Rachel envied her sister’s good deeds 

and tried to be more worthy herself. 

 

     Rashi 

     Kestenbaum 67 

And when Rachel saw that she bore Jacob no 
children, Rachel envied her sister; and she said 
unto Jacob: 'Give me children, or else I die.'  

חֵל  א ב, וַתֵרֶא רָּ יַעֲקֹּ ה לְּ דָּ ֹּא יָּלְּ י ל קַנֵא  , כִׁ וַתְּ

חֵל הּ, רָּ תָּ ה-וַתֹּאמֶר אֶל; בַאֲחֹּ בָּ ב הָּ י  -יַעֲקֹּ לִׁ

ים נִׁ ם, בָּ אִׁ י-וְּ כִׁ נֹּ ה אָּ ן מֵתָּ .אַיִׁ  



Vayetze    Genesis 30:15:14-17 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Therefore he shall lie with you tonight. 

 

Rachel did not value being with Jacob sufficiently as seen by the fact that she would 

exchange a night with him for the dudaim.  Rachel was not, therefore, 

permitted to be buried with Jacob, instead Leah was. 

 

Also to bury both sisters with their husband Jacob would be inappropriate since 

later marrying two sisters was not permitted. 

 

     Sforno 

And she said unto her: 'Is it a small matter that 
thou hast taken away my husband? and 
wouldest thou take away my son's mandrakes 
also?' And Rachel said: 'Therefore he shall lie 
with thee to-night for thy son's mandrakes.'  

הּ  טו תֵךְ אֶת, וַתֹּאמֶר לָּ עַט קַחְּ י-הַמְּ ישִׁ ,  אִׁ

קַחַת לָּ י-גַם אֶת, וְּ נִׁ אֵי בְּ חֵל; דוּדָּ כֵן , וַתֹּאמֶר רָּ לָּ

ה לָּ ךְ הַלַיְּ מָּ כַב עִׁ שְּ נֵךְ, תַחַת, יִׁ אֵי בְּ . דוּדָּ  



Vayetze    Genesis 30:18:12 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The double ‘shin’ in Issachar refers to a double ‘sechar’  which means both reward 

and hire. 

 

Leah hired Jacob with her son’s dudaim and she was rewarded, 

 

Since the first of these connotations is not complimentary one ‘shin’ is silent. 

 

     Baal HaTurim 

     Stone Chumosh   P157 

And Leah said: 'God hath given me my hire, 
because I gave my handmaid to my husband. 
And she called his name Issachar.  

ה  יח י, וַתֹּאמֶר לֵאָּ רִׁ כָּ ים שְּׂ י  -אֲשֶר, נָּתַן אֱלֹהִׁ נָּתַתִׁ

י תִׁ חָּ פְּ י, שִׁ ישִׁ אִׁ מוֹ; לְּ א שְּ רָּ קְּ שכָּר, וַתִׁ שָּ . יִׁ  



Vayetze    Genesis 30:21:1 

 

 

 

 

Afterwards she (Leah) bore a daughter and she called her name Dinah. 

 

The word ‘v’achar’ “afterwards”, is not needed.  It is interpreted that after Leah had 

her 6th son she realized that if her current pregnancy was a 7th son her sister 

Rachel could only have 1 of the 12 tribes destined to come from Jacob, less 

than each of the handmaidens who had two apiece.   Leah therefore made a 

judgment (din) that this child should be a girl.  After that decision she gave 

birth to a daughter and called her name Dinah. 

The Gemorah Berachos 60a2 uses this interpretation to show us that praying for a 

specific sex to come from an already pregnant wife is not a prayer in vain. 

But the Gemorah answers,  “this was clearly a miracle and you can’t learn any 

general rule from a miracle”. 

Praying for something that has already happened i.e., sex of a child in a pregnant 

woman, is after the fact and is considered a prayer in vain. 

And afterwards she bore a daughter, and called 
her name Dinah.  

אַחַר  כא ה בַת, וְּ דָּ א אֶת; יָּלְּ רָּ קְּ הּ-וַתִׁ מָּ ינָּה, שְּ .דִׁ  



Vayetze    Genesis 30:21:7 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dinah 

 

Comes from the word ‘din’  “judgment”.  Leah passed judgment on herself.  She 

noted that she had already given birth to 6 boys and each of the handmaidens 

had two.  If she had another son her sister Rachel would not bear sons in equal 

numbers even to the handmaidens.  She therefore prayed that her pregnancy 

result in delivery of a girl – Dinah. 

 

     Stone Chumosh P157 

And afterwards she bore a daughter, and called 
her name Dinah.  

אַחַר  כא ה בַת, וְּ דָּ א אֶת; יָּלְּ רָּ קְּ הּ-וַתִׁ מָּ ינָּה, שְּ .דִׁ  



Vayetze    Genesis 30:24:4 

 

 

 

Reuben-L ‘Reu Ben’ -  See a son 

Simeon-L  ‘shema’ -  God heard that I was unloved 

Levi-L ‘laveh’  -  Attached to my husband (since she had 3 sons for him) 

Judah-L ‘ohdah’  -  Give thanks to – praise God (for the “extra” son) 

Dan-BR ‘din’  -  God has judged me 

Naphtali -BR ‘pallel’ -  To pray  - twisted the truth for my sister 

Gad -ZL ‘gad’  -  Success 

Asher-ZL ‘ashir’  -  Rich, Happy 

Issachar-L ‘sechar’ -  Reward 

Zebulun-L ‘zevul’ -  Permanent home 

Joseph-R ‘ahsaf’  -  Add on for me another son 

Benjamin-R ‘Ben Oni’ -  My sorrow – Rachel died in childbirth 

     Meam Loez 3a76 

L  -  Leah 

R  -  Rachel 

B  -  Rachel’s handmaid – Bilhah 

Z  -  Leah’s handmaid  -  Zilpah 

And she called his name Joseph, saying: 'The 
LORD add to me another son.'  

א אֶת  כד רָּ קְּ מוֹ יוֹסֵף-וַתִׁ סֵף    :לֵאמֹּר, שְּ יֹּ
י הוָּה לִׁ . בֵן אַחֵר, יְּ  



Vayetze    Genesis 30:24:4 

 

 

 

 

 

        Born                              Died      Years Lived 

Reuven  14 Kislev 2193 2318      125 

Shimon  28 Teves  2194 2314      120 

Levi  16 Nisson 2195 2332      137 

Judah  15 Sivan  2196 2315      119 

Dan     9 Elul  2196 2321      125 

Naphtali    5 Tishrei 2198 2323      123 

Gad   10 Cheshvan 2198 2323      125 

Asher  20 Shevat 2199 2322      123 

Issacher  10 Av  2198 2320      122 

Zebulun    7 Tishrei 2200 2314      114 

Joseph    1 Tammuz 2199 2309      110 

Benjamin 11 Cheshvan 2208 2317      109 

 

And she called his name Joseph, saying: 'The 
LORD add to me another son.'  

א אֶת  כד רָּ קְּ מוֹ יוֹסֵף-וַתִׁ ר, שְּ סֵף    :לֵאמֹּ יֹּ

י הוָּה לִׁ . בֵן אַחֵר, יְּ  



Vayetze    Genesis 30:25:7-11 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jacob asked permission to leave from his father-in-law. 

 

What obligation does a person have to honor one’s father-in-law and one’s mother-

in-law? 

Learned from David in I Samuel 24who referred to Saul as his father. 

One must respect in-laws just as an elder person but not like one’s own parents. 

Perhaps David called Saul an endearing term because he was King. 

An in-law deserves honor.  Stand up.  Extend proper Derech Eretz.  Open the door. 

But an in-law is not accorded the same honor due one’s parents. 

A man’s wife is like himself and since he must honor his parents he must also honor 

 hers.  But not after a divorce.  How about after the wife or husband dies? 

 Continue to respect the in-laws. 

And it came to pass, when Rachel had borne 
Joseph, that Jacob said unto Laban: 'Send me 
away, that I may go unto mine own place, and 
to my country.  

י  כה הִׁ חֵל אֶת, וַיְּ ה רָּ דָּ ֹּאמֶר  ; יוֹסֵף-כַאֲשֶר יָּלְּ וַי

ב ן-אֶל, יַעֲקֹּ בָּ כָּה, לָּ אֵלְּ י וְּ חֵנִׁ י  -אֶל, שַלְּ קוֹמִׁ מְּ

י צִׁ אַרְּ . וּלְּ  



Vayetze   

 

 

- How about your step mother?  Yes,  but because of the honor due your father. 

- How about your wife’s step mother?  You have no obligation to honor her. 

- Honor to an elder or a Rav would come first before an in-law. 

- Kavod.  Honor what do we mean?  Stand up for them, don’t sit in their seat, 

don’t contradict them, don’t call them by their first name. 

 Stand all the way up for your Rebbi, your parents, or a king and you have an 

obligation to serve them and to feed them. 

- What if the in laws are evil? You don’t have to respect them but you do have to 

respect your parents even if they are evil. 

- One is obligated to respect one’s parents after they die but one has no such 

obligation for ones in-laws after they die and certainly after a divorce no 

obligation remains.  It is as if the marriage connection has been severed. 

- A father or father-in-law who comes to visit you may offer him to sit at the 

head of the table as a sign of honor.  Now-a-days they will most likely be 

‘mochel’ “forgo” such an honor.  To be the Sandek for your child choose your 

father or your father-in-law. 

 



Vayetze    Genesis 30:25:7-11 

 

 

Who should your wife serve first? 

 husband 

 husband’s father 

 wife’s father. 

Serve her mother and father.  If there is an argument between her parents she must 

listen to her husband.  You are obligated to serve your father first and then your 

grandfather, his father, and besides they did you a good favor you have your 

life because of them therefore from the concept of good will even if they did 

not have in mind to do us good, we are obligated to honor them.  They 

 therefore deserve even more honor than other elders.  You should not call your 

in-laws by their first name. 

 

     Rabbi Tzvi Finer  12/4/05 



Vayetze    Genesis 30:28:5 

 

 

 

 

 

 

And I will pay it. 

 

Literally, “and I will give her”. 

 

Laban knew that Jacob would ask for one of his daughters.  Therefore, when Jacob 

asked for his wages Laban said, “I will give her to you”. 

 

     Meam Loez 3a 80 

And he said: 'Appoint me thy wages, and I will 
give it.'  

ֹּאמַר  כח לַי  :וַי ךָ עָּ רְּ כָּ ה שְּׂ בָּ אֶתֵנָּה, נָּקְּ .וְּ  



Vayetze    Genesis 30:39:8-12 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The sheep mated facing toward the rods and the sheep gave birth to streaked spotted 

and  ringed (lambs).  This suggests an understanding of the influence of 

environment on an inherited predisposition. 
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And he said unto him: 'Thou knowest how I 
have served thee, and how thy cattle have 
fared with me.  

יו  כט ֹּאמֶר אֵלָּ תָּ --וַי ה יָּדַעְּ אֵת אֲשֶר , אַתָּ

יךָ תִׁ אֵת אֲשֶר; עֲבַדְּ ךָ-וְּ נְּ קְּ יָּה מִׁ י, הָּ תִׁ .אִׁ  



Vayetze    Genesis 31:1:1-5 

 

 

 

 

 

 

And he heard the words of Laban’s sons. 

 

In the next sentence we learn that Jacob saw Laban’s face (Gen 31:2). 

 

This shows us that Laban’s sons did not have the courtesy or respect to wait for their 

father before speaking. 

 

They showed the same kind of disrespect that Laban had for his father see Gen 

24:50 “And Laban and Bethuel answered”. 

 

     Torah Gems I:244 

And he heard the words of Laban's sons, 
saying: 'Jacob hath taken away all that was our 
father's; and of that which was our father's 
hath he gotten all this wealth.' 

מַע  א שְּ נֵי-אֶת, וַיִׁ רֵי בְּ בְּ ר-דִׁ ן לֵאמֹּ בָּ קַח  , לָּ לָּ

ב ינוּ-אֵת כָּל, יַעֲקֹּ בִׁ אָּ וּמֵאֲשֶר  ; אֲשֶר לְּ

ינוּ בִׁ אָּ ה--לְּ שָּׂ ד הַזֶה-אֵת כָּל, עָּ בֹּ . הַכָּ  



Vayetze    Genesis 31:1:7-12 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jacob has taken everything of our father. 

 

They were not speaking of  Laban’s property but saying that Jacob had taken over 

all the devious ways of their father. 
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And he heard the words of Laban's sons, 
saying: 'Jacob hath taken away all that was our 
father's; and of that which was our father's 
hath he gotten all this wealth.' 

מַע  א שְּ נֵי-אֶת, וַיִׁ רֵי בְּ בְּ ר-דִׁ ן לֵאמֹּ בָּ קַח  , לָּ לָּ

ב ינוּ-אֵת כָּל, יַעֲקֹּ בִׁ אָּ וּמֵאֲשֶר  ; אֲשֶר לְּ

ינוּ בִׁ אָּ ה--לְּ שָּׂ ד הַזֶה-אֵת כָּל, עָּ בֹּ . הַכָּ  



Vayetze    Genesis 31:4:3-6 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

And he called Leah and Rachel to the field. 

 

Why to the field? 

 

To have a discussion secluded from all passersby so as not to be overheard. 
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And Jacob sent and called Rachel and Leah to 
the field unto his flock,  

ב  ד לַח יַעֲקֹּ שְּ ה, וַיִׁ לֵאָּ חֵל וּלְּ רָּ א לְּ רָּ קְּ דֶה, וַיִׁ ,  הַשָּ

ֹּאנוֹ-אֶל .צ  



Vayetze    Genesis 31:17:3-7 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jacob set out, and he placed his children and wives on the camels. 

 

He took care of his children first.  Saints are more concerned with their children 

than with their wives. 

     Meam Loez 3a 93 

 

Also Gen 32:23 

 

Also see Gen 36:6 when Esau traveled “he took his wives and his sons”, in reverse 

order to Jacob’s practice. 

 

     Stone p163 

Then Jacob rose up, and set his sons and his 
wives upon the camels;  

ם  יז ב, וַיָּקָּ א אֶת; יַעֲקֹּ שָּ אֶת-וַיִׁ יו וְּ נָּ יו-בָּ ,  נָּשָּ

ים-עַל מַלִׁ .הַגְּ  



Vayetze    Genesis 31:24:6-7 

 

 

 

 

 

 

that night in a dream. 

 

Why is it specified at night? 

 

Because prophets of the other nations of the world do not receive their prophetic 

powers except under the stealth of night as we also learn in the story of Balaam 

where he requested that Balak’s emissaries “rest here the night”.  Num 22:8. 

 

     Meam Loez 14:158 

And God came to Laban the Aramean in a 
dream of the night, and said unto him: 'Take 
heed to thyself that thou speak not to Jacob 
either good or bad.'  

ים אֶל  כד בֹּא אֱלֹהִׁ י-וַיָּ אֲרַמִׁ ן הָּ בָּ ה, לָּ לָּ יְּ ;  בַחֲלֹם הַלָּ

ֹּאמֶר לוֹ ךָ פֶן, וַי מֶר לְּ שָּ ם-הִׁ דַבֵר עִׁ ב-תְּ טוֹב  --יַעֲקֹּ מִׁ

ע-עַד .רָּ  



Vayetze    Genesis 31:24:10-18 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Take heed that you speak not to Jacob either good or bad. 

 

We could understand that Laban should not speak bad to Jacob but why should God 

warn Laban not to speak good to Jacob? 

 

Because if Laban had praised or blessed Jacob he would have to feel obligated to 

Laban for his good words.  God did not want Jacob to be obligated to Laban in 

any way. 

 

     Torah Gems I:247 

And God came to Laban the Aramean in a 
dream of the night, and said unto him: 'Take 
heed to thyself that thou speak not to Jacob 
either good or bad.'  

ים אֶל  כד בֹּא אֱלֹהִׁ י-וַיָּ אֲרַמִׁ ן הָּ בָּ ה, לָּ לָּ יְּ ;  בַחֲלֹם הַלָּ

ֹּאמֶר לוֹ ךָ פֶן, וַי מֶר לְּ שָּ ם-הִׁ דַבֵר עִׁ ב-תְּ טוֹב  --יַעֲקֹּ מִׁ

ע-עַד .רָּ  



Vayetze    Genesis 31:24:10-18 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Be careful that you do not speak to Jacob either good or bad. 

 

People who are inherently bad express themselves in bad ways even if they might 

have no bad intent at that moment. 

 

A person who is usually bad will be thought of as having bad intent even if he does 

not have it. 

 

A person who habitually lies will not be believed even when he tells the truth. 
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And God came to Laban the Aramean in a 
dream of the night, and said unto him: 'Take 
heed to thyself that thou speak not to Jacob 
either good or bad.'  

ים אֶל  כד בֹּא אֱלֹהִׁ י-וַיָּ אֲרַמִׁ ן הָּ בָּ ה, לָּ לָּ יְּ ;  בַחֲלֹם הַלָּ

ֹּאמֶר לוֹ ךָ פֶן, וַי מֶר לְּ שָּ ם-הִׁ דַבֵר עִׁ ב-תְּ טוֹב  --יַעֲקֹּ מִׁ

ע-עַד .רָּ  



Vayetze    Genesis 31:29:1-6 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It is in my hands to do you evil. 

 

Note how legalistic Laban is.  

 

“God only told me not to do you evil with words.  But technically I could still do 

you evil with my deeds!!” 

 

If a  bad word is forbidden a bad deed is even more forbidden, 
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It is in the power of my hand to do you hurt; 
but the God of your father spoke unto me 
yesternight, saying: Take heed to thyself that 
thou speak not to Jacob either good or bad.  

י-יֶש  כט אֵל יָּדִׁ ע, לְּ כֶם רָּ מָּ וֵאלֹהֵי  ; לַעֲשׂוֹת עִׁ

ר מַר אֵלַי לֵאמֹּ יכֶם אֶמֶש אָּ ךָ  , אֲבִׁ מֶר לְּ שָּ הִׁ

ם דַבֵר עִׁ ב-מִׁ טוֹב עַד--יַעֲקֹּ ע-מִׁ . רָּ  



Vayetze    Genesis 32:3:12 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Machanaim – 2 camps 

 

This Sidrah has 148 verses which is the numerical equivalent of Machanaim. 

   

 Mem    -  40 

 Ches     -    8 

 Nun      -  50 

 Yud      -  10 

 Mem    -  40 

     

                     148 

And Jacob said when he saw them: 'This is 
God's camp.' And he called the name of that 
place Mahanaim. {P}  

ם  ג אָּ ב כַאֲשֶר רָּ ֹּאמֶר יַעֲקֹּ ים  , וַי מַחֲנֵה אֱלֹהִׁ

א שֵם; זֶה רָּ קְּ קוֹם הַהוּא-וַיִׁ יִׁם, הַמָּ {פ}  .מַחֲנָּ  



Vayetze    Genesis 32:4:1-3 

 

 

 

 

 

Why did he have to send any messengers, let sleeping dogs lie?  No, Esau might 

then hear from other sources that certain travelers are in the vicinity and it 

would be much worse for Jacob. 

 

Could he not have used human messengers?  Yes, but perhaps Esau would pounce 

on the messengers.  Angels would not be injured.  Angels could discern Esau’s 

mood and speak to him in accordance with his mood.  Also, angels would not 

have to travel, they could just turn around. 

 

Jacob sent the messengers in a spirit of brotherliness. 

 

Not “to the land but ‘artzah’, “toward the land”.  Angels only had to turn around 

and they were there.   

And Jacob sent messengers before him to Esau 
his brother unto the land of Seir, the field of 
Edom.  

יו  ד נָּ פָּ ים לְּ כִׁ אָּ ב מַלְּ לַח יַעֲקֹּ שְּ יו-אֶל, וַיִׁ חִׁ ו אָּ , עֵשָּׂ

יר ה שֵׂעִׁ צָּ דֵה אֱדוֹם, אַרְּ .שְּׂ  



Vayishlach (08) 
Genesis 32:4 



Vayishlach   Genesis 32:4:3 

 

 

 

 

 

 

And Jacob sent messengers (Angels) 

 

 but they could not produce results only when the leaders met face to face could 

 they make peace.  Therefore, do not rely on messengers whoever they are even 

Angels. 

     Torah Gems I:250 

 

Abraham Lincoln said.  I do not like that man very much.  I should get to know him 

better. 

Avot 2:5  Do not judge a person until you are in his place.  Usually meant in his 

circumstances but could also mean, until you reach him personally.  A face to 

face encounter may clarify his behavior. 

     Twerski Chumash 70 

And Jacob sent messengers before him to Esau 
his brother unto the land of Seir, the field of 
Edom.  

יו  ד נָּ פָּ ים לְּ כִׁ אָּ ב מַלְּ לַח יַעֲקֹּ שְּ יו-אֶל, וַיִׁ חִׁ ו אָּ , עֵשָּׂ
יר ה שֵׂעִׁ צָּ דֵה אֱדוֹם, אַרְּ .שְּׂ  



Vayishlach   Genesis 32:4:3 

 

 

 

 

 

Why did he have to send any messengers, let sleeping dogs lie?  No, Esau might 

then hear from other sources that certain travelers are in the vicinity and it 

would be much worse for Jacob. 

 

Could we not have used human messengers?  Yes, but perhaps Esau would pounce 

on the messengers.  Angels would not be harmed.  Plus angels could discern 

Esau’s mood and speak to him in accordance with his mood.  

 

Yacov sent the messengers in a spirit of brotherliness. 

 

Not “to the land but ‘artzah’, toward the land”.  Angels only had to turn around and 

they were there. 

And Jacob sent messengers before him to Esau 
his brother unto the land of Seir, the field of 
Edom.  

יו  ד נָּ פָּ ים לְּ כִׁ אָּ ב מַלְּ לַח יַעֲקֹּ שְּ יו-אֶל, וַיִׁ חִׁ ו אָּ , עֵשָּׂ
יר ה שֵׂעִׁ צָּ דֵה אֱדוֹם, אַרְּ .שְּׂ  



Vayetze    Genesis 32:4:3 

 

 

 

 

 

And Jacob sent messengers (Angels) 

 

 -  but they could not produce results.  Only when leaders meet face to face  

           can they make peace.  Therefore, do not rely on messengers, whoever they   

           are, even angels. 

 

Abraham Lincoln said, “I do not like that man very much I should get to know him 

better”. 

 

Avot 2:5  Do not judge a person until you are in his place.  Usually meant in his 

circumstances but could also mean until you reach him personally a face to face 

encounter may clarify his behavior. 

 

     Twerski Chumosh 70 

And Jacob sent messengers before him to Esau 
his brother unto the land of Seir, the field of 
Edom.  

יו  ד נָּ פָּ ים לְּ כִׁ אָּ ב מַלְּ לַח יַעֲקֹּ שְּ יו-אֶל, וַיִׁ חִׁ ו אָּ , עֵשָּׂ

יר ה שֵׂעִׁ צָּ דֵה אֱדוֹם, אַרְּ .שְּׂ  



Vayetze    Genesis 32:4:3 

 

 

 

 

 

Why did he have to send any messengers, let sleeping dogs lie?  No, Esau might 

then hear from other sources that certain travelers are in the vicinity and it 

would be much worse for Jacob. 

 

Could he not have used human messengers?  Yes, but perhaps Esau would pounce 

on the messengers.  Angels would not be injured.  Angels could discern Esau’s 

mood and speak to him in accordance with his mood.   

 

Jacob sent the messengers in a spirit of brotherliness. 

 

Not “to the land but ‘artzah’, “toward the land”.  Angels only had to turn around 

and they were there.   

And Jacob sent messengers before him to Esau 
his brother unto the land of Seir, the field of 
Edom.  

יו  ד נָּ פָּ ים לְּ כִׁ אָּ ב מַלְּ לַח יַעֲקֹּ שְּ יו-אֶל, וַיִׁ חִׁ ו אָּ , עֵשָּׂ

יר ה שֵׂעִׁ צָּ דֵה אֱדוֹם, אַרְּ .שְּׂ  



Vayishlach   Genesis 32:4:8-11 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Land of Seir to Edom’s field,. 

 

Shows what a spiteful person Esau was.  He never wanted to forget what Jacob had 

done to him.  ‘Seir’ means “goat”, to remind him of the goat hair skins Jacob 

wore when he tricked Isaac into blessing him.  ‘Edom’ means “red” the color of 

the stew for which Esau had sold his birthright Gen 25:30.  These names would 

remind him, so he would never forget and could remain angry with Jacob. 

 

     Meam Loez 3:113 

And Jacob sent messengers before him to Esau 
his brother unto the land of Seir, the field of 
Edom.  

יו  ד נָּ פָּ ים לְּ כִׁ אָּ ב מַלְּ לַח יַעֲקֹּ שְּ יו-אֶל, וַיִׁ חִׁ ו אָּ , עֵשָּׂ

יר ה שֵׂעִׁ צָּ דֵה אֱדוֹם, אַרְּ .שְּׂ  



Vayishlach   Genesis 32:5:1-5 

 

 

 

 

 

 

And he commanded them saying, “so you should say”.  Seems redundant.  

 

Not so, Jacob wanted the messengers to be very precise and to quote exactly the 

words Jacob would tell them to Esau i.e., “my master”, and, “so says your 

servant”, words of deference that might assuage any anger or hatred Esau still 

harbored against him.  He knew that a fight with Esau would endanger the lives 

and safety of his family and possessions. 

 

     Or HaChayim p275 

And he commanded them, saying: 'Thus shall 
ye say unto my lord Esau: Thus saith thy 
servant Jacob: I have sojourned with Laban, 
and stayed until now.  

ם  ה תָּ צַו אֹּ ר, וַיְּ רוּן, לֵאמֹּ ה תֹּאמְּ י  , כֹּ נִׁ לַאדֹּ

ו עֵשָּׂ מַר  :לְּ ה אָּ ב, כֹּ ךָ יַעֲקֹּ דְּ ם, עַבְּ י-עִׁ תִׁ ן גַרְּ בָּ , לָּ

ה-וָּאֵחַר עַד תָּ .עָּ  



Vayishlach   Genesis 32:5:14 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I lived with 

 

The word ‘garti’ has the numerical equivalent of 613. 

 gimel  = 3  resh  = 200     taf  = 400     yud = 10 = 613 

 

I lived with Lavan but I kept the 613 commandments. 

 

Rearrange the letters in ‘garti’ and you can make the mnemonic ‘taryag’  =  613. 

 

I lived with Lavan as a ‘ger’ “stranger” only here do I feel at home. 

 

I lived with Lavan who is an evil man and he did not hurt me so I know how to deal 

with evil.  Don’t you try to do evil to me. 

 

And he commanded them, saying: 'Thus shall 
ye say unto my lord Esau: Thus saith thy 
servant Jacob: I have lived with Laban, and 
stayed until now.  

ם  ה תָּ צַו אֹּ ר, וַיְּ רוּן, לֵאמֹּ ה תֹּאמְּ י  , כֹּ נִׁ לַאדֹּ

ו עֵשָּׂ מַר  :לְּ ה אָּ ב, כֹּ ךָ יַעֲקֹּ דְּ ם, עַבְּ י-עִׁ תִׁ ן גַרְּ בָּ , לָּ

ה-וָּאֵחַר עַד תָּ .עָּ  



Vayishlach   Genesis 32:6:3-4 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I have acquired an ox, a donkey, a sheep a servant and a maid,  

 

in the singular. 

 

Therefore, do not look at me as wealthy or as a threat. 

 

     Meam Loez 3:115 

And I have oxen, and asses and flocks, and 
men-servants and maid-servants; and I have 
sent to tell my lord, that I may find favour in 
thy sight.'  

י  ו הִׁ י שוֹר וַחֲמוֹר-וַיְּ ה, לִׁ חָּ פְּ שִׁ עֶבֶד וְּ ֹּאן וְּ ;  צ

י נִׁ יד לַאדֹּ הַגִׁ ה לְּ חָּ לְּ צֹּא, וָּאֶשְּ מְּ עֵינֶיךָ-לִׁ .חֵן בְּ  



Vayishlach   Genesis 32:7:6-10 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We came to your brother, to Esau. 

 

This seems redundant we know Esau is Jacob’s brother. 

The messengers wanted to convey to Jacob we came to your brother, although you 

consider him a brother he behaves like Esau an infamous evil doer. 

 

He is coming to “greet you” with 400 armed men. 

 

     Meam Loez 3:117 

And the messengers returned to Jacob, saying: 
'We came to thy brother Esau, and moreover 
he cometh to meet thee, and four hundred 
men with him.'  

בוּ  ז ים, וַיָּשֻׁ כִׁ אָּ ב-אֶל, הַמַלְּ ר, יַעֲקֹּ אנוּ   :לֵאמֹּ בָּ

יךָ-אֶל חִׁ ו-אֶל, אָּ ךָ, עֵשָּׂ אתְּ רָּ קְּ לֵךְ לִׁ גַם הֹּ ,  וְּ

בַע אַרְּ מוֹ-וְּ יש עִׁ . מֵאוֹת אִׁ  



Vayishlach   Genesis 32:8:1-5 

 

 

 

 

 

 

And Jacob was very afraid and he was distressed. 

 

He was afraid of being killed or of  being forced to kill Esau in 

 self defense.   Rashi 

     Kestenbaum 75 

 

He was distressed that they should meet garbed in clothes for war which when Esau 

sees Jacob so dressed that may precipitate an encounter. 

 

He was afraid and that caused him distress since he felt he should have enough faith 

in God to not be fearful. 

 

     Or HaChayim p276 

     Torah Gems  I:25  

Then Jacob was greatly afraid and was 
distressed. And he divided the people that was 
with him, and the flocks, and the herds, and 
the camels, into two camps.  

ד  ח אֹּ ב מְּ א יַעֲקֹּ ירָּ -וַיַחַץ אֶת; וַיֵצֶר לוֹ, וַיִׁ

ם אֲשֶר עָּ תוֹ-הָּ אֶת, אִׁ אֶת-וְּ ֹּאן וְּ ר  -הַצ קָּ הַבָּ

ים מַלִׁ הַגְּ נֵי מַחֲנוֹת--וְּ שְּ .לִׁ  



Vayishlach   Genesis 32:8:1-3 

 

 

 

 

 

Then Jacob was greatly afraid. 

 

Why should he fear Esau? 

Because Esau had some merits and Jacob had some merits but also demerits. 

1. He lived in Eretz Israel  1.  Kept all 613 commandments 

 Therefore living in Israel can be    

 considered equal to keeping all the  

 613 commandments. 

2. Esau kept the commandment  2.  Jacob had not kept the command to 

to honor his father perfectly.       honor his father.  His parents told 

          him to go to Laban for 7 years he 

          stayed 20 years. 

      3.  He did not study Torah being busy 

          with the sheep. 

     Meam Loez 3:118 

Then Jacob was greatly afraid and was 
distressed. And he divided the people that was 
with him, and the flocks, and the herds, and 
the camels, into two camps.  

ד  ח אֹּ ב מְּ א יַעֲקֹּ ירָּ -וַיַחַץ אֶת; וַיֵצֶר לוֹ, וַיִׁ

ם אֲשֶר עָּ תוֹ-הָּ אֶת, אִׁ אֶת-וְּ ֹּאן וְּ ר  -הַצ קָּ הַבָּ

ים מַלִׁ הַגְּ נֵי מַחֲנוֹת--וְּ שְּ .לִׁ  



Vayishlach   Genesis 32:8:1-3 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The following of even one Mitzvah has great value.  A rich man once taunted 

R’Levi Yitzchak of Berditchev saying, “look, God said He would punish those 

who violate the Torah.  I have transgressed all the Torah prohibitions and just 

look at me, I am wealthy, healthy, happy and lack for nothing”. 

 

R Levi Yitzchak answered.  “How do you know that God punishes sinners, you read 

it in the Shema.  You should know that the Mitzvah of reading the Shema even 

once is so great that you achieved such prosperity.  Imagine how successful you 

would be if you had performed more Mitzvot?” 

 

     Twerski Chumash 71 

Then Jacob was greatly afraid and was 
distressed. And he divided the people that was 
with him, and the flocks, and the herds, and 
the camels, into two camps.  

ד  ח אֹּ ב מְּ א יַעֲקֹּ ירָּ -וַיַחַץ אֶת; וַיֵצֶר לוֹ, וַיִׁ

ם אֲשֶר עָּ תוֹ-הָּ אֶת, אִׁ אֶת-וְּ ֹּאן וְּ ר  -הַצ קָּ הַבָּ

ים מַלִׁ הַגְּ נֵי מַחֲנוֹת--וְּ שְּ .לִׁ  



Vayishlach   Genesis 32:9:12 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Do not rely on miracles alone.  You must be proactive.  Praise the Lord but pass the 

ammunition. 

 

We see that Jacob approached Esau with a three pronged plan: 

 1.  win him over with gifts   -  presents 

 2.  pray for God’s intercession   -  prayer 

 3.  prepare for    -  battle 

  1.  armed himself for the possibility of battle 

  2.  And divided his camp. 

 

     Munk p107 

And he said: 'If Esau come to the one camp, 
and smite it, then the camp which is left shall 
escape.'  

ֹּאמֶר  ט ם, וַי ו אֶל-אִׁ הַמַחֲנֶה  -יָּבוֹא עֵשָּׂ

כָּהוּ הִׁ אַחַת וְּ ר--הָּ אָּ שְּ יָּה הַמַחֲנֶה הַנִׁ הָּ , וְּ

ה לֵיטָּ פְּ .לִׁ  



Vayishlach   Genesis 32:9:9-12 

 

 

 

 

 

The other company which is left will escape. 

 

‘Vehaya’ implies joy. 

Joy in the fact that in future persecutions Jews in one center will escape.  There will 

never be a total destruction of the Jewish people. 

It is a kindness that God scattered us all over the world.  It prepared us to escape by 

use of three things: 

  gifts 

  prayer – if prayer won’t work what good are gifts or fighting 

  war  

The prayers are that the gifts be accepted or that we win the war.  This process 

teaches us not to put all our possessions in one place in war.  Not all our eggs in 

one basket. 

     Torah Gems I:256 

     Meam Loez 3:120 

And he said: 'If Esau come to the one camp, 
and smite it, then the camp which is left shall 
escape.'  

ֹּאמֶר  ט ם, וַי ו אֶל-אִׁ הַמַחֲנֶה  -יָּבוֹא עֵשָּׂ

כָּהוּ הִׁ אַחַת וְּ ר--הָּ אָּ שְּ יָּה הַמַחֲנֶה הַנִׁ הָּ , וְּ

ה לֵיטָּ פְּ .לִׁ  



Vayishlach   Genesis 32:10:6-8 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jacob used the name of Isaac. 

 

Even though he was alive (and God’s name is not normally associated with a living 

person in this way because he was merely reiterating God’s words see Gen 

28:13. 

 

Esau had great respect for his father and Jacob wanted to mention Isaac’s name to 

remind Esau. 

If Esau was actually coming to kill him it might mean that Isaac was dead and   

    then it would be appropriate to use his name. 

 

     Meam Loez 3:124 

And Jacob said: 'O God of my father Abraham, 
and God of my father Isaac, O LORD, who 
saidst unto me: Return unto thy country, and 
to thy kindred, and I will do thee good;  

ֹּאמֶר  י ב, וַי ם, יַעֲקֹּ הָּ רָּ י אַבְּ בִׁ וֵאלֹהֵי  , אֱלֹהֵי אָּ

ק חָּ צְּ י יִׁ בִׁ מֵר אֵלַי  :אָּ אֹּ הוָּה הָּ ךָ  , יְּ צְּ אַרְּ שוּב לְּ

ךָ תְּ מוֹלַדְּ ךְ--וּלְּ מָּ ה עִׁ יבָּ אֵיטִׁ . וְּ  



Vayishlach   Genesis 32:11:1-5 

 

 

 

 

 

I am not worthy of all the mercies and of all the truth. 

 

Ha′Chassidim  -  kindness,  Ha′emes  -  divine assistance. 

A goodness that cannot be repayed.  What could man give to God to pay back God’s 

kindness? 

 

Jacob was the recipient of two types of favors:  

 1.  to achieve wealth and  

 2.  to keep it against Lavan’s trickery. 

 

Any better explanation of these two words?    Or HaChayim  1:277 

Perhaps he referred to the following: 

 1.  God repaid him with benefits in compensation for his good deeds ‘emes’. 

2. Plus He gave him extra benefits ‘chessed’. 

I am not worthy of all the mercies, and of all 
the truth, which Thou hast shown unto Thy 
servant; for with my staff I passed over this 
Jordan; and now I am become two camps.  

ים  יא דִׁ ל הַחֲסָּ כֹּ י מִׁ תִׁ נְּ טֹּ כָּל, קָּ אֱמֶת-וּמִׁ אֲשֶר , הָּ

יתָּ  שִׁׂ דֶךָ-אֶת, עָּ י  :עַבְּ לִׁ מַקְּ י בְּ י אֶת, כִׁ תִׁ בַרְּ -עָּ

דֵן הַזֶה י, הַיַרְּ יתִׁ יִׁ ה הָּ עַתָּ נֵי מַחֲנוֹת, וְּ שְּ .לִׁ  



Vayishlach   Genesis 32:11:1-3 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I am not worthy of all the mercies. 

 

A person who demands the return of something he is owed can only ask till he 

obtains the item back. 

 

A person who asks for a gift can be given one and still ask for further mercies,. 

 

If we had been granted God’s favors for our good deeds we could come to a point 

where we would have been fully paid but since we receive God’s favor through 

His mercy and loving kindness we can hope there will be no end to that. 

 

     Torah Gems 1:257 

I am not worthy of all the mercies, and of all 
the truth, which Thou hast shown unto Thy 
servant; for with my staff I passed over this 
Jordan; and now I am become two camps.  

ים  יא דִׁ ל הַחֲסָּ כֹּ י מִׁ תִׁ נְּ טֹּ כָּל, קָּ אֱמֶת-וּמִׁ אֲשֶר , הָּ

יתָּ  שִׁׂ דֶךָ-אֶת, עָּ י  :עַבְּ לִׁ מַקְּ י בְּ י אֶת, כִׁ תִׁ בַרְּ -עָּ

דֵן הַזֶה י, הַיַרְּ יתִׁ יִׁ ה הָּ עַתָּ נֵי מַחֲנוֹת, וְּ שְּ .לִׁ  



Vayishlach   Genesis 32:11:1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I am not worthy. 

 

A Rebbe said, “A Torah sage must have 1/8 of 1/8 of pride” (Sotah 5).  In other 

words even though pride is a negative quality a person should have a little of it. 

 

Vayishlach is the 8th Sidra in the Torah and the 8th verse in the Sidra is, “I am not 

worthy of all these mercies”.  Everything came to him through God’s mercies. 

 

     Torah Gems I:256 

I am not worthy of all the mercies, and of all 
the truth, which Thou hast shown unto Thy 
servant; for with my staff I passed over this 
Jordan; and now I am become two camps.  

ים  יא דִׁ ל הַחֲסָּ כֹּ י מִׁ תִׁ נְּ טֹּ כָּל, קָּ אֱמֶת-וּמִׁ אֲשֶר , הָּ

יתָּ  שִׁׂ דֶךָ-אֶת, עָּ י  :עַבְּ לִׁ מַקְּ י בְּ י אֶת, כִׁ תִׁ בַרְּ -עָּ

דֵן הַזֶה י, הַיַרְּ יתִׁ יִׁ ה הָּ עַתָּ נֵי מַחֲנוֹת, וְּ שְּ .לִׁ  



Vayishlach   Genesis 32:12:1-6 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Deliver me I pray you from the hand of my brother from the hand of Esau. 

 

It seems redundant to say, ‘hand of my brother from the hand of Esau’, the same 

person. 

 

He actually is saying: 

 

Deliver me from him whether he comes in the guise of my brother, seemingly 

benevolent, or in the guise of Esau.  Both ways are dangerous.  One poses 

spiritual danger the other physical danger. 

 

     Torah Gems I:258 

Deliver me, I pray Thee, from the hand of my 
brother, from the hand of Esau; for I fear him, 
lest he come and smite me, the mother with 
the children.  

י  יב חִׁ יַד אָּ י נָּא מִׁ ילֵנִׁ ו, הַצִׁ יַד עֵשָּׂ י  :מִׁ -כִׁ

י כִׁ נֹּ תוֹ, יָּרֵא אָּ י-פֶן--אֹּ כַנִׁ הִׁ -אֵם עַל, יָּבוֹא וְּ

ים נִׁ .בָּ  



Vayishlach   Genesis 32:13:6-10 

 

 

 

 

 

 

And Jacob said… and you said “I will make your children like the sands of the sea”. 

 

Actually God had never promised Jacob that he would make his children like the 

sand of the sea but as the dust of the earth Gen 28:14.  But God did promise it 

to Abraham.   Jacob included it on his own accord. 

 

 stars     -  individual, separate independent, each bright and brilliant. 

 sand     -  individual yet can combine and be powerful. 

 dust      -  combined and not divisible. 

 

     Meam Loez 3:125 

And Thou saidst: I will surely do thee good, 
and make thy seed as the sand of the sea, 
which cannot be numbered for multitude.'  

תָּ   יג מַרְּ ה אָּ אַתָּ ךְ, וְּ מָּ יב עִׁ ;  הֵיטֵב אֵיטִׁ

י אֶת תִׁ שַׂמְּ חוֹל הַיָּם-וְּ עֲךָ כְּ פֵר  -אֲשֶר לֹּא, זַרְּ סָּּ יִׁ

ב .מֵרֹּ  



Vayishlach   Genesis 32:14:5-8 

 

 

 

 

 

 

He took that which came to his hand. 

 

He picked the animals at random.  Since they would be sent to a man as immoral as 

Esau he left it up to destiny to decide which animal would be sent to Esau as a 

tribute.  Obviously, it is preferable for an animal to be slaughtered in a Kosher 

manner and be eaten by a saint like Jacob. 

 

     Meam Loez 3:126 

And he lodged there that night; and took of 
that which he had with him a present for Esau 
his brother:  

ם  יד לֶן שָּ ה הַהוּא, וַיָּ לָּ ן; בַלַיְּ קַח מִׁ א  -וַיִׁ הַבָּ

יָּדוֹ ה, בְּ חָּ נְּ יו--מִׁ חִׁ ו אָּ עֵשָּׂ . לְּ  



Vayishlach   Genesis 32:15:1-2    

     Genesis 32:16:1-2 

 

 

 

 

 

The total number of animals mentioned in these two sentences is precisely 580 head.  

This alludes to the fact that the royal line of Edom, Esau, began 580 years before 

that of Israel. 

580 also alludes to the gematria, the numerical value of the word ‘Sair’ to  

 compensate for the trick done with the ‘sair’  “hair coat” or that Esau’s  

 strength and power comes from sair.    200 she goats 

 These gifts from Jacob of 580 animals      20 he goats 

 were supposed to neutralize that power  200 ewes 

 of  Esau that came from sair.     20 rams 

Note:  Shin-300, ayin-70, yud-10, resh-200 = 580      30 camels 

             30 colts 

             40 cows 

             10 bulls 

             20 she donkeys 

            10 he donkeys 

    Or HaChayim 1:278 580  

  
            

      

two hundred she-goats and twenty he-goats, two 
hundred ewes and twenty rams,  

ים . טו חֵלִׁ ים רְּ רִׁ ים עֶשְּׂ יָּשִׁ ם וּתְּ אתַיִׁ ים מָּ זִׁ עִׁ

ים רִׁ ים עֶשְּׂ אֵילִׁ ם וְּ אתַיִׁ :מָּ  

Thirty nursing camels with their young, forty cows and 
ten bulls, twenty she donkeys and ten he donkeys. 

רוֹת  . טז  ים פָּ לשִׁ נֵיהֶם שְּ יקוֹת וּבְּ ים מֵינִׁ מַלִׁ גְּ

ם   יָּרִׁ ים וַעְּ רִׁ ת עֶשְּׂ נֹּ ה אֲתֹּ רָּ ים עֲשָּׂ רִׁ ים וּפָּ עִׁ בָּ אַרְּ

ה רָּ :עֲשָּׂ  



Vayishlach   Genesis 32:15:1-2 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A verse of 8 words all ending in the letter mem. 

