Bamidbar (34)
Numbers 1:1



Bamidbar Numl:1:5

70N '2'0 N2ATNA YN X Nin' 12T X

The Lord spoke to Moses in the Sinai Desert, in the
Tent of Meeting on the first day of the second NN MY YD YUTN?7 TNXA TYIin
month, in the second year after the exodus from the INNY D'IXN YIXN DDN;{'?
land of Egypt, saying.

What is the translation of Bamidbar it is “numbers”? No, it is “in the wilderness”
because most of it’s content tells of the events that occurred to the nation during it’s
40 year travel in the wilderness.

In earlier times it was called ‘chumash hapekudim’, the “chumash of the countings”
or numbers, because it counts:

the individual tribes Ch 1-21-26

the levite families

and the bechorim Ch 3-4
Kestenbaum
Several of the events in the desert are not those of desirable conduct. The word Torah
means teaching and guiding. We are told of these episodes in order to learn from
them and how to overcome them. All of the Mitzvos are designed to teach us to

refine our character traits and to teach middos.
Twerski p267



Bamidbar Numl:1:1

The Lord spoke to Moses in the Sinai Desert, in the 70N2 '2'0 12TNA NYN 7K DiN 1T LK
Tent of Meeting on the first day of the second NIYWN NIYA YD UTN7 TNXA TYIn
month, in the second year after the exodus from the INNY DNYN YIXN DNKRY?

land of Egypt, saying.

God spoke to Moses in the Sinai Desert. In the sanctuary, in the second month of
the second year after their Exodus from Egypt.

In regards to where God spoke the Torah lists the greater locality, the Sinai
Desert and then more narrowly the specific site - The Sanctuary.

In regards to the when He spoke the Torah lists the narrower time, the month and
then the broader period-the year. Why the inconsistency?

Not at all inconsistent. This is to teach us that just as year is broader and more
Inclusive than month so is Sanctuary broader and more inclusive than the Sinai
Desert. The physical dimension may seem small but the spiritual dimension is
enormous. A small structure can contain infinity. A small book, the Tanya

can contain God. A small amount of Tzedakah can do infinite good.



Bamidbar Numl:1:5

The Lord spoke to Moses in the Sinai Desert, in the 70X2 ')'0 12TNA NYN 7Y NI AT K
Tent of Meeting on the first day of the second NIYN NIYA YD UTN7 TNXA TYIn
month, in the second year after the exodus from the INNY DNYN YIXN DNKRY?

land of Egypt, saying.

in the desert

The Torah was given to be observed at all times and under all conditions.
Eturei Torah 3.7

This is an example of the ongoing sacrifice of the Jewish people to receive the
Torah in all conditions:

Fire -Abraham into the furnace of Nimrod.

Water - Nachshon Ben Aminadav jumped into the Reed Sea.

Desert - to traverse the desert for 40 years.

Fire Water and Wilderness
Eturei Torah 3:7



Bamidbar Numl1:1:9-13

The Lord spoke to Moses in the Sinai Desert, in the ‘7nN1 ''0 12N NYN '73 nin' 12T .N

Tent of Meetlng on the first day of the second NYN NIW2 YN YTh? TN TYin
month, in the second year after the exodus from the i -

land of Egypt, saying. NXT7 DNYN YINN DDRY?

on the first day of the second month in the second year.

The exact time is given because after that moment the Torah had been given and
every moment was special and precious and offered the opportunity for every
person to perfect himself with the study of Torah and to perform another Mitzvah.

God did not specify the date of creation, the flood, Babel, Egyptian Exodus only
now, when the Jewish people come into the world, does he specify because of its
great importance.

Meam Loez 13:3



Bamdbar Numl:2:1-3

Take the sum of all the congregation of the children XYW 1A NTY 79 WND DN INW A
of Israel, by families following their fathers' houses; a o ' —
head count of every male according to the number 190N DNAX N7 DNN9YYNY

of their names. : N
:DN72727 27 72 Ninvyj

Take you the number

The word ‘rosh’ is used to teach us the importance of the Jewish people. Each one is
a head, each is important and each should feel a great responsibility for his action.