 

     Vilna Goan 

     Shulman 

two hundred she-goats and twenty he-goats, 
two hundred ewes and twenty rams,  

אתַיִׁם  טו ים מָּ זִׁ ים, עִׁ רִׁ ים עֶשְּׂ יָּשִׁ ים , וּתְּ חֵלִׁ רְּ

ם אתַיִׁ ים, מָּ רִׁ ים עֶשְּׂ אֵילִׁ . וְּ  



Vayishlach   Genesis 32:17:12-17 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Put a space between one drove and the next. 

 

‘Ve-revach’  -  “a space”. 

This word occurs in two places in the Bible. 

In Esther 4:14  -  an enlargement and deliverance will arise to the Jews. 

Jacob implores God, when troubles come upon my descendants please do not bring 

them one after another but give them space between their troubles. 

 

     Torah Gems 1:251 

And he delivered them into the hand of his 
servants, every drove by itself; and said unto 
his servants: 'Pass over before me, and put a 
space betwixt drove and drove.' 

תֵן  יז יַד, וַיִׁ יו-בְּ דָּ בַדוֹ, עֵדֶר עֵדֶר, עֲבָּ ; לְּ

ֹּאמֶר אֶל יו-וַי דָּ נַי, עֲבָּ פָּ רוּ לְּ בְּ רֶוַח , עִׁ וְּ

ימוּ שִׁׂ . בֵין עֵדֶר וּבֵין עֵדֶר, תָּ  



Vayishlach   Genesis 32:19:2-3 

 

 

 

 

 

To your servant Jacob. 

 

The Talmud teaches there are four groups who will not experience the world to 

come: 

 

 1 scoffers 2 liars 3 slanderers 4 flatterers 

 

However, it is permissible to flatter a wicked person to escape the danger he poses.  

Others say, it is not permitted even in those circumstances but equivocal flattery 

is permitted, as Jacob did here. 

 

     Meam Loez 3:129 

then thou shalt say: They are thy servant 
Jacob's; it is a present sent unto my lord, even 
unto Esau; and, behold, he also is behind us.'  

תָּ   יט מַרְּ אָּ ב, וְּ יַעֲקֹּ ךָ לְּ דְּ עַבְּ וא  --לְּ ה הִׁ חָּ נְּ מִׁ

ה לוּחָּ ו, שְּ עֵשָּׂ י לְּ נִׁ נֵה גַם; לַאדֹּ הִׁ ,  הוּא-וְּ

. אַחֲרֵינוּ  



Vayishlach   Genesis 32:23:4-13 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jacob took his wives before his children. 

Previously in Gen 31:17 he took his children first and we said it was because saints 

consider their children more valuable than their wives. 

In this case since he was crossing a rapidly flowing river into a dangerous 

environment he took his wives first, in order to better protect his children from 

the danger. 

 

     Meam Loez 3:130 

And he rose up that night, and took his two 
wives, and his two handmaids, and his eleven 
children, and passed over the ford of the 
Jabbok.  

ה הוּא  כג לָּ ם בַלַיְּ קַח אֶת, וַיָּקָּ יו  -וַיִׁ תֵי נָּשָּ שְּ

אֶת יו-וְּ תָּ חֹּ פְּ תֵי שִׁ אֶת, שְּ ר-וְּ שָּׂ יו, אַחַד עָּ דָּ לָּ ;  יְּ

ר .אֵת מַעֲבַר יַבֹּק, וַיַעֲבֹּ  



Vayishlach   Genesis 32:25:5-6 

 

 

 

 

 

And Jacob was left alone and wrestled with him till day break  

 

unprotected by his family and friends. 

  

     Torah Gems I:260 

 

Being left alone, isolated and detached from others and with no one there for whom 

one could do acts of kindness (chesed) which is one of man’s most important 

functions, leaves a person vulnerable to the Yetzer Hara.  The commentators 

say that Jacob wrestled with the Yetzer Hara. 

     Twerski Chumosh 72 

 

 

And Jacob was left alone; and there wrestled a 
man with him until the breaking of the day.  

ב  כה תֵר יַעֲקֹּ וָּּ בַדוֹ, וַיִׁ מוֹ; לְּ יש עִׁ בֵק אִׁ ,  וַיֵאָּ

חַר . עַד עֲלוֹת הַשָּ  



Vayishlach   Genesis 32:27:9-11 

 

 

 

 

 

And he said, “I will not let you go except you bless me”. 

 

Jacob wanted an assent to the blessing which Yitzchak gave him from Esau’s angel 

himself. 

 

 -  Jacob did not ask for a new blessing. 

 -  Jacob’s status would be made more secure by Esau recognizing his right to it. 

 

     Torah Gems I:262 

And he said: 'Let me go, for the day breaketh.' 
And he said: 'I will not let thee go, except thou 
bless me.'  

י  כז חֵנִׁ ֹּאמֶר שַלְּ חַר, וַי ה הַשָּ לָּ י עָּ ֹּאמֶר  ; כִׁ וַי

ֹּא אֲשַלֵחֲךָ ם, ל י אִׁ י-כִׁ נִׁ תָּ .בֵרַכְּ  



Vayishlach   Genesis 32:29:16 

 

 

 

 

 

You have contended with God and with men and have won. 

 

Won?  And remained a cripple?  What kind of victory is that? 

 

If Jacob came out of a philosophical argument with an angel crippled, it is proof that 

the angel did not have any convincing argument and had to revert to force. 

 

This is proof that the argument of the angel is in the wrong and that in the argument 

Yaakov prevailed. 

 

     Torah Gems I:263 

 

 

And he said: 'Thy name shall be called no more 
Jacob, but Israel; for thou hast striven with 
God and with men, and hast prevailed.'  

ֹּאמֶר  כט ךָ, וַי מְּ מֵר עוֹד שִׁ ב יֵאָּ ֹּא יַעֲקֹּ י--ל , כִׁ

ם אֵל-אִׁ רָּ שְּׂ י  :יִׁ ם-כִׁ יתָּ עִׁ רִׁ ם-שָּׂ עִׁ ים וְּ -אֱלֹהִׁ

ים .וַתוּכָּל, אֲנָּשִׁ  



Vayishlach   Genesis 32:29:9 

 

 

 

 

 

Israel 

 

 

So we truly are the children of these ancestors that make up the name Yisroel.  

 

Yud  Yaakov, Yitzchak 

Shin Sarah 

Resh Rachel, Rivka 

Aleph Abraham 

Lamid Leah 

And he said: 'Thy name shall be called no more 
Jacob, but Israel; for thou hast striven with 
God and with men, and hast prevailed.'  

ֹּאמֶר  כט ךָ, וַי מְּ מֵר עוֹד שִׁ ב יֵאָּ ֹּא יַעֲקֹּ י--ל , כִׁ

ם אֵל-אִׁ רָּ שְּׂ י  :יִׁ ם-כִׁ יתָּ עִׁ רִׁ ם-שָּׂ עִׁ ים וְּ -אֱלֹהִׁ

ים .וַתוּכָּל, אֲנָּשִׁ  



Vayishlach   Genesis 32:28:6 

     Genesis 32:29:10--13 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

You have striven with the Divine. 

 

Jacob’s name ‘Yaakov’ is related to the noun “Eikev’ “heel”  Gen 25:26, 

 

and to the verb ‘Akev’  “to outsmart or deceive” Gen 27:36.  The name suggests 

trickery and deceit. 

 

His new name ‘Yisroel’  is related to ‘sererah’ “authority or superiority” (Rashi) and 

“prince” (Ralbag). 

  

     Kestenbaum 95 

And he said: 'Thy name shall be called no more 
Jacob, but Israel; for thou hast striven with 
God and with men, and hast prevailed.'  

ֹּאמֶר  כט ךָ, וַי מְּ מֵר עוֹד שִׁ ב יֵאָּ ֹּא יַעֲקֹּ י--ל , כִׁ

ם אֵל-אִׁ רָּ שְּׂ י  :יִׁ ם-כִׁ יתָּ עִׁ רִׁ ם-שָּׂ עִׁ ים וְּ -אֱלֹהִׁ

ים .וַתוּכָּל, אֲנָּשִׁ  

And he said unto him: 'What is thy name?' And 
he said: 'Jacob.'  

יו  כח ֹּאמֶר אֵלָּ מֶךָ-מַה, וַי ֹּאמֶר; שְּ ב, וַי .יַעֲקֹּ  



Vayishlach   Genesis 32:29:9 

 

 

 

 

 

God’s honest man – Yashar El-Yisroel. 

 

Changing one’s name can annul an evil decree.  Perhaps the decree that Esau might 

kill Jacob was annulled with the change of name. 

 

Sick people change their name to annul a bad decree. 

 

     Meam Loez 3:139 

And he said: 'Thy name shall be called no more 
Jacob, but Israel; for thou hast striven with 
God and with men, and hast prevailed.'  

ֹּאמֶר  כט ךָ, וַי מְּ מֵר עוֹד שִׁ ב יֵאָּ ֹּא יַעֲקֹּ י--ל , כִׁ

ם אֵל-אִׁ רָּ שְּׂ י  :יִׁ ם-כִׁ יתָּ עִׁ רִׁ ם-שָּׂ עִׁ ים וְּ -אֱלֹהִׁ

ים .וַתוּכָּל, אֲנָּשִׁ  



Vayishlach   Genesis 32:31:5 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jacob called the place ‘paniel’ - as a contraction of ‘panisi El’ “I have faced God” 

 

The Torah designates the place ‘panuel’ s a command for future generations to 

‘penu El’  “turn toward God”. 

 

     Kol HaTorah 

     Kestenbaum 77 

And Jacob called the name of the place Peniel: 
'for I have seen God face to face, and my life is 
preserved.'  

קוֹם  לא ב שֵם הַמָּ א יַעֲקֹּ רָּ קְּ יאֵל, וַיִׁ נִׁ י  :פְּ -כִׁ

ים אֶל נִׁ ים פָּ י אֱלֹהִׁ יתִׁ אִׁ ים-רָּ נִׁ י, פָּ שִׁ צֵל נַפְּ נָּ .וַתִׁ  



Vayishlach   Genesis 32:32:1-3 

 

 

 

 

 

The sun rose for him… 

 

 

The sun rose especially for Jacob to soothe his pain from the injured hip hurt in the 

wrestling with the angel. 

 

The sun heals the wounds of saints and burns the likes of Esau. 

 

     Meam Loez 3:140 

And the sun rose upon him as he passed over 
Peniel, and he limped upon his thigh.  

רַח  לב זְּ בַר אֶת, לוֹ הַשֶמֶש-וַיִׁ נוּאֵל-כַאֲשֶר עָּ ;  פְּ

לֵעַ  הוּא צֹּ רֵכוֹ-עַל, וְּ .יְּ  



Vayishlach   Genesis 32:33:3-9 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The children of Israel are not to eat the sciatic nerve (the displaced sinew). 

 

This is the first negative commandment in the Torah. 

 

The prohibition includes the sciatic nerve and the common peroneal nerve on both 

sides and all the fat covering the sciatic nerve (see Chullin 91a). 

 

All these parts must be removed before the flesh may be eaten.  Chullin 92b.  Meat 

can be prepared this way and is available in Israel. 

 

     Kestenbaum 77 

Therefore the children of Israel eat not the 
sinew of the thigh-vein which is upon the 
hollow of the thigh, unto this day; because he 
touched the hollow of Jacob's thigh, even in 
the sinew of the thigh-vein.  

נֵי-כֵן לֹּא-עַל  לג לוּ בְּ ֹּאכְּ אֵל אֶת-י רָּ שְּׂ יד  -יִׁ גִׁ

הַיוֹם , עַד, כַף הַיָּרֵךְ-אֲשֶר עַל, הַנָּשֶה

כַף  :הַזֶה גַע בְּ י נָּ ב-כִׁ יד הַנָּשֶה, יֶרֶךְ יַעֲקֹּ גִׁ .בְּ  



Vayishlach   Genesis 33:4:8 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

And he kissed him. 

 

The word “and he kissed him” is marked with dots on every letter suggesting that 

some of the extra ink is placed there instead of words,  the Rabbi’s doubted 

whether Esau’s kiss was genuine. 

 

     Soncino p125 

     Hertz 

And Esau ran to meet him, and embraced him, 
and fell on his neck, and kissed him; and they 
wept.  

קֵהוּ  ד חַבְּ אתוֹ וַיְּ רָּ קְּ ו לִׁ ץ עֵשָּׂ רָּ ל עַל, וַיָּ פֹּ -וַיִׁ

קֵהוּ שָּ ו וַיִׁ כוּ; צַוָּּארָּ בְּ . וַיִׁ  



Vayishlach   Genesis 33:7:6-9 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Finally Joseph and Rachel came forward. 

 

Note that Joseph is mentioned before Rachel.  Joseph stood in front of her to protect 

her.  For this he was rewarded. 

 

      

     Meam Loez 3:148 

Behold, we were binding sheaves in the midst of 
the field, and behold, my sheaf arose and also 
stood upright, and behold, your sheaves 
encircled [it] and prostrated themselves to my 
sheaf." 

דֶה  . ז תוֹךְ הַשָּ ים בְּ ים אֲלֻׁמִׁ מִׁ אַלְּ נוּ מְּ נֵה אֲנַחְּ הִׁ וְּ

בֶינָּה   סֻׁ נֵה תְּ הִׁ ה וְּ בָּ צָּ גַם נִׁ י וְּ תִׁ ה אֲלֻׁמָּ מָּ נֵה קָּ הִׁ וְּ

י תִׁ ָּ לַאֲלֻׁמָּ תַחֲוֶין שְּ תֵיכֶם וַתִׁ :אֲלֻׁמֹּ  



Vayishlach   Genesis 33:9:3-6 

      

 

 

 

 

 

I have plenty – my brother. 

 

Why did Esau add the word ‘my brother’, to whom else could he have been 

speaking? 

 

He used the words my brother to indicate that his reconciliation with Jacob was 

because they were brothers and not because of the bribe the gifts that Yaakov 

gave him. 

 

His claim of brotherliness would have been better proved if he had not accepted the 

gifts. 

 

     Or HaChayim  p280 

And Esau said: 'I have enough; my brother, let 
that which thou hast be thine.'  

ו  ט ֹּאמֶר עֵשָּׂ ב-יֶש, וַי י רָּ י; לִׁ חִׁ ךָ אֲשֶר, אָּ י לְּ הִׁ ךְ-יְּ .לָּ  



Vayishlach   Genesis 33:10:18-20 

      

 

 

 

 

 

As one sees the face of God. 

 

What is the intent of this phrase? 

 

To implicate that Jacob has “friends in high places”.  He is acquainted with the face 

of God and Esau should be fearful of doing him harm. 

 

     Torah Temimah 1:143 

     Sotah 41b 

And Jacob said: 'Nay, I pray thee, if now I have 
found favour in thy sight, then receive my 
present at my hand; forasmuch as I have seen 
thy face, as one seeth the face of God, and 
thou wast pleased with me.  

ב  י ֹּאמֶר יַעֲקֹּ ם-אַל, וַי י חֵן -נָּא אִׁ אתִׁ צָּ נָּא מָּ

עֵינֶיךָ י, בְּ תִׁ חָּ נְּ תָּ מִׁ קַחְּ לָּ י, וְּ דִׁ יָּ י עַל  :מִׁ כֵן -כִׁ

נֶיךָ י פָּ יתִׁ אִׁ ים, רָּ נֵי אֱלֹהִׁ ת פְּ אֹּ רְּ י--כִׁ צֵנִׁ רְּ .וַתִׁ  



Vayishlach   Genesis 33:14:15-20 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

Until I come to Seir. 

 

But Jacob does not go to Seir he goes to Succoth. 

 

He perhaps says this so as not to let Esau know where he is actually going in order 

to prevent any cconfrontation. 

 

He may be referring to the ultimate meeting referred to in the Haftorah, Ovadiah 

1:21, “and liberators shall ascend to Mt Zion to judge the Mountain of Esau- 

Seir”. 

 

     Torah Temimah 1:145 

     TY - Avodah Zarah 2:1 

Let my lord, I pray thee, pass over before his 
servant; and I will journey on gently, according 
to the pace of the cattle that are before me 
and according to the pace of the children, until 
I come unto my lord unto Seir.'  

ר  יד י-יַעֲבָּ נִׁ דוֹ, נָּא אֲדֹּ נֵי עַבְּ פְּ ה  ; לִׁ נָּהֲלָּ י אֶתְּ וַאֲנִׁ

י טִׁ אִׁ אכָּה אֲשֶר, לְּ לָּ רֶגֶל הַמְּ רֶגֶל -לְּ נַי וּלְּ פָּ לְּ

ים דִׁ לָּ בֹּא אֶל-עַד אֲשֶר, הַיְּ י-אָּ נִׁ ה, אֲדֹּ ירָּ .שֵׂעִׁ  



Vayishlach   Genesis 33:15:11-16 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

Why do this?  Let me find favor (in the future) in your eyes. 

 

Rather than accept this offer of Esau’s men to protect him, which Jacob did not 

need, he preferred to request an ongoing future relationship of favor with him. 

 

     Or HaChayim  282 

And Esau said: 'Let me now leave with thee 
some of the folk that are with me.' And he 
said: 'What needeth it? let me find favour in 
the sight of my lord.'  

ו  טו ֹּאמֶר עֵשָּׂ יגָּה--וַי ךָ-אַצִׁ מְּ ן, נָּא עִׁ -מִׁ

י תִׁ ם אֲשֶר אִׁ עָּ ה זֶה; הָּ מָּ ֹּאמֶר לָּ ,  וַי

א צָּ י-אֶמְּ נִׁ עֵינֵי אֲדֹּ .חֵן בְּ  



Vayishlach   Genesis 33:15:3-5 

      

 

 

 

Let me assign to you some of the people who are with me.  

 

Jacob refuses, “to what purpose”, he asks? 

 

At first Esau is hostile then he changes and becomes overly friendly. 

 

Much like the Yetzer Hara,  if one tactic does not destroy the Jewish people perhaps 

another will. 

 

 We lost 6 million in the Holocaust but survived, 

 We have lost more than 6 million in the 50 years since the Holocaust through 

 intermarriage. 

Don’t hate us and don’t love us,  Jacob politely declined.  Jacob’s refusal to 

associate with Esau is  appropriate for us.  Courtesy and consideration with our 

neighbors?  Yes.  Fraternization?  No. 

     Twerski Chumosh 73 

And Esau said: 'Let me now leave with thee 
some of the folk that are with me.' And he 
said: 'What needeth it? let me find favour in 
the sight of my lord.'  

ו  טו ֹּאמֶר עֵשָּׂ יגָּה--וַי ךָ-אַצִׁ מְּ ן, נָּא עִׁ -מִׁ

י תִׁ ם אֲשֶר אִׁ עָּ ה זֶה; הָּ מָּ ֹּאמֶר לָּ ,  וַי

א צָּ י-אֶמְּ נִׁ עֵינֵי אֲדֹּ .חֵן בְּ  



Vayishlach   Genesis 33:17:12-15 

      

 

 

 

 

 

Jacob built for himself a house and for his cattle he built tents (Succos) and he 

called the name of the place “Succos”. 

 

Why “Succos” and not “House?”  To teach people when they ask why is this place 

called Succos he will be able to teach them the Torah principle of ‘Tzar baalei 

Chaim’ “to avoid causing discomfort to animals”.  Jacob expended great time, 

energy and money to provide his animals with a degree of comfort in winter 

and summer.  Calling attention to the name of the place allows us to stress that 

good deed. 

 

     Or HaChayim 282 

And Jacob journeyed to Succoth, and built him 
a house, and made booths for his cattle. 
Therefore the name of the place is called 
Succoth. {S}  

ה  יז תָּ כֹּ ב נָּסַע סֻׁ יַעֲקֹּ יִׁת, וְּ בֶן לוֹ בָּ נֵהוּ  ; וַיִׁ קְּ מִׁ וּלְּ

ת כֹּ ה סֻׁ שָּׂ א שֵם-עַל, עָּ רָּ קוֹם  -כֵן קָּ הַמָּ

כוֹת {ס}  .סֻׁ  



Vayishlach   Genesis 33:18:1-3 

      

 

 

 

 

 

Jacob arrived in peace (or complete) to Shechem. 

 

Jacob arrived in “Shalem” – peace.   Shalom is used as a mnemonic for: 

 

Shin  - shem  -  name  a good name – known for integrity 

Lamid   -  lashon  -  language speaks no gossip uses only proper words 

Mem   -  malbush  -  attire – clean – appropriate – respectful 

 

These identifying traits suggest a great deal about a person and we must strive  

such that each aspect of our external appearance and behavior be proper. 

 

     Ethical Wilis – Rabbi Nathaniel Stampfer p19 

And Jacob came in peace to the city of 
Shechem, which is in the land of Canaan, when 
he came from Paddan-aram; and encamped 
before the city.  

כֶם  יח יר שְּ לֵם עִׁ ב שָּ בֹּא יַעֲקֹּ אֶרֶץ , וַיָּ אֲשֶר בְּ

נַעַן אוֹ, כְּ בֹּ ם, בְּ פַדַן אֲרָּ חַן; מִׁ נֵי  -אֶת, וַיִׁ פְּ

יר עִׁ .הָּ  



Vayishlach   Genesis 33:19:1-4 

      

 

 

 

 

 

This verse speaks of one of the three real estate purchases in the Holy land that are 

recorded in the Tanach. 

 

Abraham purchased the cave of Machpelah  Gen 23:15-18. 

Jacob’s purchase of this campsite  Gen 33:19. 

David’s purchase of the site of the Holy Temple  Chronicles 21:25. 

 

No one but the nation of Israel can have legal claim to these sites. 

 

     Midrash Bereishis Rabbah 

     Kestenbaum 79 

And he bought the parcel of ground, where he 
had spread his tent, at the hand of the children 
of Hamor, Shechem's father, for a hundred 
pieces of money.  

קֶן אֶת  יט דֶה-וַיִׁ קַת הַשָּ ה, חֶלְּ -אֲשֶר נָּטָּ

הֳלוֹ ם אָּ נֵי, שָּ יַד בְּ כֶם, חֲמוֹר-מִׁ י שְּ --אֲבִׁ

ה מֵאָּ ה, בְּ יטָּ שִׁׂ .קְּ  



Vayishlach   Genesis 34:1:3-4 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

The daughter of Leah. 

 

Why mention this?  We know Dinah was Leah’s daughter.  It is to stress that like 

mother like daughter Leah had gone out to meet her husband (Gen 30:15) 

something quite forward in those times which gave a bad impression. 

 

As an only daughter she had no female companions so she went out to see the girls 

of the land. 

 

     Or HaChayim  p283 

And Dinah the daughter of Leah, whom she 
had borne unto Jacob, went out to see the 
daughters of the land.  

ינָּה בַת  א ה-וַתֵצֵא דִׁ ה  , לֵאָּ דָּ אֲשֶר יָּלְּ

ב יַעֲקֹּ אוֹת, לְּ רְּ רֶץ, לִׁ אָּ נוֹת הָּ בְּ . בִׁ  



Vayishlach   Genesis 34:1:1-2 

      

 

 

 

 

 

Dinah “going out”. 

 

Going out from the protection of the family circle indicating she had made herself 

vulnerable to Shechem’s attack by going into the midst of strangers. 

 

Dinah went out as “Leah went out to him”  30:16. 

 

     Torah Temimah 1:146 

     TY Sanhedrin 2:6 

And Dinah the daughter of Leah, whom she 
had borne unto Jacob, went out to see the 
daughters of the land.  

ינָּה בַת  א ה-וַתֵצֵא דִׁ ה  , לֵאָּ דָּ אֲשֶר יָּלְּ

ב יַעֲקֹּ אוֹת, לְּ רְּ רֶץ, לִׁ אָּ נוֹת הָּ בְּ . בִׁ  



Vayishlach   Genesis 34:2:7-8 

      

 

 

 

 

 

A prince of the Land. 

 

Shechem’s high position might explain why no one came to Dinah’s aid when she 

cried for help. 

 

     Or HaChayim 283 

And Shechem the son of Hamor the Hivite, the 
prince of the land, saw her; and he took her, 
and lay with her, and humbled her.  

כֶם בֶן  ב הּ שְּ תָּ א אֹּ י, חֲמוֹר-וַיַרְּ וִּׁ יא  --הַחִׁ שִׁׂ נְּ

רֶץ אָּ הּ; הָּ תָּ כַב אֹּ שְּ הּ וַיִׁ תָּ קַח אֹּ עַנֶהָּ , וַיִׁ .וַיְּ  



Vayishlach   Genesis 34:3:3 

      

 

 

 

 

 

Dinah 

 

How old was she at this time? 

 

She is slightly older than Joseph (see 30:21,24). 

 

Jacob left Horan 6 years after Joseph’s birth (30:27-28) and spent 2 years traveling 

to Beer Sheba (Rashi to 33:17). 

 

Dinah was about 9 years old when Shechem kidnapped her (Rabbeinu Bachya). 

 

     Kestenbaum 79 

And his soul did cleave unto Dinah the 
daughter of Jacob, and he loved the damsel, 
and spoke comfortingly unto the damsel.  

שוֹ  ג בַק נַפְּ דְּ ינָּה בַת, וַתִׁ דִׁ ב-בְּ ,  וַיֶאֱהַב; יַעֲקֹּ

דַבֵר, הַנַעֲרָּ -אֶת .לֵב הַנַעֲרָּ -עַל, וַיְּ  



Vayishlach   Genesis 34:3:8 

      

 

 

 

 

 

He loved the maiden and appealed to the emotions of the maiden.   

 

The Torah omits the feminine ‘heh’ of the word ‘Naara’ leaving it spelled like the 

masculine form ‘Naar’ “lad”. 

This indicates that Dinah did not act in a virtuous feminine manner.  She had made 

herself vulnerable to Shechem’s attack by “going out” 34:1 leaving the family 

circle and going into the midst of strangers. 

The Talmud (Kesubos 40b) explains that when the word is spelled in full it means a 

girl between 12-12½  and without the ‘heh’ any girl younger. 

 

     Monk 90 

And his soul did cleave unto Dinah the 
daughter of Jacob, and he loved the damsel, 
and spoke comfortingly unto the damsel.  

שוֹ  ג בַק נַפְּ דְּ ינָּה בַת, וַתִׁ דִׁ ב-בְּ ,  וַיֶאֱהַב; יַעֲקֹּ

דַבֵר, הַנַעֲרָּ -אֶת .לֵב הַנַעֲרָּ -עַל, וַיְּ  



Vayishlach   Genesis 34:11:3-4 

      

 

 

 

 

 

And Shechem spoke to her father and her brothers. 

 

And the sons of Jacob answered Shechem and his father Chamor. 

 

The sons of Jacob answered even though Jacob was present.  We see that Jacob was 

aware of their plot and stood by without trying to stop them.  If so why was he 

so angry at them when they carried it out successfully (V 30)? 

 

Because Jacob thought their plan regarding circumcision was meant to weaken the 

inhabitants so that  Jacob and his sons could rescue Dinah and flee the region.  

He never dreamt they would put the people to death. 

 

      Rambam 

      Kestenbaum 79 

And Shechem said unto her father and unto 
her brethren: 'Let me find favour in your eyes, 
and what ye shall say unto me I will give.  

כֶם אֶל  יא ֹּאמֶר שְּ אֶל-וַי יהָּ וְּ בִׁ א, אַחֶיהָּ -אָּ צָּ -אֶמְּ

עֵינֵיכֶם רוּ אֵלַי; חֵן בְּ .אֶתֵן, וַאֲשֶר תֹּאמְּ  



Vayishlach   Genesis 34:21 

      

 

 

 

 

 

They killed every male. 

 

What could be the justification kill those that did the crime as well as all those who 

did not?  Why would they have killed the innocent ones?  Because the males 

protected Shechem and Chamor so to get to the guilty persons they had to kill 

the others. 

Accessories to the crime kept Dinah kidnapped. 

 

The people failed to establish a judiciary to deal with the crimes of Shechem as is 

required by the Noachide laws, therefore, they were guilty of the death penalty. 

     Or HaChayim 287 

Why then was Jacob angry with them?  Not because what they did was wrong but 

because they endangered the entire family. 

      Ramban 

      Kestenbaum 79 

'These men are peaceable with us; therefore let 
them dwell in the land, and trade therein; for, 
behold, the land is large enough for them; let us 
take their daughters to us for wives, and let us 
give them our daughters.  

נוּ  כא תָּ ים הֵם אִׁ לֵמִׁ אֵלֶה שְּ ים הָּ אֲנָּשִׁ בוּ , הָּ יֵשְּ וְּ

הּ תָּ חֲרוּ אֹּ סְּ יִׁ רֶץ וְּ אָּ נֵה רַחֲבַת, בָּ רֶץ הִׁ אָּ הָּ , יָּדַיִׁם-וְּ

נֵיהֶם פְּ קַח-אֶת; לִׁ ם נִׁ תָּ נֹּ ים-בְּ נָּשִׁ נוּ לְּ אֶת, לָּ -וְּ

הֶם תֵן לָּ תֵינוּ נִׁ נֹּ .בְּ  



Vayishlach   Gen 35:8:1-4 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We have the notice that Deborah the nurse maid of Rebekah died.  But no where 

do we learn of Rebekah’s death.  She has been written out of the story.  She 

never sees her son Jacob again and we never hear of her death.  In this way 

the Torah teaches us about the punishment she received for instigating the 

deception of her husband Isaac by her son Jacob. 

 

     Gary Rendsburg p293 

And Deborah, Rebecca's nurse, died, and she 
was buried beneath Beth el, beneath the plain; 
so he named it Allon Bachuth. 

בֵר  . ח קָּ ה וַתִׁ קָּ בְּ ה מֵינֶקֶת רִׁ רָּ בֹּ ת דְּ מָּ וַתָּ

מוֹ   א שְּ רָּ קְּ אַלוֹן וַיִׁ בֵית אֵל תַחַת הָּ תַחַת לְּ מִׁ

כוּת :אַלוֹן בָּ  



Vayishlach   Genesis 35:8:13-14 

      

 

 

 

 

Another weeping. 

 

The name of the place where Deborah the wet nurse of Rebecca who had served 

Jacob died and was buried. 

 

It means another weeping.  Jacob was informed at this same time that his mother 

Rebecca had died.  Isaac had her buried secretly.  Isaac reasoned Abraham has 

died, I am confined by blindness, Yaacov is in Paddon Aram who from our 

family will attend the funeral and eulogize Rebecca only Esau?  And everyone 

present will curse Rebecca for having given birth to Esau.  So he buried her 

without fanfare. 

      Rambam 

      Kestenbaum 81 

And Deborah Rebekah's nurse died, and she 
was buried below Beth-el under the oak; and 
the name of it was called Allon-bacuth. {P}  

ה  ח קָּ בְּ ה מֵינֶקֶת רִׁ רָּ בֹּ ת דְּ מָּ בֵר  , וַתָּ קָּ וַתִׁ

בֵית תַחַת לְּ אַלוֹן-מִׁ מוֹ; אֵל תַחַת הָּ א שְּ רָּ קְּ , וַיִׁ

כוּת {פ}  .אַלוֹן בָּ  



Vayishlach   Genesis 35:18:8-9 

      

 

 

 

 

 

Ben oni  -  son of my sorrow. 

 

Ben-oni 

Benjamin  -  son of the right or south. 

Throughout the Torah the name Binyamin is written without the ‘yud’ before the 

final ‘mem’, only here it is written full. 

 

     Sotah 36b 

     Torah Temimah 

 

His name signifies Rachel’s pain during his birth. 

     Kestenbaum 81 

And it came to pass, as her soul was in 
departing--for she died--that she called his 
name Ben-oni; but his father called him 
Benjamin.  

הּ  יח שָּ צֵאת נַפְּ י בְּ הִׁ ה, וַיְּ י מֵתָּ מוֹ, כִׁ א שְּ רָּ קְּ ,  וַתִׁ

י-בֶן יו; אוֹנִׁ בִׁ אָּ א, וְּ רָּ ין-קָּ יָּמִׁ נְּ .לוֹ בִׁ  



Vayishlach   Genesis 35:22:13-14 

      

 

 

 

 

And Israel (Jacob) heard.  35:22:13-14 

 

And the sons of Jacob were twelve.  35:22:15-19 

 

This verse is one of three in the Torah to span 2 parsheios, ½ in one and ½ in the 

other. 

 

The other 2 are Num 26:1 and Deut 2:8.  There are also 25 more examples in the 

books of the prophets. 

 

They can be considered two separate verses or as 1 long verse therefore there are 2 

sets of  cantillation marks often superimposed on the same word which may 

 confuse the reader.  It may be read as 1 verse or 2 verses and a 3rd opinion says 

either way is ok. 

      Tikkun Soferim (Dubnal)  

      Kestenbaum 83 

And it came to pass, while Israel dwelt in that 
land, that Reuben went and lay with Bilhah his 
father's concubine; and Israel heard of it. {P} 
Now the sons of Jacob were twelve:  

י  כב הִׁ וא, וַיְּ רֶץ הַהִׁ אָּ אֵל בָּ רָּ שְּׂ ן יִׁ כֹּ שְּ וַיֵלֶךְ , בִׁ

כַב אֶת שְּ אוּבֵן וַיִׁ יו-רְּ בִׁ ילֶגֶש אָּ ה פִׁ הָּ לְּ מַע , בִׁ שְּ וַיִׁ

אֵל רָּ שְּׂ {פ}  ;יִׁ  



Vayishlach   Genesis 35:22:6-10 

      

 

 

 

 

 

Reuvan slept with Bilha 

 

What might be the significance of the eldest son doing this with his father’s 

maidservant? 

 

He usurped his father’s place.  In the end he is not given first born status. 

Instead Joseph does and Judah gets the Kingdom. 

  

Reuvan loses his first born status his mother was Leah 

 Bilha was the maidservant of Rachel. 

 

     Rabbi Norman Crandus 

And it came to pass, while Israel dwelt in that 
land, that Reuben went and lay with Bilhah his 
father's concubine; and Israel heard of it. {P} 
Now the sons of Jacob were twelve:  

י  כב הִׁ וא, וַיְּ רֶץ הַהִׁ אָּ אֵל בָּ רָּ שְּׂ ן יִׁ כֹּ שְּ וַיֵלֶךְ , בִׁ

כַב אֶת שְּ אוּבֵן וַיִׁ יו-רְּ בִׁ ילֶגֶש אָּ ה פִׁ הָּ לְּ מַע , בִׁ שְּ וַיִׁ

אֵל רָּ שְּׂ {פ}  ;יִׁ  



Vayishlach   Genesis 35:26:11-12 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

And these were the sons of Yaakov that was (were) born to him in Padan Aram. 

 

The word ‘Yulad’ is singular “he was born” instead of  ‘Yuladu’  “they were born”.  

This is to teach that they are considered one group of equals. 

 

      Midrash LeKach Tov 

      Kestenbaum 83 

and the sons of Zilpah, Leah's handmaid: Gad 
and Asher. These are the sons of Jacob, that 
were born to him in Paddan-aram.  

ה  כו חַת לֵאָּ פְּ ה שִׁ פָּ לְּ נֵי זִׁ שֵר, וּבְּ אָּ ד וְּ ; גָּ

ב נֵי יַעֲקֹּ ם-אֲשֶר יֻׁלַד, אֵלֶה בְּ פַדַן אֲרָּ . לוֹ בְּ  



Vayishlach   Genesis 36:12:10 

      

 

 

 

 

Why do we need to know this?  Because it teaches us an important lesson.  Timna 

wanted to convert to Judaism (Sanhedrin 99b) but Abraham, Isaac and Jacob all 

refused her.  They must have been correct to refuse her but did it in a manner 

that she felt rejected.  She was bitter and infused into her son, Amalek, the         

venomous hated that has continued through the ages i.e.,  Haman was an 

Amalekite. 

 

We may have to turn down a request but we must do so in a manner that does not 

compound disappointment with hurt and offend.  Put yourself in the other 

person’s position and choose your words carefully. 

 

     Twerski Chumosh 75 

 

 

And Timna was concubine to Eliphaz Esau's 
son; and she bore to Eliphaz Amalek. These 
are the sons of Adah Esau's wife.  

ילֶגֶש  יב ה פִׁ תָּ יְּ נַע הָּ מְּ תִׁ יפַז בֶן, וְּ ו-לֶאֱלִׁ ,  עֵשָּׂ

יפַז לֵק-אֶת, וַתֵלֶד לֶאֱלִׁ ה  , אֵלֶה; עֲמָּ דָּ נֵי עָּ בְּ

ו .אֵשֶת עֵשָּׂ  



Vayesheiv  (09) 
Genesis  37:1 



Vayesheiv   Genesis 37:1:3-7 

      

 

 

 

Jacob settled in the area where his father had lived in the Land of Canaan. 

 

The sentence Gen 35:27 says:  

“Jacob came to his father Isaac in Mamre, Kiriat Arba now known as Hebron”.  

Why does this sentence have to repeat that information and say in two ways, 

Jacob settled: 

 1.  in the area where his father had lived 

 2.  in the Land of Canaan? 

 

To teach us that it was the merit of his father Isaac that saved Jacob from the wrath 

and anger of Esau. 

 

Another explanation. 

In the last paragraph the Torah told us that Esau inherited the Land of Seir.  The 

Torah here tells us what Jacob’s inheritance was. 

 

     Meam Loez 3:229  

And Jacob dwelt in the land of his father's 
sojournings, in the land of Canaan.  

ב  א יו, וַיֵשֶב יַעֲקֹּ בִׁ גוּרֵי אָּ אֶרֶץ מְּ אֶרֶץ--בְּ עַן, בְּ נָּ .כְּ  



Vayesheiv   Genesis 37:1:3-7 

      

 

 

 

 

 

The redundancy is resolved by the Torah telling us something new. 

 

Jacob aspired to more than his father had. 

 

Jacob settled in the area in which his father had been only a  temporary          

sojourner.  Jacob would live there permanently.   

 

     Meam Loez 3:230 

And Jacob dwelt in the land of his father's 
sojournings, in the land of Canaan.  

ב  א יו, וַיֵשֶב יַעֲקֹּ בִׁ גוּרֵי אָּ אֶרֶץ מְּ אֶרֶץ--בְּ עַן, בְּ נָּ .כְּ  



Vayesheiv   Genesis 37:2:1-2 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

This sentence is missing two vovs 

 -  the ‘vov’ before ‘eleh’ and 

 -  the first ‘vov’ in ‘toldos’ 

 

Two ‘vov’s’ each 6  =  12 

 

This may suggest that this attitude by Jacob that Joseph was his heir, the result of 

his life, his chronicles, was going to affect, in a sad way, all the 12 sons. 

These are the generations of Jacob. Joseph, 
being seventeen years old, was feeding the 
flock with his brethren, being still a lad even 
with the sons of Bilhah, and with the sons of 
Zilpah, his father's wives; and Joseph brought 
evil report of them unto their father.  

ב  ב דוֹת יַעֲקֹּ לְּ בַע-יוֹסֵף בֶן, אֵלֶה תֹּ -שְּ

עֶה אֶת יָּה רֹּ נָּה הָּ רֵה שָּ ֹּאן-עֶשְּׂ יו בַצ , אֶחָּ

הוּא נַעַר אֶת אֶת-וְּ ה וְּ הָּ לְּ נֵי בִׁ ה-בְּ פָּ לְּ נֵי זִׁ ,  בְּ

יו בִׁ שֵי אָּ בֵא יוֹסֵף אֶת; נְּ ה-וַיָּ עָּ ם רָּ תָּ בָּ , דִׁ
יהֶם-אֶל . אֲבִׁ  



Vayesheiv   Genesis 37:2:2-4 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

The generations, the offspring of Jacob is Joseph. 

 

The purpose of Jacob working for Laban was only for Rachel and therefore, for 

Joseph.  She should have given birth to the first born but her sister Leah did so 

first.  But God arranged to take the birthright from Reuvan and give it to 

Joseph. 

 

     Bava Basra 123a3 

These are the generations of Jacob. Joseph, 
being seventeen years old, was feeding the 
flock with his brethren, being still a lad even 
with the sons of Bilhah, and with the sons of 
Zilpah, his father's wives; and Joseph brought 
evil report of them unto their father.  

ב  ב דוֹת יַעֲקֹּ לְּ בַע-יוֹסֵף בֶן, אֵלֶה תֹּ -שְּ

עֶה אֶת יָּה רֹּ נָּה הָּ רֵה שָּ ֹּאן-עֶשְּׂ יו בַצ , אֶחָּ

הוּא נַעַר אֶת אֶת-וְּ ה וְּ הָּ לְּ נֵי בִׁ ה-בְּ פָּ לְּ נֵי זִׁ ,  בְּ

יו בִׁ שֵי אָּ בֵא יוֹסֵף אֶת; נְּ ה-וַיָּ עָּ ם רָּ תָּ בָּ , דִׁ

יהֶם-אֶל . אֲבִׁ  



Vayesheiv   Genesis 37:2:1-4 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

These are the chronicles of Jacob-Joseph. 

 

Joseph was the most important outcome of Jacob’s life his emigration to Egypt and 

therefore the survival through the famine of the people of Israel. 

     Meam Loez 3:232 

- The descendants of Jacob were only possible because of  Yosef. 

     Or HaChayim 

- But this sentence gives us a hint as to the danger of this story.  Though Jacob had 

12 sons he focused his attention and considered as his successor, the product of 

his life, to be Joseph.  This generated the jealousy we know that followed.  The 

word ‘Eleh’ without the ‘vov’ suggests a criticism or separation from the past.  

That criticism may be directed toward Jacob’s unbalanced love of Joseph. 

 

These are the generations of Jacob. Joseph, 
being seventeen years old, was feeding the 
flock with his brethren, being still a lad even 
with the sons of Bilhah, and with the sons of 
Zilpah, his father's wives; and Joseph brought 
evil report of them unto their father.  

ב  ב דוֹת יַעֲקֹּ לְּ בַע-יוֹסֵף בֶן, אֵלֶה תֹּ -שְּ

עֶה אֶת יָּה רֹּ נָּה הָּ רֵה שָּ ֹּאן-עֶשְּׂ יו בַצ , אֶחָּ

הוּא נַעַר אֶת אֶת-וְּ ה וְּ הָּ לְּ נֵי בִׁ ה-בְּ פָּ לְּ נֵי זִׁ ,  בְּ

יו בִׁ שֵי אָּ בֵא יוֹסֵף אֶת; נְּ ה-וַיָּ עָּ ם רָּ תָּ בָּ , דִׁ
יהֶם-אֶל . אֲבִׁ  



Vayesheiv   Genesis 37:2:1-4 

      

 

 

 

 

These are the offspring of Jacob – Joseph. 

 

The Torah mentions ‘toldos Yaakov’ “the offspring (plural) of Jacob”, so we would 

expect to read about all of his sons listed by their names.  But only Joseph’s 

name is mentioned.  He was Jacob’s main son because the events in their lives 

resembled each other closely. 

 

Neither of their mothers could have children naturally. 

Each of their mothers had 2 children. 

Jacob bought the birth right.  Joseph was given the double portion (birthright of the 

first born) by having 2 tribes not 1. 

Jacob and Joseph were both hated by their brothers who wanted to kill them. 

Each became wealthy, each went down to Egypt. 

Each became exalted through dreams and they looked alike. 

     Kestenbaum 85 

These are the generations of Jacob. Joseph, being 
seventeen years old, was feeding the flock with his 
brethren, being still a lad even with the sons of 
Bilhah, and with the sons of Zilpah, his father's 
wives; and Joseph brought evil report of them unto 
their father.  

ב  ב דוֹת יַעֲקֹּ לְּ בַע-יוֹסֵף בֶן, אֵלֶה תֹּ רֵה  -שְּ עֶשְּׂ

עֶה אֶת יָּה רֹּ נָּה הָּ ֹּאן-שָּ יו בַצ הוּא נַעַר אֶת, אֶחָּ -וְּ

אֶת ה וְּ הָּ לְּ נֵי בִׁ ה-בְּ פָּ לְּ נֵי זִׁ יו, בְּ בִׁ שֵי אָּ בֵא יוֹסֵף  ; נְּ וַיָּ

ה-אֶת עָּ ם רָּ תָּ בָּ יהֶם-אֶל, דִׁ . אֲבִׁ  



Vayesheiv   Genesis 37:2:2-4 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

These are the chronicles of Jacob  -  Joseph. 

 

The 12 have been reduced to 1, Joseph. 

 

The spiritual message of Jacob is transmitted through Joseph. 

 

Toldos – birth 

These are the products of Jacob’s life – Joseph. 

These are the generations of Jacob. Joseph, 
being seventeen years old, was feeding the 
flock with his brethren, being still a lad even 
with the sons of Bilhah, and with the sons of 
Zilpah, his father's wives; and Joseph brought 
evil report of them unto their father.  

ב  ב דוֹת יַעֲקֹּ לְּ בַע-יוֹסֵף בֶן, אֵלֶה תֹּ -שְּ

עֶה אֶת יָּה רֹּ נָּה הָּ רֵה שָּ ֹּאן-עֶשְּׂ יו בַצ , אֶחָּ

הוּא נַעַר אֶת אֶת-וְּ ה וְּ הָּ לְּ נֵי בִׁ ה-בְּ פָּ לְּ נֵי זִׁ ,  בְּ

יו בִׁ שֵי אָּ בֵא יוֹסֵף אֶת; נְּ ה-וַיָּ עָּ ם רָּ תָּ בָּ , דִׁ

יהֶם-אֶל . אֲבִׁ  



Vayesheiv   Genesis 37:2:5-8 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Seventeen years old 

 

The evil urge is very strong in a person 17 years old and that may explain why 

Joseph engaged in tale-bearing and provocative behavior toward his brothers. 

 

     Or HaChayim  p298 

These are the generations of Jacob. Joseph, 
being seventeen years old, was feeding the 
flock with his brethren, being still a lad even 
with the sons of Bilhah, and with the sons of 
Zilpah, his father's wives; and Joseph brought 
evil report of them unto their father.  

ב  ב דוֹת יַעֲקֹּ לְּ בַע-יוֹסֵף בֶן, אֵלֶה תֹּ -שְּ

עֶה אֶת יָּה רֹּ נָּה הָּ רֵה שָּ ֹּאן-עֶשְּׂ יו בַצ , אֶחָּ

הוּא נַעַר אֶת אֶת-וְּ ה וְּ הָּ לְּ נֵי בִׁ ה-בְּ פָּ לְּ נֵי זִׁ ,  בְּ

יו בִׁ שֵי אָּ בֵא יוֹסֵף אֶת; נְּ ה-וַיָּ עָּ ם רָּ תָּ בָּ , דִׁ
יהֶם-אֶל . אֲבִׁ  



Vayesheiv   Genesis 37:2:26-32 

      

 

 

 

 

He brought a bad report about them to his father. 

Midrash states that the report contained three actions.   

 1.  They ate limbs from living animals (Shechted but not yet dead – cut the 

 meat from the still living animal but did not eat it till the animal died. 

 2.  They consorted with the local women (dealt with them in business only), 

 and that 

  3.  they demeaned the sons of Belheh and Zilpah. 

This Lashon Hara, even though true, came back to haunt Yosef.   

 1.  The blood of an animal was used to stain his coat signifying to his father that 

 he was dead. 

 2.  He himself was pursued by a woman who wished to consort with him. 

 3.  He himself was made a slave to Potiphar. 

Such is the danger of Lashan Hara.  It comes back and hurts the person who speaks 

it much in the way that he wished to hurt the person he told it about. 

 

These are the generations of Jacob. Joseph, being 
seventeen years old, was feeding the flock with his 
brethren, being still a lad even with the sons of Bilhah, 
and with the sons of Zilpah, his father's wives; and 
Joseph brought evil report of them unto their father.  

ב  ב דוֹת יַעֲקֹּ לְּ בַע-יוֹסֵף בֶן, אֵלֶה תֹּ רֵה  -שְּ עֶשְּׂ

עֶה אֶת יָּה רֹּ נָּה הָּ ֹּאן-שָּ יו בַצ הוּא נַעַר אֶת, אֶחָּ -וְּ

אֶת ה וְּ הָּ לְּ נֵי בִׁ ה-בְּ פָּ לְּ נֵי זִׁ יו, בְּ בִׁ שֵי אָּ בֵא יוֹסֵף  ; נְּ וַיָּ

ה-אֶת עָּ ם רָּ תָּ בָּ יהֶם-אֶל, דִׁ . אֲבִׁ  



Vayesheiv   Genesis 37:2:9-13 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

He used to tend the flocks of sheep with his brothers. 

 

‘Roeh’, “tend” could be read ‘Raah’, “evil”, suggesting the evil action he saw his 

brother’s engage in with the sheep i.e., eating their flesh while they are still 

alive. 

 

However, the Torah hints that this report is not true for later the brother’s 

slaughtered an animal to dip Joseph’s coat into. 

 

     Or HaChayim 

These are the generations of Jacob. Joseph, 
being seventeen years old, was feeding the 
flock with his brethren, being still a lad even 
with the sons of Bilhah, and with the sons of 
Zilpah, his father's wives; and Joseph brought 
evil report of them unto their father.  

ב  ב דוֹת יַעֲקֹּ לְּ בַע-יוֹסֵף בֶן, אֵלֶה תֹּ -שְּ

עֶה אֶת יָּה רֹּ נָּה הָּ רֵה שָּ ֹּאן-עֶשְּׂ יו בַצ , אֶחָּ

הוּא נַעַר אֶת אֶת-וְּ ה וְּ הָּ לְּ נֵי בִׁ ה-בְּ פָּ לְּ נֵי זִׁ ,  בְּ

יו בִׁ שֵי אָּ בֵא יוֹסֵף אֶת; נְּ ה-וַיָּ עָּ ם רָּ תָּ בָּ , דִׁ

יהֶם-אֶל . אֲבִׁ  



Vayesheiv   Genesis 37:3:7-10 

      

 

 

 

 

 

Israel loved Joseph more than all his sons because he was a child of his old age. 

 

If asked why he loved Joseph more most of us would say because he was the child 

of Rachel who was Jacob’s favorite wife but here the Torah gives us a different 

answer. 

 

We are wisest in our old age. 

We perhaps can avoid the mistakes we may have made when we were younger i.e., 

how to raise our children. 

A child of old age may have a more wholesome upbringing than his older siblings. 

A parent may have more time to teach a child of his older age and that child 

therefore may be more influenced and share more in common with his older 

parent. 

      Twerski 78 

 

 

Now Israel loved Joseph more than all his 
children, because he was the son of his old age; 
and he made him a coat of many colours.  

אֵל  ג רָּ שְּׂ יִׁ הַב אֶת, וְּ כָּל-אָּ יו-יוֹסֵף מִׁ נָּ י--בָּ -בֶן-כִׁ

ים הוּא נִׁ קֻׁ ה לוֹ; לוֹ, זְּ שָּׂ עָּ ים, וְּ נֶת פַסִּׁ תֹּ .כְּ  



Vayesheiv   Genesis 37:3:7-10 

      

 

 

 

 

 

Israel loved Joseph more than all his sons because he was a child of his old age. 

 

Old age  -  a wise child 

Rashi -  Jacob transmitted to Joseph all that he learned in the academy of Shem and 

Ever.   

When Jacob (Israel) had to leave his house to live with Laban, Rebecca sent him 

first to the academy of Shem and Ever to learn how to live in an alien devious 

environment i.e., with Laban.  Now that Joseph was to eventually live in Egypt 

he needed this knowledge and learned it from his father.  Today, children leave 

home to go to college etc, how prepared are they for the outside world?  

Yaakov needed 14 extra years of preparation, and Joseph needed special 

instruction from his father in order to survive those outside influences. 

     Twerski 76 

Now Israel loved Joseph more than all his 
children, because he was the son of his old age; 
and he made him a coat of many colours.  

אֵל  ג רָּ שְּׂ יִׁ הַב אֶת, וְּ כָּל-אָּ יו-יוֹסֵף מִׁ נָּ י--בָּ -בֶן-כִׁ

ים הוּא נִׁ קֻׁ ה לוֹ; לוֹ, זְּ שָּׂ עָּ ים, וְּ נֶת פַסִּׁ תֹּ .כְּ  



Vayesheiv   Genesis 37:3:1-4 

      

 

 

 

 

 

And Israel loved Joseph 

 

Joseph was loved even if he had not been proved to be superior to the others.  He 

was loved for himself not in comparison to the others. 

 

He did not need to put others down to elevate himself. 

Now Israel loved Joseph more than all his 
children, because he was the son of his old 
age; and he made him a coat of many colours.  

אֵל  ג רָּ שְּׂ יִׁ הַב אֶת, וְּ כָּל-אָּ יו-יוֹסֵף מִׁ נָּ י--בָּ -בֶן-כִׁ

ים הוּא נִׁ קֻׁ ה לוֹ; לוֹ, זְּ שָּׂ עָּ ים, וְּ נֶת פַסִּׁ תֹּ .כְּ  



Vayesheiv   Genesis 37:3:7-10 

      

 

 

 

He was a child of his old age 

 

When he had contact with his father he showed how good a student he was to him 

alone. 

 

He revealed his strengths only to his father. 

That’s why Jacob gave him over the entire Torah learned at the Yeshiva Shem V’ever. 

‘Zakein’, can denote “old man” or “sage” or “scholar”.   Jacob reviewed his 

knowledge with Joseph by teaching him. 

     Meam Loez 3:237 

When he played with the children of Bilhah and Zilpah he played as a ‘naar’, as a 

“child”.  When he interacted with his father it was with the qualities of a ‘ben 

zekeinim’  a “child of his old age”. 

Joseph knew how to adjust his ways to every individual. 

     Torah Gems I:272 

     Rabbi Hecht-Orech Chaiyim 

 

Now Israel loved Joseph more than all his 
children, because he was the son of his old age; 
and he made him a coat of many colours.  

אֵל  ג רָּ שְּׂ יִׁ הַב אֶת, וְּ כָּל-אָּ יו-יוֹסֵף מִׁ נָּ י--בָּ -בֶן-כִׁ

ים הוּא נִׁ קֻׁ ה לוֹ; לוֹ, זְּ שָּׂ עָּ ים, וְּ נֶת פַסִּׁ תֹּ .כְּ  



Vayesheiv   Genesis 37:3:14-15 

      

 

 

 

 

A long colorful coat  

 

literally a cloak coat. 

 

Pasim  -  an acrostic of the 4 who tormented Joseph’s life. 

Peh  -  Potiphar 

Somach  -  the merchants – “sochrim’ 

Yud  -  the Ismaelites 

Mem  -  the Midianites 

 

     Meam Loez 4:140 

Now Israel loved Joseph more than all his 
children, because he was the son of his old 
age; and he made him a coat of many colours.  

אֵל  ג רָּ שְּׂ יִׁ הַב אֶת, וְּ כָּל-אָּ יו-יוֹסֵף מִׁ נָּ י--בָּ -בֶן-כִׁ

ים הוּא נִׁ קֻׁ ה לוֹ; לוֹ, זְּ שָּׂ עָּ ים, וְּ נֶת פַסִּׁ תֹּ .כְּ  



Vayesheiv   Genesis 37:4:4 

      

 

 

 

 

In peace 

 

Throughout the Torah the word ‘shalom’, is spelled in full with a ‘vov’ except in our 

verse which is missing this letter.  Perhaps this spelling is used to indicate that 

the brothers could not speak with full peacefullness with Joseph. 

 

     Vechur LaZahav 

     Kestenbaum 85 

And when his brethren saw that their father 
loved him more than all his brethren, they 
hated him, and could not speak peaceably 
unto him.  

יו  ד אוּ אֶחָּ רְּ י, וַיִׁ כָּל-כִׁ יהֶם מִׁ הַב אֲבִׁ תוֹ אָּ -אֹּ

יו אוּ--אֶחָּ נְּ שְּׂ תוֹ, וַיִׁ לוּ; אֹּ ֹּא יָּכְּ ל לֹם, וְּ שָּ רוֹ לְּ .דַבְּ  



Vayesheiv   Genesis 37:5:1-3 

      

 

 

 

And Joseph dreamt a dream. 

 

The Torah testifies here that it was really a dream.  It was not just wishful thinking 

or some arrogant statement by Joseph or an hallucination, it was a genuine 

nocturnal vision. 

 

This is to reject the suspicion that Joseph made up the story and is to justify the 

words of Joseph. 

 

 

      Rabbi Hecht-Orech Chaim 

And Joseph dreamed a dream, and he told it to 
his brethren; and they hated him yet the more.  

יו, וַיַחֲלֹם יוֹסֵף חֲלוֹם  ה אֶחָּ פוּ ; וַיַגֵד לְּ וַיוֹסִׁ

תוֹ, עוֹד ֹּא אֹּ נ . שְּׂ  



Vayeishev   Gen 37:5:1-3 

      

 

 

 

 

 

Joseph’s dreams 

 

Dreams come in pairs 37:5 sheaves and V9 sun, moon and 11 stars. 

 

2 dreams 40 baker cupbearer 

2 dreams 41 grain cows 

 

Why are there pairs of dreams see 41:32 “this means that the thing has been 

determined by God and God is hastening to do it. 

 

     Gary Rendsburg p295 

And Joseph dreamed a dream and told his 
brothers, and they continued to hate him. 

יו  . ה אֶחָּ וַיַחֲלֹם יוֹסֵף חֲלוֹם וַיַגֵד לְּ
תוֹ ֹּא אֹּ נ פוּ עוֹד שְּׂ :וַיוֹסִׁ  



Vayesheiv   Genesis 37:6:3-4 

      

 

 

 

Please, listen to me. 

 

He begged them to listen because the brothers did not want to listen. 

Listen please to the dream.  ‘Na’, conveys urgency.  This is interpreted as now, 

don’t postpone it.   A dream must be interpreted on the same day of the dream 

in order for it to be fulfilled and also this shows the brothers that they are 

considered friends to whom one goes for dream interpretation. 

 

Dreams are no longer relied on in our era. 

 

     Rabbi Hecht-Orech Chaim 

And he said unto them: 'Hear, I pray you, this 
dream which I have dreamed:  

ֹּאמֶר  ו עוּ  :אֲלֵיהֶם, וַי מְּ הַחֲלוֹם הַזֶה , נָּא-שִׁ

י תִׁ מְּ לָּ .אֲשֶר חָּ  



Vayesheiv   Genesis 37:7:1,7,12 

      

 

 

 

 

And behold. 

 

Joseph uses the word ‘hineh’ “behold” in this Posuk three times.  This alludes 

 to the three times the brothers would have to come to Egypt. 

 

     Mean Loez 3:240 

 

For a dream to be considered a prophetic vision it must be crystal clear.  The person 

 must feel that items in the dream are actually happening and so Joseph uses the 

words ‘V′hineh’ 3 times to identify the items that he beheld and how clear they 

were. 

 

     Or HaChayim 302  

for, behold, we were binding sheaves in the 
field, and, lo, my sheaf arose, and also stood 
upright; and, behold, your sheaves came round 
about, and bowed down to my sheaf.'  

ים  ז ים אֲלֻׁמִׁ מִׁ אַלְּ נוּ מְּ נֵה אֲנַחְּ הִׁ תוֹךְ  , וְּ בְּ

דֶה י, הַשָּ תִׁ ה אֲלֻׁמָּ מָּ נֵה קָּ הִׁ גַם, וְּ ה-וְּ בָּ צָּ נֵה  ; נִׁ הִׁ וְּ

תֵיכֶם בֶינָּה אֲלֻׁמֹּ סֻׁ י, תְּ תִׁ ָּ לַאֲלֻׁמָּ תַחֲוֶין שְּ . וַתִׁ  



Vayesheiv   Genesis 37:8:11-18 

      

 

 

 

 

And Joseph told his brothers a dream which caused them to hate him more. 

 

Question:  Why would he do this he knew they hated him, not every dream has to be 

revealed? 

 

Answer:  Perhaps he wanted them to realize that this dream was ordained by Heaven 

and should not be used as a cause for increased hatred.  It is not his ambition but 

it was ordained by Heaven and neither he nor they can tamper with destiny. They 

should simply bend their heads in compliance and the hatred would be removed. 

 

Also perhaps they will serve as his close friends to interpret the dream with him.  But 

sadly the gates of love were closed by hatred. 

 

      Rabbi Hecht-Orech Chaim 

And his brethren said to him: 'Shalt thou 
indeed reign over us? or shalt thou indeed 
have dominion over us?' And they hated him 
yet the more for his dreams, and for his words.  

רוּ לוֹ  ח ֹּאמְּ יו, וַי לֵינוּ, אֶחָּ לֹךְ עָּ מְּ לֹךְ תִׁ ,  הֲמָּ

ם נוּ-אִׁ ל בָּ שֹּ מְּ שוֹל תִׁ תוֹ; מָּ ֹּא אֹּ נ פוּ עוֹד שְּׂ ,  וַיוֹסִׁ

עַל-עַל יו וְּ תָּ יו-חֲלֹמֹּ רָּ בָּ . דְּ  



     Gen 37:9:13-20 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

The sun, moon and the eleven stars, will bow down to him. 

 

But this is not logical.  At no time in Joseph’s life were their mother, father and 

eleven brothers because in Gen 35 Rachel his mother gives birth to his 

youngest brother Benjamin. 

 

There could be a father, mother and 10 brothers or a father and 11 brothers but 

never a father, mother and eleven brothers to match the dream that Joseph 

had. 

 

     Gary Rendsburg p135 

And he again dreamed another dream, and he 
related it to his brothers, and he said, "Behold, 
I have dreamed another dream, and behold, 
the sun, the moon, and eleven stars were 
prostrating themselves to me." 

תוֹ . ט סַפֵר אֹּ וַיַחֲלֹם עוֹד חֲלוֹם אַחֵר וַיְּ

י חֲלוֹם עוֹד  תִׁ לַמְּ נֵה חָּ ֹּאמֶר הִׁ יו וַי אֶחָּ לְּ

ים   בִׁ ר כוֹכָּ שָּׂ אַחַד עָּ רֵחַ וְּ הַיָּ נֵה הַשֶמֶש וְּ הִׁ וְּ
י ים לִׁ תַחֲוִׁ שְּ :מִׁ  



Vayesheiv   Genesis 37:10:16-23 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“Shall we bow down to you?” 

 

How ironic that later after Joseph was appointed second in command to Pharaoh he 

was called ‘Avrech’ Gen 41:43 which means “kneel” from the root word 

‘birkiyim’ “knees” (Rashi). 

 

     Meam Loez 3B 644 

And he told it to his father, and to his brethren; 
and his father rebuked him, and said unto him: 
'What is this dream that thou hast dreamed? 
Shall I and thy mother and thy brethren indeed 
come to bow down to thee to the earth?'  

סַפֵר אֶל  י יו-וַיְּ בִׁ אֶל, אָּ יו-וְּ עַר, אֶחָּ גְּ בוֹ -וַיִׁ

יו בִׁ ה הַחֲלוֹם הַזֶה אֲשֶר , אָּ ֹּאמֶר לוֹ מָּ וַי

תָּ  מְּ לָּ אַחֶיךָ, הֲבוֹא נָּבוֹא  :חָּ ךָ וְּ מְּ אִׁ י וְּ , אֲנִׁ

ךָ תַחֲוֹת לְּ שְּ הִׁ ה, לְּ צָּ רְּ .אָּ  



Vayesheiv   Genesis 37:10:6-8 

      

 

 

 

 

 

And his father rebuked him. 

 

Jacob chastised Joseph intimating that the dream was not true and would not be 

fulfilled for how could it be that Jacob and Rebecca would bow down.  This 

was done to reduce the hatred of the brothers.  But Jacob had no doubt that the 

dream was true and would not be discounted. 

 

     Or HaChayim 304 

And he told it to his father, and to his brethren; 
and his father rebuked him, and said unto him: 
'What is this dream that thou hast dreamed? 
Shall I and thy mother and thy brethren indeed 
come to bow down to thee to the earth?'  

סַפֵר אֶל  י יו-וַיְּ בִׁ אֶל, אָּ יו-וְּ עַר, אֶחָּ גְּ בוֹ -וַיִׁ

יו בִׁ ה הַחֲלוֹם הַזֶה אֲשֶר , אָּ ֹּאמֶר לוֹ מָּ וַי

תָּ  מְּ לָּ אַחֶיךָ, הֲבוֹא נָּבוֹא  :חָּ ךָ וְּ מְּ אִׁ י וְּ , אֲנִׁ

ךָ תַחֲוֹת לְּ שְּ הִׁ ה, לְּ צָּ רְּ .אָּ  



Vayesheiv   Genesis 37:4:9 

      

     Genesis 37:8:13 

     Genesis 37:11:1 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hatred is noted before jealousy. 

They hated him as a foolish arrogant person trying to elevate himself above them. 

 

Hatred usually comes as a result of jealousy not the other way. 

Here, however, after hearing the second dream they realized the dream is actually 

true.  No son will dream up the vision of his own father bowing before him.  So 

they knew it was true and Joseph would be elevated to a high level and they 

envied his future exhalted position. 

Their prior hatred now turned to envy-jealousy. 

     Rabbi Hecht-Orech Chaim 

And when his brethren saw that their 
father loved him more than all his 
brethren, they hated him, and could not 
speak peaceably unto him.  

יו  ד אוּ אֶחָּ רְּ י, וַיִׁ יהֶם  -כִׁ הַב אֲבִׁ תוֹ אָּ אֹּ

ל כָּ יו-מִׁ אוּ--אֶחָּ נְּ שְּׂ תוֹ, וַיִׁ לוּ; אֹּ ֹּא יָּכְּ ל ,  וְּ

לֹם שָּ רוֹ לְּ .דַבְּ  

And his brethren said to him: 'Shalt thou indeed 
reign over us? or shalt thou indeed have dominion 
over us?' And they hated him yet the more for his 
dreams, and for his words.  

רוּ לוֹ  ח ֹּאמְּ יו, וַי לֵינוּ, אֶחָּ לֹךְ עָּ מְּ לֹךְ תִׁ ם, הֲמָּ -אִׁ

נוּ ל בָּ שֹּ מְּ שוֹל תִׁ תוֹ; מָּ ֹּא אֹּ נ פוּ עוֹד שְּׂ -עַל, וַיוֹסִׁ

עַל יו וְּ תָּ יו-חֲלֹמֹּ רָּ בָּ . דְּ  

And his brethren envied him; but his father kept 
the saying in mind.  

אוּ  יא קַנְּ יו, בוֹ-וַיְּ יו; אֶחָּ בִׁ אָּ מַר אֶת, וְּ ר-שָּ בָּ .הַדָּ  



Vayesheiv   Genesis 37:12:4 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

And his brothers left to tend their father’s sheep in Shechem. 

 

The word ‘es’, otherwise untranslated, has dots over the letters usually denoting the 

deletion of a concept. 

 

The brothers primary intention was not to tend sheep but to conspire and plan what 

they would do to Joseph. 

 

     Meam Loez 3:245 

And his brethren went to feed their father's 
flock in Shechem.  

כוּ  יב יו, וַיֵלְּ עוֹת אֶת, אֶחָּ רְּ יהֶם-לִׁ ֹּאן אֲבִׁ כֶם, צ שְּ .בִׁ  



Vayesheiv   Genesis 37:13:12-14 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

called to Joseph to go to his brothers and Joseph said, ‘hineini’ “I am here”.  

Meaning I am ready to go to them even to suffer death at their hands because of 

their hatred for me. 

 

     Meam Loez 37:13 

And Israel said unto Joseph: 'Do not thy 
brethren feed the flock in Shechem? come, 
and I will send thee unto them.' And he 
said to him: 'Here am I.'  

אֵל אֶל  יג רָּ שְּׂ ֹּאמֶר יִׁ הֲלוֹא אַחֶיךָ , יוֹסֵף-וַי

כֶם שְּ ים בִׁ עִׁ כָּה--רֹּ חֲךָ אֲלֵיהֶם, לְּ לָּ אֶשְּ ;  וְּ

ֹּאמֶר לוֹ י, וַי נֵנִׁ .הִׁ  



Vayesheiv   Genesis 37:14:3-8 

      

 

 

 

 

 

Go and see the wellbeing of your brother. 

 

Jacob sent Joseph out to inquire about the wellbeing of his brothers. 

In interpersonal relationships if we would only have as our primary concern the 

wellbeing of our fellowman, much of the discord and unhappy events in our 

lives and in history could be avoided. 

     Meam Loez 3:246 

“Go and see what is well”.  Notice the good points of your brothers and not their 

imperfections. 

     Torah Gems I:278 

We may ask how could Jacob send Joseph to his brothers, surely he perceived the 

danger to Joseph because of the brother’s jealousy?  Yes, but sending him as a 

Shaliach Mitzvah should protect Joseph from any harm. 

     Or HaChayim 305 

 

And he said to him: 'Go now, see whether it is 
well with thy brethren, and well with the flock; 
and bring me back word.' So he sent him out 
of the vale of Hebron, and he came to 
Shechem.  

ֹּאמֶר לוֹ  יד אֵה אֶת-לֶךְ, וַי לוֹם אַחֶיךָ  -נָּא רְּ שְּ

אֶת ֹּאן-וְּ לוֹם הַצ י, שְּ בֵנִׁ ר, וַהֲשִׁ בָּ חֵהוּ  ; דָּ לָּ שְּ וַיִׁ

רוֹן ה, מֵעֵמֶק חֶבְּ כֶמָּ .וַיָּבֹּא שְּ  



Vayesheiv   Genesis 37:14:3-8 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

Why did Jacob send Joseph whom the brothers hated to go and learn how they were 

doing?  Didn’t he know it was dangerous.  He could have sent anyone of his 

servants. 

 

 -  This showed that providence had decreed that Joseph be sent. 

 -  Jacob might also have sent Joseph in hopes that this inquiry about their    

           welfare might improve the relationship between Joseph and his brothers. 

 

     Meam Loez 3:246 

And he said to him: 'Go now, see whether it is 
well with thy brethren, and well with the flock; 
and bring me back word.' So he sent him out 
of the vale of Hebron, and he came to 
Shechem.  

ֹּאמֶר לוֹ  יד אֵה אֶת-לֶךְ, וַי לוֹם אַחֶיךָ  -נָּא רְּ שְּ

אֶת ֹּאן-וְּ לוֹם הַצ י, שְּ בֵנִׁ ר, וַהֲשִׁ בָּ חֵהוּ  ; דָּ לָּ שְּ וַיִׁ

רוֹן ה, מֵעֵמֶק חֶבְּ כֶמָּ .וַיָּבֹּא שְּ  



Vayesheiv   Genesis 37:14:3-5 

      

 

 

 

 

 

Please go and have a look. 

 

In response to the logical question how could Yaakov send Joseph to his brothers in 

the field knowing how they hate him isn’t he placing Joseph in danger? 

In Posuk 13 Joseph is told, “come and I will send you”.  This indicates that Joseph is 

to be a Shaliach Mitzvah for Yaakov and in Posuk 14 ‘laich Na’ “please go”. 

A ‘Shaliach Mitzvah’ enjoys divine protection but only until he reaches his 

destination.  In the second order, Posuk 14, Jacob made sure Joseph would have 

2 destinations and Jacob could then rest assured that Joseph would be safe. 

 

     Or HaChayim 305 

And he said to him: 'Go now, see whether it is 
well with thy brethren, and well with the flock; 
and bring me back word.' So he sent him out 
of the vale of Hebron, and he came to 
Shechem.  

ֹּאמֶר לוֹ  יד אֵה אֶת-לֶךְ, וַי לוֹם אַחֶיךָ  -נָּא רְּ שְּ

אֶת ֹּאן-וְּ לוֹם הַצ י, שְּ בֵנִׁ ר, וַהֲשִׁ בָּ חֵהוּ  ; דָּ לָּ שְּ וַיִׁ

רוֹן ה, מֵעֵמֶק חֶבְּ כֶמָּ .וַיָּבֹּא שְּ  



Vayesheiv   Genesis 37:14:14 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

How is it then that Joseph was sold as a slave if he was protected performing a 

Shalach Mitzvah? 

 

When we say that a Shahiach Mitzvah will not come to harm that means permanent 

harm.  Joseph wound up as the ruler of Egypt.  His difficulties were temporary 

and only in preparation for his eventual elevation. 

     Or HaChayim  306 

Or we can say Joseph was protected when he went to Shechem, because that is 

where Jacob sent him, but when his brother’s were not there and he went to 

Dothan he was no longer his father’s messenger and was no longer protected. 

     Or HaChayim 306 

And he said to him: 'Go now, see whether it is 
well with thy brethren, and well with the flock; 
and bring me back word.' So he sent him out 
of the vale of Hebron, and he came to 
Shechem.  

ֹּאמֶר לוֹ  יד אֵה אֶת-לֶךְ, וַי לוֹם אַחֶיךָ  -נָּא רְּ שְּ

אֶת ֹּאן-וְּ לוֹם הַצ י, שְּ בֵנִׁ ר, וַהֲשִׁ בָּ חֵהוּ  ; דָּ לָּ שְּ וַיִׁ

רוֹן ה, מֵעֵמֶק חֶבְּ כֶמָּ .וַיָּבֹּא שְּ  



     Gen 37:15:2 

      

 

 

 

 

We now meet the most important person in all of Jewish history and we never 

learn his name. 

 

When Joseph came to Shechem he met a man who told him that his brothers had 

gone to Dofhan.  Who is this man?  Why do we need him in the story?  Joseph 

went in to find his brothers let him do so and the story continues.   No, we are 

to imagine that without this encounter Joseph would have returned home and 

reported that he could not find them.  End of story and end of the Jewish 

people who would not have been saved during the upcoming drought.  This 

man is the divine hand in history that causes everything else to happen. 

Joseph finds his brothers.  They sell him into slavery and he becomes viceroy 

of Egypt and the Jewish people are saved. 

 

     Gary Rendsburg p300 

Then a man found him, and behold, he was 
straying in the field, and the man asked him, 
saying, "What are you looking for?" 

דֶה  . טו עֶה בַשָּ נֵה תֹּ הִׁ יש וְּ אֵהוּ אִׁ צָּ מְּ וַיִׁ
בַקֵש ר מַה תְּ יש לֵאמֹּ אִׁ לֵהוּ הָּ אָּ שְּ :וַיִׁ  



Vayesheiv   Genesis 37:15:2,7 

     Genesis 37:17:2 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

And a man found him  37:15:2 

 

and the man asked him 37:15:7 and the man said.  37:17:2 

 

The man is referred to 3 times. 

 

Who is the man referred to here?  The Midrash suggests it was angels, either one 3 

times or 3 different angels, all directing Joseph forward in this historically 

necessary path for the Jewish people. 

 

     Meam Loez 3:247 

And a certain man found him, and, behold, he 
was wandering in the field. And the man asked 
him, saying: 'What seekest thou?'  

יש  טו אֵהוּ אִׁ צָּ מְּ דֶה, וַיִׁ עֶה בַשָּ נֵה תֹּ הִׁ ;  וְּ

ר יש לֵאמֹּ אִׁ לֵהוּ הָּ אָּ שְּ בַקֵש-מַה, וַיִׁ .תְּ  

And the man said: 'They are departed hence; 
for I heard them say: Let us go to Dothan.' And 
Joseph went after his brethren, and found 
them in Dothan.  

יש  יז אִׁ ֹּאמֶר הָּ זֶה, וַי עוּ מִׁ י  --נָּסְּ תִׁ מַעְּ י שָּ כִׁ

ים רִׁ מְּ נָּה, אֹּ יְּ תָּ כָּה דֹּ יו; נֵלְּ , וַיֵלֶךְ יוֹסֵף אַחַר אֶחָּ

ן דֹּתָּ אֵם בְּ צָּ מְּ .וַיִׁ  



Vayesheiv   Genesis 37:15:2 

      

 

 

 

 

 

Man 

 

Rashi tells us this is the angel Gabriel.  ‘Gever’ means “man” and Gabriel (man of 

God) is often referred to simply as “man”. 

And a certain man found him, and, behold, he 
was wandering in the field. And the man asked 
him, saying: 'What seekest thou?'  

יש  טו אֵהוּ אִׁ צָּ מְּ דֶה, וַיִׁ עֶה בַשָּ נֵה תֹּ הִׁ ;  וְּ

ר יש לֵאמֹּ אִׁ לֵהוּ הָּ אָּ שְּ בַקֵש-מַה, וַיִׁ .תְּ  



Vayesheiv   Genesis 37:15:9-10 

     Genesis 37:16:2-5 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

What do you seek? 

 

A very perceptive question to ask a 17 year old.  The same question most 17 year 

olds are asking themselves. 

     Cara Passman -  ASBI 

Answer:  Joseph wanted to be like other young people, to follow the crowd.  

Therefore he asked, “where are my brothers”? 

Joseph was more perceptive than most and went through the maturation process 

rapidly and came to the correct resolution, “I want to be like my role models  

my older brothers”.  Gen 37:16:2-5 

And he said: 'I seek my brethren. Tell me, I pray 
thee, where they are feeding the flock.'  

ֹּאמֶר  טז בַקֵש-אֶת, וַי י מְּ כִׁ נֹּ ה; אַחַי אָּ ידָּ נָּא  -הַגִׁ

י ים, לִׁ עִׁ ה הֵם רֹּ .אֵיפֹּ  

And a certain man found him, and, behold, 
he was wandering in the field. And the man 
asked him, saying: 'What seekest thou?'  

יש  טו אֵהוּ אִׁ צָּ מְּ דֶה, וַיִׁ עֶה בַשָּ נֵה תֹּ הִׁ ;  וְּ

ר יש לֵאמֹּ אִׁ לֵהוּ הָּ אָּ שְּ בַקֵש-מַה, וַיִׁ .תְּ  



Vayesheiv   Genesis 37:16:2-5 

     Genesis 37:17:3-4 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I seek my brothers.  37:16:2-5 

 

And the man said 

They have traveled on from this”.  37:17:3-4 

 

Has two meanings 

 1.  They have traveled from here and 

 2.  They have moved on and away from the idea of treating you as a brother. 

 

     Rashi 

     Kestenbaum 87 

And he said: 'I seek my brethren. Tell me, I pray 
thee, where they are feeding the flock.'  

ֹּאמֶר  טז בַקֵש-אֶת, וַי י מְּ כִׁ נֹּ ה; אַחַי אָּ ידָּ נָּא  -הַגִׁ
י ים, לִׁ עִׁ ה הֵם רֹּ .אֵיפֹּ  

And the man said: 'They are departed hence; 
for I heard them say: Let us go to Dothan.' And 
Joseph went after his brethren, and found 
them in Dothan.  

יש  יז אִׁ ֹּאמֶר הָּ זֶה, וַי עוּ מִׁ י  --נָּסְּ תִׁ מַעְּ י שָּ כִׁ

ים רִׁ מְּ נָּה, אֹּ יְּ תָּ כָּה דֹּ יו; נֵלְּ , וַיֵלֶךְ יוֹסֵף אַחַר אֶחָּ

ן דֹּתָּ אֵם בְּ צָּ מְּ .וַיִׁ  



Vayesheiv   Genesis 37:17:3-4 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

They traveled from here. 

 

They moved from ‘zeh’ in gematria means12, i.e., from brotherliness.  They no 

longer related to Joseph as one of them.  No longer considered themselves a 

group of 12 but excluded Joseph from their number. 

 

     Rashi 

And the man said: 'They are departed hence; 
for I heard them say: Let us go to Dothan.' And 
Joseph went after his brethren, and found 
them in Dothan.  

יש  יז אִׁ ֹּאמֶר הָּ זֶה, וַי עוּ מִׁ י  --נָּסְּ תִׁ מַעְּ י שָּ כִׁ

ים רִׁ מְּ נָּה, אֹּ יְּ תָּ כָּה דֹּ יו; נֵלְּ , וַיֵלֶךְ יוֹסֵף אַחַר אֶחָּ

ן דֹּתָּ אֵם בְּ צָּ מְּ .וַיִׁ  



Vayesheiv   Genesis 37:21:2 

      

 

 

 

 

Reuvan  

 

the first born of Israel. 

 

Reuvan the Bechor of Jacob, had the most to gain if Joseph would in fact have been 

killed.  Joseph had been given the spiritual leadership of the family by his 

father Jacob, disenfranchising Reuvan from his right of primogeniture.  Had 

Joseph died it would have returned to Reuvan.  Nonetheless Reuvan’s Tsuvah 

was so sincere (from the sin of not accepting Jacob’s decision to move into 

Bilha’s tent after his mother Leah died), that Reuvan actually saved Joseph’s 

life, ‘veyatzilehu miyadam’. 

And Reuben heard it, and delivered him out of 
their hand; and said: 'Let us not take his life.' 

אוּבֵן  כא מַע רְּ שְּ ם, וַיִׁ יָּדָּ לֵהוּ מִׁ ֹּאמֶר; וַיַצִׁ ,  וַי

ֹּא נַכֶנוּ נָּפֶש .ל  



Vayesheiv   Genesis 37:21:6-8 

      

 

 

 

 

 

Let us not strike down a soul 

 

It should actually say ‘lo nakeh nefesh’ “let us not strike down a soul”, but says 

  

in the reflexive, “let us not kill our souls” ‘lo nakehnu nefesh’. 

 

If we kill him our souls will be held accountable in the next world and we will be 

punished, therefore, let us not kill him. 

 

     Meam Loez 3:249 

And Reuben heard it, and delivered him out of 
their hand; and said: 'Let us not take his life.' 

אוּבֵן  כא מַע רְּ שְּ ם, וַיִׁ יָּדָּ לֵהוּ מִׁ ֹּאמֶר; וַיַצִׁ ,  וַי

ֹּא נַכֶנוּ נָּפֶש .ל  



Vayeshiev   Genesis 37:24:1 

      

 

 

 

 

And they took him 

 

‘Vayikachuhu’ combines the words “they took” ‘Vayikchu’, with the object, ‘hu’           

“him”.  If so we would have expected the Torah to write with a vov after the 

‘chet’.  Without that vov the word could be read ‘Vayikachehu’ “he took him”. 

Although the other brothers were present only Simeon actually threw Joseph into the 

pit, therefore ‘Vayikachehu’ “he took him” could really be correct. 

However, the Torah holds them all responsible as if they had also done so since they 

did not protest.  Therefore it is written, ‘Vayikachuhu’ “they took him”. 

     Bereishis Rabbah 84:16   

     Kestenbaum  87 

     Meam Loez 3:250 

If evil is done in your presence some are guilty but all are responsible. 

     R’ AJ Heschel 

and they took him, and cast him into the pit--
and the pit was empty, there was no water in 
it.  

הוּ  כד חֻׁ קָּ תוֹ--וַיִׁ כוּ אֹּ לִׁ ה, וַיַשְּ רָּ הַבוֹר  ; הַבֹּ וְּ

יִׁם, רֵק . אֵין בוֹ מָּ  



Vayesheiv   Genesis 37:26:5-6   

   

 

 

 

 

What benefit 

 

The word ‘betzah’ is an acronym of BTZE:  referring to the three prayer services. 

 Boker   - morning  -  Vayera Abraham 

 Tzohorayim  -  afternoon  -  Chayeh Sarah 

 Erev  -  evening  -  Vayetze -Jacob 

 

The brothers prayed the 3 services each day. Judah says to them “‘Mah Betzah’? 

 “What benefit” will we get from our Betzah, our morning, afternoon and 

evening prayers if we kill our brother?  How can we do this evil and on the 

other hand pray to Hashem?” 

 

     Meam Loez 3:253 

And Judah said unto his brethren: 'What profit 
is it if we slay our brother and conceal his 
blood?  

ה  כו הוּדָּ ֹּאמֶר יְּ יו-אֶל, וַי י , בֶצַע-מַה  :אֶחָּ כִׁ

ג אֶת ינוּ-נַהֲרֹּ חִׁ ינוּ, אָּ סִּׁ כִׁ מוֹ-אֶת, וְּ .דָּ  



Vayeishev   Gen 37:27:3 

      

 

 

 

 

V27      Caravan of  Ishmaelites passing  

V28:3   Midianite traders passed by pulled Joseph up and sold him for 20 pieces 

     of silver to the Ishmaelites, 

V36:1   Medanites sold Joseph to Egypt to   

V25L2  Midianites and Medanites are different people derived from the sons of     

     Abrahans wife – Ketura. 

Gen 39:1  Joseph retells the story that Ishmaelites brought him to Egypt,. 

So was it Midianites, Medanites or Ishmaelites or all three who were involved in 

transporting Joseph to Egypt? 

The confusion here reflects the confusion in Joseph’s mind.  He was deep in a pit 

and could not be sure of the transactions going on above him.  Is this 

confusion the result of multiple authors or merely to uncertainty that Joseph 

experienced. 

      Gary Rendsburg p297 

Come, let us sell him to the Ishmaelites, but 
our hand shall not be upon him, for he is our 
brother, our flesh." And his brothers 
hearkened. 

יָּדֵנוּ אַל . כז ים וְּ עֵאלִׁ מְּ שְּ רֶנוּ לַיִׁ כְּ מְּ נִׁ כוּ וְּ לְּ
יו עוּ אֶחָּ מְּ שְּ רֵנוּ הוּא וַיִׁ שָּׂ ינוּ בְּ חִׁ י אָּ י בוֹ כִׁ הִׁ  תְּ



Vayesheiv   Genesis 37:28:3-14 

      

 

 

 

 

 

Midianites were passing…. 

Sold to the Ishmaelites. 

 

V25  Caravan of Ishmaelites. 

V28  Why does the Torah mention that Midianites were passing when the sale was to 

the Ishmaelites? 

V36  Yet in V36 we read that Midianites sold Joseph to Potiphar.  Yet in 39:1 we read 

that Joseph was brought down to Egypt and sold to Potiphar by Ishmaelites. 

V25 Yehudah suggested that Joseph  be sold to the Ishmaelites.  But they were spice 

traders and would not deal in slaves who had been enforced into slavery.  

Midianites did deal in slaves they were merchants and less concerned so it is 

interpreted that the Midianites bought Joseph from his brothers while he was a 

freeman and made him their slave.  Purchasing a person to be a slave who was 

already a slave was acceptable to the Ishmaelites who bought Joseph from the 

Midianites and sold him to Potiphar. 

And there passed by Midianites, 
merchantmen; and they drew and lifted up 
Joseph out of the pit, and sold Joseph to the 
Ishmaelites for twenty shekels of silver. And 
they brought Joseph into Egypt.  

ים  כח חֲרִׁ ים סֹּ יָּנִׁ דְּ ים מִׁ רוּ אֲנָּשִׁ כוּ , וַיַעַבְּ שְּ מְּ וַיִׁ

ן-וַיַעֲלוּ אֶת רוּ אֶת, הַבוֹר-יוֹסֵף מִׁ כְּ מְּ יוֹסֵף  -וַיִׁ

ים עֵאלִׁ מְּ שְּ סֶף, לַיִׁ ים כָּ רִׁ עֶשְּׂ יאוּ אֶת; בְּ בִׁ ,  יוֹסֵף-וַיָּ

ה מָּ יְּ רָּ צְּ .מִׁ  



Vayesheiv   Genesis 37:29:1-8 

      

 

 

 

 

And Reuven returned to the pit and behold Joseph was not there. 

 

Why was Reuven surprised when he saw that Joseph was not in the pit was he not 

present when the brothers sold him?  No, he was not.  Each day one of the 

brothers returned home to care for Jacob, so Reuven was absent when Joseph 

was sold. 

 

     Midrash Bereshis Rabbah 

     Kestenbaum 87 

And Reuben returned unto the pit; and, 
behold, Joseph was not in the pit; and he rent 
his clothes.  

אוּבֵן אֶל  כט ב רְּ נֵה אֵין, הַבוֹר-וַיָּשָּ הִׁ יוֹסֵף  -וְּ

רַע; בַבוֹר קְּ יו-אֶת, וַיִׁ דָּ גָּ .בְּ  



Vayesheiv   Genesis 37:30:7-8 

      

 

 

 

 

And I…. Where 

 

The letters of ‘ani ahnah’ are the first letters of the phrase: 

“A God of vengeance is the Lord as a God of vengeance He appears”.  Psalms 94:1 

 

Aleph -  Ail, nun-nikamos, yud-Hashem, aleph-Ail nun-nikamos, heh-hophiah. 

 

When Reuven saw that Yosef was no longer in the pit he immediately feared God’s 

retribution that is alluded to by the words he uttered ‘ani ahnah’. 