Eturei Torah 3:8

God’s purpose in counting the Jewish people was to let them know how important
they are. They started with only 70 souls.
Meam Loez 13:3
1. Going out of Egypt
2. After the Golden Calf
3. After the Tabernacle was completed.

Counting the heads i.e., listing the heads of families and their members rather than
merely counting numbers is what is advised.
Meam Loez 13:4



Bamidbar Numl:2:1

Take the sum of all the congregation of the children
of Israel, by families following their fathers' houses; a

head count of every male according to the number
of their names.

XY A NTY 79 UN NININY 2
190N3 DNAX N'A7 DNN9YUNY
:DIV73737 127 72 Niny

Take you the number

Rashi says with a %2 shekel.

Otherwise one could incur a plague Ex30:12.

Not so:
1. We are told here only to count the names of the people not the people
themselves therefore it should create no problem.

2. God commanded the count. Only an optional census would result in the plague
then you must use the Y2 shekel technique.



Bamidbar Numl1:2:8-10

Take the sum of all the congregation of the children 7KW A NTY 7D WUNY NININY A
of Israel, by families following their fathers' houses; a

: 190N3 DNAX N'27 DNN9YNY
head c.ount of every male according to the number ‘DN7A737 1T 5 Niny
of their names. R

by their families, by their fathers’ houses. According to the numbers of their names.

In order to preserve their pedigrees through their oppressive exile the Jewish people
did not mingle with others, therefore, they had pure pedigrees.

In fact they kept their own names enabling them to be counted by their families and
by their father’s house.

Wellsprings of Torah 280



Bamidbar Numl1:16:2-3

These were the ones summoned b_v the | nivN 'Y NTYD 'R7 NYX .TO
congregation, the princes of the tribes of their 0n XA TTTBTRTGTA DN
fathers; they are the heads of the thousands of . ‘ TR
Israel.

Renouned of the community

They had been chosen by the people else they would be suspect of agreeing with
Moses if he had appointed them.

Eturei Torah 3:11



Bamidbar Numl1:20:10-12

This was [the sum of] the children of Reuben, the DNTYIR 7KW 102 2R "2 1D
firstborn of Israel, their descendants according to niny 190n2 DNAN N'2Y7 DDNownY
their families, according to their fathers' houses; MY DMWY 120 10T 79 D772y
the number of individual names of every male oy XY D ngunl

from twenty years old and upward, all who were fit
to go out to the army.

by the number of the names

‘Shamos’, appears regarding each tribe.
Four times it is spelled full with a ‘vov’ and 8 times it is spelled without the ‘vov’.
The 12 months of the year correspond to the twelve tribes of Israel. The Jewish
calendar is based on the moon which takes 29 %2 days to go around the earth. We do
not assign in any given year less than four full 30 day months.

Arachin 2:2

These verses hint at that rule. Four of the 12 tribes have the word ‘shamos’ spelled
full with a ‘vov’ and eight do not.

Vechur LeZahav

Kestenbaum p301



Bamidbar Num1:20:19-21

This was [the sum of] the children of Reuben, the DNTYIR 7KW 103 24K "2 1D
firstborn of Israel, their descendants according to niny WDQYJi DNAN N'2Y7 DDNoWNnY
their families, according to their fathers' houses; Ny DMWY 120 127 Y2 Dni7aYay
the number of individual names of every male QY XYY nyun

from twenty years old and upward, all who were fit
to go out to the army.

all were able to go out to war.

To tell us that all the males over the age of 20 there was not even one who was not
physically fit to go to war.

Or HaChayim 1350



Bamidbar Numl:42:1-2

Of the tribe of Naphtali, their descendants
according to their families, according to their
fathers' houses; the number of individual names
of every male from twenty years old and upward,
all who were fit to go out to the army.