 

     Meam Loez 3:334 

And he returned unto his brethren, and said: 
'The child is not; and as for me, whither shall I 
go?'  

ב אֶל  ל יו-וַיָּשָּ ֹּאמַר, אֶחָּ י  , הַיֶלֶד אֵינֶנוּ  :וַי וַאֲנִׁ

י נָּה אֲנִׁ א-אָּ . בָּ  



Vayesheiv   Genesis 37:35:4-5 

      

 

 

 

 

 

All his son’s and all his daughters. 

 

This is the first reference suggesting more daughters than the one we know about 

Dinah.  Who were they? 

 

Midrash suggests that Jacob had 13 daughters,  that each of the 12 sons was born 

with a twin sister and Dinah would make 13. 

 

Or the word daughter could refer to his son’s wives, Jacob’s daughters in law, a 

common designation, or it could refer to his granddaughters. 

 

     Ramban 

     Kestenbaum 89 

And all his sons and all his daughters rose up to 
comfort him; but he refused to be comforted; 
and he said: 'Nay, but I will go down to the 
grave to my son mourning.' And his father 
wept for him.  

מוּ כָּל  לה כָּל-וַיָּקֻׁ יו וְּ נָּ נַחֲמוֹ-בָּ יו לְּ תָּ נֹּ אֵן  , בְּ מָּ וַיְּ

נַחֵם תְּ הִׁ ֹּאמֶר, לְּ י, וַי בֵל  -אֵרֵד אֶל-כִׁ י אָּ נִׁ בְּ

ה לָּ אֹּ תוֹ; שְּ ךְּ אֹּ יו, וַיֵבְּ בִׁ .אָּ  



Vayesheiv   Genesis 37:35:16-18 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

His father wept for him. 

 

His father in this verse refers to Jacob’s father Isaac. 

 

     Meam Loez 3:261 

And all his sons and all his daughters rose up to 
comfort him; but he refused to be comforted; 
and he said: 'Nay, but I will go down to the 
grave to my son mourning.' And his father 
wept for him.  

מוּ כָּל  לה כָּל-וַיָּקֻׁ יו וְּ נָּ נַחֲמוֹ-בָּ יו לְּ תָּ נֹּ אֵן  , בְּ מָּ וַיְּ

נַחֵם תְּ הִׁ ֹּאמֶר, לְּ י, וַי בֵל  -אֵרֵד אֶל-כִׁ י אָּ נִׁ בְּ

ה לָּ אֹּ תוֹ; שְּ ךְּ אֹּ יו, וַיֵבְּ בִׁ .אָּ  
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The chamberlain of the slaughters. 

 

Means that Potiphar was either Pharaoh’s: 

 

 chief butcher (Rashi) or his 

 chief executioner  (Ramban). 

 

     Kestenbaum 89 

And the Midianites sold him into Egypt unto 
Potiphar, an officer of Pharaoh's, the captain of 
the guard. {P}  

ים  לו נִׁ דָּ הַמְּ תוֹ--וְּ רוּ אֹּ כְּ יִׁם-אֶל, מָּ רָּ צְּ יפַר    :מִׁ פוֹטִׁ לְּ

ה עֹּ יס פַרְּ רִׁ ים, סְּ חִׁ {פ}  .שַׂר הַטַבָּ  
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Story of Judah and Tamar 

ER married Tamar and he died. 

Er’s brother Onan was to provide offspring for his brother by marrying and 

impregnating Tamar but Onan spilled his seed on the ground.  He was 

obligated to provide offspring for his brother.  This is called Levirate marriage 

from the word Levir (brother-in-law) in Latin.  P 306 

 

Onan is killed by God because of this behavior and Judah promises his third son to 

Tamar, Shelah when he grows up.  But Judah fails to bring Shelah to Tamar.  

V14 

 

     Gary Rendsburg p312 

Now it came about at that time that Judah was 
demoted by his brothers, and he turned away 
until [he came] to an Adullamite man, named 
Hirah. 

ה מֵאֵת  . א הוּדָּ וא וַיֵרֶד יְּ עֵת הַהִׁ י בָּ הִׁ וַיְּ
ה ירָּ מוֹ חִׁ י וּשְּ מִׁ לָּ יש עֲדֻׁ יו וַיֵט עַד אִׁ :אֶחָּ  
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The daughter of a man… whose name was Shua. 

 

Judah’s wife is called by her father’s name rather than her own because her most 

distinguishing feature was her father’s prominence. 

 

Later V12 she is called ‘bas Shua’, either “the daughter of Shua” or like Bath-

Sheba, “Bathshua”. 

 

The term ‘Canaani’ usually means “Canaanite”.  However, it is not feasible that 

Judah would violate the family prohibition of marrying a Canaanite woman.  

See 24:3,37 and 38:1.  Therefore, in BT Pesachim 50a we learn that the word 

 ‘Canaani’ also means “merchant”. 

     Targum Onkelos 

     Kestenbaum 89 

And Judah saw there a daughter of a certain 
Canaanite whose name was Shua; and he took 
her, and went in unto her.  

א  ב ה בַת-וַיַרְּ הוּדָּ ם יְּ י-שָּ נַעֲנִׁ יש כְּ מוֹ  , אִׁ וּשְּ

חֶהָּ ; שוּעַ  קָּ בֹּא אֵלֶיהָּ , וַיִׁ . וַיָּ  



Vayesheiv   Genesis 38:2:1-3 

      

 

 

 

 

The story of Judah seems to be an intrusion in the story of Joseph.  However, 

Judah’s future relative is David, founder of the Davidic dynasty. 

 

When Israel is divided ½ becomes the Kingdom of Judah following Judah’s line and 

the other the Kingdom of Israel following Joseph’s line. 

And Judah saw there a daughter of a certain 
Canaanite whose name was Shua; and he took 
her, and went in unto her.  

א  ב ה בַת-וַיַרְּ הוּדָּ ם יְּ י-שָּ נַעֲנִׁ יש כְּ מוֹ  , אִׁ וּשְּ

חֶהָּ ; שוּעַ  קָּ בֹּא אֵלֶיהָּ , וַיִׁ . וַיָּ  



Vayesheiv   Genesis 38:3:4 

     Genesis 38:4:5 

     Genesis 38:5:5 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

And he called his name …. 38:3:4 

And she called his name … 38:4:5 

And she called his name … 38:5:5 

 

Teaches us that Judah named his first son and that Judah’s wife named their second 

and third sons. 

 

     Kestenbaum 89 

And she conceived, and bore a son; and he 
called his name Er. 

א אֶת; וַתֵלֶד בֵן, וַתַהַר  ג רָּ קְּ מוֹ-וַיִׁ .עֵר, שְּ  

And she conceived again and bore a son, and 
she named him Onan. 

ן. ד מוֹ אוֹנָּ א אֶת שְּ רָּ קְּ :וַתַהַר עוֹד וַתֵלֶד בֵן וַתִׁ  

Once again she bore a son, and she named him 
Shelah, and he (Judah) was in Chezib when she 
gave birth to him. 

מוֹ  . ה א אֶת שְּ רָּ קְּ סֶף עוֹד וַתֵלֶד בֵן וַתִׁ וַתֹּ

תוֹ הּ אֹּ תָּ דְּ לִׁ יב בְּ זִׁ כְּ יָּה בִׁ הָּ ה וְּ :שֵלָּ  



Vayesheiv   Genesis 38:9:14-15    

     Genesis 38:10:1-3 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Another argument that supports the view that abortion is not permitted by Judaism 

is the prohibition against spilling one’s seed.  Certainly if there is a death 

penalty for that which is merely a rudimentary potential for life how much 

more so is it not permitted to destroy a life far more advanced on the path to 

eventually becoming a human being. 

 

      

And Onan knew that the seed would not be 
his; and it came to pass when he went in unto 
his brother's wife, that he spilled it on the 
ground, lest he should give seed to his brother.  

ן  ט רַע, וַיֵדַע אוֹנָּ יֶה הַזָּ הְּ ֹּא לוֹ יִׁ י ל ם; כִׁ יָּה אִׁ הָּ -וְּ

א אֶל יו-בָּ חִׁ ה, אֵשֶת אָּ צָּ חֵת אַרְּ שִׁ י  , וְּ תִׁ לְּ בִׁ לְּ

ן תָּ יו, זֶרַע-נְּ חִׁ אָּ .לְּ  

And the thing which he did was evil in the sight 
of the LORD; and He slew him also.  

הוָּה  י עֵינֵי יְּ ה, וַיֵרַע בְּ שָּׂ תוֹ-גַם, וַיָּמֶת; אֲשֶר עָּ . אֹּ  
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Notice that the same means by which Judah deceived Jacob Gen 37 which is the 

same means that Jacob deceived Issac Gen 27 in the same means that Tamar 

 deceives Judah Gen 38. 

 

    

1. An article of  clothing worn by Jacob to trick his father.  

2. An article of clothing  -  Joseph coat used by Judah to deceive Jacob. 

3. An article of clothing - Tamar dressed as a prostitute to deceive Judah. 

 

Is this not biblical justice?   

 

     Gary Rendsburg p135 

So she took off her widow's garb, covered [her 
head] with a veil and covered her face, and she sat 
down at the crossroads that were on the way to 
Timnah, for she saw that Shelah had grown up, but 
as for her she was not given to him for a wife. 

כַס  . יד לֶיהָּ וַתְּ הּ מֵעָּ נוּתָּ מְּ דֵי אַלְּ גְּ סַר בִׁ וַתָּ

ם   פֶתַח עֵינַיִׁ ף וַתֵשֶב בְּ עַלָּ תְּ יף וַתִׁ עִׁ בַצָּ

י  ה כִׁ אֲתָּ י רָּ ה כִׁ נָּתָּ מְּ אֲשֶר עַל דֶרֶךְ תִׁ
ה שָּ אִׁ נָּה לוֹ לְּ תְּ ֹּא נִׁ וא ל הִׁ ה וְּ דַל שֵלָּ :גָּ  



Vayeishev   Gen 38:14:9-10 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

Petach  -  Nayim  -  There is a place called Enaim near Timnah in the western edge 

of the tribal allotment if Judah.  But the words Petah Enaim which means 

“entrance to Enaim” also means “the opening of the eyes”. 

 

Could relate to the fact that Tamar was covered except for her eyes after covering 

her face with a veil. 

 

Or that she opened Judah’s eyes to the injustice he had done her by not giving 

Shelah to her. 

 

     Gary Rendsburg p135 

So she took off her widow's garb, covered [her 
head] with a veil and covered her face, and she sat 
down at the crossroads that were on the way to 
Timnah, for she saw that Shelah had grown up, but 
as for her she was not given to him for a wife. 

כַס  . יד לֶיהָּ וַתְּ הּ מֵעָּ נוּתָּ מְּ דֵי אַלְּ גְּ סַר בִׁ וַתָּ

ם   פֶתַח עֵינַיִׁ ף וַתֵשֶב בְּ עַלָּ תְּ יף וַתִׁ עִׁ בַצָּ

י  ה כִׁ אֲתָּ י רָּ ה כִׁ נָּתָּ מְּ אֲשֶר עַל דֶרֶךְ תִׁ
ה שָּ אִׁ נָּה לוֹ לְּ תְּ ֹּא נִׁ וא ל הִׁ ה וְּ דַל שֵלָּ :גָּ  
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“Recognize these” 

 

Tamar confronts Judah with the three items he gave her as a pledge that he would 

return with a baby goat, a kid. 

Notice these same words in Gen 37:32:11-12 “recognize this” is used by the 

brothers when they bring Joseph’s bloodied coat to their father Jacob. 

Who was the ring leader of that story?  It was Judah who had the idea of selling 

Joseph, killing a kid, putting Josephs coat in the blood and showing it to his 

failure. 

Here, Judah the guilty party, is confronted with the same words used in both 

episodes. 

 

     Gary Rendsburg p311 

She was taken out, and she sent to her father 
in law, saying, "From the man to whom these 
belong I am pregnant," and she said, "Please 
recognize whose signet ring, cloak, and staff 
are these?" 

יהָּ  . כה מִׁ ה אֶל חָּ חָּ לְּ יא שָּ הִׁ וא מוּצֵאת וְּ הִׁ

ה וַתֹּאמֶר   רָּ י הָּ כִׁ נֹּ יש אֲשֶר אֵלֶה לוֹ אָּ אִׁ ר לְּ לֵאמֹּ

הַמַטֶה   ים וְּ ילִׁ תִׁ הַפְּ תֶמֶת וְּ י הַחֹּ מִׁ הַכֶר נָּא לְּ
אֵלֶה :הָּ  
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And behold there were twins in her womb. 

 

When speaking of Tamar’s twins the word is spelled with an ‘aleph’ and a ‘yud’. 

 

When speaking of Rebecca’s twins 25:24 the word is spelled without the ‘aleph’ or 

‘yud’. 

 

In Tamar’s twins both grew up equally righteous, Perez and Zereh, therefore, the 

word is spelled full.  In Rebecca’s twins they were very different personalities,  

twins biologically but opposites in spirituality.  Therefore, the word for twins is 

missing 2 letters. 

 

     Rashi 

     Kestenbaum 91 

And it came to pass in the time of her travail, 
that, behold, twins were in her womb.  

י  כז הִׁ הּ, וַיְּ תָּ דְּ עֵת לִׁ ים; בְּ אוֹמִׁ נֵה תְּ הִׁ נָּהּ, וְּ טְּ בִׁ .בְּ  
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Twins in her womb. 

 

Perez was to be born second but came out before Zerah.  Another example of the 

younger brother superceding or being more successful. 

 

  Cain and Able 

  Joseph and Esau 

  Mosesd and Aaron 

 

     Gary Rendsburg p312 

And it came about when she gave birth, that 
he (the infant) stretched out his hand. So the 
midwife took and bound a crimson thread on 
his hand, saying, "This one came out first." 

יַלֶדֶת  . כח קַח הַמְּ תֶן יָּד וַתִׁ הּ וַיִׁ תָּ דְּ לִׁ י בְּ הִׁ וַיְּ

א   ר זֶה יָּצָּ י לֵאמֹּ נִׁ ר עַל יָּדוֹ שָּ שֹּ קְּ וַתִׁ
נָּה אשֹּ :רִׁ  
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Break  -  Perez 

Shine  -  Zerah 

 

These are allusions to the sun.  Which shines and the moon whose light  rises and 

fades and actually disappears (breaks) at the time of the new moon. 

Also it is an allusion to the Jewish monarchy which lasted 30 generations like the 

month has 30 days.  The light of the Jewish monarchy rose from Abraham to 

David 14 generations 15 with Solomon and then faded till the exile of King 

 Zedekiah who was made blind by Nebuchadnezzer literally and figuratively 

putting out the light of Israel just as the moon goes dark at the end of it’s 30 day 

cycle.   Rabbeinu Bachya 

     Kestenbaum 91 

 

And it came to pass, as he drew back his hand, 
that, behold his brother came out; and she 
said: 'Wherefore hast thou made a breach for 
thyself?' Therefore his name was called Perez.  

יב יָּדוֹ  כט מֵשִׁ י כְּ הִׁ יו, וַיְּ חִׁ א אָּ נֵה יָּצָּ הִׁ , וְּ

רֶץ-מַה, וַתֹּאמֶר לֶיךָ פָּ תָּ עָּ רַצְּ מוֹ; פָּ א שְּ רָּ קְּ ,  וַיִׁ

רֶץ .פָּ  

And afterward came out his brother, that had 
the scarlet thread upon his hand; and his name 
was called Zerah. {S}  

יו  ל חִׁ א אָּ אַחַר יָּצָּ י-אֲשֶר עַל, וְּ נִׁ ;  יָּדוֹ הַשָּ
מוֹ א שְּ רָּ קְּ { ס}  .זָּרַח, וַיִׁ  
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The connection of Perez and Zenoth to the moon and their future ancestor David is 

also hinted at by our reciting the sentence each month when we sanctify the 

new moon at Kiddush Levanah.  ‘David Melech Yisroel Chai V′Kayam’. 

 

During periods of persecution the Sanhedrin was not permitted to publicize it’s 

ruling regarding the start of the new month but did so by spreading that 

message through the case sentence above.  The Gematria of that sentence and 

the Gematria of the words Rosh Chodesh are the same, 819. 

 

     Rabbeinu Bachya 

     Kestenbaum 91 

 

 

And it came to pass, as he drew back his hand, 
that, behold his brother came out; and she 
said: 'Wherefore hast thou made a breach for 
thyself?' Therefore his name was called Perez.  

יב יָּדוֹ  כט מֵשִׁ י כְּ הִׁ יו, וַיְּ חִׁ א אָּ נֵה יָּצָּ הִׁ , וְּ

רֶץ-מַה, וַתֹּאמֶר לֶיךָ פָּ תָּ עָּ רַצְּ מוֹ; פָּ א שְּ רָּ קְּ ,  וַיִׁ

רֶץ .פָּ  

And afterward came out his brother, that had 
the scarlet thread upon his hand; and his name 
was called Zerah. {S}  

יו  ל חִׁ א אָּ אַחַר יָּצָּ י-אֲשֶר עַל, וְּ נִׁ ;  יָּדוֹ הַשָּ

מוֹ א שְּ רָּ קְּ { ס}  .זָּרַח, וַיִׁ  
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And Joseph was brought down to Egypt 

No archeological evidence that Israelites were in Egypt Gen Chapter 37 to Chapter 50. 

Joseph – skill – he has dreams and he can interpret dreams.  Does the Joseph story ring true? 

Hyksos – Semites in Egypt – Lived in Goshen,  brought horses to Egypt. 

Jacob and Joseph mummified for 40 days – mourned for 70 days.  Even a large number of Israelites in Egypt?  

No statues?  No external evidence.  

Does the story hang together. 

Potiphara – unjustly accused Joseph of making advances.   

 - Pati Re is an Egyptian name “that given by the sun”, similar to Potiphar.  

Pharaoh’s magicians – coptic – ancient Egyptian language written in Greek.  Seshperarch – means magician 

  in coptic.  Scribes house – life.  Scribes of the house of life = a priests school. 

Egyptian dream book.  Why were the Pharaoh’s magicians not able to interpret the dreams?  Because there  

 was no similar entry in the dream book. 

Hyroglyph recorded a 7 year famine (Sehel Island).  The Nile did not rise.  People starving to  

    death depicted on the walls.  The Joseph story is written by someone who knows Egypt that seems certain. 

The ring of gold.  Signet ring.  Given by Pharaoh to his Vizer. 

Avrek  -  means “heart to you” “may your heart remain with you”.  Used as a real Egyptian greeting and to  

 say goodbye. 

Priests keep their land.  Very authentic in Egypt 

Egyptians had a religious requirement to place the body in a tomb on the 70th day. 

     The Teaching Company 

     Gary Rendsberg 

Now Joseph had been brought down to Egypt, and Potiphar, 
Pharaoh's chamberlain, chief of the slaughterers, an Egyptian man, 
purchased him from the Ishmaelites who had brought him down 
there. 

יס  . א רִׁ יפַר סְּ נֵהוּ פוֹטִׁ קְּ ה וַיִׁ מָּ יְּ רָּ צְּ יוֹסֵף הוּרַד מִׁ וְּ

יַד   י מִׁ רִׁ צְּ יש מִׁ ים אִׁ חִׁ ה שַׂר הַטַבָּ עֹּ פַרְּ
ה מָּ הוּ שָּ דֻׁ ים אֲשֶר הוֹרִׁ עֵאלִׁ מְּ שְּ :הַיִׁ  
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Potiphar 

 

A contraction of two words ‘pitaim parim’ “he fattened bulls”. 

 

He used to fatten bulls which would be slaughtered for idol worship. 

 

     Midrash Bereishis Rabbah 

     Kestenbaum 91 

And Joseph was brought down to Egypt; and 
Potiphar, an officer of Pharaoh's, the captain of 
the guard, an Egyptian, bought him of the 
hand of the Ishmaelites, that had brought him 
down thither.  

יוֹסֵף  א ה, וְּ מָּ יְּ רָּ צְּ יפַר  ; הוּרַד מִׁ נֵהוּ פוֹטִׁ קְּ וַיִׁ

ים חִׁ ה שַׂר הַטַבָּ עֹּ יס פַרְּ רִׁ י, סְּ רִׁ צְּ יש מִׁ יַד , אִׁ מִׁ

ים עֵאלִׁ מְּ שְּ ה, הַיִׁ מָּ הוּ שָּ דֻׁ .אֲשֶר הוֹרִׁ  
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And the Lord was with Joseph 

and he was  -  successful 

and he was  -  in the house 

 of his master the Egyptian. 

 

The second “and he was” seems superfluous but not so.  It is to show us that Joseph 

served God when he was free and wealthy i.e., “successful” and when he was 

poor and a slave “in the house of his master the Egyptian”.  In both cases he 

and we should be loyal to God and God will be loyal to us. 

During the prayer for the new moon we ask for “fear of heaven”.  Why this 

redundancy? 

Because between the first and second request there is a request for wealth and 

honor.  The fear of heaven may be different in a person if he attains wealth and 

honor and therefore we ask for it before and then again after we pray for wealth 

and honor.   Torah Gems I 286 

     Hafetz Hayim 

 

 

      

And the LORD was with Joseph, and he was a 
prosperous man; and he was in the house of 
his master the Egyptian.  

הוָּה אֶת  ב י יְּ הִׁ יחַ , יוֹסֵף-וַיְּ לִׁ יש מַצְּ י אִׁ הִׁ י; וַיְּ הִׁ ,  וַיְּ
י רִׁ צְּ יו הַמִׁ נָּ בֵית אֲדֹּ .בְּ  
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39:4:7-9      He appointed him over his household 

39:4:13:14  He placed in his hands 

39:5:      He appointed him in his house 

39:6:      He left all that he had in Joseph’s custody 

 

 Why this repetitious statement? 

 

Whenever Joseph handled any item it appeared to be blessed.  Potiphar would bring 

merchandise home just so Joseph would be able to touch it. 

 

     Meam Loez 3a:301 

And Joseph found favour in his sight, and he 
ministered unto him. And he appointed him 
overseer over his house, and all that he had he 
put into his hand. 

יו  ד עֵינָּ א יוֹסֵף חֵן בְּ צָּ מְּ תוֹ, וַיִׁ רֶת אֹּ שָּ ;  וַיְּ

דֵהוּ קִׁ כָּל, בֵיתוֹ-עַל, וַיַפְּ יָּדוֹ, לוֹ-יֶש-וְּ . נָּתַן בְּ  



Vayesheiv   Genesis 39:8:1 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

There are three instances of a Shalsheles in the trop in all of Genesis. 

 

The one in this parsha occurs on the word ‘Vayemoain’ and suggests that Joseph 

thought about his father and grandfather and therefore could not sin because of 

the three part chain “the Shalsheles” between the generations. 

 

But he refused, and said unto his master's 
wife: 'Behold, my master, having me, knoweth 
not what is in the house, and he hath put all 
that he hath into my hand;  

אֵן  ח מָּ ֹּאמֶר אֶל--וַיְּ יו-וַי נָּ י  , אֵשֶת אֲדֹּ נִׁ הֵן אֲדֹּ

ֹּא י מַה-ל תִׁ יִׁת-יָּדַע אִׁ ל אֲשֶר; בַבָּ כֹּ ,  לוֹ-יֶש-וְּ

י יָּדִׁ .נָּתַן בְּ  



Vayesheiv   Genesis 39:8:1 

      

 

 

 

 

‘Shalsheles’ is recited in Bereshis on three occasions as a cantillation note: 

 

1. When Lot hesitates in leaving Sodom.  Perhaps because his property is there. 

2. When Eliezer hesitates in following Abraham’s order to go look for a wife for 

Yitzchak.  Perhaps he was thinking that his daughter might qualify as 

Yitzchuk’s wife instead. 

3. And when Joseph hesitates as he refuses Potiphar’s wife “adamantly”. 

 

It shows that Judaism understands human nature.  We are permitted to hesitate and 

to be tempted, to weigh the alternatives, to struggle with the Yatzer Horah.  But 

when we make our decision it must include a consideration of the ‘Shalsheles’ 

“the entwined braided threads”, the “Chut Hameshalosheles Sheleolom Lo 

Menatek” as Zaide, Moshe Kranzler always said.  If we have thoughts of the 

generations,  who we are, who our ancestors were, with consideration of that 

perspective, we will make the proper decision. 

 

But he refused, and said unto his master's 
wife: 'Behold, my master, having me, knoweth 
not what is in the house, and he hath put all 
that he hath into my hand;  

אֵן  ח מָּ ֹּאמֶר אֶל--וַיְּ יו-וַי נָּ י  , אֵשֶת אֲדֹּ נִׁ הֵן אֲדֹּ

י מַה-לֹּא תִׁ יִׁת-יָּדַע אִׁ ל אֲשֶר; בַבָּ כֹּ ,  לוֹ-יֶש-וְּ

י יָּדִׁ .נָּתַן בְּ  



Vayeishev   Gen 39:7:13-14 

      

 

 

 

Porphan’s wife 

Joseph was sold as a slave in Gen 37 but rose to a high position as a slave as a chief 

servant to the chief servant of Pharaoh. 

V7     “Lie with me”, she said – 2 words 

V8-9  35 words of Josephs response 

V11   “Lie with me”  -  “but he ran away”.  We are treated to 4 retelling of this 

 episode. 

V12    he got away 

V13    She saw he had fled outside 

V14    She called out to her servants, “look, the Hebrew man, bit he got away, he 

 came to dally with us”.  She is admitting her own quilt since he got away 

 from her attempts to seduce her, 

V17  She tells her husband that Joseph fled outside.  “He a Hebrew slave he came to 

 dally with me”.   Gary Rendsburg p319 

V20  Did Potiphar believe his wife?  He sent Joseph to prison where the King’s 

 prisoners were kept rather than have Joseph executed. 

Gary Rendsburg p324 

Now it came to pass after these events that his 
master's wife lifted up her eyes to Joseph, and 
she said, "Lie with me." 

א  . ז שָּ אֵלֶה וַתִׁ ים הָּ רִׁ בָּ י אַחַר הַדְּ הִׁ וַיְּ

נָּיו אֶת עֵינֶיהָּ אֶל יוֹסֵף וַתֹּאמֶר  אֵשֶת אֲדֹּ
י מִׁ ה עִׁ בָּ כְּ :שִׁ  



Vayesheiv   Genesis 39:9:21 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

I will sin against God, 

 

Joseph should have said “we will sin”,  but Joseph spoke in the singular because he 

did not wish to be put together with Potiphar’s wife even in this speech. 

 

     Torah Gems I 

     R Simcha Bunim of Pshicha 

he is not greater in this house than I; neither 
hath he kept back any thing from me but thee, 
because thou art his wife. How then can I do 
this great wickedness, and sin against God?'  

ת הַזֶה  ט דוֹל בַבַיִׁ י, אֵינֶנוּ גָּ מֶנִׁ לֹּא, מִׁ שַׂךְ  -וְּ חָּ

ה אוּמָּ י מְּ מֶנִׁ ם, מִׁ י אִׁ ךְ בַאֲשֶר אַתְּ -כִׁ -אוֹתָּ

תוֹ שְּ ה; אִׁ דֹּלָּ ה הַגְּ עָּ רָּ אֵיךְ אֶעֱשֶׂה הָּ ,  הַזֹּאת, וְּ

י אתִׁ טָּ חָּ ים, וְּ .לֵאלֹהִׁ  



Vayesheiv   Genesis 39:20:1-4, 5-13 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

Then Joseph’s master took him and placed him in the prison. 

 

This shows that despite his wife’s accusations Potiphar respected Joseph and instead 

of having his guards arrest Joseph and put him into prison, Potiphar escorted 

Joseph himself, and he put him in a prison where the King’s prisoners were 

confined.   Joseph’s crime was considered a political or white collar crime,     

so to speak.  He was not placed with dangerous criminals in order to protect 

Joseph. 

And Joseph's master took him, and put him 
into the prison, the place where the king's 
prisoners were bound; and he was there in the 
prison.  

תוֹ  כ נֵי יוֹסֵף אֹּ קַח אֲדֹּ נֵהוּ אֶל, וַיִׁ תְּ בֵית  -וַיִׁ

הַר קוֹם--הַסֹּּ ירֵי)אסורי -אֲשֶר, מְּ הַמֶלֶךְ  ( אֲסִׁ

ים י; אֲסוּרִׁ הִׁ ם-וַיְּ הַר, שָּ בֵית הַסֹּּ .בְּ  



Vayesheiv   Genesis 40:1:5-8 

      

 

 

 

 

That the butler of the King of Egypt and his baker had offended their Lord. 

 

A fly was found in the butler’s wine (Rashi quoting a midrash). 

 

Because of this little fly Joseph came to Pharaoh’s attention and eventually become 

Governor, saved Jacob and his 70 relatives which led eventually to bondage 

and then freedom, Sinai, Torah etc.  See how important even a little fly can be 

in God’s plan for the world. 

 

     Torah Gems I:288 

And it came to pass after these things, that 
the butler of the king of Egypt and his baker 
offended their lord the king of Egypt. 

י  א הִׁ אֵלֶה, וַיְּ ים הָּ רִׁ בָּ קֵה  , אַחַר הַדְּ אוּ מַשְּ טְּ חָּ

רַיִׁם-מֶלֶךְ צְּ פֶה, מִׁ אֹּ הָּ נֵיהֶם--וְּ מֶלֶךְ  , לַאֲדֹּ לְּ

ם יִׁ רָּ צְּ .מִׁ  



Vayesheiv   Genesis 40:3:4-9 

      

 

 

 

 

And he put them to be watched by the captain of the guard of the prison where 

Joseph was confined. 

 

The captain of the guard was Potiphar himself.  He was in charge of the prison 

where Joseph was confined and he could watch over Joseph’s safety. 

 

     Kestenbaum 93 

And he put them in ward in the house of the 
captain of the guard, into the prison, the place 
where Joseph was bound.  

מַר  ג שְּ מִׁ ם בְּ תָּ תֵן אֹּ ים, וַיִׁ חִׁ --בֵית שַׂר הַטַבָּ

הַר-אֶל קוֹם  :בֵית הַסֹּּ סוּר  , מְּ אֲשֶר יוֹסֵף אָּ

ם .שָּ  



Vayesheiv   Genesis 40:4:1-5 

      

 

 

 

 

 

And the captain of the guard appointed Joseph and he attended them. 

 

Potiphar was a colleague and friend of the two imprisoned officers and he was also 

the custodian of the prison.  He assigned Joseph to attend to their needs and in 

this way Joseph learned the workings of the Pharaoh’s court and made their 

acquaintance.  They knew to refer Joseph to the King when that need arose. 

 

     Kerstenbaum 93 

And the captain of the guard charged Joseph 
to be with them, and he ministered unto them; 
and they continued a season in ward.  

ים אֶת  ד חִׁ ד שַׂר הַטַבָּ קֹּ פְּ ם, יוֹסֵף-וַיִׁ תָּ --אִׁ

ם תָּ רֶת אֹּ שָּ ים; וַיְּ יוּ יָּמִׁ הְּ ר, וַיִׁ מָּ שְּ מִׁ . בְּ  



Vayesheiv   Genesis 40:13:11-14 

      

 

 

 

 

 

And you will give the cup into Pharaoh’s hand. 

 

Directly from you into the hand of Pharaoh suggesting that Pharaoh now trusts him.  

He will take the cup directly and not pass it first to a wine taster to make sure it 

isn’t poisoned. 

 

In the dream Joseph interprets that the wine steward will be back doing his job. 

The baker however, will have the bread stolen by pecking birds and will not be able 

to do his job.  It is easy to interpret that the wine steward will be ok and the 

baker will not. 

within yet three days shall Pharaoh lift up thy 
head, and restore thee unto thine office; and 
thou shalt give Pharaoh's cup into his hand, 
after the former manner when thou wast his 
butler.  

ים  יג לֹשֶת יָּמִׁ עוֹד שְּ ה אֶת, בְּ עֹּ א פַרְּ שָּ -יִׁ

ךָ, רֹּאשֶךָ יבְּ נָּתַתָּ כוֹס; כַנֶךָ-עַל, וַהֲשִׁ ה-וְּ עֹּ ,  פַרְּ

יָּדוֹ אשוֹן, בְּ רִׁ ט הָּ פָּ שְּ קֵהוּ, כַמִׁ יתָּ מַשְּ יִׁ .אֲשֶר הָּ  



Vayesheiv   Genesis 40:15:4-5 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

From the land of the Hebrews. 

 

Joseph is praised for proudly describing himself as a Hebrew.  Because of this he 

earned the privilege of being buried in Eretz Yisroel. 

 

Whereas Moses told Yethro’s daughter’s that he was an Egyptian (see Ex 2:19) and 

he was denied buriel in the Holy land. 

 

     The Stone Chumosh p220 

For indeed I was stolen away out of 
the land of the Hebrews; and here 
also have I done nothing that they 
should put me into the dungeon.'  

י  טו י-כִׁ תִׁ ב גֻׁנַבְּ ים, גֻׁנֹּ רִׁ בְּ עִׁ גַם; מֵאֶרֶץ הָּ ה -וְּ פֹּ

ֹּא ה-ל אוּמָּ י מְּ יתִׁ שִׁׂ י, עָּ י בַבוֹר-כִׁ תִׁ מוּ אֹּ .שָּׂ  



Vayesheiv   Genesis 40:17:8-10 

      

 

 

 

 

 

And the birds ate them. 

 

The butler dreamed that he actually performed the duties of his office i.e., gave the 

cup into the hand of Pharaoh. 

 

Whereas in the baker’s dream he was prevented from doing so. 

 

Their dreams contained within them a hint of the ominous consequences. 

 

     Hertz Chumosh p151 

and in the uppermost basket there 
was of all manner of baked food for 
Pharaoh; and the birds did eat them 
out of the basket upon my head.'  

יוֹן  יז עֶלְּ ה, וּבַסַּל הָּ עֹּ ל מַאֲכַל פַרְּ כֹּ מַעֲשֵׂה  --מִׁ

פֶה עוֹף; אֹּ הָּ ן, וְּ ם מִׁ תָּ כֵל אֹּ מֵעַל  --הַסַּל-אֹּ

י . רֹּאשִׁ  



Vayesheiv   Genesis 40:23:7 

      

 

 

 

 

 

And he forgot him 

 

The chief butler forgot him. 

 

Joseph should have known better than to have relied on a human to change the 

course of the future.  Because he did so God showed him that does not work 

and had him stay in prison for two more years.  A year for each time he asked. 

 

     Eliyahu Dessler 

     Mark Lensky 

     Rashi 

Yet did not the chief butler remember Joseph, 
but forgot him.  

לֹּא  כג כַר שַׂר-וְּ ים אֶת-זָּ קִׁ ,  יוֹסֵף-הַמַשְּ

חֵהוּ כָּ שְּ {פ}  .וַיִׁ  



Vayesheiv   Questions 

 

 

 

 

 

Could you study the dreams of the butler and baker and interpret their dreams just 

as accurately as did Joseph?  40:17 

 

Every tiny detail created on this earth has an important purpose even a fly 40:1. 

What is a common human failing that this story teaches us (ingratitude) 40:23 and 

what can we do about it? 



Vayesheiv   Shabbos Chanukah 

     Haftorah for Bahaalotechah 

 

 

 

“Not by might, nor by power, but by my spirit”, says the Lord of Hosts.  The 

Haftorah for this first Shabbos of Chanukah includes this statement, which 

seems to fly 

 in the face of the central event that made Chanukah possible.  The might and 

 power of the Macabees to defeat the Syrian Greeks. 

 

Yet during most of our history we only had God’s spirit to defend us through 

crusades, expulsions, the inquisition, pogroms and the holocaust.  We were 

defenseless.  Today, we must match our physical strength with spiritual 

strength.  Power must be redeemed by purpose and elevated by principle even 

Napolean understood this when he told his minister of education “You know, 

Fontaine, what astonishes me most in this world is the inability of force to 

create anything.  In the long run the sword is always beaten by the spirit”. 

 

     Rabbi Sidney Greenberg 



Miketz  (10) 
Genesis 41:1 

 



Miketz    Genesis 41:1:2-4 

      

 

 

 

 

And it came to pass at the end of two years to the day. 

 

Why did it take two more years for Joseph to be made free? 

 

Because Joseph told the chief butler on two occasions: 

 1.  remember me 

 2.  to make mention of me. 

 

This suggested that he relied on a human being to help free him instead of relying 

on God entirely (and Joseph relied on an evil person like the butler).  God 

punished him with two more years in prison. 

     Torah Gems I:291 

Even though he was in jail for two more years it seemed like merely ‘yamim’ to 

Joseph like a single day. 

     Meam Loez 3b:359 

And it came to pass at the end of two full 
years, that Pharaoh dreamed: and, behold, he 
stood by the river.  

י  א הִׁ ים, וַיְּ ם יָּמִׁ תַיִׁ נָּ קֵץ שְּ לֵם; מִׁ ה חֹּ עֹּ ,  וּפַרְּ

מֵד עַל נֵה עֹּ הִׁ ר-וְּ אֹּ .הַיְּ  



Miketz     Genesis 41:1:2-4 

      

 

 

 

 

And it occurred at the end of two years. 

 

Joseph’s imprisonment was extended two years because he asked the master of the 

cupbearers to remember him to Pharaoh.  Seeking help from a human being 

showed lack of trust in God so Joseph was punished.  On the other hand a 

person is not permitted to rely on miracles.  Pesachim 64b. 

 

So it was certainly appropriate for Joseph to take some action to bring about his 

own liberation: is this not a contradiction?  No, Joseph was both right and 

wrong.  It was proper for him to ask the master of the cup bearers to remember 

him to Pharaoh but not to believe that this would be the way his salvation 

would occur.  The proper outcome was still in the hands of God. 

 

     Twerski 86 

And it came to pass at the end of two full 
years, that Pharaoh dreamed: and, behold, he 
stood by the river.  

י  א הִׁ ים, וַיְּ ם יָּמִׁ תַיִׁ נָּ קֵץ שְּ לֵם; מִׁ ה חֹּ עֹּ ,  וּפַרְּ

מֵד עַל נֵה עֹּ הִׁ ר-וְּ אֹּ .הַיְּ  



Miketz     Genesis 41:1:8-10 

      

 

 

 

 

Behold, he stood on the river. 

 

When Pharaoh told Joseph the dream he said, 

 

“Behold I stood on the river bank”.  He changed the story in order to test Joseph’s 

powers. 

 

Joseph changed it back to the actual dream that Pharaoh had and Pharaoh knew that 

Joseph’s powers were genuine. 

 

     Torah Gems I:292 

And it came to pass at the end of two full 
years, that Pharaoh dreamed: and, behold, 
he stood by the river.  

י  א הִׁ ים, וַיְּ ם יָּמִׁ תַיִׁ נָּ קֵץ שְּ לֵם; מִׁ ה חֹּ עֹּ ,  וּפַרְּ
מֵד עַל נֵה עֹּ הִׁ ר-וְּ אֹּ .הַיְּ  



Miketz     Genesis 41:3:5-6,13 

     Genesis 41:4:1 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Came up after them 41:3:5-6 

 

Stood by them  41:3:13 

 

Consumed them  41:4:1 

 

This symbolizes the system used by the Yatzer Hara to first approach a person, then 

accompany them and then entirely consume them. 

 

     Sefat Emet 

     Torah Gems I:292 

And, behold, seven other kine came up 
after them out of the river, ill favoured and 
lean-fleshed; and stood by the other kine 
upon the brink of the river.  

רוֹת אֲחֵרוֹת  ג נֵה שֶבַע פָּ הִׁ לוֹת אַחֲרֵיהֶן  , וְּ עֹּ

ן ר-מִׁ אֹּ אֶה, הַיְּ עוֹת מַרְּ ר, רָּ שָּׂ דַקוֹת בָּ ; וְּ

רוֹת נָּה אֵצֶל הַפָּ דְּ ר-עַל, וַתַעֲמֹּ אֹּ פַת הַיְּ . שְּׂ  

And the ill-favoured and lean-fleshed kine 
did eat up the seven well-favoured and fat 
kine. So Pharaoh awoke.  

רוֹת  ד נָּה הַפָּ ת  , וַתֹּאכַלְּ דַקֹּ אֶה וְּ עוֹת הַמַרְּ רָּ

ר שָּׂ רוֹת, הַבָּ אֶה  , אֵת שֶבַע הַפָּ ת הַמַרְּ פֹּ יְּ

ת יאֹּ רִׁ הַבְּ יקַץ; וְּ ה, וַיִׁ עֹּ .פַרְּ  



Miketz     Genesis 41:3:9-13 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

And they stood next to the healthy cows (and destroyed them). 

 

Merely standing next to ugly gaunt cows representing famine and evil can result in 

being engulfed by them.  Evil cannot triumph over good if it is kept at a 

distance. 

 

Be aware of the dangers to which we and our children are exposed. 

 

     Twerski 87 

And, behold, seven other kine came up 
after them out of the river, ill favoured and 
lean-fleshed; and stood by the other kine 
upon the brink of the river.  

רוֹת אֲחֵרוֹת  ג נֵה שֶבַע פָּ הִׁ לוֹת אַחֲרֵיהֶן  , וְּ עֹּ

ן ר-מִׁ אֹּ אֶה, הַיְּ עוֹת מַרְּ ר, רָּ שָּׂ דַקוֹת בָּ ; וְּ

רוֹת נָּה אֵצֶל הַפָּ דְּ ר-עַל, וַתַעֲמֹּ אֹּ פַת הַיְּ . שְּׂ  



Miketz     Genesis 41:7:11-12 

      

 

 

 

 

 

And behold it was a dream. 

 

Singular  -  Pharaoh realized that even though he had two different visions one of 

cows and one of grain, they were part of the same dream and had the same 

message. 

 

     Meam Loez 3b:360 

 

The word “behold” tells us that the dream was so life-like that Pharaoh was 

surprised to realize it had been a dream. 

 

     Meam Loez 3b:361 

And the thin ears swallowed up the seven rank 
and full ears. And Pharaoh awoke, and, behold, 
it was a dream.  

נָּה  ז לַעְּ בְּ ים הַדַקוֹת, וַתִׁ בֳלִׁ אֵת שֶבַע , הַשִׁ

ים בֳלִׁ לֵאוֹת, הַשִׁ הַמְּ יאוֹת וְּ רִׁ ה; הַבְּ עֹּ יקַץ פַרְּ ,  וַיִׁ

נֵה חֲלוֹם הִׁ .וְּ  



Miketz     Genesis 41:8:3-4 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

And his spirit was troubled 

 

Pharaoh awoke after the second dream and his spirit was troubled.  Why was he not 

troubled after the first dream?   

 

The dream of the cattle did not trouble Pharaoh because if need be one can do 

without meat.  But when he dreamt the second dream, that there would be a 

shortage of grain so there would not even be bread, he was troubled. 

 

     Torah Gems I:293 

And it came to pass in the morning that 
his spirit was troubled; and he sent and 
called for all the magicians of Egypt, and 
all the wise men thereof; and Pharaoh 
told them his dream; but there was none 
that could interpret them unto Pharaoh.  

קֶר  ח י בַבֹּ הִׁ עֶם רוּחוֹ, וַיְּ פָּ א , וַתִׁ רָּ קְּ לַח וַיִׁ שְּ וַיִׁ

רַיִׁם-כָּל-אֶת צְּ מֵי מִׁ טֻׁ אֶת, חַרְּ מֶיהָּ -כָּל-וְּ ;  חֲכָּ

הֶם אֶת ה לָּ עֹּ סַפֵר פַרְּ אֵין, חֲלֹמוֹ-וַיְּ פוֹתֵר  -וְּ

ה עֹּ פַרְּ ם לְּ .אוֹתָּ  



Miketz     Genesis 41:8:18,21 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

And Pharaoh told them his dream and they could not interpret them. 

 

Pharaoh recognized that his dream was a singular message. 

 

The interpreters were so far from being able to understand what Pharaoh described 

that they thought he had dreams, in the plural. 

And it came to pass in the morning that his 
spirit was troubled; and he sent and called for 
all the magicians of Egypt, and all the wise 
men thereof; and Pharaoh told them his 
dream; but there was none that could 
interpret them unto Pharaoh.  

קֶר  ח י בַבֹּ הִׁ עֶם רוּחוֹ, וַיְּ פָּ א , וַתִׁ רָּ קְּ לַח וַיִׁ שְּ וַיִׁ

רַיִׁם-כָּל-אֶת צְּ מֵי מִׁ טֻׁ אֶת, חַרְּ מֶיהָּ -כָּל-וְּ ;  חֲכָּ

הֶם אֶת ה לָּ עֹּ סַפֵר פַרְּ אֵין, חֲלֹמוֹ-וַיְּ פוֹתֵר  -וְּ

ה עֹּ פַרְּ ם לְּ .אוֹתָּ  



Miketz     Genesis 41:8:19-22 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For Pharaoh 

 

This extra word, ‘le Pharaoh’, comes to tell us that they could interpret the dreams 

but not to Pharaoh’s satisfaction. 

 

     Rashi 

And it came to pass in the morning that his 
spirit was troubled; and he sent and called for 
all the magicians of Egypt, and all the wise 
men thereof; and Pharaoh told them his 
dream; but there was none that could 
interpret them unto Pharaoh.  

קֶר  ח י בַבֹּ הִׁ עֶם רוּחוֹ, וַיְּ פָּ א , וַתִׁ רָּ קְּ לַח וַיִׁ שְּ וַיִׁ

רַיִׁם-כָּל-אֶת צְּ מֵי מִׁ טֻׁ אֶת, חַרְּ מֶיהָּ -כָּל-וְּ ;  חֲכָּ

הֶם אֶת ה לָּ עֹּ סַפֵר פַרְּ אֵין, חֲלֹמוֹ-וַיְּ פוֹתֵר  -וְּ

ה עֹּ פַרְּ ם לְּ .אוֹתָּ  



Miketz     Genesis 41:12:3-5 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rashi says this means to imply: 

 

A young man -  a fool  -  one who act childishly. 

Hebrew  -  not even familiar with our language and our culture and laws. 

Slave  -  The Egyptian constitution prevented a slave from holding any important or 

 authoritative position.  

 

Notice everything he could think of to belittle Joseph,  he mentioned.  Such is the 

way with prejudiced people.  Even after you befriend them they have nothing 

good to say about you. 

 

     Meam Loez 3b:362 

And there was with us there a young man, a 
Hebrew, servant to the captain of the guard; 
and we told him, and he interpreted to us our 
dreams; to each man according to his dream 
he did interpret.  

י  יב רִׁ בְּ נוּ נַעַר עִׁ תָּ ם אִׁ שָּ ים, וְּ חִׁ שַׂר הַטַבָּ ,  עֶבֶד לְּ

סַפֶר ר, לוֹ-וַנְּ תָּ פְּ נוּ אֶת-וַיִׁ תֵינוּ-לָּ יש    :חֲלֹמֹּ אִׁ

ר, כַחֲלֹמוֹ תָּ .פָּ  



Miketz     

 

Joseph’s betrayals: 

 Brothers sold him into slavery. 

 Potiphar’s wife claimed that he tried to seduce her. 

 The chief butler forgot about him. 

 

He was raised as a favorite child: 

 His father gave him the cloak of many colors a sign of leadership over the 

family. 

 He related to his brothers his two egocentric dreams. 

Could such a young person, coddled by his father, unconcerned about the feelings of 

his siblings and self absorbed, ever become a sensitive mature and 

understanding leader? 

It is clear that he would need dramatic experiences to allow him to grow.  These 

experiences, though destabilizing and tearing us away from what we have 

become accustomed to, are difficult and necessary to make a person sensitive, 

understanding of others, and appreciative.  They are the only way we can gain a 

full measure of our potential and competence, and to live lives that will be a 

blessing to others and to ourselves. 

      Rabbi Sidney Goldstein11 

      Jewish Star Dec 27, 2000 



Miketz     Genesis 41:14:6-8 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

They made him run from the pit. 

 

Joseph left the dungeon on Rosh Hashanah 

  

 1 Tishre  2230           Sept 24,  1532  BCE 

 

Although the Torah had not yet been given, the patriarchs followed it and would not 

have shaved on Rosh Hashanah.  But not to shave in order to look presentable 

might result in death showing disrespect for Pharaoh.  The lesser act is 

permitted and not to be a place for unnecessary strickness. 

 

     Meam Loez 3b:363 

Then Pharaoh sent and called Joseph, and they 
brought him hastily out of the dungeon. And 
he shaved himself, and changed his raiment, 
and came in unto Pharaoh.  

א אֶת  יד רָּ קְּ ה וַיִׁ עֹּ לַח פַרְּ שְּ יצֻׁהוּ  , יוֹסֵף-וַיִׁ רִׁ וַיְּ

ן יו; הַבוֹר-מִׁ לֹתָּ מְּ חַלֵף שִׁׂ גַלַח וַיְּ -וַיָּבֹּא אֶל, וַיְּ

ה עֹּ .פַרְּ  



Miketz     Genesis 41:25:13-14 

      

 

 

 

 

He told Pharaoh 

 

He told him because it was so near ready to be fulfilled.  Gen 41:25:13-14 

     

He showed to Pharaoh  Gen 41:28:10-12 

He showed it to him because the 7 bad years were remote and distant. 

 

     Rashi 

And Joseph said unto Pharaoh: 'The dream of 
Pharaoh is one; what God is about to do He 
hath declared unto Pharaoh.  

ֹּאמֶר יוֹסֵף אֶל  כה ה-וַי עֹּ ה  , פַרְּ עֹּ חֲלוֹם פַרְּ

ד הוּא שֶׂה  :אֶחָּ ים עֹּ אֱלֹהִׁ יד , אֵת אֲשֶר הָּ גִׁ הִׁ

ה עֹּ פַרְּ . לְּ  



Miketz     Genesis 41:29:5-9 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

There will be a great surplus in the Land of Egypt. 

 

This tells us that only Egypt will have a surplus during the first seven years. 

 

     Meam Loez 3b:367 

Behold, there come seven years of great plenty 
throughout all the land of Egypt. 

ים  כט נִׁ נֵה שֶבַע שָּ אוֹת, הִׁ דוֹל--בָּ ע גָּ בָּ , שָּׂ

כָּל יִׁם-בְּ רָּ צְּ . אֶרֶץ מִׁ  



Miketz     Genesis 41:30:11-14 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

The famine will ravage the land. 

 

This tells us that the famine will not be limited to Egypt i.e., the entire then known 

world will experience the severe famine. 

 

     Meam Loez 3b:367 

And there shall arise after them seven years of 
famine; and all the plenty shall be forgotten in 
the land of Egypt; and the famine shall 
consume the land; 

ב  ל עָּ נֵי רָּ מוּ שֶבַע שְּ קָּ כַח כָּל, אַחֲרֵיהֶן, וְּ שְּ נִׁ -וְּ

ע בָּ יִׁם, הַשָּ רָּ צְּ אֶרֶץ מִׁ ב; בְּ עָּ רָּ ה הָּ לָּ כִׁ -אֶת, וְּ

רֶץ אָּ .הָּ  



Miketz     Genesis 41:33:5-6 

      

 

 

 

Yosef Hatzadik Joseph the righteous one. 

 

What makes him uniquely righteous? 

God never speaks to Yosef yet Yosef is constantly invoking God’s name. 

 1.  When Potiphara tries to induce Joseph to sin he says,  “How can I sin against 

 God?”   Gen 39:6. 

 2.  In prison with the butler and baker.  “Do not interpretations belong to 

 God?”  Gen 40:8 

 3.  Yosef  before Pharaoh.  “It is not for me to interpret dreams, God will give 

 Pharaoh an answer of peace”.  Gen 41:16. 

And in each step of his interpretation and plan for the future Joseph mentions God’s 

name  Gen 41:25, 28,32 

Joseph continuously mentions God’s name even in the alien environment of Egypt 

 and before the lowly imprisoned butler and baker as well as the most high 

Pharaoh, even though God does not ever actually speak to him. 

The true test is to feel God’s presence even when God is silent. 

     Rabbi Avi Weiss  Jewish Journal Dec 26, 2000 

Now therefore let Pharaoh look out a man 
discreet and wise, and set him over the land of 
Egypt.  

ה  לג עֹּ ה יֵרֶא פַרְּ עַתָּ כָּם, וְּ חָּ יש נָּבוֹן וְּ ;  אִׁ
יתֵהוּ ישִׁ יִׁם-עַל, וִׁ רָּ צְּ . אֶרֶץ מִׁ  



Miketz     Genesis 41:33:1-3 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

Now let Pharaoh choose a man discerning and wise. 

 

Why did Joseph give him advice he was only asked to interpret the dream this 

seems to go beyond that task? 

 

Not really.  The part where Pharaoh awoke was something that Pharaoh dreamed 

also and therefore Joseph interpreted that part of Pharaoh’s dream as signifying 

that Pharaoh should awake from his slumber and choose an alert and aware 

person to save the country from starvation. 

 

     Torah Gems I:295 

Now therefore let Pharaoh look out a man 
discreet and wise, and set him over the land of 
Egypt.  

ה  לג עֹּ ה יֵרֶא פַרְּ עַתָּ כָּם, וְּ חָּ יש נָּבוֹן וְּ ;  אִׁ

יתֵהוּ ישִׁ יִׁם-עַל, וִׁ רָּ צְּ . אֶרֶץ מִׁ  



Miketz     Genesis 41:33:1 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

Now 

 

Means that even though the problem time of famine is 7 tears away, you must 

prepare for it now during the good and plentiful years.  So choose a discerning 

and wise man now. 

 

     Torah Gems I:296 

Now therefore let Pharaoh look out a man 
discreet and wise, and set him over the land of 
Egypt.  

ה  לג עֹּ ה יֵרֶא פַרְּ עַתָּ כָּם, וְּ חָּ יש נָּבוֹן וְּ ;  אִׁ

יתֵהוּ ישִׁ יִׁם-עַל, וִׁ רָּ צְּ . אֶרֶץ מִׁ  



Miketz     Genesis 41:34:7-10 

      

 

 

 

 

 

And prepare the land of Egypt. 

 

The word for “prepare” is ‘chimaish’ from the root word ‘chamesh’, 5.  This 

suggests that Pharaoh should double the tax from 1/10th to 2/10 = 1/5th to store 

up food for the famine years. 

 

Others say ‘chimaish’ suggests that Pharaoh should purchase 1/5th of the land of 

Egypt to obtain grain to sell to the people during the lean years. 

 

     Rashbam 

     Radak 

     Stone Chumosh 

Let Pharaoh do this, and let him appoint 
overseers over the land, and take up the fifth 
part of the land of Egypt in the seven years of 
plenty.  

ה  לד עֹּ ים עַל, יַעֲשֶׂה פַרְּ דִׁ קִׁ קֵד פְּ יַפְּ רֶץ-וְּ אָּ ;  הָּ

מֵש אֶת חִׁ רַיִׁם-וְּ צְּ ע, אֶרֶץ מִׁ בָּ נֵי הַשָּ שֶבַע שְּ .בְּ  



Miketz     Genesis 41:37:1-4 

      

 

 

 

 

 

And the thing was good in the eyes of Pharaoh. 

 

Why? 

The plan would save his people’s lives. 

The whole world would be forced to come to Egypt to beg for and to buy food. 

He could set the price as high as he wished and accumulate great riches for himself 

and his kingdom.  

Was this God’s intention that Pharaoh be wealthy? 

No, it was a method of gathering all the riches into Egypt so when the Bnei Israel 

left 210 years later they could leave with great wealth.  Gen 15:14 

 

     Meam Loez 3b:369 

And the thing was good in the eyes of Pharaoh, 
and in the eyes of all his servants.  

ר  לז בָּ יטַב הַדָּ ה, וַיִׁ עֹּ עֵינֵי פַרְּ עֵינֵי, בְּ יו-כָּל, וּבְּ דָּ .עֲבָּ  



Miketz     Genesis 41:37:1-4 

      

 

 

 

 

 

And the matter was good in the eyes of Pharaoh. 

 

Usually when a subject told the king that some bad would befall the Kingdom the 

King punished that person.  But Joseph was able to tell Pharaoh only good. 

  

 The years of plenty – thats good, 

 The years of famine  -  are also good because during those “bad” years the 

Pharaoh would be able to sell grain and gather all the riches cattle and land of 

the area for himself. 

 

     Meam Loez 3b:368 

And the thing was good in the eyes of Pharaoh, 
and in the eyes of all his servants.  

ר  לז בָּ יטַב הַדָּ ה, וַיִׁ עֹּ עֵינֵי פַרְּ עֵינֵי, בְּ יו-כָּל, וּבְּ דָּ .עֲבָּ  



Miketz     Genesis 41:37:1-4 

      

 

 

 

 

 

It also teaches that whatever the Israelites took from Egypt was justified since it was 

brought there by the plan of God in order for the Israelites to have it when they 

left. 

 

God and Joseph were the reason Egypt was able to accumulate such wealth. 

 

     Meam Loez 3b:367 

And the thing was good in the eyes of Pharaoh, 
and in the eyes of all his servants.  

ר  לז בָּ יטַב הַדָּ ה, וַיִׁ עֹּ עֵינֵי פַרְּ עֵינֵי, בְּ יו-כָּל, וּבְּ דָּ .עֲבָּ  



Miketz     Genesis 41:39:12-15 

      

 

 

 

 

There is none as discerning and wise as you. 

 

Usually a person who brings bad news to a King is punished by the King.  Joseph 

knew this.  How did he get away with telling the King about the 7 years of 

famine that would come after the 7 years of plenty? 

 

He showed the King that even the famine was actually a good for Egypt.  Pharaoh 

could sell the extra grain to the hungry people and get all their property. 

 

     Torah Gems I:296 

And Pharaoh said unto Joseph: 'Forasmuch as 
God hath shown thee all this, there is none so 
discreet and wise as thou.  

ה אֶל  לט עֹּ ֹּאמֶר פַרְּ יעַ  , יוֹסֵף-וַי אַחֲרֵי הוֹדִׁ

ךָ אֶת ים אוֹתְּ ֹּאת-כָּל-אֱלֹהִׁ כָּם-אֵין, ז חָּ ,  נָּבוֹן וְּ

.כָּמוֹךָ  



Miketz     Genesis 41:43:9 

      

 

 

 

 

 

Abrech  

 

Can mean AV-father (in wisdom) and Rakh-tender (in years).  

     Rashi 

 

Or it can come from the root word ‘Birkayim’,  “knees” – meaning – “fall on your 

knees”.  (Rashi) 

     Torah Gems I:298 

This was a supreme irony.  Since the brothers had asked, “shall we bow down to 

you”?   Gen 37:10 

     Meam Loez 3b:367 

And he made him to ride in the second chariot 
which he had; and they cried before him: 
'Abrech'; and he set him over all the land of 
Egypt.  

תוֹ  מג כֵב אֹּ נֶה אֲשֶר, וַיַרְּ שְּ כֶבֶת הַמִׁ רְּ מִׁ ,  לוֹ-בְּ

יו נָּ פָּ אוּ לְּ רְּ קְּ רֵךְ, וַיִׁ תוֹ; אַבְּ נָּתוֹן אֹּ אֶרֶץ -עַל כָּל, וְּ

ם יִׁ רָּ צְּ .מִׁ  



Miketz     Genesis 41:45:5-6,10 

      

 

 

 

 

 

Tzaphenath Paneah 

 

From ‘tzaphan’ meaning “hidden” and ‘yapah – nach’ “easily reveals”. 

 

He who easily reveals the hidden. 

 

Asenath 

 

Daughter of Dinah whom Shechem, son of Chamor, had fathered.  Jacob had to hide 

her under a bush (Seneh).  Potiphar is mentioned as her father because he raised 

her as his daughter. 

     Meam Loez 3b:376 

And Pharaoh called Joseph's name Zaphenath-
paneah; and he gave him to wife Asenath the 
daughter of Poti-phera priest of On. And 
Joseph went out over the land of Egypt.--  

ה שֵם  מה עֹּ א פַרְּ רָּ קְּ נֵחַ , יוֹסֵף-וַיִׁ נַת פַעְּ פְּ , צָּ

תֶן נַת בַת-לוֹ אֶת-וַיִׁ סְּ ן-אָּ הֵן אֹּ י פֶרַע כֹּ , פוֹטִׁ

ה שָּ אִׁ יִׁם-עַל, וַיֵצֵא יוֹסֵף; לְּ רָּ צְּ . אֶרֶץ מִׁ  



Miketz     Genesis 41:45:7-13 

      

 

 

 

 

And Joseph was given Asenath as a wife daughter of Potiphara. 

 

It is a vindication of Joseph’s behavior that he was given Asenath daughter of 

Potiphar for a wife. 

 

No man whose wife had been involved with a man for illicit behavior would ever  

 give his daughter to such a person for a wife. 

 

No father would entrust his daughter to a man with low morals and unrestrained 

sexual urgings. 

 

     R Sholom Lipsker, Miami  2000 

And Pharaoh called Joseph's name Zaphenath-
paneah; and he gave him to wife Asenath the 
daughter of Poti-phera priest of On. And 
Joseph went out over the land of Egypt.-- 

ה שֵם  מה עֹּ א פַרְּ רָּ קְּ נֵחַ , יוֹסֵף-וַיִׁ נַת פַעְּ פְּ , צָּ

תֶן נַת בַת-לוֹ אֶת-וַיִׁ סְּ ן-אָּ הֵן אֹּ י פֶרַע כֹּ , פוֹטִׁ

ה שָּ אִׁ יִׁם-עַל, וַיֵצֵא יוֹסֵף; לְּ רָּ צְּ .אֶרֶץ מִׁ  



Miketz     Genesis 41:50:5-8 

      

 

 

 

 

 

And to Joseph were born two sons before the year of famine came. 

 

His sons were born before the years of famine.  This sentence comes to teach us that 

when people are suffering others should not be enjoying themselves.  You must 

not disassociate yourself from a general calamity but must partake in the grief 

so you can properly partake in its consolation. 

 

     Meam Loez 3b:379 

And unto Joseph were born two sons before 
the year of famine came, whom Asenath the 
daughter of Poti-phera priest of On bore unto 
him.  

ים  נ נִׁ נֵי בָּ יוֹסֵף יֻׁלַד שְּ נַת  , וּלְּ בוֹא שְּ טֶרֶם תָּ בְּ

ב עָּ רָּ ה, הָּ דָּ נַת-אֲשֶר יָּלְּ סְּ י פֶרַע  -בַת, לוֹ אָּ פוֹטִׁ

הֵן אוֹן .כֹּ  



Miketz     Genesis 41:51:15-16 

      

 

 

 

 

Joseph named his first born Manasseh because God “made me forget, ‘ Nashah’, all 

my troubles and my father’s house”. 

 

“Now that I have reached a high position I have forgotten my difficult times as a 

slave and a prisoner and my father’s house”.  And he forgot all the Torah that he 

had learned in his “father’s house”.  By calling his son Manasseh he would 

remember this misfortune and it would prod him to return to his studies when 

his busy schedule permitted. 

 

     Meam Loez 3b:380 

And Joseph called the name of the first-born 
Manasseh: 'for God hath made me forget all 
my toil, and all my father's house.'  

א יוֹסֵף אֶת  נא רָּ קְּ כוֹר-וַיִׁ נַשֶה, שֵם הַבְּ י  :מְּ -כִׁ

ים אֶת י אֱלֹהִׁ י-כָּל-נַשַנִׁ לִׁ אֵת כָּל, עֲמָּ י-וְּ בִׁ .בֵית אָּ  



Miketz     Genesis 41:55:14-20 

      

 

 

 

 

 

Go to Joseph; whatever he tells you, do it. 

 

Note:  The Torah does not tell us what Joseph told them to do, 

 

He told them to circumcise themselves in hopes that this might be the first step in 

their recognition of the true God.  But the Egyptians had heard how the entire 

city of Shechem had been massacred on the third day after submitting to 

circumcision and they were afraid that Joseph had a similar plan in mind for 

them. 

 

     Meam Loez 3b:382 

And when all the land of Egypt was famished, 
the people cried to Pharaoh for bread; and 
Pharaoh said unto all the Egyptians: 'Go unto 
Joseph; what he saith to you, do.'  

עַב כָּל  נה רְּ רַיִׁם-וַתִׁ צְּ ם אֶל, אֶרֶץ מִׁ עָּ עַק הָּ צְּ -וַיִׁ

חֶם ה לַלָּ עֹּ כָּל; פַרְּ ה לְּ עֹּ ֹּאמֶר פַרְּ כוּ -וַי ם לְּ רַיִׁ צְּ מִׁ

כֶם תַעֲשׂוּ-אֲשֶר, יוֹסֵף-אֶל ֹּאמַר לָּ . י  



Miketz     Genesis 41:55:1-4 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

And all of Egypt hungered. 

 

The people of Egypt had been forewarned of the famine and had taken precautions 

against it.  If they nonetheless hungered it must be because their stores rotted or 

were used up from the effects of the severe famine. 

 

      Rashi 

And when all the land of Egypt was famished, 
the people cried to Pharaoh for bread; and 
Pharaoh said unto all the Egyptians: 'Go unto 
Joseph; what he saith to you, do.'  

עַב כָּל  נה רְּ רַיִׁם-וַתִׁ צְּ ם אֶל, אֶרֶץ מִׁ עָּ עַק הָּ צְּ -וַיִׁ

חֶם ה לַלָּ עֹּ כָּל; פַרְּ ה לְּ עֹּ ֹּאמֶר פַרְּ כוּ -וַי ם לְּ רַיִׁ צְּ מִׁ

כֶם תַעֲשׂוּ-אֲשֶר, יוֹסֵף-אֶל ֹּאמַר לָּ . י  



Miketz     Genesis 42:1:1-2 

      

 

 

 

 

 

And Jacob saw 

 

How could he see – Jacob was not in Egypt? 

 

This indicates that Jacob had a prophetic vision and saw that in Egypt there would 

be a means to obtain food. 

 

     Meam Loez 3b:384 

Now Jacob saw that there was corn in Egypt, 
and Jacob said unto his sons: 'Why do ye look 
one upon another?'  

ב  א א יַעֲקֹּ י יֶש, וַיַרְּ יִׁם-כִׁ רָּ צְּ מִׁ ֹּאמֶר  ; שֶבֶר בְּ וַי

יו נָּ בָּ ב לְּ אוּ, יַעֲקֹּ רָּ תְּ ה תִׁ מָּ .לָּ  



Miketz    Gen 42:1:3-6 

 

 

 

 

 

 

That there was grain in Egypt. 

 

Rashi suggest the word ‘saivair’ “grain” be written ‘sevair’ – “hope” hope for food, 

 life and perhaps hope for finding Joseph. 

 

    Rashi 

Now Jacob saw that there was corn in Egypt, 
and Jacob said unto his sons: 'Why do ye look 
one upon another?'  

ב  א א יַעֲקֹּ י יֶש, וַיַרְּ יִׁם-כִׁ רָּ צְּ מִׁ ֹּאמֶר  ; שֶבֶר בְּ וַי

יו נָּ בָּ ב לְּ אוּ, יַעֲקֹּ רָּ תְּ ה תִׁ מָּ .לָּ  



Miketz    Gen 42:2:8 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Go down there 

 

Hints that Jacob foresaw that his sons would be degraded, brought down, by Joseph 

when they came to Egypt. 

 

Jacob could just as well have said ‘Lekhu’ “go” to Egypt.  The word redu’ has a 

special significance.  The numerical equivalence, 210, indicates that from the time 

Jacob emigrated to Egypt until the Exodus there would be 210 years. 

 

    Rashi 

    Meam Loez 3b:385 

And he said: 'Behold, I have heard that there is 
corn in Egypt. Get you down thither, and buy 
for us from thence; that we may live, and not 
die.'  

ֹּאמֶר  ב י--וַי תִׁ מַעְּ נֵה שָּ י יֶש, הִׁ שֶבֶר  -כִׁ

ם יִׁ רָּ צְּ מִׁ דוּ; בְּ רוּ-רְּ בְּ שִׁ ה וְּ מָּ ם-שָּ שָּ נוּ מִׁ יֶה  , לָּ חְּ נִׁ וְּ

ֹּא נָּמוּת ל . וְּ  



Miketz    Gen 42:3:2-4 

 

 

 

 

 

 

10 brothers were sent down 

 

Question:  Why did Jacob have to send 10 sons (not including Joseph of course and  

Benjamin) and their helpers down to Egypt to buy food for the family could he not 

have sent 2-3-4 and they could purchase for all? 

 

Answer:  Since Joseph was sold there was discard among Jacob’s sons and they 

could not be relied upon to help one another.  Therefore each head of a part of the 

family had to go down to Egypt to buy food for his own small part of the family. 

 

Jacob sent 10 so they could pray together as a minyon. 

And Joseph's ten brethren went down to buy 
corn from Egypt.  

דוּ אֲחֵי  ג ה, יוֹסֵף-וַיֵרְּ רָּ ר, עֲשָּׂ ר בָּ בֹּ שְּ יִׁם, לִׁ רָּ צְּ מִׁ .מִׁ  



Miketz    Gen 42:3:2-4 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Why did Joseph not notify his father that he was alive. 

 

While he was a slave his brothers might have intercepted the message in order not to 

be embarrassed by their father’s knowledge of their bad deed.  And perhaps he 

would curse them and all the brothers would die or the brothers would try to find 

Joseph and finish the job, meaning kill him later.  He was no longer afraid they 

would kill him but he did not want to embarrass his brothers and did not want to 

cause them shame. 

And Joseph's ten brethren went down to buy 
corn from Egypt.  

דוּ אֲחֵי  ג ה, יוֹסֵף-וַיֵרְּ רָּ ר, עֲשָּׂ ר בָּ בֹּ שְּ יִׁם, לִׁ רָּ צְּ מִׁ .מִׁ  



Miketz    Gen 42:3:2-4 

 

 

 

 

 

 

And ten brothers of Joseph went down. 

 

Note: the Torah refers to them not as the 10 sons of Jacob but as the 10 brothers of 

Joseph to indicate that they regretted what they had done to him and still recalled 

him and their relationship to him after all these years, 

 

    Meam Loez 3b:385 

    Rashi 

And Joseph's ten brethren went down to buy 
corn from Egypt.  

דוּ אֲחֵי  ג ה, יוֹסֵף-וַיֵרְּ רָּ ר, עֲשָּׂ ר בָּ בֹּ שְּ יִׁם, לִׁ רָּ צְּ מִׁ .מִׁ  



Miketz    Gen 42:5:5-6 

 

 

 

 

 

Among the arrivals 

 

It does not say ‘im’ “with” the arrivals but amongst indicating that that they were 

mixed with the people so as not to appear as a group.  Since they were powerful and 

handsome they would be less threatening interspersed with others. 

 

     Rashi 

And the sons of Israel came to buy among 
those that came; for the famine was in the 
land of Canaan. 

אֵל  ה רָּ שְּׂ נֵי יִׁ אוּ בְּ בֹּ ים, וַיָּ אִׁ תוֹךְ הַבָּ ר בְּ בֹּ שְּ י  :לִׁ -כִׁ

ב עָּ רָּ יָּה הָּ עַן, הָּ נָּ אֶרֶץ כְּ .בְּ  



Miketz    Gen 42:7:8-10 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Joseph saw his brothers and he recognized them but he acted like a stranger toward 

them. 

 

Can it be that Joseph HaTzadik exacted revenge on his brothers and tormented 

them?  We would expect this Tzaddik  to not harbor a grudge but to magnanimously 

forgive them! 

 

But if he had they would forever be ashamed.  They could not redeem themselves.  

This act of Teshuvah requires that a person be put into the same situation and this 

time act in a proper manner.  Joseph acted with favoritism toward Benjamin to cause 

jealousy and threatened to keep him.  The brothers offered to take his place.  Far 

from being a vengeful torment Joseph’s actions were in their interest.  His actions 

allowed them to redeem their self esteem, a vital ingredient of healthy living.  

    Twerski 89 

And Joseph saw his brethren, and he knew 
them, but made himself strange unto them, 
and spoke roughly with them; and he said unto 
them: 'Whence come ye?' And they said: 'From 
the land of Canaan to buy food.'  

א יוֹסֵף אֶת  ז יו-וַיַרְּ רֵם, אֶחָּ נַכֵר  ; וַיַכִׁ תְּ וַיִׁ

שוֹת ם קָּ תָּ דַבֵר אִׁ ֹּאמֶר אֲלֵהֶם  , אֲלֵיהֶם וַיְּ וַי

אתֶם ן בָּ רוּ, מֵאַיִׁ ֹּאמְּ ר, וַי בָּ שְּ נַעַן לִׁ -מֵאֶרֶץ כְּ

כֶל .אֹּ  



Miketz    Gen 42:7:5 

    Gen 42:8:1-4 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Why does the Torah repeat itself and tell us in sentence 7 and again in sentence 8 

that Joseph recognized his brothers? 

 

“And Joseph saw his brother and recognized them” as a group Gen 42:8.   

“And Joseph recognized his brothers”.  Now being with them a little longer he could 

identify which one was which, as individuals. 

     

    Meam Loez 3b:389 

And Joseph saw his brethren, and he knew 
them, but made himself strange unto them, 
and spoke roughly with them; and he said unto 
them: 'Whence come ye?' And they said: 'From 
the land of Canaan to buy food.'  

א יוֹסֵף אֶת  ז יו-וַיַרְּ רֵם, אֶחָּ נַכֵר  ; וַיַכִׁ תְּ וַיִׁ

שוֹת ם קָּ תָּ דַבֵר אִׁ ֹּאמֶר אֲלֵהֶם  , אֲלֵיהֶם וַיְּ וַי

אתֶם ן בָּ רוּ, מֵאַיִׁ ֹּאמְּ ר, וַי בָּ שְּ נַעַן לִׁ -מֵאֶרֶץ כְּ

כֶל .אֹּ  

And Joseph knew his brethren, but they knew 
him not.  

יו-אֶת, וַיַכֵר יוֹסֵף  ח הֵם; אֶחָּ הוּ, וְּ רֻׁ כִׁ ֹּא הִׁ .ל  



Miketz    Gen 42:9:1-7 

 

 

 

 

 

 

And Joseph remembered the dreams that he dreamt. 

 

Why is this recollection of the dreams that he had appropriate at this point in the 

story? 

 

Because Joseph sees that the dream he had of his brothers bowing down to him has 

been fulfilled Gen 42:6  “and they bowed to him” “with their faces to the earth”, 

‘apayim arztah’. 

 

    Meam Loez 3b:390 

And Joseph remembered the dreams which he 
dreamed of them, and said unto them: 'Ye are 
spies; to see the nakedness of the land ye are 
come.'  

ר יוֹסֵף  ט כֹּ זְּ לַם , אֵת הַחֲלֹמוֹת--וַיִׁ אֲשֶר חָּ

הֶם ים אַתֶם; לָּ לִׁ רַגְּ ֹּאמֶר אֲלֵהֶם מְּ אוֹת  , וַי רְּ לִׁ

אתֶם-אֶת רֶץ בָּ אָּ וַת הָּ .עֶרְּ  



Miketz    Gen 42:9:8-11 

 

 

 

 

 

And he said to them, “You are spies”. 

 

Joseph knew they were not spies why did he accuse them falsely?  It is not proper 

that Joseph the righteous should accuse people falsely. 

 

The word ‘miraglim’ – “spies” is actually an acronym of words that tell the precise 

facts accurately it stands for mem-mayimi  - from my mother 

       resh-Rachel  -  Rachel 

           gimel – ganavrem  -  you stole me 

      lamed – leMidyanim   -  and to Midionites 

               yud – Ismaelim  -  Ismaelites 

          mem – machartem  -  You sold me 

 

    Meam Loez 3b:390 

    

And Joseph remembered the dreams which he 
dreamed of them, and said unto them: 'Ye are 
spies; to see the nakedness of the land ye are 
come.'  

ר יוֹסֵף  ט כֹּ זְּ לַם , אֵת הַחֲלֹמוֹת--וַיִׁ אֲשֶר חָּ

הֶם ים אַתֶם; לָּ לִׁ רַגְּ ֹּאמֶר אֲלֵהֶם מְּ אוֹת  , וַי רְּ לִׁ

אתֶם-אֶת רֶץ בָּ אָּ וַת הָּ .עֶרְּ  



Miketz     Genesis 42:14:9-10 

      

 

 

 

 

 

You are spies 

 

Anytime you swear falsely swear by Pharaoh.  By Pharaoh’s life etc. 42:15:3-4. 

You are spies.  You entered through 10 entrances, 

 you say you look for your brother.  If you find him you will take him even if we 

do not want to sell him to you for ransom.  You would even make war on us to 

get him.  Therefore, you are dangerous to our society.  And I know that you are 

murderers and you killed an entire city.  (refers to Shechem!!) 

And Joseph said unto them: 'That is it that I 
spoke unto you, saying: Ye are spies.  

ֹּאמֶר אֲלֵהֶם  יד י  , הוּא  :יוֹסֵף, וַי תִׁ בַרְּ אֲשֶר דִׁ

ר ים אַתֶם--אֲלֵכֶם לֵאמֹּ לִׁ רַגְּ .מְּ  



Miketz     Genesis 42:15:3-4 

      

 

 

 

 

By the life of Pharaoh. 

 

Joseph swore not by God’s name but by Pharaoh’s name since he knew the oaths 

were only partly true.   

 

He did however keep each oath.  He did not let them leave until the younger brother 

came. 

 

And since they proved the truth of their words they were not spies. 

 

     Meam Loez 3b-392 

Hereby ye shall be proved, as Pharaoh liveth, 
ye shall not go forth hence, except your 
youngest brother come hither.  

ֹּאת  טו ז חֵנוּ, בְּ בָּ ם  :תִׁ ה אִׁ עֹּ אוּ -חֵי פַרְּ תֵצְּ

זֶה ם, מִׁ י אִׁ ן הֵנָּה-כִׁ טֹּ יכֶם הַקָּ בוֹא אֲחִׁ .בְּ  



Miketz     Genesis 42:17:5-6 

      

 

 

 

 

Then he herded them into a ward for a three day period. 

 

Joseph imprisoned his brothers for three days to atone for the three wrongs they had 

done to him: 

 Stripped Joseph of his tunic 37:23 

 Cast him into the pit  37:24 

 Sold Joseph.   37:28   Baal HaTurim 

 

Joseph’s motive was not revenge and if it were he would have imprisoned them for 

a much longer time.  But by being punished for those acts here on earth they 

would be protected from a more harsh heavenly punishment. 

 

     Kestenbaum 101 

And he put them all together into ward 
three days.  

ם אֶל  יז תָּ ף אֹּ ר-וַיֶאֱסֹּ מָּ שְּ ים, מִׁ לֹשֶת יָּמִׁ .שְּ  



Miketz     Genesis 42:21:5 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

But we are guilty because of our brother. 

 

Question:  What is the meaning of the word ‘but’ in this sentence? 

Answer:     The fact that Joseph considered them to be brothers so close that if one 

was kept behind the others could be relied upon to rescue him they would not 

abandon him.  “But we are guilty, we did abandon one of our brothers.  We did 

not listen to the anguish of his soul”.  If the viceroy knew about this  he would 

not trust us to return for one brother. 

 

     Meam Loez 3b:395 

And they said one to another: 'We are verily 
guilty concerning our brother, in that we saw 
the distress of his soul, when he besought us, 
and we would not hear; therefore is this 
distress come upon us.'  

יש אֶל  כא רוּ אִׁ ֹּאמְּ יו-וַי חִׁ נוּ  , אָּ ים אֲנַחְּ ל אֲשֵמִׁ אֲבָּ

ינוּ-עַל חִׁ נוֹ  , אָּ חַנְּ תְּ הִׁ שוֹ בְּ רַת נַפְּ ינוּ צָּ אִׁ אֲשֶר רָּ

נוּ, אֵלֵינוּ עְּ מָּ ֹּא שָּ ל ה אֵלֵינוּ-עַל; וְּ אָּ ה  , כֵן בָּ רָּ הַצָּ

ֹּאת .הַז  



Miketz     Genesis 42:24:1,4 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

And he turned away. 

 

Does not merely mean he turned away but he distanced himself as well so they 

could not see him cry.  We know that he went away some distance because it  

next says, “and he returned to them”. 

 

     Rashi 

And he turned himself about from them, and 
wept; and he returned to them, and spoke to 
them, and took Simeon from among them, and 
bound him before their eyes.  

ב מֵעֲלֵיהֶם  כד סֹּּ ךְּ , וַיִׁ ב אֲלֵהֶם; וַיֵבְּ דַבֵר  , וַיָּשָּ וַיְּ

ם אֶת, אֲלֵהֶם תָּ קַח מֵאִׁ עוֹן-וַיִׁ מְּ תוֹ  , שִׁ ר אֹּ וַיֶאֱסֹּ

עֵינֵיהֶם .לְּ  



Miketz     Genesis 42:24:8-11 

      

 

 

 

 

Imprisoning Simon 

 

The first of the 4 traumatic events Joseph subjected his brothers to.  He did this in 

order for them to repent their sins as much as possible in their life times.  They 

would suffer less in the world to come and their children would have to suffer 

less in Egyptian slavery. 

 

1.  Imprisoning Simon.   42:24 

2.  Putting money in their bags.   42:25   44:1 

3.  Demanding that they bring Benjamin. 42:15 

4.  Hiding the cup in Benjamin’s bag. 44:2 

 

     Meam Loez 4:150 

And he turned himself about from them, and 
wept; and he returned to them, and spoke to 
them, and took Simeon from among them, and 
bound him before their eyes.  

ב מֵעֲלֵיהֶם  כד סֹּּ ךְּ , וַיִׁ ב אֲלֵהֶם; וַיֵבְּ דַבֵר  , וַיָּשָּ וַיְּ

ם אֶת, אֲלֵהֶם תָּ קַח מֵאִׁ עוֹן-וַיִׁ מְּ תוֹ  , שִׁ ר אֹּ וַיֶאֱסֹּ

עֵינֵיהֶם .לְּ  



Miketz     Genesis 42:24:11 

      

 

 

 

 

Simeon 

 

Why did he imprison Simeon? 

 

He is the one who said,  “Look the dreamer is coming”,  Gen 37:19. 

 

He threw Joseph into the pit. 

 

Simeon and Levi required separation since they conspired to kill the men of 

Shechem and might conspire again to kill, this time to kill Joseph. 

 

Whenever the two boys got together they caused trouble. 

 

     Meam Loez 3b:397 

And he turned himself about from them, and 
wept; and he returned to them, and spoke to 
them, and took Simeon from among them, and 
bound him before their eyes.  

ב מֵעֲלֵיהֶם  כד סֹּּ ךְּ , וַיִׁ ב אֲלֵהֶם; וַיֵבְּ דַבֵר  , וַיָּשָּ וַיְּ

ם אֶת, אֲלֵהֶם תָּ קַח מֵאִׁ עוֹן-וַיִׁ מְּ תוֹ  , שִׁ ר אֹּ וַיֶאֱסֹּ

עֵינֵיהֶם .לְּ  



Miketz     Genesis 42:24:12-14 

      

 

 

 

 

Bound him before their eyes. 

 

It was Simeon who had actually thrown Joseph in the pit.    Meam Loez 3:396. 

But as soon as the other brothers left Joseph released Simeon and fed him and gave 

him to drink (Rashi). 

 

In Kiddushin 59 we learn that a good deed can supercede a bad thought.  Therefore, 

in order to uproot the bad feeling that he had for Simeon, who was the main 

person to persuade the brothers to act against him, Joseph performed a deed of 

feeding Simeon and giving him to drink. 

 

     Torah Gems I:303 

And he turned himself about from them, and 
wept; and he returned to them, and spoke to 
them, and took Simeon from among them, and 
bound him before their eyes.  

ב מֵעֲלֵיהֶם  כד סֹּּ ךְּ , וַיִׁ ב אֲלֵהֶם; וַיֵבְּ דַבֵר  , וַיָּשָּ וַיְּ

ם אֶת, אֲלֵהֶם תָּ קַח מֵאִׁ עוֹן-וַיִׁ מְּ תוֹ  , שִׁ ר אֹּ וַיֶאֱסֹּ

עֵינֵיהֶם .לְּ  



Miketz     Genesis 42:27:1-4 

      

 

 

 

 

 

And the one opened his sack. 

 

Only one brother (Levi) opened his sack and saw the money, his own. 

 

     Meam Loez 3:398 

 

The “one” implies a brother who was in a particularly lonely situation i.e., Levi who 

was without his brother Simeon. 

 

     Rashi 

And as one of them opened his sack to give his 
ass provender in the lodging-place, he espied 
his money; and, behold, it was in the mouth of 
his sack.  

ד אֶת  כז אֶחָּ תַח הָּ פְּ פוֹא  , שַׂקוֹ-וַיִׁ סְּ תֵת מִׁ לָּ

רוֹ לוֹן--לַחֲמֹּ א; בַמָּ פוֹ-אֶת, וַיַרְּ נֵה, כַסְּ הִׁ ,  הוּא-וְּ

תוֹ תַחְּ י אַמְּ פִׁ .בְּ  



Miketz     Genesis 42:29:1,7,13 

      

 

 

 

 

 

They came to Jacob they told him they said to him. 

 

All these details were relayed in a gradual fashion gently and progressively so as not 

to shock their elderly father with the bad news that they would have to take 

Benjamin with them on their next trip to Egypt. 

 

      

And they came unto Jacob their father unto 
the land of Canaan, and told him all that had 
befallen them, saying:  

אוּ אֶל  כט בֹּ יהֶם-וַיָּ ב אֲבִׁ עַן, יַעֲקֹּ נָּ ה כְּ צָּ ; אַרְּ

ידוּ לוֹ ר-אֵת כָּל, וַיַגִׁ ם לֵאמֹּ תָּ רֹּת אֹּ . הַקֹּ  



Miketz     Genesis 42:29 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

And they told him all that had happened. 

 

The word for “happened” ‘koros’ is usually spelled with a ‘vov’.  It’s lack in the 

Torah suggests that their telling was also deficient so as to minimize the 

suffering of their father. 

 

     Meam Loez 3b:399 

And they came unto Jacob their father unto 
the land of Canaan, and told him all that had 
befallen them, saying:  

אוּ אֶל  כט בֹּ יהֶם-וַיָּ ב אֲבִׁ עַן, יַעֲקֹּ נָּ ה כְּ צָּ ; אַרְּ

ידוּ לוֹ ר-אֵת כָּל, וַיַגִׁ ם לֵאמֹּ תָּ רֹּת אֹּ . הַקֹּ  



Miketz     Genesis 42:35:16 

      

 

 

 

 

 

And behold each one’s money bag was in his sac and they were afraid. 

 

Question:  In Gen 42:27,28 when money was found in one sac (Levi’s) their hearts 

sank in terror and they trembled ‘Vayetze libam’ and ‘Vayecherdu’.  Here 

money was found in 9 other sacs and they were only afraid ‘Vayirah’.  I would 

expect them to be more fearful with money in 9 sacs than they were with 

money in only1 sac. 

 

Answer:  Not so, money in one bag could be explained as a mistake or as stealing 

by Levi.  But money in all the bags can only be explained as some planned 

action by the viceroy.  No longer could they logically be accused of stealing the 

money which was the most dangerous possibility. 

     Meam Loez 3b:400 

And it came to pass as they emptied their 
sacks, that, behold, every man's bundle of 
money was in his sack; and when they and 
their father saw their bundles of money, 
they were afraid.  

י  לה הִׁ ים שַׂקֵיהֶם, וַיְּ יקִׁ רִׁ נֵה, הֵם מְּ הִׁ יש  -וְּ אִׁ

רוֹר פוֹ-צְּ שַׂקוֹ, כַסְּ אוּ אֶת; בְּ רְּ רֹּרוֹת  -וַיִׁ צְּ

פֵיהֶם יהֶם, כַסְּ ה וַאֲבִׁ אוּ--הֵמָּ ירָּ . וַיִׁ  



Miketz     Genesis 42:36:7-10 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

Joseph is no more and Shimon is no more,. 

 

Uses the same term, ‘aineinu’, for both suggesting that perhaps Jacob sensed that 

Joseph like Shimon might still exist. 

 

     Rabbi Norman Crandus 

And Jacob their father said unto them: 'Me 
have ye bereaved of my children: Joseph is not, 
and Simeon is not, and ye will take Benjamin 
away; upon me are all these things come.'  