DNNYYNT7 DNT7IR '7N9) 72 .an
DIYY |21 NNY 190103 DNAX N7
INJY KX 7D n7ynl Ny

the children of Naphtali

Not ‘livnei’, to indicated that in the tribe of Naphtali females outnumbered males.
Meam Loez 13:9

Also here it does not say ‘Ulivnei’ as it does for each other tribe but only ‘benei’,
why? Since the number in the two census (Ex 30:16) and here (Num 1) are the
same, 603, 550 after counting all other tribes, one only needs to deduct that from
603, 550 to get the number of the tribe of Naphtali. This number was therefore not
arrived at by a census.

Eturel Torah 3:13



Bamidbar Num1:52:4-9

The children of Israel shall encamp, each man 1NINN 7V YR W 2 N1 )
by his own camp and each man by his division. DNNAXY 727 7V WX

In his camp and every man with his standard.

Before Jacob died he instructed his sons how to carry his coffin.
N
Dan
Asher
Naphtali
Ephraim Judah
W  Manasshah Issachor E
Benjamin Zebulin

Reuben
Shimon
Gad
S
The same assignments were made for their encampments around the Tabernacle (Rashi 2:2
and Genesis 50:13)
Kestenbaum 303



Bamidbar Num?2:7:1-2

[Then] the tribe of Zebulun, and the prince of (70 [2 2NN [HAT 027 KW M nun LT
the children of Zebulun was Eliab the son of
Helon.

Zebulin

The third tribe of Judah’s degel is introduced simply as “the tribe of Zebulin”.

The third tribe of the other degalim is introduced with the word ‘umateh’
“and the tribe of...”.

This is to emphasize the special relationship between Zebulin and Yissachar where
Yessachar studied and were supported by the successful merchants of Zebulin.
The prefix “vov” “and” is omitted to teach that both roles are equally important.

Baal HaTurim
Kestenbaum 305



Bamidbar Num 3:1:1-4

These are the descendants of Moses and 12T DI NN DX DT7M NN LN
Aaron on the day that the Lord spoke to Moses 2'1'0 MDA NYn DX NN
at Mount Sinai.

And these are the generations of Aaron and Moshe

Yet only Aaron’s sons are listed. (Sanhedrin 19b). This teaches us that whoever
teaches his neighbor’s son Torah is as though he had given birth to him.

Eruvin 54b

This linking of Moses to the sons of Aaron took place on the day God spoke to
Moshe from Mt. Sinai. That was the day Moses began to instruct them in Torah
and they come to be regarded as his progeny.

Rashi
Meam Loez 13:47



Bamidbar Num3:1:1-4

These are the descendants of Moses and 12T DI NN DX DT7M NN LN
Aaron on the day that the Lord spoke to Moses 1'1'0 MDA NYn DX Nin!
at Mount Sinai.

He who teaches a child Torah it is as though he had given birth to him. Maoshe
taught Aaron’s sons.

This is because by learning Torah the student merits to partake in the world to
come (an additional life or a prolongation of life).

Similarly the wives of Torah scholars and those who support Torah study:.

By this relationship not only must the student respect his teacher as a father but the
teacher must concern himself with the well fare of his student as though the
student was in fact his actual child. Not only must the teacher be aware as to his
students scholarship but his nutrition and life style, and his general conduct.



Bamidbar Num3:2:2-4

These are the names of the sons of Aaron: A7) [ 520 AR 12 NG NN A
Nadab the firstborn Abihu, Eleazar, and
lthamar. NNDIRETYIN NINTANI

Aaron’s sons are listed first Moshe’s sons are listed in later chapters.

Aaron’s sons were more distinguished being designated Cohanim vs Moshe’s sons
who were to be Levites and therefore Aaron’s sons are named first.

Meam Loez 13:47



Bamidbar Num3:2:1-4
Num 3:3
These are the names of the sons of Aaron: 2T | 2520 DX 2 Ning AN A

Nadab the firstborn Abihu, Eleazar, and
Ilthamar.

DRI TYIN RINKI

D'ID3D DN 2 NiNY N7X .2

These are the names of the sons of Aaron,
1027 DT X7 WK D'NYAN

the anointed kohanim, whom he
consecrated to serve as kohanim.