יהֶם  לו ב אֲבִׁ ֹּאמֶר אֲלֵהֶם יַעֲקֹּ י  , וַי תִׁ אֹּ

תֶם כַלְּ עוֹן אֵינֶנוּ, יוֹסֵף אֵינֶנוּ  :שִׁ מְּ שִׁ אֶת, וְּ -וְּ

חוּ קָּ ן תִׁ יָּמִׁ נְּ נָּה, בִׁ יוּ כֻׁלָּ לַי הָּ .עָּ  



Miketz     Genesis 42:36:14-16 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

And now you would take Benjamin?  On me occurs everything!! 

 

It is not seemly for Jacob to complain about his fate knowing, as he does, that 

everything is planned out by God.  What is actually happening here? 

 

Jacob may actually be saying,  “Go now and take Benjamin with you to Egypt.  It is 

ok.  Because all the bad things planned out to occur to me have already 

occurred”, as hinted to in the word ‘alaiy’.  Since Benjamin is not in that list  no 

harm will come to him. 

 

     Danny Altshul 

     Vilna Gaon 

And Jacob their father said unto them: 'Me 
have ye bereaved of my children: Joseph is not, 
and Simeon is not, and ye will take Benjamin 
away; upon me are all these things come.'  

יהֶם  לו ב אֲבִׁ ֹּאמֶר אֲלֵהֶם יַעֲקֹּ י  , וַי תִׁ אֹּ

תֶם כַלְּ עוֹן אֵינֶנוּ, יוֹסֵף אֵינֶנוּ  :שִׁ מְּ שִׁ אֶת, וְּ -וְּ

חוּ קָּ ן תִׁ יָּמִׁ נְּ נָּה, בִׁ יוּ כֻׁלָּ לַי הָּ .עָּ  



Miketz     Genesis 42:37:1-5 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Rabbis point out that this is the last time that Reuvan is portrayed as the leader 

of the brothers.  From now on Judah is.  Why? 

 

Perhaps, because he swears on his two sons as a surety for his promise.  He would 

give up the lives of others,  Jacob’s grandchildren, if he broke his promise.  

What kind of a surety is that?  Kill two grandchildren?  A man who makes such 

a promise does not deserve to be a leader. 

And Reuben spoke unto his father, saying: 
'Thou shalt slay my two sons, if I bring him not 
to thee; deliver him into my hand, and I will 
bring him back to thee.'  

אוּבֵן  לז ֹּאמֶר רְּ ר-אֶל, וַי יו לֵאמֹּ בִׁ נֵי  -אֶת, אָּ שְּ

ית מִׁ נַי תָּ ם, בָּ יאֶנוּ אֵלֶיךָ-אִׁ ֹּא אֲבִׁ תוֹ  ; ל נָּה אֹּ תְּ

י-עַל יבֶנוּ אֵלֶיךָ, יָּדִׁ י אֲשִׁ . וַאֲנִׁ  



Miketz     Genesis 43:8:11-13 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

Let’s live and not die. 

 

If we don’t go down to Egypt we will all surely die of starvation.  If Benjamin 

comes with us there is only a small chance of any harm coming to him.  The 

choice is clear.  If Benjamin does not come with us he too will die of starvation. 

When there is a certainty of death at one choice and only a possibility of death 

on the other choice the choice is clear. 

 

     Rashi 

     Meam Loez 3b:406 

And Judah said unto Israel his father: 'Send the 
lad with me, and we will arise and go, that we 
may live, and not die, both we, and thou, and 
also our little ones.  

ה אֶל  ח הוּדָּ ֹּאמֶר יְּ יו-וַי בִׁ אֵל אָּ רָּ שְּׂ ה  , יִׁ חָּ לְּ שִׁ

י תִׁ נֵלֵכָּה--הַנַעַר אִׁ ה וְּ נָּקוּמָּ ֹּא נָּמוּת; וְּ ל יֶה וְּ חְּ נִׁ ,  וְּ

נוּ גַם-גַם ה גַם-אֲנַחְּ . טַפֵנוּ-אַתָּ  



Miketz     Genesis 43:11:10-12 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

Take from the most praiseworthy items of the land. 

 

Comes from the word ‘zemer’ – “song”. 

 

Take from the best items – those that people sing their praises of in this land. 

And their father Israel said unto them: 'If it be 
so now, do this: take of the choice fruits of the 
land in your vessels, and carry down the man a 
present, a little balm, and a little honey, 
spicery and ladanum, nuts, and almonds;  

יהֶם  יא אֵל אֲבִׁ רָּ שְּׂ ֹּאמֶר אֲלֵהֶם יִׁ ם, וַי כֵן -אִׁ

ֹּאת עֲשׂוּ רֶץ  --אֵפוֹא ז אָּ רַת הָּ מְּ זִׁ חוּ מִׁ קְּ

לֵיכֶם כְּ ה, בִׁ חָּ נְּ יש מִׁ אִׁ ידוּ לָּ הוֹרִׁ י  :וְּ עַט צֳרִׁ , מְּ

בַש עַט דְּ כֹּאת וָּלֹט, וּמְּ ים, נְּ קֵדִׁ ים וּשְּ נִׁ טְּ .בָּ  



Miketz     Genesis 43:12:1-7 

      

 

 

 

 

Take double the money in your hands and the money that was returned. 

 

This suggests triple funds. 

     R’ Norman Crandis 

 

But see Gen 43:15 “And the double money they took in their hands”.  It seems that 

they only took double not triple.  But this is not necessarily so, because they 

also took tribute money as well. 

 

     Meam Loez b:411 

and take double money in your hand; and the 
money that was returned in the mouth of your 
sacks carry back in your hand; peradventure it 
was an oversight;  

נֶה  יב שְּ כֶסֶף מִׁ כֶם, וְּ יֶדְּ חוּ בְּ אֶת; קְּ הַכֶסֶף  -וְּ

תֵיכֶם חֹּ תְּ י אַמְּ פִׁ ב בְּ כֶם, הַמוּשָּ יֶדְּ יבוּ בְּ שִׁ --תָּ

גֶה שְּ .הוּא, אוּלַי מִׁ  



Miketz     Genesis 43:12:1-9 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

How much money were they told to take with them, double the money or triple? 

 

Makes sense.  Pay for the past and now pay for new crops.  But then the brothers 

were to pay back the money left in the months of your sacks does it mean pay 

3x the amount of money?? 

 

Perhaps, because of the continued famine the price of grain had increased. 

 

     Rashi 

     Kestenbaum 103 

and take double money in your hand; and the 
money that was returned in the mouth of your 
sacks carry back in your hand; peradventure it 
was an oversight;  

נֶה  יב שְּ כֶסֶף מִׁ כֶם, וְּ יֶדְּ חוּ בְּ אֶת; קְּ הַכֶסֶף  -וְּ

תֵיכֶם חֹּ תְּ י אַמְּ פִׁ ב בְּ כֶם, הַמוּשָּ יֶדְּ יבוּ בְּ שִׁ --תָּ

גֶה שְּ .הוּא, אוּלַי מִׁ  



Miketz     Genesis 43:14:8-14 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

And send with you your other brothers.   

 

Plural, meaning Simeon and Joseph as well as Benjamin. 

 

Jacob’s words contained this inadvertent (or perhaps done knowingly) prophecy. 

 

     Meam Loez 3b:409 

     Rashi  

and God Almighty give you mercy before the 
man, that he may release unto you your other 
brother and Benjamin. And as for me, if I be 
bereaved of my children, I am bereaved.'  

אֵל שַדַי  יד יש, וְּ אִׁ נֵי הָּ פְּ ים לִׁ כֶם רַחֲמִׁ תֵן לָּ ,  יִׁ

כֶם אֶת לַח לָּ שִׁ יכֶם אַחֵר-וְּ אֶת, אֲחִׁ ין-וְּ יָּמִׁ נְּ ;  בִׁ

י י, וַאֲנִׁ תִׁ לְּ כָּ י שָּ תִׁ לְּ כֹּ .כַאֲשֶר שָּ  



Miketz     Genesis 43:14:8-14 

      

 

 

 

 

 

And he will send out your other brother(s)  and Benjamin. 

 

Could Jacob have known that Joseph was there?   

 

The word ‘acher’ “other” seems unnecessary and Rashi questions whether this 

word suggests yet another brother, namely Joseph. 

 

     Rashi 

     Kestenbaum 103 

and God Almighty give you mercy before the 
man, that he may release unto you your other 
brother and Benjamin. And as for me, if I be 
bereaved of my children, I am bereaved.'  

אֵל שַדַי  יד יש, וְּ אִׁ נֵי הָּ פְּ ים לִׁ כֶם רַחֲמִׁ תֵן לָּ ,  יִׁ

כֶם אֶת לַח לָּ שִׁ יכֶם אַחֵר-וְּ אֶת, אֲחִׁ ין-וְּ יָּמִׁ נְּ ;  בִׁ

י י, וַאֲנִׁ תִׁ לְּ כָּ י שָּ תִׁ לְּ כֹּ .כַאֲשֶר שָּ  



Miketz     Genesis 43:16:10-15 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bring these men home and prepare a meal. 

 

It is unusual to first bring the guests to your house and then begin to prepare a feast.  

In this case Joseph wanted the men to see that the animals used for the meal 

were killed and prepared in a Kosher way according to Hebrew ritual and that 

the sciatic nerve (Gid Hanasheh Gen 32:33) was removed. 

 

     Meam Loez 3b:412 

And when Joseph saw Benjamin with them, he 
said to the steward of his house: 'Bring the 
men into the house, and kill the beasts, and 
prepare the meat; for the men shall dine with 
me at noon.'  

ם  טז תָּ א יוֹסֵף אִׁ ין-אֶת, וַיַרְּ יָּמִׁ נְּ ֹּאמֶר  , בִׁ וַי

בֵא אֶת, בֵיתוֹ-לַאֲשֶר עַל ה-הָּ תָּ יְּ ים הַבָּ אֲנָּשִׁ ;  הָּ

כֵן הָּ חַ טֶבַח וְּ בֹּ ים  , וּטְּ אֲנָּשִׁ לוּ הָּ ֹּאכְּ י י תִׁ י אִׁ כִׁ

יִׁם הֳרָּ .בַצָּ  



Miketz     Genesis 43:20:4-5 

      

 

 

 

 

 

We had indeed come down. 

 

Not only did we come down to Egypt but it is also a severe descent for us personally. 

 

We had been accustomed to supply others, now we are dependant. 

 

     Rashi 

 

 

and said: 'Oh my lord, we came indeed 
down at the first time to buy food.  

רוּ  כ ֹּאמְּ י, וַי נִׁ י אֲדֹּ ה; בִׁ לָּ חִׁ נוּ בַתְּ ד יָּרַדְּ ר, יָּרֹּ בָּ שְּ כֶל-לִׁ .אֹּ  



Miketz     Genesis 43:27:5-7 

      

 

 

 

 

 

And he inquired about the welfare of their father, the old man. 

 

It would be redundant to ask about their “father” and then refer to him as “the old 

man”.  No  Joseph here was inquiring about the welfare of his grandfather Isaac 

as well as the welfare of his father. 

 

They answer him.  “Our father, your servant, still lives”, 43:28 letting Joseph know 

that Isaac does not any longer live.  He had died 12 years after Joseph came to 

Egypt.  Gen 35:29. 

 

     Meam Loez 3b:415 

And he asked them of their welfare, and said: 
'Is your father well, the old man of whom ye 
spoke? Is he yet alive?'  

הֶם  כז אַל לָּ שְּ לוֹם, וַיִׁ שָּ יכֶם , לְּ לוֹם אֲבִׁ ֹּאמֶר הֲשָּ וַי

קֵן תֶם, הַזָּ י, הַעוֹדֶנוּ--אֲשֶר אֲמַרְּ . חָּ  



Miketz     Genesis 43:33:3-4, 7-8 

      

 

 

 

 

 

The first born according to his seniority… and the men marvelled. 

 

What did they marvel about? 

 

Had the seating been according to the order of their ages the text would have read 

 ‘ketoldosam’ .  This way ‘kivchruso’ implies that all aspects of their seniority 

were taken into account.  i.e., which brothers were the first born of their 

mothers. 

 

For this the men were astonished. 

 

     Rashi 

And they sat before him, the firstborn 
according to his birthright, and the youngest 
according to his youth; and the men marvelled 
one with another.  

יו  לג נָּ פָּ בוּ לְּ תוֹ--וַיֵשְּ רָּ כֹּ בְּ ר כִׁ כֹּ יר  , הַבְּ עִׁ הַצָּ וְּ

תוֹ רָּ עִׁ צְּ ים; כִׁ אֲנָּשִׁ הוּ הָּ מְּ תְּ יש אֶל, וַיִׁ . רֵעֵהוּ-אִׁ  



Miketz     Genesis 43:34:7-12 

      

 

 

 

 

And it was greater the portion of Benjamin from the portions of the next 5 times. 

 

This suggests that Joseph learned very little.  The different treatment of one of the 

brothers was previously a cause of jealousy.  Joseph had suffered so much from 

it yet still singles out Benjamin for special treatment. 

 

     Rabbi Norman Crandis 

 

Another opinion suggests that each group of brothers was placed at a different table. 

Each table received the same portion.  Therefore Benjamin received 5 portions 

besides the one designated for him.  Leah’s 6 sons 

      Zilpah 2 sons 

      Bilhah’s 2 sons 

      Rachel’s 1 son – Benjamin 

      Meam Loez 3b:418 

And portions were taken unto them from 
before him; but Benjamin's portion was five 
times so much as any of theirs. And they 
drank, and were merry with him.  

יו  לד נָּ ת מֵאֵת פָּ אֹּ א מַשְּׂ שָּ וַתֵרֶב  , אֲלֵהֶם, וַיִׁ

ם ת כֻׁלָּ אֹּ מַשְּׂ ן מִׁ יָּמִׁ נְּ אַת בִׁ מֵש יָּדוֹת, מַשְּׂ ;  חָּ

רוּ כְּ שְּ תוּ וַיִׁ שְּ מוֹ, וַיִׁ .עִׁ  



Miketz     Genesis 43:34:13-15 

      

 

 

 

 

 

They drank and became intoxicated with him. 

 

Joseph had just given Benjamin portions 5 times that of any of the brothers at this 

festivel meal.  We can understand why Joseph drank he was reunited with his 

brothers but why would the brothers celebrate? 

 

After they sold Joseph they realized the destructive power of being envious and 

wished to rid themselves of this trait.  Now that they saw Benjamin receive 5 x 

their portion and they felt no hint of envy they celebrated this spiritual 

achievement. 

 

     Twerski 92 

And portions were taken unto them from 
before him; but Benjamin's portion was five 
times so much as any of theirs. And they 
drank, and were merry with him.  

יו  לד נָּ ת מֵאֵת פָּ אֹּ א מַשְּׂ שָּ וַתֵרֶב  , אֲלֵהֶם, וַיִׁ

ם ת כֻׁלָּ אֹּ מַשְּׂ ן מִׁ יָּמִׁ נְּ אַת בִׁ מֵש יָּדוֹת, מַשְּׂ ;  חָּ

רוּ כְּ שְּ תוּ וַיִׁ שְּ מוֹ, וַיִׁ .עִׁ  



Miketz     Genesis 44:1:1-5 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

And (Joseph) gave instructions to the man who was in charge of his house. 

 

Rashi points out that this steward was his oldest son, Manasseh. 

 

     Meam Loez 3:420 

And he commanded the steward of his house, 
saying: 'Fill the men's sacks with food, as much 
as they can carry, and put every man's money 
in his sack's mouth.  

צַו אֶת  א ר, בֵיתוֹ-אֲשֶר עַל-וַיְּ מַלֵא  , לֵאמֹּ

כֶל-אֶת ים אֹּ אֲנָּשִׁ ת הָּ חֹּ תְּ לוּן , אַמְּ כַאֲשֶר יוּכְּ

אֵת ים כֶסֶף; שְּׂ שִׁׂ יש-וְּ תוֹ, אִׁ תַחְּ י אַמְּ פִׁ . בְּ  



Miketz     Genesis 44:3:2 

      

 

 

 

 

 

As soon as the morning was light and the men were sent away they and their 

donkeys. 

 

We learn from this that a person should travel only when it is light for this is good 

for him.  Genesis 1:4 

 

Because it is less likely for him to be attacked by bandits or wild animals. 

 

     Pesachim 2a2 

 

 

As soon as the morning was light, the men 
were sent away, they and their asses.  

קֶר  ג חוּ; אוֹר, הַבֹּ לְּ ים שֻׁ אֲנָּשִׁ הָּ רֵיהֶם, וְּ ה וַחֲמֹּ .הֵמָּ  



Miketz     Genesis 44:8:11 

      

 

 

 

 

 

Since we brought back the money we found in the months of our bags from the land 

of Canaan.  How could we steal from the house of our lord silver or gold? 

 

This logical argument is known as a ‘Kal Vachomer’.  The three others in the 

chumash are in Ex 6:12,  Num 12:14, and Deut 31:27. 

 

     Meam Loez 3b:425 

 

There are 10 in all throughout the Tanach. 

Behold, the money, which we found in our 
sacks' mouths, we brought back unto thee out 
of the land of Canaan; how then should we 
steal out of thy lord's house silver or gold? 

תֵינוּ, הֵן כֶסֶף  ח חֹּ תְּ י אַמְּ פִׁ אנוּ בְּ צָּ --אֲשֶר מָּ

נוּ אֵלֶיךָ יבֹּ עַן, הֱשִׁ נָּ אֵיךְ; מֵאֶרֶץ כְּ בֵית  , וְּ ב מִׁ נֹּ גְּ נִׁ

נֶיךָ ב, כֶסֶף, אֲדֹּ .אוֹ זָּהָּ  



Miketz     Genesis 44:13:1-2 

      

 

 

 

 

 

And they tore their clothes. 

 

The brothers had caused their father Jacob to rend his clothes in grief (37:34), 

 

now they were receiving a fitting punishment. 

 

     Meam Loez 3b:428 

And they rent their clothes, and laded every 
man his ass, and returned to the city.  

עוּ  יג רְּ קְּ ם, וַיִׁ לֹתָּ מְּ יש עַל; שִׁׂ ס אִׁ רוֹ-וַיַעֲמֹּ ,  חֲמֹּ

ה ירָּ עִׁ בוּ הָּ . וַיָּשֻׁ  



Miketz     Genesis 44:15:4-8 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

Question:  Was Joseph acting with cruelty or out of revenge when he insisted that 

the brothers came a second time and that they bring Benjamin and then when 

he hid his royal cup in Benjamin’s sac in order to accuse him of stealing? 

 

Answer:  No, it was not cruel or vengeful.  The best way to determine if a person 

has really done ‘Teshuvah’ “repented” and feels sorry for his bad act is to 

observe how he acts when a similar circumstance occurs.  Here, Joseph sees 

that the brothers do not abandon Benjamin as they abandoned him.  Joseph sees 

that Judah, one of the ring-leaders toward Joseph actually offers himself in 

Benjamin’s place and that another of Rachel’s sons (Benjamin) is now treated 

in a proper way by the brothers.  Joseph could now see that they had truly done 

Teshuvah. 

And Joseph said unto them: 'What deed is this 
that ye have done? know ye not that such a 
man as I will indeed divine?'  

הֶם יוֹסֵף  טו ֹּאמֶר לָּ ה, וַי הַמַעֲשֶׂה הַזֶה -מָּ

יתֶם תֶם; אֲשֶר עֲשִׁׂ דַעְּ י, הֲלוֹא יְּ נַחֵש -כִׁ

י נִׁ מֹּ יש אֲשֶר כָּ נַחֵש אִׁ .יְּ  



Miketz     Genesis 44:16:10-14 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

God has found 

 

Judah understands this is an act of God.  This has all occurred not because anyone 

of us is guilty of a sin against Joseph or Pharaoh now.  But they are being 

punished for their old hidden sin against Joseph and as Joseph was sold into 

slavery so too now the brothers submit to being put into slavery. 

 

     Rashi 

And Judah said: 'What shall we say unto my 
lord? what shall we speak? or how shall we 
clear ourselves? God hath found out the 
iniquity of thy servants; behold, we are my 
lord's bondmen, both we, and he also in 
whose hand the cup is found.'  

ה  טז הוּדָּ ֹּאמֶר יְּ י-מַה, וַי נִׁ ֹּאמַר לַאדֹּ דַבֵר-מַה, נ ,  נְּ

ק-וּמַה טַדָּ צְּ ים; נִׁ אֱלֹהִׁ א אֶת, הָּ צָּ דֶיךָ-מָּ נֶנוּ  --עֲוֹן עֲבָּ הִׁ

י נִׁ ים לַאדֹּ דִׁ נוּ גַם אֲשֶר-גַם, עֲבָּ יעַ -אֲנַחְּ בִׁ א הַגָּ צָּ מְּ נִׁ

יָּדוֹ .בְּ  



Vayigash  (11) 
Genesis  44:18 

 



Vayigash    Genesis 44:18:1-6 

      

 

 

 

 

 

Then Judah came near to him and said “oh my Lord…” 

 

The trop on these words in the Hebrew text are:  

‘Kadma ve-azla revii’   =   “the 4th son went ahead”,   

‘Zarka munah segol’  =  he threw away the chosen. 

 

Why the 4th son Judah and not the first son Reuben?  Because “he had thrown away 

the chosen”  The ‘am Segulah’ by his (Reuven’s) actions or he (Judah) had 

given up his right to the world to come with his promise to Jacob V32 that he 

would “bear the blame for not bringing Benjamin back home to his father 

forever”.  Forever means the world to come. 

     Vilna Gaon 

     Torah Gems I 310 

Then Judah came near unto him, and said: 'Oh 
my lord, let thy servant, I pray thee, speak a 
word in my lord's ears, and let not thine anger 
burn against thy servant; for thou art even as 
Pharaoh.  

ה  יח הוּדָּ יו יְּ גַש אֵלָּ י, וַיִׁ נִׁ י אֲדֹּ ֹּאמֶר בִׁ דַבֶר, וַי נָּא  -יְּ

י נִׁ נֵי אֲדֹּ זְּ אָּ ר בְּ בָּ ךָ דָּ דְּ אַל, עַבְּ ךָ  -וְּ חַר אַפְּ יִׁ

דֶךָ עַבְּ י כָּמוֹךָ  :בְּ ה, כִׁ עֹּ פַרְּ .כְּ  



Vayigash    Genesis 44:18:1-3 

      

 

 

 

 

 

Then Judah came near to him and said, “Please my Lord, let me please speak a word 

into my Lord’s ears”. 

 

- Joseph had accused them of being spies.  They replied that they were 12 sons of 

one father and had come to buy grain.  Joseph again said,  “That is what I said, 

you are spies”.  Believing that this lack of communication might be the fault of 

the translator Judah asked to speak directly to Joseph without any translator. 

- He asks “please” twice.  ‘bee adoni’ 44:18:5-6 and ‘nah’ 44:18:8. 

   Torah Gems 1:308 

- He asked to come near to speak a secret.  One can only whisper into one ear,  he 

may have had a message for Joseph’s ears alone.  Perhaps a threat of battle or 

leprosy (just like Pharaoh). 

     Meam Loez 3:438 

Then Judah came near unto him, and said: 'Oh 
my lord, let thy servant, I pray thee, speak a 
word in my lord's ears, and let not thine anger 
burn against thy servant; for thou art even as 
Pharaoh.  

ה  יח הוּדָּ יו יְּ גַש אֵלָּ י, וַיִׁ נִׁ י אֲדֹּ ֹּאמֶר בִׁ דַבֶר, וַי נָּא  -יְּ

י נִׁ נֵי אֲדֹּ זְּ אָּ ר בְּ בָּ ךָ דָּ דְּ אַל, עַבְּ ךָ  -וְּ חַר אַפְּ יִׁ

דֶךָ עַבְּ י כָּמוֹךָ  :בְּ ה, כִׁ עֹּ פַרְּ .כְּ  



Vayigash    Genesis 44:18:10-12 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I will speak about something into the ears of my master. 

 

Rashi says on the words.  He says, “let my words enter your ears”.  What does that 

add?  It suggests that the listener does not want to hear those words.  It should 

say ‘el adoni’, instead of ‘bioznei adoni’. 

 

Also see Ex 11:2 

 

      P Rabinowitz-Chazan 

Then Judah came near unto him, and said: 
'Oh my lord, let thy servant, I pray thee, 
speak a word in my lord's ears, and let not 
thine anger burn against thy servant; for 
thou art even as Pharaoh.  

ה  יח הוּדָּ יו יְּ גַש אֵלָּ י, וַיִׁ נִׁ י אֲדֹּ ֹּאמֶר בִׁ דַבֶר, וַי נָּא  -יְּ

י נִׁ נֵי אֲדֹּ זְּ אָּ ר בְּ בָּ ךָ דָּ דְּ אַל, עַבְּ ךָ  -וְּ חַר אַפְּ יִׁ

דֶךָ עַבְּ י כָּמוֹךָ  :בְּ ה, כִׁ עֹּ פַרְּ .כְּ  



Vayigash    Genesis 44:18:5-6 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

O my Lord 

 

Or, “It is only through me that you are my Lord”.  He may be trying to say that 

since it was Yehudah’s advice to sell Joseph, Joseph would not be in a position 

of authority at all but for him. 

 

     Or HaChayim 357 

Then Judah came near unto him, and said: 
'Oh my lord, let thy servant, I pray thee, 
speak a word in my lord's ears, and let not 
thine anger burn against thy servant; for 
thou art even as Pharaoh.  

ה  יח הוּדָּ יו יְּ גַש אֵלָּ י, וַיִׁ נִׁ י אֲדֹּ ֹּאמֶר בִׁ דַבֶר, וַי נָּא  -יְּ

י נִׁ נֵי אֲדֹּ זְּ אָּ ר בְּ בָּ ךָ דָּ דְּ אַל, עַבְּ ךָ  -וְּ חַר אַפְּ יִׁ

דֶךָ עַבְּ י כָּמוֹךָ  :בְּ ה, כִׁ עֹּ פַרְּ .כְּ  



Vayigash    Genesis 44:18:13-16 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Do not be angry with your servant 

 

Why should he get angry with him for saying a few words in his ears?  Proof that 

what he is going to tell him he does not want to hear. 

 

     Pinchas Rabinowitz-Chazan 

 

       

Then Judah came near unto him, and said: 'Oh 
my lord, let thy servant, I pray thee, speak a 
word in my lord's ears, and let not thine anger 
burn against thy servant; for thou art even as 
Pharaoh.  

ה  יח הוּדָּ יו יְּ גַש אֵלָּ י, וַיִׁ נִׁ י אֲדֹּ ֹּאמֶר בִׁ דַבֶר, וַי נָּא  -יְּ

י נִׁ נֵי אֲדֹּ זְּ אָּ ר בְּ בָּ ךָ דָּ דְּ אַל, עַבְּ ךָ  -וְּ חַר אַפְּ יִׁ

דֶךָ עַבְּ י כָּמוֹךָ  :בְּ ה, כִׁ עֹּ פַרְּ .כְּ  



Vayigash    Genesis 44:18:17-19 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

For you are like Pharaoh 

 

in that even through you found the stolen object in our possession and you could 

convict and punish all 11 of us you let 10 go.  You have the power to pardon  

just as Pharaoh.  Please also pardon our 11th brother also. 

 

A previous Pharaoh kept out great-grandmother Sarah in his palace for just one 

night against her will and as a punishment he developed leprosy.  Keep 

Benjamin against his will and you may get leprosy, just like Pharaoh. 

 

False accusation – slander – punishment for slander is leprosy. 

 

     Meam Loez 3:441 

Then Judah came near unto him, and said: 'Oh 
my lord, let thy servant, I pray thee, speak a 
word in my lord's ears, and let not thine anger 
burn against thy servant; for thou art even as 
Pharaoh.  

ה  יח הוּדָּ יו יְּ גַש אֵלָּ י, וַיִׁ נִׁ י אֲדֹּ ֹּאמֶר בִׁ דַבֶר, וַי נָּא  -יְּ

י נִׁ נֵי אֲדֹּ זְּ אָּ ר בְּ בָּ ךָ דָּ דְּ אַל, עַבְּ ךָ  -וְּ חַר אַפְּ יִׁ

דֶךָ עַבְּ י כָּמוֹךָ  :בְּ ה, כִׁ עֹּ פַרְּ .כְּ  



Vayigash    Genesis 44:20:11-12 

      

 

 

 

 

And his brother is dead. 

 

Which brother is Judah saying is dead? 

Is it true that Joseph is dead? 

Why did Judah tell a lie? 

 

Because he feared that just as they were forced to bring Benjamin once the 

Pharaoh’s chief (Joseph) had been told about him, the brothers might also be 

forced to bring Joseph and of course, they could not.  Therefore, it is safer to 

say he is dead. 

 

In Judah’s defense he could really have thought that Joseph was dead because if he 

was alive they were sure he would have sent word to his father to reassure him 

and relieve his grief. 

     Torah Gems 1:312 

     Rashi 

And we said unto my lord: We have a father, an 
old man, and a child of his old age, a little one; 
and his brother is dead, and he alone is left of 
his mother, and his father loveth him.  

ֹּאמֶר  כ י-אֶל, וַנ נִׁ קֵן-יֶש, אֲדֹּ ב זָּ נוּ אָּ , לָּ

ן טָּ ים קָּ נִׁ קֻׁ יֶלֶד זְּ יו מֵת; וְּ חִׁ אָּ תֵר , וְּ וָּּ וַיִׁ
יו אֲהֵבוֹ בִׁ אָּ מוֹ וְּ אִׁ בַדוֹ לְּ . הוּא לְּ  



Vayigash    Genesis 44:27:1-3 

      

 

 

 

 

And your servant my father said. 

 

Joseph’s brothers used this term 5 times and each time Joseph heard it he remained 

silent indicating his agreement.   

 

That was why his life was shortened by 10 years. 

 

Why 10 years if the brothers only said it 5 times ( 1 x in Miketz and 4 x in 

Vayigash)?  Miketz 43:28, Vayigash 44:24, 44:27, 44:30, 44:31. 

 

Because there was a translator between them.  Joseph heard it 5 times from the 

brothers and another 5 times from the translator. 

This teaches us to speak up and disagree if something is said with which we do not 

agree otherwise the length of our lives is in jeopardy. 

 

     Torah Gems I:313 

And thy servant my father said unto us: Ye 
know that my wife bore me two sons;  

י  כז בִׁ ךָ אָּ דְּ ֹּאמֶר עַבְּ אַתֶם   :אֵלֵינוּ, וַי

תֶם דַעְּ ה, יְּ דָּ ם יָּלְּ נַיִׁ י שְּ י-כִׁ תִׁ שְּ י אִׁ .לִׁ  



Vayigash    Genesis 44:31:1-6 

      

 

 

 

 

 

It shall come to pass when he sees that the lad is not (with us) he will die. 

 

We won’t even have time to explain to him.  We fear that as soon as he sees us 

coming and Benjamin is not with us, he will die immediately. 

    

     Toral Gems I:312 

     Dubner Magid 

 

“As soon as he sees”.   The word ‘kireoso’ with an initial ‘kaf’ indicates immediacy.  

The instant Jacob sees that Benjamin is absent he will die. 

 

     Meam Loez 3:444 

it will come to pass, when he seeth that the lad 
is not with us, that he will die; and thy servants 
will bring down the gray hairs of thy servant 
our father with sorrow to the grave.  

יָּה  לא הָּ י, וְּ אוֹתוֹ כִׁ רְּ ;  וָּמֵת--אֵין הַנַעַר-כִׁ

דֶיךָ אֶת ידוּ עֲבָּ הוֹרִׁ ינוּ-וְּ בִׁ ךָ אָּ דְּ ,  שֵׂיבַת עַבְּ
יָּגוֹן ה--בְּ לָּ אֹּ . שְּ  



Vayigash   Genesis 44:32:15-16 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

I will have sinned to my father for all time. 

 

Meaning this world and in the world to come. 

 

     Rashi 

For thy servant became surety for the lad 
unto my father, saying: If I bring him not 
unto thee, then shall I bear the blame to my 
father for ever.  

רַב אֶת  לב ךָ עָּ דְּ י עַבְּ י  , הַנַעַר-כִׁ בִׁ ם אָּ מֵעִׁ

ר ם  :לֵאמֹּ יאֶנוּ אֵלֶיךָ-אִׁ ֹּא אֲבִׁ י  , ל אתִׁ טָּ חָּ וְּ

ל י כָּ בִׁ אָּ ים-לְּ .הַיָּמִׁ  



Vayigash   Genesis 45:1:1-4 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

Then Joseph could not restrain himself. 

 

Why was Joseph able to restrain himself until then and what changed matters just 

then? 

 

Judah’s willingness to put himself into Benjamin’s place so that their father would 

not suffer made Joseph certain that the brothers had sincerely repented so he 

not longer had to restrain himself.  They had learned their lesson. 

 

     Torah Gems I:314 

Then Joseph could not refrain himself before 
all them that stood by him; and he cried: 
'Cause every man to go out from me.' And 
there stood no man with him, while Joseph 
made himself known unto his brethren.  

לֹּא  א אַפֵק-וְּ תְּ הִׁ ל יוֹסֵף לְּ ים  , יָּכֹּ בִׁ צָּ ל הַנִׁ כֹּ לְּ

יו לָּ א, עָּ רָּ קְּ יאוּ כָּל, וַיִׁ י-הוֹצִׁ לָּ יש מֵעָּ לֹּא; אִׁ -וְּ
תוֹ יש אִׁ מַד אִׁ וַדַע יוֹסֵף אֶל, עָּ תְּ הִׁ יו-בְּ .אֶחָּ  



Vayigash   Genesis 45:3:1-4 

      

 

 

 

 

Is there an obligation to respect ones older brothers despite what they did to him? 

Joseph treated them with respect. 

 

We must treat every one with respect but do we have an extra obligation to brothers? 

 

Kavod    - stand up for our parents when they walk into a room. 

  -  never sit in their chair 

  -  serving them 

  -  open door for them 

  -  do not call them by their first name 

  -  do not contradict them. 

20:12  -  10 commandments – “honor your father and your mother” is explained in 

 Kiddushin and in Kesubos 23b - the extra ‘et’, means to include your father’s 

wife (your stepmother) and your stepfather,  and the extra vov “l” includes your 

oldest brother.  Therefore, it is a Torah obligation to honor your older brothers.  

But not necessarily your older sisters. 

And Joseph said unto his brethren: 'I am 
Joseph; doth my father yet live?' And his 
brethren could not answer him; for they were 
affrighted at his presence.  

ֹּאמֶר יוֹסֵף אֶל  ג י יוֹסֵף-וַי יו אֲנִׁ הַעוֹד  , אֶחָּ

י י חָּ בִׁ לֹּא; אָּ תוֹ-וְּ יו לַעֲנוֹת אֹּ לוּ אֶחָּ י  , יָּכְּ כִׁ
נָּיו פָּ הֲלוּ מִׁ בְּ .נִׁ  



Vayigash   Genesis 45:3:1-6 

      

 

 

 

 

 

I am Joseph 

 

Why did Yosef not reveal himself earlier to his brothers? 

 

He wanted to get even? 

He wanted to be sure they had done Tesuvah: 

 1.  For selling their brother and he saw that they had done Tesuvah when they 

 were faced with a similar possibility of abandoning Benjamin and they 

 acted differently. 

 2.  For hurting and bringing pain to their father.  As soon as Joseph heard of 

 Judah’s concern for the welfare of their father, then the 2 aspects of the 

 crime were recognized and they had performed Tesuvah for both. 

 

Then Joseph revealed himself. 

And Joseph said unto his brethren: 'I am 
Joseph; doth my father yet live?' And his 
brethren could not answer him; for they were 
affrighted at his presence.  

ֹּאמֶר יוֹסֵף אֶל  ג י יוֹסֵף-וַי יו אֲנִׁ הַעוֹד  , אֶחָּ

י י חָּ בִׁ לֹּא; אָּ תוֹ-וְּ יו לַעֲנוֹת אֹּ לוּ אֶחָּ י  , יָּכְּ כִׁ
נָּיו פָּ הֲלוּ מִׁ בְּ .נִׁ  



Vayigash   Genesis 45:3:7-9 

      

 

 

 

 

 

Is my father still alive? 

 

Joseph knows that his father Jacob is alive. 

 

42:13  The youngest is now with our father. 

43:28  Our father is at peace he still lives. 

44:24  We went up to my father, we told him, our father said. 

 

Why does he now ask? 

 

To learn if Jacob still thinks of him, Joseph.  Does he still ask for him or pray for his 

welfare?  Is my father still alive? 

 

     Kestenbaum 109 

And Joseph said unto his brethren: 'I am 
Joseph; doth my father yet live?' And his 
brethren could not answer him; for they were 
affrighted at his presence.  

ֹּאמֶר יוֹסֵף אֶל  ג י יוֹסֵף-וַי יו אֲנִׁ הַעוֹד  , אֶחָּ

י י חָּ בִׁ לֹּא; אָּ תוֹ-וְּ יו לַעֲנוֹת אֹּ לוּ אֶחָּ י  , יָּכְּ כִׁ
נָּיו פָּ הֲלוּ מִׁ בְּ .נִׁ  



Vayigash   Genesis 45:4:5-7 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

Come close to me. 

 

The Midrash in Bereshis Rabbah suggests that Joseph wanted them to come close to 

show them his circumcision. 

 

Also, he had the brothers come close to him so he could tell them quietly and not let 

Benjamin hear about how they sold him as a slave. 

 

     Meam Loez 3:452 

And Joseph said unto his brethren: 
'Come near to me, I pray you.' And 
they came near. And he said: 'I am 
Joseph your brother, whom ye sold 
into Egypt.  

ֹּאמֶר יוֹסֵף אֶל  ד שוּ-וַי יו גְּ , נָּא אֵלַי-אֶחָּ

שוּ גָּ ֹּאמֶר; וַיִׁ יכֶם, וַי י יוֹסֵף אֲחִׁ , אֲנִׁ
י-אֲשֶר תִׁ תֶם אֹּ כַרְּ ה, מְּ מָּ יְּ רָּ צְּ .מִׁ  



Vayigash   Genesis 45:4:10-16 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

I am Joseph your brother whom you sold into Egypt. 

 

Is it nice to remind the brothers of their terrible deed just as they have repented and 

changed their ways? 

 

That was not what Joseph meant to do.  These words are to tell the brothers that 

Joseph has not been changed by the evil environment of Egypt.  He is still the 

same Joseph that he was before. 

 

     Torah Gems I:317 

     Menachem Mendel of Kotzk 

And Joseph said unto his brethren: 'Come near 
to me, I pray you.' And they came near. And he 
said: 'I am Joseph your brother, whom ye sold 
into Egypt.  

ֹּאמֶר יוֹסֵף אֶל  ד שוּ-וַי יו גְּ , נָּא אֵלַי-אֶחָּ

שוּ גָּ ֹּאמֶר; וַיִׁ יכֶם, וַי י יוֹסֵף אֲחִׁ , אֲנִׁ
י-אֲשֶר תִׁ תֶם אֹּ כַרְּ ה, מְּ מָּ יְּ רָּ צְּ .מִׁ  



Vayigash   Genesis 45:5:1-3 

     

 
 

 

 

“and now do not be sad, etc.” 

 

We must assume that Joseph was well aware that at present the brothers were 

saddened by the fact that they had sold him.   He added that they should not 

become angry at themselves for having set in motion all the developments which 

had led to this reunion.  He told them that actually what the brothers had done 

had resulted in their now being able to rely on him to see them through the 

famine, and not become impoverished, etc. 

And now be not grieved, nor angry with 
yourselves, that ye sold me hither; for God 
did send me before you to preserve life.  

ה אַל  ה עַתָּ בוּ-וְּ צְּ אַל, תֵעָּ עֵינֵיכֶם-וְּ חַר בְּ י, יִׁ -כִׁ

י תִׁ תֶם אֹּ כַרְּ יָּה  :הֵנָּה, מְּ חְּ מִׁ י לְּ ים  , כִׁ י אֱלֹהִׁ חַנִׁ לָּ שְּ

נֵיכֶם פְּ .לִׁ  



Vayigash   Genesis 45:12:1-3 

      

 

 

 

 

Your eyes shall see as do the eyes of my brother Benjamin. 

 

Means  -  Just as Benjamin sees that I have no ill feelings toward him, for he was 

not present when you others sold me, so should your eyes see, that I have no 

hatred for you. 

 

     Rashi 

     Kestenbaum 109 

And, behold, your eyes see, and the eyes of my 
brother Benjamin, that it is my mouth that 
speaketh unto you.  

נֵה עֵינֵיכֶם רֹּאוֹת  יב הִׁ י , וְּ חִׁ עֵינֵי אָּ וְּ
ין יָּמִׁ נְּ י  :בִׁ י-כִׁ דַבֵר אֲלֵיכֶם, פִׁ .הַמְּ  



Vayigash   Genesis 45:12:1-3, 4-6, 7-10 

      

 

 

 

Your own eyes are seeing it. 12:1-3 

 -  my circumcision and the fact that I circumcised all of Egypt. 

 

Along with Benjamin’s eyes. 12:4-6 

- Why do I mention Benjamin’s eyes separately from all the other brothers? 

 Benjamin was not part of your plot and I obviously bear no ill will toward him 

and would not mislead him. 

 

And I am speaking to you 12:7-10 

- with my own mouth in Hebrew. 

 

What more proof could you need to believe my words and be convinced that you 

your families and our father must hurry and come down and I will make it safe 

for you.   Meam Loez 3:456 

     Rashi 

And, behold, your eyes see, and the eyes of my 
brother Benjamin, that it is my mouth that 
speaketh unto you.  

נֵה עֵינֵיכֶם רֹּאוֹת  יב הִׁ י , וְּ חִׁ עֵינֵי אָּ וְּ
ין יָּמִׁ נְּ י  :בִׁ י-כִׁ דַבֵר אֲלֵיכֶם, פִׁ .הַמְּ  



Vayigash   Genesis 45:15:4-5 

      

 

 

 

 

Joseph “wept on them”. 

 

The word ‘aleyhem’ is written here without a ‘yud’.  The missing ‘yud’ which = 10 

alludes to the 10 martyrs who were killed because of what the brother’s did in 

selling Joseph into slavery.  This is commemorated in the Eleh Ezkerah prayer 

on Yom Kippur. 

     Meam Loez 3:458 

 

Joseph weeping is mentioned 8 times in the Torah.  A person who has suffered a lot 

cries easily. 

 

     Oznayim LaTorah 

     Torah Gems I:322 

And he kissed all his brethren, and wept 
upon them; and after that his brethren 
talked with him. 

כָּל  טו נַשֵק לְּ יו-וַיְּ ךְּ עֲלֵהֶם, אֶחָּ ;  וַיֵבְּ
אַחֲרֵי כֵן תוֹ, וְּ יו אִׁ רוּ אֶחָּ בְּ .דִׁ  



Vayigash   Genesis 45:15:6-10 

      

 

 

 

 

After that his brothers talked with him. 

 

After the brothers observed Joseph crying over them they were able to respond to 

him and they said to him whatever was on their minds.  After all, everything 

that Joseph had said to them up to that point might have been designed only to 

alleviate the brothers’ feeling ashamed of their conduct.  It was only after he 

kissed them and wept over the years they had been separated that the brothers 

recognized Joseph’s truly good character and that he was a true brother that 

they were able to speak to him naturally.  Whereas Joseph’s original burst of 

weeping could have been attributed to his reunion with Benjamin, the latest 

burst of weeping definitely concerned his reunion with all of them. 

And he kissed all his brethren, and wept 
upon them; and after that his brethren 
talked with him. 

כָּל  טו נַשֵק לְּ יו-וַיְּ ךְּ עֲלֵהֶם, אֶחָּ אַחֲרֵי כֵן; וַיֵבְּ , וְּ

תוֹ יו אִׁ רוּ אֶחָּ בְּ . דִׁ  



Vayigash   Genesis 45:16:3-4 

      

 

 

 

 

 

Pharaoh’s house 

 

The report reached Pharaoh’s palace, etc.  Inasmuch as the Torah (verse 2) had 

already reported Joseph as crying out aloud, the Torah now had to report that 

the reason for Joseph’s strange behavior had become clear.  Pharaoh and his 

servants now realized that a great reunion had taken place. 

 

Both Pharaoh and his servants were pleased about this.  Why should they care? 

Whereas up until now they had felt embarrassed that a former slave ruled over 

them, the brothers’ arrival made it clear that Joseph had never been a slave. 

And the report thereof was heard in 
Pharaoh's house, saying: 'Joseph's 
brethren are come'; and it pleased 
Pharaoh well, and his servants.  

מַע  טז שְּ ל נִׁ הַקֹּ ר, וְּ ה לֵאמֹּ עֹּ אוּ, בֵית פַרְּ ,  בָּ
ה; אֲחֵי יוֹסֵף עֹּ עֵינֵי פַרְּ יטַב בְּ עֵינֵי, וַיִׁ וּבְּ  



Vayigash   Genesis 45:16:1 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

The sound was heard in Pharaoh’s house. 

 

The word for sound ‘kol’ is spelled here ‘kof lamed’ while the middle letter ‘vov’ is 

omitted.  This sound ‘kol’ with a silent missing letter was heard very distant 

best,  that is why we pray the amidah silently so it will be heard best and carry 

all the way to God. 

 

     Torah Gems I:322 

And the report thereof was heard in 
Pharaoh's house, saying: 'Joseph's 
brethren are come'; and it pleased 
Pharaoh well, and his servants.  

מַע  טז שְּ ל נִׁ הַקֹּ ר, וְּ ה לֵאמֹּ עֹּ אוּ, בֵית פַרְּ ,  בָּ
ה; אֲחֵי יוֹסֵף עֹּ עֵינֵי פַרְּ יטַב בְּ עֵינֵי, וַיִׁ וּבְּ  



Vayigash   Genesis 45:19:9 

      

 

 

 

 

 

Pharaoh orders -  take for you wagons from Egypt.  

   

     Gen 45:21:5-11 

 

And Joseph gave them wagons as spoken by the mouth of Pharaoh. 

 

Yet, Jacob only gives credit to his son Joseph for sending the wagons.  

     see Gen 45:27:10-15 

 

-  “And he saw the wagons that Joseph sent”.   Sending wagons was a sign from 

Joseph to his father Yaakov who would recall that the last topic they studied 

together was about the ‘egel’, spelled the same as ‘egel’ for “wagon”. 

 

Now thou art commanded, this do ye: take you 
wagons out of the land of Egypt for your little 
ones, and for your wives, and bring your 
father, and come.  

ה  יט וֵּיתָּ ה צֻׁ אַתָּ ֹּאת עֲשׂוּ, וְּ חוּ  :ז כֶם  -קְּ לָּ

לוֹת ם עֲגָּ רַיִׁ צְּ שֵיכֶם, מֵאֶרֶץ מִׁ נְּ לִׁ כֶם וְּ טַפְּ , לְּ
אתֶם אֶת שָּׂ יכֶם-וּנְּ אתֶם, אֲבִׁ .וּבָּ  



Vayigash   Genesis 45:20:6-12 

      

 

 

 

 

 

Because the best of all the land of Egypt is yours. 

 

Pharaoh was speaking, but did not really understand what he was saying.  At the end 

of their long exile in Egypt the Israelites would go out with all the best goods of 

the land. 

 

That would fulfill God’s promise to Abraham, “afterward they will leave with great 

wealth”.  Gen 15:14 

 

They literally emptied out the nations treasuries.  Ex 12:36 

 

     Meam Loez 3:459  

Also regard not your stuff; for the good 
things of all the land of Egypt are yours.'  

כֶם  כ עֵינְּ ס עַל-אַל, וְּ חֹּ לֵיכֶם-תָּ י  :כְּ -טוּב כָּל-כִׁ
רַיִׁם צְּ כֶם הוּא, אֶרֶץ מִׁ .לָּ  



Vayigash   Genesis 45:22:6-13 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

But to Benjamin he gave 300 pieces of silver and 5 changes of clothes. 

 

Did Joseph not learn the lesson that he suffered so much under, that by treating one 

brother differently you can create jealousy? 

 

Exactly  -  he was testing the other brothers to see if they had truly repented their 

actions by again creating a situation that could arouse jealousy to make certain 

that it did not any longer do so. 

 

     Rambam 

     Torah Gems I:323 

To all of them he gave each man changes of 
raiment; but to Benjamin he gave three 
hundred shekels of silver, and five changes of 
raiment.  

יש  כב אִׁ ם נָּתַן לָּ כֻׁלָּ לֹת, לְּ מָּ פוֹת שְּׂ ;  חֲלִׁ

לֹש מֵאוֹת כֶסֶף ן נָּתַן שְּ יָּמִׁ נְּ בִׁ מֵש  , וּלְּ חָּ וְּ

לֹת מָּ ת שְּׂ פֹּ .חֲלִׁ  



Vayigash   Genesis 45:22:1-5 

      

 

 

 

 

 

To all of them he gave a change of clothes. 

 

Because in the last Parsha 44:13  they had torn their clothes in anguish when they 

learned that Benjamin’s sac contained the stolen goblet. 

 

     Torah Gems I:323 

     Tur on the Torah 

To all of them he gave each man changes of 
raiment; but to Benjamin he gave three 
hundred shekels of silver, and five changes of 
raiment.  

יש  כב אִׁ ם נָּתַן לָּ כֻׁלָּ לֹת, לְּ מָּ פוֹת שְּׂ ;  חֲלִׁ

לֹש מֵאוֹת כֶסֶף ן נָּתַן שְּ יָּמִׁ נְּ בִׁ מֵש  , וּלְּ חָּ וְּ

לֹת מָּ ת שְּׂ פֹּ .חֲלִׁ  



Vayigash   Genesis 45:24:7-9 

      

 

 

 

 

 

Don’t become agitated on the way. 

 

Joseph knew they were ashamed and he was concerned that they would quarrel on 

the way over the matter of his sale regarding who suggested it who carried it 

out etc. 

 

So he admonished them not to do so. 

 

     Rashi 

So he sent his brethren away, and they 
departed; and he said unto them: 'See 
that ye fall not out by the way.'  

שַלַח אֶת  כד יו-וַיְּ ֹּאמֶר  ; וַיֵלֵכוּ, אֶחָּ וַי
רֶךְ-אַל, אֲלֵהֶם זוּ בַדָּ גְּ רְּ .תִׁ  



Vayigash   Genesis 45:26:16-18 

      

 

 

 

 

 

He did not believe them. 

 

This is one of the punishments for not telling the truth. 

 

Even when you do tell the truth you will not be believed. 

 

     Pirke De Rabbi Nussan 

     Kestenbaum 109 

And they told him, saying: 'Joseph is yet alive, 
and he is ruler over all the land of Egypt.' And 
his heart fainted, for he believed them not. 

דוּ לוֹ לֵאמֹּר  כו י, עוֹד יוֹסֵף חַי, וַיַגִׁ כִׁ הוּא  -וְּ

שֵל כָּל, מֹּ יִׁם-בְּ רָּ צְּ בוֹ; אֶרֶץ מִׁ ג לִׁ פָּ י לֹּא, וַיָּ -כִׁ

הֶם ין לָּ .הֶאֱמִׁ  



Vayigash   Genesis 45:26:1-3 

      

 

 

 

They told him saying. 

 

Once they had conditioned Jacob’s mind they informed him that Joseph was still 

alive.  Having said this they added a little later that Joseph had achieved a 

position of great stature in Egypt. 

It is troubling that Joseph did not communicate with his father during all these 

years, did he not realize that his father must have been in terrible anguish 

concerning what had happened to him?  While it is true that as long as Joseph 

was a slave he may not have been able to communicate with his father, 

nonetheless during the nine years since his appointment as viceroy surely he 

could have done so?  Why did he not at least write his father a letter to temper 

his father’s pain and to stop him from mourning him?  Not only this, why did 

he not at least send a message to his father during the year of famine when 

there was a constant stream of traveler’s between Egypt and Canaan?   

And they told him, saying: 'Joseph is yet alive, 
and he is ruler over all the land of Egypt.' And 
his heart fainted, for he believed them not. 

דוּ לוֹ לֵאמֹּר  כו י, עוֹד יוֹסֵף חַי, וַיַגִׁ כִׁ הוּא  -וְּ

שֵל כָּל, מֹּ יִׁם-בְּ רָּ צְּ בוֹ; אֶרֶץ מִׁ ג לִׁ פָּ י לֹּא, וַיָּ -כִׁ

הֶם ין לָּ .הֶאֱמִׁ  



Vayigash   Genesis 45:26:4-5 

      

 

 

 

#1  Even assuming that an opportunity had presented itself prior to his sudden and 

dramatic promotion, he was afraid that as soon as his brothers would hear about 

his whereabouts they would try and murder him so that he could not testify 

against them.  The brothers would therefore have a vested interest in disposing 

of Joseph if they heard that he was still alive somewhere. 

#2  It is also possible that as soon as Jacob would receive such a communication he 

would curse the brothers for what they had done to Joseph; as a result the 

brothers would die and he would indirectly be responsible for their deaths. 

#3  Once Joseph had been released from prison and become viceroy he no longer 

had to fear for his life if a letter from him would be intercepted or the brothers 

would attempt to kill him to prevent their father from learning the truth.  On the 

other hand, he considered a statement by our sages in Baba Mitzia 59 that it is 

preferable to be buried in a fiery oven than to cause a fellow human being to go 

pale with shame.  Joseph was concerned for his brothers’ dignity as human 

beings, something they would lose if their father would find out at that point 

what the brothers had done to his favorite child.  He decided therefore that the 

anguish of one man, i.e., his father, was preferable to discrediting his brothers. 

And they told him, saying: 'Joseph is yet alive, 
and he is ruler over all the land of Egypt.' And 
his heart fainted, for he believed them not. 

דוּ לוֹ לֵאמֹּר  כו י, עוֹד יוֹסֵף חַי, וַיַגִׁ כִׁ הוּא  -וְּ

שֵל כָּל, מֹּ יִׁם-בְּ רָּ צְּ בוֹ; אֶרֶץ מִׁ ג לִׁ פָּ י לֹּא, וַיָּ -כִׁ

הֶם ין לָּ .הֶאֱמִׁ  



Vayigash   Genesis 46:3:6-14 

      

 

 

 

 

 

“Do not be afraid… for I will make you into a great nation there.”   

 

What precisely was Jacob afraid of when he set out to go to Egypt?  If it was the 

fear of ushering in exile for his family, how did God’s assurance alleviate that 

fear?  If, on the other hand, God meant to console him that there would be no 

exile there, history teaches that Jacob’s family became enslaved and suffered 

persecution and hard labor in Egypt. 

And He said, "I am God, the God of your father. 
Do not be afraid of going down to Egypt, for 
there I will make you into a great nation. 

א  . ג ירָּ יךָ אַל תִׁ בִׁ אֵל אֱלֹהֵי אָּ י הָּ כִׁ נֹּ ֹּאמֶר אָּ וַי

ם ךָ שָּ ימְּ דוֹל אֲשִׁׂ גוֹי גָּ י לְּ ה כִׁ מָּ רַיְּ צְּ ה מִׁ דָּ :מֵרְּ  



Vayigash   Genesis 45:26:1 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

And they told him 

 

Why use the word ‘Vayagidu’ he could have used the word ‘Vayomru’. 

The word ‘yagid’ comes from the same root as the word ‘aggadah’ “story” or 

“narrative”. 

 

The brother’s did not straight out tell him they informed him by round-about stories. 

 

 1.  not to shock him with the good news but also 

 2.  because what they had to tell their father also implicated them in evil deeds   

            and it was hard to say that directly. 

 

     Or HaChayim 

     Rabbi Hecht 

And they told him, saying: 'Joseph is 
yet alive, and he is ruler over all the 
land of Egypt.' And his heart fainted, 
for he believed them not. 

ר  כו דוּ לוֹ לֵאמֹּ י, עוֹד יוֹסֵף חַי, וַיַגִׁ כִׁ -וְּ

שֵל כָּל, הוּא מֹּ יִׁם-בְּ רָּ צְּ ג  ; אֶרֶץ מִׁ פָּ וַיָּ
בוֹ י לֹּא, לִׁ הֶם-כִׁ ין לָּ .הֶאֱמִׁ  



Vayigash   Genesis 45:26:1-6 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

And he told him saying Joseph lives. 

 

The sons were careful to break this news to Jacob very carefully and did so in a 

progressive, serial fashion. 

 

First they told stories 

then they spoke about Joseph 

then they finally told him that Joseph is alive. 

 

Physicians say that elderly persons cannot take sudden good or bad news. 

And they told him, saying: 'Joseph is 
yet alive, and he is ruler over all the 
land of Egypt.' And his heart fainted, 
for he believed them not. 

ר  כו דוּ לוֹ לֵאמֹּ י, עוֹד יוֹסֵף חַי, וַיַגִׁ כִׁ -וְּ

שֵל כָּל, הוּא מֹּ יִׁם-בְּ רָּ צְּ ג  ; אֶרֶץ מִׁ פָּ וַיָּ
בוֹ י לֹּא, לִׁ הֶם-כִׁ ין לָּ .הֶאֱמִׁ  



Vayigash   Genesis 45:27:1-9 

 

 

 

 

 

 

And they spoke to him (Jacob) all the words that Joseph spoke to them. 

 

Is there anywhere in Torah or commentaries where we learn that Jacob was ever 

informed of the actions of his sons against Joseph? 

 

Joseph had said, “Don’t worry or feel guilty because you sold me”.  45:5 

 

“I am Joseph your brother whom you sold to Egypt”. 45:4 

 

If they told Jacob all the words Joseph said, as this Posuk says they did, than these 

comments would inform him of the actions of his sons against Joseph. 

And they told him all the words of Joseph, 
which he had said unto them; and when he 
saw the wagons which Joseph had sent to 
carry him, the spirit of Jacob their father 
revived.  

יו  כז רוּ אֵלָּ דַבְּ רֵי יוֹסֵף אֲשֶר  -אֵת כָּל, וַיְּ בְּ דִׁ

בֶר אֲלֵהֶם א אֶת, דִׁ לוֹת-וַיַרְּ עֲגָּ לַח  -אֲשֶר, הָּ שָּ

תוֹ שֵׂאת אֹּ י; יוֹסֵף לָּ חִׁ יהֶם, וַתְּ ב אֲבִׁ .רוּחַ יַעֲקֹּ  



Vayigash   Genesis 45:27:10-12 

      

 

 

 

 

 

And Jacob saw the wagons. 

 

And when Jacob saw the wagons he had confidence that Joseph lived and that he 

remained true to Judaism.  Why?  Because on the day Joseph disappeared 

Joseph and Jacob had been studying the portion of the Torah relating to the 

 ‘egel aruphah’ the calf whose neck is broken in a case of unsolved murder 

between towns. 

 

Even though this is before the Torah was given the patriarchs had the Torah and 

were studying it!!  

 

     Meam Loez 3b:464 

And they told him all the words of Joseph, 
which he had said unto them; and when he 
saw the wagons which Joseph had sent to 
carry him, the spirit of Jacob their father 
revived.  

יו  כז רוּ אֵלָּ דַבְּ רֵי יוֹסֵף אֲשֶר  -אֵת כָּל, וַיְּ בְּ דִׁ

בֶר אֲלֵהֶם א אֶת, דִׁ לוֹת-וַיַרְּ עֲגָּ לַח  -אֲשֶר, הָּ שָּ

תוֹ שֵׂאת אֹּ י; יוֹסֵף לָּ חִׁ יהֶם, וַתְּ ב אֲבִׁ .רוּחַ יַעֲקֹּ  
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And he saw the wagons that Yosef sent… 

and the spirit of Jacob was revived. 

 

- But Joseph did not send the wagons, Pharaoh did.  But it reminded Jacob. 

- Why did seeing the wagons revive Jacob? 

What was it about the wagons that caused Jacob’s spirit to be revived? 

 

He knew that only Joseph would know that on the day he disappeared they had been 

studying the laws of the Egel Aruphah the laws regarding an unsolved murder 

and breaking the neck of a calf and this signal proved to Jacob that Joseph was 

truly alive Deut 21:1-9. 

 

     Meam Loez 3b:464 

And they told him all the words of Joseph, 
which he had said unto them; and when he 
saw the wagons which Joseph had sent to 
carry him, the spirit of Jacob their father 
revived.  

יו  כז רוּ אֵלָּ דַבְּ רֵי יוֹסֵף אֲשֶר  -אֵת כָּל, וַיְּ בְּ דִׁ

בֶר אֲלֵהֶם א אֶת, דִׁ לוֹת-וַיַרְּ עֲגָּ לַח  -אֲשֶר, הָּ שָּ

תוֹ שֵׂאת אֹּ י; יוֹסֵף לָּ חִׁ יהֶם, וַתְּ ב אֲבִׁ .רוּחַ יַעֲקֹּ  
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And Israel said it is too much. 

 

Why does he say, “it is too much?” 

 

Because not only is Joseph his son alive, Israel would be fully satisfied with that 

news alone but to be told that he is also the ruler of all Egypt, is too much. 

 

     Meam Loez 3b:465 

And Israel said: 'It is enough; Joseph my 
son is yet alive; I will go and see him 
before I die.'  

ֹּאמֶר  כח אֵל, וַי רָּ שְּׂ י-רַב עוֹד, יִׁ נִׁ י, יוֹסֵף בְּ ה  ; חָּ כָּ אֵלְּ

אֶנוּ אֶרְּ מוּת, וְּ טֶרֶם אָּ .בְּ  



Vayigash   Genesis 46:4:1,5 

      

 

 

 

 

 

The considerations we have just mentioned may also explain why God referred to 

Himself twice as ‘anochi’ when telling Jacob that He would descend with him 

to Egypt and would go up with him again when Jacob would be buried,  God 

meant that the level of ‘shechinah’ that would accompany him on his return 

would be a higher level than that which accompanied him at the time he 

journeyed to Egypt.  It was the latter level of ‘Anochi’ which the Jewish people 

experienced at Mount Sinai, and it is that level of  ‘Anochi’ which is 

experienced at the end of the forty nine years of the Jubilee cycle.  There is a 

mystical dimension in the fact that the Exodus from Egypt is mentioned in the 

Torah a total of forty nine times. 

I will go down with thee into Egypt; and I will 
also surely bring thee up again; and Joseph 
shall put his hand upon thine eyes.'  

י  ד כִׁ נֹּ ה, אָּ מָּ רַיְּ צְּ ךָ מִׁ מְּ י, אֵרֵד עִׁ כִׁ נֹּ אָּ ךָ  , וְּ אַעַלְּ

לֹה-גַם יוֹסֵף; עָּ ית יָּדוֹ עַל, וְּ .עֵינֶיךָ-יָּשִׁ  



Vayigash   Genesis 46:4:9-13 

      

 

 

 

 

 

“and Joseph will certainly put his hands on your eyes”. 

 

This was an assurance to Jacob that Joseph would not die during his lifetime.  It was 

welcome news to Jacob as he had prophesied that he would descend to the 

grave of his son Joseph (37,36).  God wanted Jacob to know that he had erred 

in that forecast. 

I will go down with thee into Egypt; and I will 
also surely bring thee up again; and Joseph 
shall put his hand upon thine eyes.'  

י  ד כִׁ נֹּ ה, אָּ מָּ רַיְּ צְּ ךָ מִׁ מְּ י, אֵרֵד עִׁ כִׁ נֹּ אָּ ךָ  , וְּ אַעַלְּ

לֹה-גַם יוֹסֵף; עָּ ית יָּדוֹ עַל, וְּ .עֵינֶיךָ-יָּשִׁ  



Vayigash   Genesis 46:4:6-8 

      

 

 

 

 

 

I will surely bring you up. 

 

The Torah uses double wording here literally, “I will bring you up also bringing you 

up”, suggests that God is alluding to-I will bring you up from slavery in Egypt 

and I will bring you up to the Holyland and up from future exiles and I will 

bring you up from Egypt to be buried in the land of Israel 

 

     Rashi 

 

It also implies that Jacob will die in Egypt and never return alive to Israel. 

I will go down with thee into Egypt; and I will 
also surely bring thee up again; and Joseph 
shall put his hand upon thine eyes.'  

י  ד כִׁ נֹּ ה, אָּ מָּ רַיְּ צְּ ךָ מִׁ מְּ י, אֵרֵד עִׁ כִׁ נֹּ אָּ ךָ  , וְּ אַעַלְּ

לֹה-גַם יוֹסֵף; עָּ ית יָּדוֹ עַל, וְּ .עֵינֶיךָ-יָּשִׁ  



Vayigash   Genesis 46:6:6-9 

      

 

 

 

 

 

That they had amassed in the Land of Canaan. 

 

All other possessions acquired outside of the land of Israel i.e., Padon Aram, were 

not worthy to take to Egypt.  Also see Gen 50:5 

 

     Rashi 

 

And they took their cattle, and their goods, 
which they had gotten in the land of Canaan, 
and came into Egypt, Jacob, and all his seed 
with him;  

חוּ אֶת  ו קְּ נֵיהֶם-וַיִׁ קְּ אֶת, מִׁ ם  -וְּ כוּשָּ רְּ

נַעַן אֶרֶץ כְּ שוּ בְּ כְּ אוּ, אֲשֶר רָּ בֹּ , וַיָּ
ה מָּ יְּ רָּ צְּ ב  :מִׁ כָּל, יַעֲקֹּ תוֹ-וְּ עוֹ אִׁ .זַרְּ  



Vayigash   Genesis 46:6:10-11 

     Genesis 46:7:10-12 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

And they came to Egypt 

 

he brought with him to Egypt. 

 

The Torah tries to tell us there were ideological differences between the sons of 

Jacob, some agreed readily, others wished to delay as long as possible, the 

decent to a land where there children would become slaves.  These two groups 

are referred to above.  There were those who came willingly and in sentence 

46:7 those who had to be brought.  They did not wish to come voluntarily. 

 

     Or HaChayim 370 

And they took their cattle, and their goods, 
which they had gotten in the land of Canaan, 
and came into Egypt, Jacob, and all his seed 
with him;  

חוּ אֶת  ו קְּ נֵיהֶם-וַיִׁ קְּ אֶת, מִׁ ם  -וְּ כוּשָּ רְּ

נַעַן אֶרֶץ כְּ שוּ בְּ כְּ אוּ, אֲשֶר רָּ בֹּ , וַיָּ
ה מָּ יְּ רָּ צְּ ב  :מִׁ כָּל, יַעֲקֹּ תוֹ-וְּ עוֹ אִׁ .זַרְּ  

his sons, and his sons' sons with him, his 
daughters, and his sons' daughters, and all his 
seed brought he with him into Egypt. {S}  

יו  ז נָּ נֵי בָּ יו וּבְּ נָּ תוֹ, בָּ נוֹת  , אִׁ יו וּבְּ תָּ נֹּ בְּ

יו נָּ כָּל, בָּ עוֹ-וְּ תוֹ--זַרְּ יא אִׁ ,  הֵבִׁ

ה מָּ יְּ רָּ צְּ {ס}  .מִׁ  
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The son of the Canaanite woman. 

 

The patriarchs always insisted that their sons not marry women from the Canaanite 

Nations See 24:3,37 & 28:1.  How then could Simeon marry a Canaanite 

woman? 

 

When Dinah had been violated by Shechem she did not agree to be rescued and 

returned to her people since she feared no one would marry her with this 

experience in her past.   However, Simeon promised to marry his 1/2 sister 

Dinah and so she allowed herself to be rescued.  Because of her experience 

with Shechem, a Canaanite, she was referred to as the Canaanite woman. 

 

     Rashi, Gur Aryeh 

     Kestenbaum 111 

      

 

 

 

And the sons of Simeon: Jemuel, and Jamin, 
and Ohad, and Jachin, and Zohar, and Shaul 
the son of a Canaanitish woman.  

עוֹן  י מְּ נֵי שִׁ הַד, וּבְּ אֹּ ין וְּ יָּמִׁ מוּאֵל וְּ ין --יְּ יָּכִׁ וְּ
חַר צֹּ אוּל; וְּ שָּ ית-בֶן, וְּ נַעֲנִׁ .הַכְּ  



Vayigash   Genesis 46:15:16-17 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The children of Leah in addition to Dinah numbered 33. 

 

However, only 32 are named here.  One of the granddaughters of  Leah, Yocheved, 

daughter of Levi, was not yet born when they left Canaan.  She was born as 

they entered Egypt therefore, she does not appear on the list of those who left 

Canaan but she was included in the total of 70 who entered Egypt. 

 

     Rashi 

     Kestenbaum 111 

     Bava Basra 123b1 

 

Or perhaps we count the Shechinah, which suggests that God went down to Egypt 

and accompanied Jacob and his family 69 + 1 = 70. 

      

 

 

 

These are the sons of Leah, whom she bore 
unto Jacob in Paddan-aram, with his daughter 
Dinah; all the souls of his sons and his 
daughters were thirty and three.  

ה  טו נֵי לֵאָּ ב , אֵלֶה בְּ יַעֲקֹּ ה לְּ דָּ אֲשֶר יָּלְּ

ם פַדַן אֲרָּ אֵת, בְּ תוֹ, וְּ ינָּה בִׁ נֶפֶש  -כָּל  :דִׁ
יו נוֹתָּ נָּיו וּבְּ לֹש, בָּ שָּ ים וְּ לֹשִׁ .שְּ  



Vayigash   Genesis 46:26:14-15 

     Genesis 46:27:7-8 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Seventy people came down to Egypt. 

 

Yet if we count it comes only to  -  46:26, 14-15 = 66; 46:27:78 = 2 = 68 + Jacob (or 

Joseph)  = 69 

 

The 70th is thought to be a twin to Dinah or Yocheved, the mother of Moses who 

was born just as soon as they entered Egypt. 

 

She was conceived outside of Egypt therefore not named at that time but had her 

birth in Egypt therefore she counted as going to Egypt. 

     Bava Basra 123b1 

 

 

 

All the souls belonging to Jacob that came into 
Egypt, that came out of his loins, besides 
Jacob's sons' wives, all the souls were 
threescore and six.  

ה-כָּל  כו מָּ רַיְּ צְּ ב מִׁ יַעֲקֹּ ה לְּ אָּ ,  הַנֶפֶש הַבָּ

רֵכוֹ אֵי יְּ צְּ בַד, יֹּ לְּ נֵי, מִׁ שֵי בְּ ב-נְּ -כָּל--יַעֲקֹּ
ים וָּשֵש, נֶפֶש שִׁ .שִׁ  

And the sons of Joseph, who were born 
to him in Egypt, were two souls; all the 
souls of the house of Jacob, that came 
into Egypt, were threescore and ten. {S}  

נֵי יוֹסֵף אֲשֶר  כז רַיִׁם-יֻׁלַד-וּבְּ צְּ מִׁ ,  לוֹ בְּ

נָּיִׁם בֵית-כָּל  :נֶפֶש שְּ ב -הַנֶפֶש לְּ יַעֲקֹּ
ה מָּ רַיְּ צְּ ה מִׁ אָּ ים, הַבָּ עִׁ בְּ {ס}  .שִׁ  
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All the souls of the house of Jacob which came to Egypt were seventy.   

 

The Hebrew word for “souls” here is written in the singular.  There are many times 

when Jews must come together to form a minyan, to have three to say the 

benching (grace after meals).  Jews are responsible for each other.  Therefore 

this reference that all Jews are as one – unified – equal is singular, since they all 

worshipped one God. 

 

     Torah Gems I:329 

     Rashi       

 

 

 

And the sons of Joseph, who were born 
to him in Egypt, were two souls; all the 
souls of the house of Jacob, that came 
into Egypt, were threescore and ten. {S}  

נֵי יוֹסֵף אֲשֶר  כז רַיִׁם-יֻׁלַד-וּבְּ צְּ מִׁ ,  לוֹ בְּ

נָּיִׁם בֵית-כָּל  :נֶפֶש שְּ ב -הַנֶפֶש לְּ יַעֲקֹּ
ה מָּ רַיְּ צְּ ה מִׁ אָּ ים, הַבָּ עִׁ בְּ {ס}  .שִׁ  
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And Joseph harnessed his chariot. 

 

The Torah says Joseph did it himself likely out of respect for his father. 

 

     Meam Loez 3b:474 

     Rashi 

And Joseph made ready his chariot, and went 
up to meet Israel his father, to Goshen; and he 
presented himself unto him, and fell on his 
neck, and wept on his neck a good while.  

תוֹ  כט כַבְּ ר יוֹסֵף מֶרְּ סֹּ רַאת, וַיֶאְּ קְּ -וַיַעַל לִׁ

נָּה שְּ יו גֹּ בִׁ אֵל אָּ רָּ שְּׂ יו; יִׁ א אֵלָּ ל עַל, וַיֵרָּ פֹּ -וַיִׁ
יו ךְּ עַל, צַוָּּארָּ יו-וַיֵבְּ .עוֹד, צַוָּּארָּ  
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He presented  (he appeared) to him 

He fell on his neck 

He wept on his neck for a long time. 

 

Rashi  -  Jacob did not kiss Joseph or cry  (because he was saying the Shema). 

 

Rambam says no 

 Joseph presented himself to Jacob. 

 Jacob fell on Joseph’s neck. 

 Jacob wept on Joseph’s neck for a long time (even more crying than he had 

done in their 22 year separation). 

 

     Meam Loez 3b:476 

 

 

 

And Joseph made ready his chariot, and 
went up to meet Israel his father, to Goshen; 
and he presented himself unto him, and fell 
on his neck, and wept on his neck a good 
while.  

תוֹ  כט כַבְּ ר יוֹסֵף מֶרְּ סֹּ רַאת, וַיֶאְּ קְּ -וַיַעַל לִׁ

נָּה שְּ יו גֹּ בִׁ אֵל אָּ רָּ שְּׂ יו; יִׁ א אֵלָּ ל עַל, וַיֵרָּ פֹּ -וַיִׁ
יו ךְּ עַל, צַוָּּארָּ יו-וַיֵבְּ .עוֹד, צַוָּּארָּ  
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He said, “now I can die after I have seen your face because you are still alive”. 

 

Of course Joseph is alive, Jacob knew that since his sons told him in 45:26. 

 

Actually, Jacob now reassured himself that not only was Joseph alive but even 

though Joseph was powerful and a ruler and had been a slave he had been able 

to preserve his righteousness.  He had preserved his spiritual heritage.  It is well 

known that the righteous would prefer the disappearance of a son to a son that 

embarrassed them by leaving the correct path,  now that he saw his face Jacob 

could die, Joseph and his faith “was still alive.” 

 

 

 

And Israel said unto Joseph: 'Now let me die, 
since I have seen thy face, that thou art yet 
alive.' 

אֵל אֶל  ל רָּ שְּׂ ֹּאמֶר יִׁ עַם, יוֹסֵף-וַי ה הַפָּ מוּתָּ ,  אָּ
י אֶת אוֹתִׁ נֶיךָ-אַחֲרֵי רְּ י, פָּ ךָ חָּ י עוֹדְּ .כִׁ  
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     Genesis 46:34:2-12 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I will tell Pharaoh the men are shepherds. 

  

You must tell Pharaoh that we are live stock dealers we and our fathers.  46:34:2-12 

Joseph told Pharaoh   Gen 47:1:1-9 

His brothers told Pharaoh  Gen 47:3:7-15 

Why so much repetition-the shepherds, cattle, flocks, sheep? 

Egyptians worshipped sheep-aries – the Ram – Amon.  

Tell them you have been shepherds for generations so they don’t think you mock 

them with your new profession. 

And you will be given land to graze your cattle far away in Goshen.  The land is 

good, and there it is less likely that you will mix with the Egyptian population, 

less likely to elicit their jealousy. 

and the men are shepherds, for they have been 
keepers of cattle; and they have brought their 
flocks, and their herds, and all that they have.  

ֹּאן  לב עֵי צ ים רֹּ אֲנָּשִׁ הָּ י, וְּ יוּ-כִׁ נֶה הָּ קְּ שֵי מִׁ ; אַנְּ

כָּל ם וְּ רָּ קָּ ֹּאנָּם וּבְּ צ הֶם-וְּ יאוּ, אֲשֶר לָּ .הֵבִׁ  

that ye shall say: Thy servants have been keepers of 
cattle from our youth even until now, both we, and 
our fathers; that ye may dwell in the land of Goshen; 
for every shepherd is an abomination unto the 
Egyptians.'  

תֶם  לד עוּרֵינוּ  , וַאֲמַרְּ נְּ דֶיךָ מִׁ יוּ עֲבָּ נֶה הָּ קְּ שֵי מִׁ אַנְּ

עַד ה-וְּ נוּ-גַם--עַתָּ תֵינוּ-גַם, אֲנַחְּ , בַעֲבוּר  :אֲבֹּ

שֶן אֶרֶץ גֹּ בוּ בְּ י, תֵשְּ רַיִׁם-כִׁ צְּ עֵה  -כָּל, תוֹעֲבַת מִׁ רֹּ
ֹּאן .צ  
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     Genesis 47:7:1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Both verses begin with the same letters but with different pronunciations and 

meaning. 

 

 and Joseph came V #1  Vayavo 

 and Joseph brought V #7  Vayaveh 

 

Be careful not to confuse the two pronunciations. 

 

     Kestenbaum 113 

 

Then Joseph went in and told Pharaoh, and 
said: 'My father and my brethren, and their 
flocks, and their herds, and all that they have, 
are come out of the land of Canaan; and, 
behold, they are in the land of Goshen.'  

בֹּא יוֹסֵף  א ה, וַיָּ עֹּ פַרְּ י , וַיַגֵד לְּ בִׁ ֹּאמֶר אָּ וַי

ל כָּ ם וְּ רָּ קָּ ֹּאנָּם וּבְּ צ אַחַי וְּ הֶם-וְּ אוּ  , אֲשֶר לָּ בָּ
נָּעַן נָּם; מֵאֶרֶץ כְּ הִׁ שֶן, וְּ אֶרֶץ גֹּ .בְּ  

And Joseph brought in Jacob his father, and set 
him before Pharaoh. And Jacob blessed 
Pharaoh.  

בֵא יוֹסֵף אֶת  ז יו-וַיָּ בִׁ ב אָּ דֵהוּ  , יַעֲקֹּ וַיַעֲמִׁ
ה עֹּ נֵי פַרְּ פְּ ב; לִׁ רֶךְ יַעֲקֹּ בָּ ה-אֶת, וַיְּ עֹּ . פַרְּ  



Vayigash   Genesis 47:7:6-8 

 

 

 

 

 

And he presented him before Pharaoh 

 

The word ‘Vaiyaamidehu’ suggests that “he placed him”, he set him, he positioned 

him, before Pharaoh, or opposite Pharaoh so that Jacob could bless Pharaoh.  

He blessed him he asks the blessings of Hashem for the King who had 

befriended his beloved son. 

 

     Or HaChayim 378 

     Hertz p177 

 

 

 

And Joseph brought in Jacob his father, and set 
him before Pharaoh. And Jacob blessed 
Pharaoh.  

בֵא יוֹסֵף אֶת  ז יו-וַיָּ בִׁ ב אָּ דֵהוּ  , יַעֲקֹּ וַיַעֲמִׁ
ה עֹּ נֵי פַרְּ פְּ ב; לִׁ רֶךְ יַעֲקֹּ בָּ ה-אֶת, וַיְּ עֹּ . פַרְּ  



Vayigash   Genesis 47:8:5-8 

 

 

 

 

 

How many years have you lived? 

 

Few and bitter have been the days of my years of life. 

 

 Jacob born 2108  1653 BCE add 130 years tells us he went to Egypt in 2238  

1523  BCE. 

 

     Meam Loez 3b:480 

 

 

 

And Pharaoh said unto Jacob: 'How many are 
the days of the years of thy life?'  

ה  ח עֹּ ֹּאמֶר פַרְּ ב-אֶל, וַי ה  :יַעֲקֹּ ,  כַמָּ
נֵי חַיֶיךָ מֵי שְּ .יְּ  



Vayigash   Genesis 47:7:9-12 

 

 

 

 

 

And Jacob blessed Pharaoh. 

 

Rashi says in appreciation for his having befriended his beloved son. 

 

Rambam says Rashi is wrong!!  To bless Pharaoh was a haughty act (Chutspadic)! 

Pharaoh is supposed to be a divine ruler-he blesses he does not get blessed.  

Jacob was demonstrating that only his God could give effective blessings.  

Pharaoh is bemused.  Are you mad?  How old are you?  Jacob tells him 130 and 

then blesses him again that the waters of the Nile should rise to the level of 

Pharaoh’s knees (Birkayim from the word Baruch) and then disrespectfully 

goes out from the presence of Pharaoh V10 abruptly. 

 

     Shalosh Seudot Dvar Torah 

     Anshe Sholom 6 Dec 2001 

 

 

 

And Joseph brought in Jacob his father, and set 
him before Pharaoh. And Jacob blessed 
Pharaoh.  

בֵא יוֹסֵף אֶת  ז יו-וַיָּ בִׁ ב אָּ דֵהוּ  , יַעֲקֹּ וַיַעֲמִׁ
ה עֹּ נֵי פַרְּ פְּ ב; לִׁ רֶךְ יַעֲקֹּ בָּ ה-אֶת, וַיְּ עֹּ . פַרְּ  



Vayigash   Genesis 47:10:1-4 

 

 

 

 

 

And Jacob blessed Pharaoh. 

 

He blessed him that the Nile should rise to his knees which would result in the Nile 

 irrigating the fields of Egypt. 

 

     Rashi 

And Jacob blessed Pharaoh, and went 
out from the presence of Pharaoh. 

ב  י רֶךְ יַעֲקֹּ בָּ ה-אֶת, וַיְּ עֹּ נֵי  , וַיֵצֵא; פַרְּ פְּ לִׁ מִׁ
ה עֹּ .פַרְּ  



Vayigash   Genesis 47:20:17-19 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

And the Land became Pharaoh’s. 

 

Was it not his before? 

 

Yes, administratively and politically.  He reigned over it but now he actually bought 

it and owned it.  The people had to mortgage and finally sell their land to the 

state to buy grain to eat. 

 

     Rashi 

So Joseph bought all the land of Egypt for 
Pharaoh; for the Egyptians sold every man his 
field, because the famine was sore upon them; 
and the land became Pharaoh's.  

קֶן יוֹסֵף אֶת  כ רַיִׁם-כָּל-וַיִׁ צְּ מַת מִׁ , אַדְּ

ה עֹּ פַרְּ י, לְּ דֵהוּ-כִׁ יש שָּׂ ם אִׁ רַיִׁ צְּ רוּ מִׁ כְּ י, מָּ -כִׁ

ב עָּ רָּ זַק עֲלֵהֶם הָּ רֶץ; חָּ אָּ י הָּ הִׁ ,  וַתְּ
ה עֹּ פַרְּ .לְּ  



Vayigash   Genesis 47:21:1-5 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

And (Joseph) transferred people to the cities from one end of Egypt’s borders to the 

others. 

 

So that every one would be strangers in their neighborhood and no one could say 

that only the Israelites had no ancestral hereditary rights.  All the people had 

been uprooted and were strangers. 

 

     Meam Loez 3B:485 

And as for the people, he removed them city 
by city, from one end of the border of Egypt 
even to the other end thereof.  

אֶת  כא ם-וְּ עָּ תוֹ--הָּ יר אֹּ , הֶעֱבִׁ
ים רִׁ בוּל  :לֶעָּ צֵה גְּ קְּ רַיִׁם-מִׁ צְּ עַד, מִׁ צֵהוּ-וְּ .קָּ  



Vayigash   Genesis 47:23:5-8 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Behold I have bought you today and your land. 

 

Earlier in sentence 47:20 we learn that Joseph bought all the land of Egypt. 

 

Here, he informs us that since all the land had been purchased the people were so 

poor they had to actually sell themselves and Joseph bought them that day, as 

hired hands. 

 

     Or HaChayim 

Then Joseph said unto the people: 'Behold, I 
have bought you this day and your land for 
Pharaoh. Lo, here is seed for you, and ye shall 
sow the land.  

ֹּאמֶר יוֹסֵף אֶל  כג ם-וַי עָּ י , הָּ יתִׁ נִׁ הֵן קָּ

אֶת כֶם הַיוֹם וְּ ה-אֶתְּ עֹּ פַרְּ כֶם לְּ מַתְּ -הֵא; אַדְּ
כֶם זֶרַע תֶם אֶת, לָּ רַעְּ ה-וּזְּ מָּ אֲדָּ .הָּ  



Vayigash   Genesis 47:24:3-9 

 

 

 

 

 

 

You will give a 5th to Pharaoh. 

 

1/5th to Pharaoh – 1/5th for seed for next years planting, 1/5th for you and your wife, 

1/5th for your household servants and workers and 1/5th for your children. 

The 1/5th is 2 x the usual tithe 1/10th Joseph chose the number 1/5th by careful analysis 

of peoples habits and mathematical calculations.  This is not just a number chosen 

at random. 

In a good year people eat 2 x their normal amount . 

In a bad year people eat 1/2 of their usual amount or 1/4th of what they would eat in a 

good year. 

Therefore, if in a good year you give the people 80% of their crop and reserve the 

20% for the bad year, you are planning and preparing to do for them what they 

would naturally have done for themselves. 

     Rashi, R′ S. R. Hirsch 

     Kestenbaum 97 

And it shall come to pass at the ingatherings, 
that ye shall give a fifth unto Pharaoh, and four 
parts shall be your own, for seed of the field, 
and for your food, and for them of your 
households, and for food for your little ones.'  

יָּה  כד הָּ ת, וְּ בוּאֹּ ית, בַתְּ ישִׁ תַתֶם חֲמִׁ ,  וּנְּ

ה עֹּ פַרְּ זֶרַע  ; לְּ כֶם לְּ יֶה לָּ הְּ דֹּת יִׁ בַע הַיָּ אַרְּ וְּ

כֶם לְּ כְּ אָּ דֶה וּלְּ תֵיכֶם, הַשָּ בָּ לַאֲשֶר בְּ ל  --וְּ לֶאֱכֹּ וְּ
כֶם טַפְּ .לְּ  



Vayechi  (12) 
Genesis  47:28 

 



Vayechi    Genesis 47:28:1-2 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This Sidra should have begun with the last sentence of last weeks Sidra.  But our 

sages did not want that Sidra to end with a statement that, “all the land of Egypt 

belonged to Pharaoh”. 

 

Therefore, this Parsha is “sealed” i.e., there is no break in the Torah indicating the 

beginning of this Parsha. 

 

     Torah Gems I:335 

     Rashbam 

And Jacob lived in the land of Egypt 
seventeen years; so the days of Jacob, the 
years of his life, were a hundred forty and 
seven years.  

רַיִׁם  כח צְּ אֶרֶץ מִׁ ב בְּ י יַעֲקֹּ חִׁ בַע  , וַיְּ שְּ

נָּה רֵה שָּ מֵי; עֶשְּׂ י יְּ הִׁ ב-וַיְּ יו, יַעֲקֹּ נֵי חַיָּ --שְּ
ים נִׁ נָּה, שֶבַע שָּ אַת שָּ ים וּמְּ עִׁ בָּ אַרְּ .וְּ  



Vayechi    Genesis 47:28:1-2 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The prominent ‘chet’ in the word ‘Vayechi’ is an allusion to the Talmudic saying, 

  

“Jacob did not die, but lives on through his descendants”, Taanis 5b. 

 

     Munk p114 

 

The Gematria of ‘Vayechi’  is 34 suggesting that the years of life that Jacob actually 

enjoyed was 34 years.  This refers to the 17 years before Joseph was kidnapped 

and the 17 years that Jacob lived in Egypt after learning that Joseph was alive. 

 

     Rabbi Bensuwangen 

     Ft. Lauderdale, Florida 

 

 

And Jacob lived in the land of Egypt 
seventeen years; so the days of Jacob, the 
years of his life, were a hundred forty and 
seven years.  

רַיִׁם  כח צְּ אֶרֶץ מִׁ ב בְּ י יַעֲקֹּ חִׁ בַע  , וַיְּ שְּ

נָּה רֵה שָּ מֵי; עֶשְּׂ י יְּ הִׁ ב-וַיְּ יו, יַעֲקֹּ נֵי חַיָּ --שְּ
ים נִׁ נָּה, שֶבַע שָּ אַת שָּ ים וּמְּ עִׁ בָּ אַרְּ .וְּ  



Vayechi    Genesis 47:28:1-7 

 

 

 

 

 

And Jacob lived in the Land of Egypt 17 years. 