These are the names of the sons of Aaron 3:2. these are the names of the sons of
Aaron the priests that were anointed 3:3

Why is this phrase repeated?
To show that even when elevated to a high position Jews believe people are still
people not like in other religions where they take on a new name as though they
were a new person. The sons of Aaron where still the humans beings they were
before they became priests.

Wells Springs of Torah 284



Bamidbar Num3:4

Nadab and Abihu died before the Lord when they brought
alien fire before the Lord in the Sinai desert, and they had
no children. Eleazar and Ithamar, however, served as

NiN' 1197 NINAXI AT NYL.T
127N NiN' 1197 NNT WX D202
ATYIN D' DY ' N7 0121 100

kohanim in the presence of Aaron, their father. DX DX 19 7Y NN

the story of Nadav and Avihu is repeated five times in Scriptures (Lev 10:2, 16:1, Num 3:4, 26:61 and |
chronicles 24:2). Their offense and punishment is mentioned in each site yet it is unclear what they did.
And why they were punished.

Lev10:1 + 10:2

“each took his censor and put fire in it and laid incense on it and offered strange fire before the lord which
he had not commanded them and fire came from the Lord and consumed them”.

The fault:

1. Eruvin 63a they died because they gave a legal decision in the presence of their master Moses i.e., that
even though fire came down from Heaven it was their religious duty to bring some ordinary fire also.

2. Entered the inner precincts of the sanctuary without permission.

3. Offered a sacrifice they were not commanded to offer.

4. Brought fire from the kitchen.

5. Failed to consult each other before they acted.

6. They drank wine and did not wear all the prescribed priestly garments.

7. Did not wash their hands and feet.

8. They did not have children.

9. They were arrogant i.e. no woman was worthy to be their wife.

10. They wanted Moses and Aaron to die.
11. They looked at the Shechinah.



The Bible repeats the story to emphasize that this was their only iniquity they were
guilty of no other i.e., that they bought strange fire.

Moses wanted the inauguration to be different with no manmade fire to light the
alter but rather fire only from the miraculous fire from God.

Nadov and Avihu thought is was proper to bring the usual fire with them to honor
and respect God. They did not discuss their ideas with Moshe, Aaron or each
other. It was an act of misguided and over-enthusiastic zealotry. They behaved
with fiery fervor for holy matters.

The punishment fit their crime. Four streams of fire exited Hashem and entered
into their nostrils. Their fiery fervor was fought with fire. Fighting fire with fire.

Israel Drazin



Bamidbar Num3:9:6-8

You shall give over the Levit.es to Aaron apd his DN 119291 MDY D170 NX ARDY| .0
sons; they shall be wholly given over to him
from the children of Israel.

IXIY! 12 NXN 17 DR DYIN)

they are wholly given

| shall set aside a tithe 1/10% for you

Here ‘nesunim’ is spelled without the yud.
A Cuthean challenged Rabbi Meir,
“was your ancestor Jacob really honest?

He set only one 12 of his son’s aside to serve God
he should have set aside 1/5" of another tribe”.
Rabbi Meir told him, “Jacob actually had 14 sons. We include Ephraim and
Menasheh”. So according to your reasoning he should have set aside even more.
But he had four wives and four first born. There is no tithe on a first born. Therefore
he only has to tithe on 10 sons and Levi represents that 1/10™ obligation.

Peirush HaRokeach

Kestenbaum 307



Bamidbar Num3:12:3-5, 16-18

As for .Me | have taker] the Levites frF)m among 12 AN Y90 DN RN NIN AN !
the children of Israel in place of all firstborns 13N 0RA 905 9P 95 NRN XY
among the children of Israel who have opened T pha Y ral YNAY

the womb, and the Levites shall be Mine.

Behold I have taken the Levites..... the Levites will be mine.

Note: Levites is mentioned twice. The second would seem redundant except it
comes to teach us that the appointment of the Levites by God was to be an eternal
appointment.

Or HaChayim 1352

Just as God’s name i1s eternal so is the appointment of the Levites to their task.