 

Joseph was taken from him at age 17 (32:2) Jacob had supported his son Joseph for 

17 years and it is therefore worthy that Joseph should support his father in 

dignity for 17 years. 

 

     Meam Loez 3b:490 

 

This would otherwise be redundant.  We know Jacob was 130 years old when he 

came to Egypt (47:9) and he lived to be 147 years old (47:28). 

And Jacob lived in the land of Egypt 
seventeen years; so the days of Jacob, the 
years of his life, were a hundred forty and 
seven years.  

רַיִׁם  כח צְּ אֶרֶץ מִׁ ב בְּ י יַעֲקֹּ חִׁ בַע  , וַיְּ שְּ

נָּה רֵה שָּ מֵי; עֶשְּׂ י יְּ הִׁ ב-וַיְּ יו, יַעֲקֹּ נֵי חַיָּ --שְּ
ים נִׁ נָּה, שֶבַע שָּ אַת שָּ ים וּמְּ עִׁ בָּ אַרְּ .וְּ  



Vayechi    Genesis 47:28:1-7 

 

 

 

 

 

 

And Jacob lived in Egypt for 17 years. 

 

‘Vayechi’ is not the word to use if you mean “reside” it would be better to use 

‘Vayigar’ or ‘Vayesheiv’.  

Life can be a process of living day after day or life can be a process of dying one 

day closer to death each day. 

Jacob lived in Egypt for 17 years. 

He reversed the process that had begun when Joseph was thought to have died.  Life 

had no meaning he just existed.  Now he lived happy and content. 

 

     Meam Loez 3b:490 

     Rabbi Moshe Soloveitchik  

      

And Jacob lived in the land of Egypt 
seventeen years; so the days of Jacob, the 
years of his life, were a hundred forty and 
seven years.  

רַיִׁם  כח צְּ אֶרֶץ מִׁ ב בְּ י יַעֲקֹּ חִׁ בַע  , וַיְּ שְּ

נָּה רֵה שָּ מֵי; עֶשְּׂ י יְּ הִׁ ב-וַיְּ יו, יַעֲקֹּ נֵי חַיָּ --שְּ
ים נִׁ נָּה, שֶבַע שָּ אַת שָּ ים וּמְּ עִׁ בָּ אַרְּ .וְּ  



Vayechi    Genesis 47:28:1-2 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The parsha records Jacob’s death.  Yet it is called ‘Vayechi’ “and he lived”.  It 

contains the death of all his sons and the enslavement of all the Jews should this 

he titled “and he lived?” 

 

The death of Sarah is recorded in, ‘Chayei Sarah’. 

 

When a Tzaddik dies he/she leaves an indelible mark so he is regarded as living 

forever, in a spiritual sense. 

 

Also, this is to teach us that an individual may die but as long as their descendants 

honor and perpetuate their way of life the person lives on and the people of 

Israel live on. 

 

     Rabbi Dr. David Spindel 

And Jacob lived in the land of Egypt 
seventeen years; so the days of Jacob, the 
years of his life, were a hundred forty and 
seven years.  

רַיִׁם  כח צְּ אֶרֶץ מִׁ ב בְּ י יַעֲקֹּ חִׁ בַע  , וַיְּ שְּ

נָּה רֵה שָּ מֵי; עֶשְּׂ י יְּ הִׁ ב-וַיְּ יו, יַעֲקֹּ נֵי חַיָּ --שְּ
ים נִׁ נָּה, שֶבַע שָּ אַת שָּ ים וּמְּ עִׁ בָּ אַרְּ .וְּ  



Vayechi    Genesis 47:28:17 

 

 

 

 

 

 

And the whole age of Jacob was 147 year. 

 

The Pasuk uses the singular ‘shanah’ and not the plural ‘shanim’ to teach us that 

Jacob was constant and steady following the same righteous path all his life. 

 All his days were the same. 

 

     Torah Gems I:337 

And Jacob lived in the land of Egypt 
seventeen years; so the days of Jacob, the 
years of his life, were a hundred forty and 
seven years.  

רַיִׁם  כח צְּ אֶרֶץ מִׁ ב בְּ י יַעֲקֹּ חִׁ בַע  , וַיְּ שְּ

נָּה רֵה שָּ מֵי; עֶשְּׂ י יְּ הִׁ ב-וַיְּ יו, יַעֲקֹּ נֵי חַיָּ --שְּ
ים נִׁ נָּה, שֶבַע שָּ אַת שָּ ים וּמְּ עִׁ בָּ אַרְּ .וְּ  



Vayechi    Genesis 47:29:22-23 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

And do for me true kindness. 

 

True kindness is that which is done for the dead since one cannot expect any 

 payment for it. 

 

     Meam Loez 3b:491 

     Rashi 

And the time drew near that Israel must 
die; and he called his son Joseph, and said 
unto him: 'If now I have found favour in thy 
sight, put, I pray thee, thy hand under my 
thigh, and deal kindly and truly with me; 
bury me not, I pray thee, in Egypt.  

מֵי  כט בוּ יְּ רְּ קְּ אֵל-וַיִׁ רָּ שְּׂ מוּת, יִׁ נוֹ  , לָּ בְּ א לִׁ רָּ קְּ וַיִׁ

ם ֹּאמֶר לוֹ אִׁ יוֹסֵף וַי עֵינֶיךָ-לְּ י חֵן בְּ אתִׁ צָּ , נָּא מָּ

ים י-שִׁׂ רֵכִׁ ךָ תַחַת יְּ י חֶסֶד  ; נָּא יָּדְּ דִׁ מָּ יתָּ עִׁ שִׁׂ עָּ וְּ
יִׁם-אַל, וֶאֱמֶת רָּ צְּ מִׁ י בְּ רֵנִׁ בְּ קְּ .נָּא תִׁ  



Vayechi    Genesis 47:30:10-11 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I will do as you say. 

 

Joseph said to Jacob, “I will do as you say”. 

 

But Jacob says “swear it to me” and Joseph swears to him.  47:31:2-3 

 

Was Joseph’s word not enough?  Did he have to swear also?  The oath was done in 

case the Pharaoh refused permission.  Joseph could say I swore to my father on 

his death bed and I must not violate my oath. 

 

     Meam Loez 3b:494 

     Ramban 

But when I sleep with my fathers, thou 
shalt carry me out of Egypt, and bury 
me in their burying-place.' And he said: 
'I will do as thou hast said.'  

י  ל תִׁ כַבְּ שָּ ם, וְּ תַי-עִׁ י  , אֲבֹּ אתַנִׁ שָּׂ וּנְּ

ם רַיִׁ צְּ מִׁ ם, מִׁ תָּ רָּ בֻׁ קְּ י בִׁ תַנִׁ בַרְּ ֹּאמַר; וּקְּ ,  וַי
רֶךָ בָּ דְּ י אֶעֱשֶׂה כִׁ כִׁ נֹּ .אָּ  



Vayechi    Genesis 48:1:9-18 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Respect for one’s grandparents. 

Not speaking about basic Menshlichkeit, that goes without saying, but serving them 

 by standing when they enter a room and not sitting in their seat. 

In the Torah this is the first connection of grandparents with grandchildren.  

Avraham, and Yitzchak did not interact with their grandchildren.  Here, Joseph 

brought the grandchildren with him to visit their grandfather Jacob 50:23. 

 

And it came to pass after these things, that 
one said to Joseph: 'Behold, thy father is sick.' 
And he took with him his two sons, Manasseh 
and Ephraim.  

י  א הִׁ אֵלֶה, וַיְּ ים הָּ רִׁ בָּ ֹּאמֶר  , אַחֲרֵי הַדְּ וַי

יוֹסֵף לֶה, לְּ יךָ חֹּ בִׁ נֵה אָּ קַח אֶת; הִׁ נֵי  -וַיִׁ שְּ

יו נָּ מוֹ, בָּ נַשֶה-אֶת--עִׁ אֶת, מְּ יִׁם-וְּ רָּ .אֶפְּ  



Vayechi    Genesis 48:5:14-19 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jacob said to Joseph, “Ephraim and Menasheh shall be mine like Reuven and Simon”. 

 

They will be equal to my sons. 

Joseph will obtain the double portion due to the ‘bechor’ “first born”, Reuven.  

Reuven lost it by moving Jacob’s bed.  The double portion will be provided to 

Ephraim and Menasheh.  This teaches us that a ‘bechor’ receives 2 x the portion 

of any other brother not 2/3 of the entire estate. 

     Bava Basra 123a1 

We understand why Reuvan lost the right to be a bechor but why did Jacob give it to 

Joseph?  He could have given it to the next son in line Shimon?  No, Joseph 

benefited the entire family and gratitude was due him.  In addition the bechor 

should have come from Rachel because it was for her alone that Jacob worked for 

Lavan.  God arranged for it to return to Rachel and her first born son. 

     Bava Basra 123a3 

And now thy two sons, who were born unto 
thee in the land of Egypt before I came unto 
thee into Egypt, are mine; Ephraim and 
Manasseh, even as Reuben and Simeon, shall 
be mine.  

נֵי  ה ה שְּ עַתָּ אֶרֶץ -וְּ ךָ בְּ ים לְּ דִׁ נֶיךָ הַנוֹלָּ בָּ

רַיִׁם צְּ ה-עַד, מִׁ מָּ רַיְּ צְּ י אֵלֶיךָ מִׁ אִׁ י--בֹּ -לִׁ

רַיִׁם  :הֵם נַשֶה, אֶפְּ עוֹן--וּמְּ מְּ שִׁ אוּבֵן וְּ רְּ יוּ, כִׁ הְּ -יִׁ

י . לִׁ  



Vayechi    Genesis 48:5:18-19 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

They are mine. 

 

Jacob says Ephraim and Menasseh are like my sons, 

 

they will be given portions equal to the other sons in Eretz Israel. 

 

     Meam Loez 3b:502 

     Rashi 

And now thy two sons, who were born unto 
thee in the land of Egypt before I came unto 
thee into Egypt, are mine; Ephraim and 
Manasseh, even as Reuben and Simeon, shall 
be mine.  

נֵי  ה ה שְּ עַתָּ אֶרֶץ  -וְּ ךָ בְּ ים לְּ דִׁ נֶיךָ הַנוֹלָּ בָּ

ם רַיִׁ צְּ ה-עַד, מִׁ מָּ רַיְּ צְּ י אֵלֶיךָ מִׁ אִׁ י--בֹּ -לִׁ

רַיִׁם  :הֵם נַשֶה, אֶפְּ עוֹן--וּמְּ מְּ שִׁ אוּבֵן וְּ רְּ ,  כִׁ
יוּ הְּ י-יִׁ . לִׁ  



Vayechi    Genesis 48:8:7-8 

 

 

 

 

 

“Who are these”? 

 

Jacob – his sight failing needed the boys to be identified. 

 

Or  -  Who is their mother that they should be worthy of a blessing? 

 

Or  -  They came so rarely to see their grandfather that I can hardly recognize them. 

 

     Meam Loez 3b:505 

     Rashi  

And Israel beheld Joseph's sons, and 
said: 'Who are these?'  

אֵל  ח רָּ שְּׂ א יִׁ נֵי יוֹסֵף-אֶת, וַיַרְּ ֹּאמֶר; בְּ י, וַי .אֵלֶה-מִׁ  



Vayechi    Genesis 48:8:6-8 

 

 

 

 

 

And he said who are these? 

 

His sight was failing him as we see in the next sentence and perhaps thinking back 

to when he received the blessing from his father, who he tricked and deceived,  

he requested a verbal identification in addition to his own recollection. 

And Israel beheld Joseph's sons, and 
said: 'Who are these?'  

אֵל  ח רָּ שְּׂ א יִׁ נֵי יוֹסֵף-אֶת, וַיַרְּ ֹּאמֶר; בְּ י, וַי .אֵלֶה-מִׁ  



Vayechi    Genesis 48:9:11 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In this 

 

Joseph said to his father Jacob, “They are my sons whom God gave me in this.” 

 

He showed him his marriage contract through which God gave him his children.  

Joseph’s wife Asneth raised in Potiphar’s house is actually Dinah’s daughter 

(i.e., his niece) and a member of Jacob’s descendants. 

 

     Meam Loez 3b:506 

And Joseph said unto his father: 'They are my 
sons, whom God hath given me in this.' And he 
said: 'Bring them, I pray thee, unto me, and I 
will bless them.'  

ֹּאמֶר יוֹסֵף  ט יו-אֶל, וַי בִׁ נַי הֵם, אָּ ,  בָּ

זֶה-נָּתַן-אֲשֶר ים בָּ י אֱלֹהִׁ ֹּאמַר; לִׁ ,  וַי
חֶם כֵם-קָּ רְּ .נָּא אֵלַי וַאֲבָּ  



Vayechi    Genesis 48:13:3-4 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The blessings of Ephraim and Manasseh were deserved because of their success in 

maintaining their spiritual integrity in Egypt though born on foreign soil and 

raised in an alien environment.  We use their names in our Shabbat blessings to 

our children since the 2 boys were such good role models and examples. 

     Torah Gems I:346 

V13 note Joseph acknowledges Ephraim’s pre-eminence over his brother by taking 

him with his right hand showing him greater honor (ostensibly to present him to 

Jacob’s left hand but still we see he used his right hand). 

 

Ephraim was greater than Manasseh because Ephraim spent his formative years 

studying Torah with Jacob whereas Manasseh was Joseph’s assistant in 

governing the country. 

     Stone Chumash p273 

 

And Joseph took them both, Ephraim in his 
right hand toward Israel's left hand, and 
Manasseh in his left hand toward Israel's right 
hand, and brought them near unto him.  

קַח יוֹסֵף  יג נֵיהֶם-אֶת, וַיִׁ ם  -אֶת--שְּ רַיִׁ אֶפְּ

אֵל רָּ שְּׂ מֹּאל יִׁ שְּ ינוֹ מִׁ ימִׁ אֶת, בִׁ נַשֶה  -וְּ מְּ
אֵל רָּ שְּׂ ין יִׁ ימִׁ מֹּאלוֹ מִׁ שְּׂ יו, וַיַגֵש; בִׁ .אֵלָּ  



Vayechi    Genesis 48:14:16-18 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

And Israel stretched out his right hand onto the head of Ephraim who was the 

younger. 

 

He crossed his hands. 

 

Why?  Ephraim spent his time learning Torah from his grandfather Jacob. 

 

Menasseh worked with Joseph.  He was the trusted servant who placed the goblet in 

one brother’s sac and served as translator. 

 

Ephraim was smaller i.e., more humble and therefore deserved a blessing more. 

 

     Meam Loez 3b:508 

And Israel stretched out his right hand, and 
laid it upon Ephraim's head, who was the 
younger, and his left hand upon Manasseh's 
head, guiding his hands wittingly; for 
Manasseh was the first-born.  

אֵל אֶת  יד רָּ שְּׂ לַח יִׁ שְּ ינוֹ וַיָּשֶת עַל-וַיִׁ מִׁ רֹּאש  -יְּ

ם רַיִׁ יר, אֶפְּ עִׁ הוּא הַצָּ אֶת, וְּ מֹּאלוֹ-וְּ -עַל, שְּׂ

נַשֶה כֵל  :רֹּאש מְּ יו-אֶת, שִׁׂ נַשֶה, יָּדָּ י מְּ ,  כִׁ
כוֹר .הַבְּ  



Vayechi    Genesis 48:14:16-18 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

He manipulated his hands. 

 

Jacob crossed his hands to place his right hand on the head of Ephraim who was on 

his left because he was younger. 

 

Was this meant as disrespect for Manasseh?  No.  If he meant to do that he would 

have made his grandson’s switch positions.  Rather Jacob honored Manasseh by 

his being at his right side and he honored Ephraim by placing his right hand on 

his head. 

 

     Chizkuni 

     Kestenbaum 117 

And Israel stretched out his right hand, and 
laid it upon Ephraim's head, who was the 
younger, and his left hand upon Manasseh's 
head, guiding his hands wittingly; for 
Manasseh was the first-born.  

אֵל אֶת  יד רָּ שְּׂ לַח יִׁ שְּ ינוֹ וַיָּשֶת עַל-וַיִׁ מִׁ רֹּאש  -יְּ

ם רַיִׁ יר, אֶפְּ עִׁ הוּא הַצָּ אֶת, וְּ מֹּאלוֹ-וְּ -עַל, שְּׂ

נַשֶה כֵל  :רֹּאש מְּ יו-אֶת, שִׁׂ נַשֶה, יָּדָּ י מְּ ,  כִׁ
כוֹר .הַבְּ  



Vayechi    Genesis 48:15:1-3 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

But then notice in Posuk 48:16,  “May God bless the lads”.   Jacob is actually 

blessing the boys but the Torah says that he is blessing Joseph.  The blessing of 

Joseph’s children is also considered Joseph’s blessing.  When a man has good 

children no one is more blessed that he. 48:16:26-19. 

      

 

 

  

 

 

And he blessed Joseph, and said: 'The God 
before whom my fathers Abraham and Isaac 
did walk, the God who hath been my shepherd 
all my life long unto this day,  

רֶךְ אֶת  טו בָּ ֹּאמַר, יוֹסֵף-וַיְּ ים אֲשֶר   :וַי אֱלֹהִׁ הָּ

יו נָּ פָּ תַי לְּ כוּ אֲבֹּ הַלְּ תְּ ק, הִׁ חָּ צְּ יִׁ ם וְּ הָּ רָּ --אַבְּ

י תִׁ עֶה אֹּ רֹּ ים הָּ אֱלֹהִׁ י עַד, הָּ .הַיוֹם הַזֶה-מֵעוֹדִׁ  



Vayechi    Genesis 48:16:16 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

And they shall multiple like fish (dag) in the land. 

 

This is a two part blessing.  Fish grow numerously as mentioned and the evil eye 

has no power over fish so may it have no power over your offspring. 

      

     Meam Loez 3b:508 

     Rashi 

the angel who hath redeemed me from all evil, 
bless the lads; and let my name be named in 
them, and the name of my fathers Abraham 
and Isaac; and let them grow into a multitude 
in the midst of the earth.'  

כָּל  טז י מִׁ תִׁ אֵל אֹּ ךְ הַגֹּ אָּ ע-הַמַלְּ רֵךְ אֶת, רָּ בָּ -יְּ

ים רִׁ עָּ י, הַנְּ מִׁ הֶם שְּ רֵא בָּ קָּ יִׁ תַי  , וְּ שֵם אֲבֹּ וְּ

ק חָּ צְּ יִׁ ם וְּ הָּ רָּ רֹּב; אַבְּ גוּ לָּ דְּ יִׁ רֶץ, וְּ אָּ קֶרֶב הָּ .בְּ  



Vayechi    Genesis 48:18:5-7 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Not that way my father 

 

When Joseph saw that his father put his right hand on the head of the second son 

Ephraim he was concerned that Jacob did that thinking that the first born 

Manasseh was the result of Joseph sinning with Potiphar’s wife and he jumped 

to correct him. 

 

     Meam Loez 3b:510 

     Rashi 

And Joseph said unto his father: 'Not so, my 
father, for this is the first-born; put thy right 
hand upon his head.'  

ֹּאמֶר יוֹסֵף אֶל  יח יו-וַי בִׁ י-לֹּא, אָּ בִׁ י  :כֵן אָּ -כִׁ
ר כֹּ ךָ עַל, זֶה הַבְּ ינְּ מִׁ ים יְּ .רֹּאשוֹ-שִׁׂ  



Vayechi    Genesis 48:19:14-18 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

However, his younger brother will be greater than he. 

 

We may ask not only why the younger brother is mentioned first but why these boys 

and not sons of Jacob or other grandchildren are the examples used for the 

Friday night blessings of the children? 

 

One of the reasons the two brothers are chosen in the blessing we give our children 

is that even though one will be greater than the other we never sense any 

jealousy or rivalry between them.  This is such a worthy quality that it warrants 

our using their names for blessing our children. 

And his father refused, and said: 'I know it, my 
son, I know it; he also shall become a people, 
and he also shall be great; howbeit his younger 
brother shall be greater than he, and his seed 
shall become a multitude of nations.'  

יו  יט בִׁ אֵן אָּ מָּ י , וַיְּ נִׁ י בְּ תִׁ ֹּאמֶר יָּדַעְּ וַי

י תִׁ יֶה-גַם--יָּדַעְּ הְּ ם-הוּא יִׁ עָּ גַם, לְּ הוּא  -וְּ

ל דָּ גְּ ם; יִׁ אוּלָּ מֶנוּ, וְּ דַל מִׁ גְּ ן יִׁ טֹּ יו הַקָּ חִׁ ,  אָּ
עוֹ זַרְּ לֹּא, וְּ יֶה מְּ הְּ .הַגוֹיִׁם-יִׁ  



Vayechi    Genesis 48:22:12-13 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

which I took from the Amorite with my sword and bow. 

 

Our sages render that verse as, “with my prayer and my plea”.  Since the armor of 

the righteous is fulfilled commandments and good deeds accomplished.  This, 

more than weapons, are victorious over enemies. 

 

And it is this that “Balak saw that (Israel-Jacob) had done to the Amorites”. 

 

     Num 22:2 

     Meam Loez 14:149 

Moreover I have given to thee one portion 
above thy brethren, which I took out of the 
hand of the Amorite with my sword and with 
my bow.' {P}  

ךָ  כב י לְּ י נָּתַתִׁ כֶם אַחַד, וַאֲנִׁ -עַל--שְּ

י  :אַחֶיךָ רִׁ אֱמֹּ יַד הָּ י מִׁ תִׁ קַחְּ ,  אֲשֶר לָּ
י תִׁ קַשְּ י וּבְּ בִׁ חַרְּ { פ}  .בְּ  



Vayechi    Genesis 48:22:1-3 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

And I have given to you an extra portion than that of your brothers. 

 

Human nature again.  Despite their recent contrition when the other brother’s 

learned that Joseph’s son’s received an extra portion, and even more 

importantly they received blessings from the dying Jacob and their sons did not, 

they became jealous. 

 

     Meam Loez 3b:513 

Moreover I have given to thee one portion 
above thy brethren, which I took out of the 
hand of the Amorite with my sword and with 
my bow.' {P}  

ךָ  כב י לְּ י נָּתַתִׁ כֶם אַחַד, וַאֲנִׁ -עַל--שְּ

י  :אַחֶיךָ רִׁ אֱמֹּ יַד הָּ י מִׁ תִׁ קַחְּ ,  אֲשֶר לָּ
י תִׁ קַשְּ י וּבְּ בִׁ חַרְּ { פ}  .בְּ  



Vayechi    Genesis 48:28:4 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Torah is divided into 54 sidras. 

 

Within each sidra the text is further divided into parshios (paragraph – like 

passages) which are separated by a blank space. 

The spaces are in two forms “open” ‘petuchah’ where the line the previous parasha 

ends is left blank and the next starts on a new line.  Or ‘setumah’ “closed”, 

where a space of at least 9 letters is left and the new parasha begins on the same 

line. 

Such a space open or closed is designated peh or somach or three peh or three 

somach at the end of the sidra.  Only this week, between Vayigash and Vayechi, 

is there no space at all. 

     Kestenbaum 115 

Moreover I have given to thee one portion 
above thy brethren, which I took out of the 
hand of the Amorite with my sword and with 
my bow.' {P}  

ךָ  כב י לְּ י נָּתַתִׁ כֶם אַחַד, וַאֲנִׁ -עַל--שְּ

י  :אַחֶיךָ רִׁ אֱמֹּ יַד הָּ י מִׁ תִׁ קַחְּ ,  אֲשֶר לָּ
י תִׁ קַשְּ י וּבְּ בִׁ חַרְּ { פ}  .בְּ  



Vayechi    Genesis 48:28:5 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

With Jacob’s death in this Sidra, the downhill road to enslavement began. 

 

The eyes and heart of Israel were sealed with sorrow. 

 

The opportunity for escape was closed.  No opening left therefore no space left 

between Sidras. 

 

Also, Yaakov wanted to reveal to his sons the ultimate end of all the exiles of his 

descendants (See 49:1), but Heaven sealed his access to prophecy. 

 

     Kestenbaum 115 

Moreover I have given to thee one portion 
above thy brethren, which I took out of the 
hand of the Amorite with my sword and with 
my bow.' {P}  

ךָ  כב י לְּ י נָּתַתִׁ כֶם אַחַד, וַאֲנִׁ -עַל--שְּ

י  :אַחֶיךָ רִׁ אֱמֹּ יַד הָּ י מִׁ תִׁ קַחְּ ,  אֲשֶר לָּ
י תִׁ קַשְּ י וּבְּ בִׁ חַרְּ { פ}  .בְּ  



Vayechi    Genesis 49:1:3-4 

     also Ex 1:1-5 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Among all the letters in the names of the tribes, there is no ‘chet’ and no ‘tet’      

which spell ‘cheit’ “sin:”. 

 

- This suggests that Jacob did name his sons with great care and foresight. 

- This suggests that the sons were sinless and they followed the Torah even 

 though not yet commanded to do so. 

- The names of the tribes were written on the breastplate of the Kohen Gadol and 

 when the people looked at it they did not see the word sin.  We are 

 dedicated to avoid sin and to cultivate holiness. 

And Jacob called unto his sons, and said: 
'Gather yourselves together, that I may tell 
you that which shall befall you in the end 
of days.  

ב  א א יַעֲקֹּ רָּ קְּ נָּיו-אֶל, וַיִׁ ֹּאמֶר; בָּ ,  וַי

כֶם ה לָּ ידָּ אַגִׁ פוּ וְּ סְּ א  -אֵת אֲשֶר, הֵאָּ רָּ קְּ יִׁ
כֶם ים, אֶתְּ ית הַיָּמִׁ אַחֲרִׁ .בְּ  



Vayechi    Genesis 49:1:13-14 

     also Ex 1:1-5 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The end of days 

 

The letters ‘tzade’ and ‘kuf’ are also absent from the names of Jacob’s sons. 

 

Jacob wanted to reveal ‘kaitz’ “the end of days”, the time set for the advent of the 

Moshiach but God did not want that to happen and so the letters ‘tzade’ and       

‘kuf’ do not appear in their names (Meam Loez Exodus 28). 

 

The breast plate ‘choshen mishpat’ however had to have all 22 letters of the aleph -

beis and they were supplied by the addition of the names of the patriarchs.  The 

‘chet’ from yitzchak and the title ‘shivtei Yeshurun’ supplied the ‘tet’. 

  

And Jacob called unto his sons, and said: 
'Gather yourselves together, that I may tell 
you that which shall befall you in the end 
of days.  

ב  א א יַעֲקֹּ רָּ קְּ נָּיו-אֶל, וַיִׁ ֹּאמֶר; בָּ ,  וַי

כֶם ה לָּ ידָּ אַגִׁ פוּ וְּ סְּ א  -אֵת אֲשֶר, הֵאָּ רָּ קְּ יִׁ
כֶם ים, אֶתְּ ית הַיָּמִׁ אַחֲרִׁ .בְּ  



Vayechi    Genesis 49:4:5-8 

 

 

 

 

 

Because you went up on your father’s bed 

 

Why, when Jacob gives his blessings to his sons, does he not criticize their behavior 

toward Joseph?  He is critical of other actions of his sons; Reuvan for moving 

his bed from Bilha’s tent to the tent of his mother Leah, and Shimon and Lavi 

for the action they took against Shechem. 

 

Likely he was pleased with Joseph’s explanation that this was arranged for by God 

and it had a very good outcome.  You can’t criticize your sons for their behavior 

if it was preordained by God for good. 

 

     Meam Loez 3b:516 

Unstable as water, have not thou the 
excellency; because thou wentest up to 
thy father's bed; then defiledst thou it--he 
went up to my couch. {P}  

ם אַל  ד בֵי , תוֹתַר-פַחַז כַמַיִׁ כְּ שְּ יתָּ מִׁ לִׁ י עָּ כִׁ
יךָ בִׁ תָּ ; אָּ לַלְּ ז חִׁ ה, אָּ לָּ י עָּ צוּעִׁ {פ}  .יְּ  



Vayechi    Genesis 49:4:1-2 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Impetuous as water. 

 

This section deals with Jacob’s blessings to his sons.  Telling Reuben that he is 

impetuous hardly seems like a blessing. 

 

Not so.  The greatest blessing that a person can be given is to be told exactly what 

he is. 

 

But the first born should have been King and Kohen.  The trait of impetuosity, 

rather than wisdom and justice, disqualifies a person from those positions. 

     Sforno 

     Targum Yonason 

     Kestenbaum 117 

Unstable as water, have not thou the 
excellency; because thou wentest up to 
thy father's bed; then defiledst thou it--he 
went up to my couch. {P}  

ם אַל  ד בֵי , תוֹתַר-פַחַז כַמַיִׁ כְּ שְּ יתָּ מִׁ לִׁ י עָּ כִׁ
יךָ בִׁ תָּ ; אָּ לַלְּ ז חִׁ ה, אָּ לָּ י עָּ צוּעִׁ {פ}  .יְּ  



Vayechi    Genesis 49:6:13-15 

 

 

 

 

 

 

And by their whim they hamstring an ox. 

 

Jacob seems only to criticize Shimon and Levi for moving his bed but not for their 

behavior toward Joseph.  Here is the reference to Joseph,  who Moses 

compared to an ox see Deut 33:17. “With his horns to gore other nations being 

Ephraim and Manasseh”.  Here we do see Jacob critical of the behavior of the 

brother’s toward Joseph.   

 

Note, Yaakov criticizes and curses their rage but not them.  Rashi. 

 

     Kestenbaum  117 

Let my soul not come into their council; unto 
their assembly let my glory not be united; for 
in their anger they slew men, and in their self-
will they houghed oxen.  

ם אַל  ו דָּ סֹּ י-בְּ שִׁ בֹּא נַפְּ ם אַל, תָּ לָּ הָּ קְּ תֵחַד  -בִׁ

י דִׁ בֹּ יש  :כְּ גוּ אִׁ רְּ ם הָּ אַפָּ י בְּ רוּ, כִׁ קְּ נָּם עִׁ צֹּ רְּ -וּבִׁ

.שוֹר  



Vayechi    Genesis 49:6:1-4 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Let not my soul be connected with their congregation 

 

refers to the evil done by Simeon and Levi in killing the inhabitants of Shechem. 

 

And when the Torah mentions Zimri who disputes with Moses, he is designated 

(Num 25:14) as Zimri, son of Salu, a prince in the clan of Simeonites. 

 

And when the Torah mentions Korach who disputes with Moshe he is designated 

(Num 16:1) Korach son of Yitzhar, son of Kehath, son of Levi. 

 

In neither case is Jacob’s name associated with them.  Jacob is not connected with 

their behavior just as he requested. 

 

     Meam Loez 3b:519 

Let my soul not come into their council; unto 
their assembly let my glory not be united; for 
in their anger they slew men, and in their self-
will they houghed oxen.  

ם אַל  ו דָּ סֹּ י-בְּ שִׁ בֹּא נַפְּ ם אַל, תָּ לָּ הָּ קְּ תֵחַד  -בִׁ

י דִׁ בֹּ יש  :כְּ גוּ אִׁ רְּ ם הָּ אַפָּ י בְּ רוּ, כִׁ קְּ נָּם עִׁ צֹּ רְּ -וּבִׁ

.שוֹר  



Vayechi    Genesis 49:8:5-7 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you look through the blessings to Judah you see every letter of the Hebrew 

alphabet except ‘Zayin’  which means “weapon” to indicate that Judah will not 

be warlike but will defeat his enemies not with weapons but miraculously 

through God’s word. 

 

     Meam Loez 3b:523 

Judah, thee shall thy brethren praise; thy hand 
shall be on the neck of thine enemies; thy 
father's sons shall bow down before thee.  

ה  ח הוּדָּ ה יוֹדוּךָ אַחֶיךָ, יְּ ךָ--אַתָּ ,  יָּדְּ
בֶיךָ יְּ רֶף אֹּ עֹּ ךָ; בְּ תַחֲווּ לְּ שְּ יךָ, יִׁ בִׁ נֵי אָּ .בְּ  



Vayechi    Genesis 49:13:1-4 

 

 

 

 

Zebulun shall settle on seashores. 

 

Yissachar was born first and should have been mentioned before Zebulun.  Why 

was the second mentioned first? 

 

Recall Zebulun and Yissachar had a partnership where Yissachar learned Torah for 

both and Zebulon supported both materially. 

 

By mentioning Zebulun first the Torah teaches us that he who supports Torah has an 

even greater reward than the one who learns it. 

 

Zebulun made it possible for Yissachar to devote himself to Torah. 

 

     Torah Gems I:355 

     Meam Loez 3b:526 

     Meam Loez 16:67 

Zebulun shall dwell at the shore of the sea, and 
he shall be a shore for ships, and his flank shall 
be upon Zidon. {P}  

ן  יג בוּלֻׁ ן, זְּ כֹּ שְּ ים יִׁ חוֹף יַמִׁ הוּא  ; לְּ וְּ
ת יֹּ חוֹף אֳנִׁ כָּתוֹ עַל, לְּ יַרְּ ן-וְּ ידֹּ {פ}  .צִׁ  



Vayechi    Genesis 49:16:1-3 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dan will avenge his people. 

 

Refers to Dan’s most famous descendent, Samson, who was like a guerrilla warrior 

fighting a one-man battle against a massive enemy. 

 

He was the only judge to be captured by the enemies of Israel. 

 

     Rambam 

     Kestenbaum 119 

Dan shall judge his people, as one of the 
tribes of Israel.  

ן  טז ין עַמוֹ, דָּ אַחַד--יָּדִׁ אֵל, כְּ רָּ שְּׂ טֵי יִׁ בְּ .שִׁ  



Vayechi    Genesis 49:18:1-3 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For your salvation do I long, O Hashem. 

 

Jeroboam established idol worship in their territory, therefore, Jacob prayed for their 

salvation to Hashem. 

 

     Kol HaTorah 

     Kestenbaum 119 

I wait for Thy salvation, O LORD. {S} ךָ  יח תְּ ישוּעָּ הוָּה, לִׁ י יְּ יתִׁ וִּׁ {ס}  .קִׁ  



Vayechi    Genesis 49:24:12-13 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The stone of Israel 

 

See Rashi-contraction of the words ‘av’ and ‘ben’ = ‘even’.  This suggest a healthy 

relationship between father and son.  It is stable and permanent like a rock. 

 

     Rashi 

But his bow was strongly established, and his 
arms were gilded from the hands of the 
Mighty One of Jacob; from there he sustained 
the rock of Israel, 

ידֵי  . כד יו מִׁ עֵי יָּדָּ רֹּ זוּ זְּ פֹּ תוֹ וַיָּ ן קַשְּ אֵיתָּ וַתֵשֶב בְּ

אֵל רָּ שְּׂ עֶה אֶבֶן יִׁ ם רֹּ שָּ ב מִׁ יר יַעֲקֹּ :אֲבִׁ  



Vayechi    Genesis 49:27:1-3, 7-9 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Benjamin is a predatory wolf:  in the morning he devours prey.  49:27:1-3 

 

Saul was the first Jewish King.  The “morning” of the Jewish monarchy was from 

the tribe of Benjamin.  Although his reign was brief he consolidated his power 

and defeated Moab, Edom and the Philistines. 

 

In the evening he will distribute spoils.  49:27:7-9 

 

And in the “evening”, after the monarchy and Jerusalem had been destroyed, 

Mordechai, from the tribe of Benjamin, defeated Haman and saved the nation. 

 

     Rashi 

     Kestenbaum 119 

Benjamin is a wolf that raveneth; in the 
morning he devoureth the prey, and at 
even he divideth the spoil.'  

ף  כז רָּ טְּ אֵב יִׁ ין זְּ יָּמִׁ נְּ ֹּאכַל , בִׁ קֶר י בַבֹּ
עֶרֶב; עַד לָּ ל, וְּ לָּ חַלֵק שָּ .יְּ  



Vayechi    Genesis 49:27:1-3 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Benjamin will be ravenous as a wolf. 

 

Why was Benjamin granted the honor of having the Temple built in his portion and 

not one of the other brothers? 

 

- Of all the brothers only Benjamin was born in Eretz Israel. 

- Of all the brothers only Benjamin was blameless in the sale of Joseph.  The 10 

brothers because they sold him and Joseph himself is somewhat guilty since it 

was his actions, style, personality, haughtiness or other transgressions which 

caused and were the vehicle through which the others sinned. 

 

   Torah Gems I:359 

Benjamin is a wolf that raveneth; in the 
morning he devoureth the prey, and at 
even he divideth the spoil.'  

ף  כז רָּ טְּ אֵב יִׁ ין זְּ יָּמִׁ נְּ ֹּאכַל , בִׁ קֶר י בַבֹּ
עֶרֶב; עַד לָּ ל, וְּ לָּ חַלֵק שָּ .יְּ  



Vayechi    Genesis 49:33:10-13 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

He breathed his last and was gathered to his people. 

 

Sages point out that the Torah does not state that Jacob died.  If he never died, but 

went straight up to heaven was it in vain that they eulogized him and embalmed 

him? 

 

No.  A person who leaves children is considered to be still alive. 

 

     Torah Gems I:360 

And when Jacob made an end of 
charging his sons, he gathered up his 
feet into the bed, and expired, and was 
gathered unto his people.  

ת אֶת  לג צַוֹּּ ב לְּ כַל יַעֲקֹּ נָּיו-וַיְּ ף , בָּ וַיֶאֱסֹּ

יו אֶל לָּ ה-רַגְּ טָּ וַע; הַמִׁ גְּ סֶף אֶל, וַיִׁ -וַיֵאָּ
יו .עַמָּ  



Vayechi    Genesis 49:33:10-13 

 

 

 

 

He expired and was gathered to his people. 

 

Jacob had a hard life. 

 Esau wanted to kill him. 

 Eliphoz took all his possessions. 

 He worked for Laban for 20 years. 

 Esau came to greet him with hundreds of soldiers to kill him. 

 He fought with an angel and was injured. 

 His daughter was raped in Shechem. 

 His children killed every man in town. 

 His son Joseph vanished for 22 years. 

 Sending his sons to Egypt brought him great grief.  Simon was held hostage 

and he was compelled to send Benjamin. 

Now in Egypt he finally had pleasant days. 

     Meam Loez 3b:490 

And when Jacob made an end of charging his 
sons, he gathered up his feet into the bed, and 
expired, and was gathered unto his people.  

ת אֶת  לג צַוֹּּ ב לְּ כַל יַעֲקֹּ יו-וַיְּ נָּ יו  , בָּ לָּ ף רַגְּ וַיֶאֱסֹּ

ה-אֶל טָּ וַע; הַמִׁ גְּ סֶף אֶל, וַיִׁ יו-וַיֵאָּ .עַמָּ  



Vayechi    Genesis 50:3:8-9 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The days of the embalming. 

 

A Jewish persons body is not to be embalmed.  So how do we explain this reference 

to embalming of Jacob? 

 

The Zohar explains that Jacob died through a divine kiss.  This type of death does 

not lead to deterioration of the body.  The Egyptians would see an  

 un-embalmed body remaining in a fresh living state and would think he was a 

god and worship Jacob as an idol.  To prevent this Joseph had his father 

embalmed and his preserved state would be ascribed to the embalmers skill 

rather than to Jacob’s divinity. 

 

     Or HaChayim 

     Kestenbaum 121 

And forty days were fulfilled for him; for so 
are fulfilled the days of embalming. And 
the Egyptians wept for him threescore and 
ten days.  

אוּ  ג לְּ מְּ ים יוֹם-וַיִׁ עִׁ בָּ י כֵן  , לוֹ אַרְּ כִׁ

ים מֵי הַחֲנֻׁטִׁ אוּ יְּ לְּ מְּ תוֹ ; יִׁ כוּ אֹּ בְּ וַיִׁ
ם רַיִׁ צְּ ים יוֹם, מִׁ עִׁ בְּ . שִׁ  



Vayechi    Genesis 50:4:4-8 

 

 

 

 

 

 

And Joseph spoke to the household of Pharaoh. 

 

Notice he did not speak to Pharaoh directly.  He did not do what he decided to do 

but had to ask permission. 

The Egyptian exile begins with Jacob’s death in the year 2255 or 1506 bce and he 

was buried on Sept 22, 1506 bce on the first day of Succoth. 

     Meam Loez 3b:541 

     Meam Loez 3b:56 

 

Jacob lived 147 years and gave 28 years to King David.  Jacob was destined to live 

175 years like Abraham. 

Legend has it that Adam gave 70 years to King David. 

     Meam Loez 3b:541 & 543 

And when the days of weeping for him were 
past, Joseph spoke unto the house of Pharaoh, 
saying: 'If now I have found favour in your 
eyes, speak, I pray you, in the ears of Pharaoh, 
saying:  

רוּ  ד יתוֹ, וַיַעַבְּ כִׁ מֵי בְּ דַבֵר יוֹסֵף, יְּ -אֶל, וַיְּ

ר ה לֵאמֹּ עֹּ ם  :בֵית פַרְּ י חֵן-אִׁ אתִׁ צָּ , נָּא מָּ

עֵינֵיכֶם רוּ--בְּ ה  , נָּא-דַבְּ עֹּ נֵי פַרְּ זְּ אָּ בְּ
ר .לֵאמֹּ  



Vayechi    Genesis 50:6:8 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Go up and bury your father as he made you promise. 

 

Rashi:  Pharaoh said, “only because Jacob made you swear.  Otherwise, I Pharaoh, 

would not have let you go”.  The promise was made by Joseph to Pharaoh not to 

make it known that Joseph actually knew 71 languages and Pharaoh only knew 

70.  Pharaoh made him swear not to tell.  If Joseph would break his promise (to 

his father) he could easily break his promise to Pharaoh. 

So Pharaoh wanted Joseph to keep his promise to his father and therefore allowed 

him to go.  We know he was reluctant to let him go because again we have the 

phrase ‘beoznei’ “in his ears” in that sentence.  50:4:17-18 

 

     Cantor Pinchas Rabinovitch 

And Pharaoh said: 'Go up, and bury thy 
father, according as he made thee 
swear.'  

ֹּאמֶר  ו ה, וַי עֹּ ר אֶת  :פַרְּ בֹּ יךָ-עֲלֵה וּקְּ בִׁ ,  אָּ

יעֶךָ בִׁ שְּ .כַאֲשֶר הִׁ  



Vayechi    Genesis 50:8:7-13 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Only they left their little children, sheep and cattle in Goshen. 

 

Pharaoh did not trust that they would return and therefore did not permit them to 

leave with all their possessions but held some as hostages. 

 

This was the day the Egyptian exile began. 

 

     Meam Loez 3b:544 

and all the house of Joseph, and his brethren, 
and his father's house; only their little ones, 
and their flocks, and their herds, they left in 
the land of Goshen.  

ל בֵית יוֹסֵף  ח כֹּ יו, וְּ בִׁ יו וּבֵית אָּ אֶחָּ ,  רַק  :וְּ

ם רָּ קָּ ֹּאנָּם וּבְּ צ ם וְּ בוּ--טַפָּ זְּ שֶן, עָּ אֶרֶץ גֹּ .בְּ  



Vayechi    Genesis 50:26:1-2 

 

 

 

 

 

The exile and slavery was to have lasted 400 years Gen 15:13. 

 

God began to count from the birth of Isaac 190 years before Jacob descended into 

Egypt.  And until the death of Jacob’s last remaining son Levi, Jacob’s family 

had a peaceful existence in Egypt.  So the actual period of slavery, which began 

after Levi’s death, was 116 years. 

 

     Kol HaTorah 

     Rashi 

     Kestenbaum 121 

So Joseph died, being a hundred and ten years 
old. And they embalmed him, and he was put 
in a coffin in Egypt. {P} 
   

ת יוֹסֵף  כו ים-בֶן, וַיָּמָּ נִׁ ה וָּעֶשֶׂר שָּ ;  מֵאָּ
תוֹ טוּ אֹּ יִׁם, וַיַחַנְּ רָּ צְּ מִׁ רוֹן בְּ אָּ ישֶׂם בָּ { ש}  .וַיִׁ  