Or HaChayim 1355



Bamidbar Num3:12:5

As for Me | have taken the Levites from among "2 AN 09D T ANEY AR N1 A
the children of Israel in place of all firstborns ' 3N an.ﬁos.wigj DS AT '7&'1'@
among the children of Israel who have opened ‘ T :D-'l;mvl'? ~|:n_| '7N'w'
the womb, and the Levites shall be Mine. - AR S

The Leviim became the priests instead of the first born because when Moses saw
the Golden Calf he asked “who 1s for God join me” and the entire tribe of Levi
came to him. Though the majority of Israelites did not worship the Golden Calf
they did not oppose it and they did not respond to Moses’ call.

Who does not oppose, protest and take action against injustice gives tacit
approval to the injustice and shares the guilt. To the extent we remain passive to
that extent we lose some of our spirituality as here where the Israelites are
compared to the tribe of Levi.

Twerski 276



Bamidbar Num3:39:7

The.s.um of the male Levites according to their nYn TE9 WK D90 TIPS 72 .0Y
families, from the age of one month and 7 72 DDN9WNY NNt '9 Y 0N
upward, counted by Moses and Aaron 'YX DMWY DY Ny0] WD AN

according to the word of the Lord, was twenty
two thousand.

and Aaron

has dots over the word to teach us something special.

If undotted letters outnumber dotted letters we derive a lesson from the undotted
letters.

If the dotted letters outnumber the undotted letters we derive a lesson from the
dotted letters.

When every letter is dotted, as it is here, we disregard and exclude the word in

some way.

Note also: Moses alone was told to count the Levites and all the verbs referring to
the count are in the singular. This verifies that Moshe did the counting alone and
Aaron was not even there. He was not included in the count of the Levites and
therefore the dots exclude his name.

Kestenbaum 309



Bamidbar Num3:39:17-19

The sum of the male Levites according to their nYin TP YN 09D THPD 72 .07
families, from the age of one month and 27 2 DNNDYNY iR’ '9 Yy AN
upward, counted by Moses and Aaron :9YX DWYI DAY Nun] WTh 120
according to the word of the Lord, was twenty - — - ’ -
two thousand.

Twenty-two thousand

Is this an inconsistency? It seems as though Moshe did not count all the Levites in
his tally of 22,000. Previously there were 22,300 Levites.
3:22 Gershon — 7500
3:29 Kehat - 8600
3:33 Merari 6200

22,300 not 22,000
The 300 Moshe did not count were Levites who themselves were first born and could
not be used to substitute for the first born of the other tribes. This left 273 more first
born Israelites than Levites. If you add the 300 you have too many Levites each can’t
be used to replace an Israelite and no money would come to the Levites. These last
273 were therefore redeemed for 5 shekels each.

Meam Loez 13:59



Bamidbar Num3:40:7

The Lord said to Moses: Count every firstborn 127 52 92 Ti9 nwin 7y Nt AT N
mgle aged one month and upward of the | NX KY| N9yn] U [an 75w 12y
children of Israel, and take the number of their ‘DDNhY 190N
names.

first born

The word ‘bechor’ appears eight times in these sentences.

The first two times it 1s spelled in shortened form without a ‘vov’ referring to the
first born who lost their consecrated sanctity by their sin with the Golden Calf.

9

The third time it refers to first born of the animals and is spelled full with a ‘vov’.

After that, when it refers to humans again, the word is spelled with a ‘vov’ since
once the animals have been called ‘bechor’ it would be too degrading to refer to
human beings as anything less.

Vechus LaZahav
Kestenbaum 309



Bamidbar Num3:47:1-5

you shall take five shekels per head, according

to the holy shekel, by which the shekel is
twenty gerahs. YD N2 DYY Npn YT 7R3

N72737 D'7PY NUNND NYNND RNZY1 .

and take five shekalim in exchange

For every first born (22,273) exchange a Levite 22,000 leaving 273 first born not
exchanged. Pay 5 shekalim to the Levites for each of the 273 taking them from their
Holy obligations back to their families. This initiated the custom of Pidyon Habein
followed to this day.

This 1s the amount paid to Joseph’s brothers
20 dinars - 4 dinarsto aselah - 1 selah =1 shekel. 20 dinars equals 5 shekels
Joseph was the first born of his mother Rachel.
Meam Loez 134:57-58
Also, the Levites are numbered from age 1month. The time for us today also is at
one month to redeem our first born.
Or HaChayim 1352



Bamuidbar Num3:51:45

Then Moses gave the money of those [A0X7 DYTON 0D NX NYN N1 .X]
redeemed to Aaron and his sons, in NX NIN' DY YN NNt '9 7V 11927
accordance with the word of the Lord, as the ‘nYn

Lord had commanded Moses.

Redemption money

The difference of 300 pertains to those Levites who were themselves first born.
Consequently they could not redeem any of the Israelite first born. What does
redeem mean? It involves the transfer of sanctity from one object to another
object that does not possess that quality.

Any first born Levite is already Holy as a first born. Therefore, the first born
Levites were not included in the tally. That tally reflected only those Levites who
would be replacing a first born Israelite therefore there was a surplus of first born
Israelites over Levites who could redeem others. These first born had to be
redeemed by means of the Shekel.

Meam Loez 13:59



Bamidbar Num 4:2:1-5

Make a count of the sons of Kohath from 17 12 IR0 NNR 2 YN DX XYY A2
among the children of Levi by their families,
according to their fathers' houses.

’DNAX N'27 DNNOYNY

Count (lift up) the heads of the sons of Kehet.

In Parsiat Ki Tissa Ex 30:23 God numbered the Bnei Yisrael by lifting up,
elevating them, from their sin of the Golden Calf.

The Levites were counted, 3:15, without clevating but with the word ‘pakad’.
Now why does the Torah use the word elevating, ‘naso’, in speaking about the
Levite family Kahat? Because this was an appointment to carry the Holy Ark and
Table which did in fact elevate them to higher honor.

Or HaChayim 1356



Bamidbar Num4:18:1-2

'Cut ve not off the tribe of the families of the NN9OYN VAY-NX ANMIN-7X N!
Kohathites from among the Levites;

hilrhin i) hivh

do not cut off the tribe of the families of Kothathites from among the Levites,

Moses and Aaron were commanded to establish an order for the Kothatites by
which each person would know his task and not all vie for the most prestigious
parts of the service. Such competition might injure or kill them.

Sforno

Wellsprings of Torah 286
What would they be competing for?

To honor God by being the ones to carry the Ark. They would compete and argue
with one another resulting in disrespect for the Holy objects and then be punished.
We should remember that in doing a Mitzvah we not do harm to others i.e., stay in
Shul long but disregarding those waiting at home. Awvoid strife that might result
from your desire to do a mitzvah.



Nasso (35)
Numbers 4:21



Rabbi Finer 6-4-06

In Israel the second day of Shavuos was on Sabbath and they lained Pashas Nasso.
An American would have been in Shul for Shavuos and when he returns to Chicago
he would hear Nasso again on the next Shabbos.

Rambam: Hilchos Tefilah

Is there an obligation to hear each parsha in Shul? Can a person go where there is no
minyon i.e., the Bahamas? Is the obligation on the community or on each individual?
Migillah we know is an obligation on each individual but not so Krias-HaTorah-
Ramban, Orech HaShulchan teaches that each person is obligated to read each
parshah in its own week except for Zos HaBrachah which is not read on a Sabbath. It
Is read on Simchas Torah which is not on a Sabbath. Otherwise each parsha has a
Sabbath. If you miss you have to read it next Shabbos to make it up.

Mishneh Berurai Shulchan Aruch if a person is in jail we don’t bring in a Sefer
Torah. There is no obligation on the individual only on the community. Those who
are in Shul must listen. Must not leave the Shul in order not to hear this Torah. Itis
considered a patch in Panim to Hakodosh Baruch Hu to leave.

A person sick, or in jail, or who went to Israel has no obligation to hear the reading of
the missed week.



In addition to hearing you are obligated to read 2 x and translate x 1.

Can you do it during laining. No.
Therefore, they teach that you must hear every parshah yourself.

R’ Moshe Feinstein - there is an obligation on each person to hear Torah reading on
Mon, Thurs, Shabbos, and Minchah. Miss one posuk/ So to bathroom? Must hear
at least three pesuskim to be Yotzeh. But on Sabbath every word must be heard. It
IS clear but not understood by many.

R’ Moshe Sternbach. Disagrees that there is such an obligation on the individual.
His obligation is to be part of the community if possible.

If a person comes from Israel to the U.S. and he has already heard Nasso he does not
have to do it again. If from U.S. to Israel he missed Nasso in both locations. He
must say two parsheous next Shabbos.

R’ Shlomo Auerbach. He is permitted to skip if he misses a parasha. There is no
obligation to make up the missing parsha. He goes with the Tzibur, the community:.



A community did not have a minyon and therefore missed a parshah. They are not

obligated to make up the missed parshah. Since without a minyon they are not a
community.

Rav Elyoshav

1. - no obligation to hear what you missed.

2. - buttry to hear it if possible.

3. - and he and others who would be in the same situation could learn i.e., the

next parsha during mincha of the Sabbath before. R. Moshe Solovechik of
Zurich.



Nasso Num4:22:1

0N-D2--|IYNA 12 UNI-NX ,XY) 2D

'Take the sum of the sons of Gershon also, by
.DNN9YNYT ,0NIX N7

their fathers' houses, by their families;

The passage regarding the children of Kohath begins with the word ‘Nasso’, “take
a census”, or literally “raise up or exalt”4:2 above.

The passage regarding Gershon 4:22 similarly. But not regarding Merari. Why
the difference? Kohath carried the Aron, the holiest part of the Mishkan, Gershon
was Levi’s bechor, firstborn.

Moshav Zekanim
Kestenbaum 313



Nasso Num4:22:6-7

0N-D2--|IYNA 12 UNI-NX ,XY) 2D

'Take the sum of the sons of Gershon also, by
.DNN9YNYT ,0NaX N7

their fathers' houses, by their families;

also them

The Kohatites carried the most sacred parts of the Tabernacle.

The Gershonites carried the less sacred by saying ‘gam haim’ “also them”, the
Torah makes clear that both tasks are necessary and both should be done with
equal joy.

This is an implied message to those who cannot make a grandiose contribution to
Torah institutions or learn Torah on a very high level. Every effort and
participation is important and valuable to the holy community effort.

Reb Moshe Feinstein
Stone 749



Nasso Num4:22:6-7

0N-D2--|IYNA 12 UNI-NX ,XY) 2D

'Take the sum of the sons of Gershon also, by
.DNN9YNYT ,0NaX N7

their fathers' houses, by their families;

also these

Note the Kahatites were counted first even though Gershon is the first born since
the Kahatithes had the job with the most honor. Also Moses, Aaron and Miriam
stem from Kahoth.

Meam Loez 13:75



Nasso Numb5:2:5

Command the children of Israel, that they put ,NIDAN-N AN 78I 2-NINLIX A
out of the camp every leper, and every one
that hath an issue, and whosoever is unclean W27 NNV ,751 ;21-7)1 YINY¥-72

by the dead;

Command the Israelites to expel from the camp...

This rule is written here after the appointment of the Levites to their respective
tasks. Just as the Levites may have to keep away from certain sanctified areas so
Israelites have to keep away from certain areas if they are ritually impure.

Or HaChaim 1361



Nasso Numb5:4:1-4,15-18

And the children of Israel did so, and put them ,ONIN ANTY'L 7KW N2 -1y T
out without the camp; as the LORD spoke unto -IN DN AT YR ININAT YINNR-7X
Moses, so did the children of Israel. {P} {o} .y na 1wy 2 ,NYn

and the children of Israel did so 4:1-4

So did the children of Israel 4:15-18

Seems redundant but not so. The first statement refers to those who sent out the
ritually impure and the second statement refers to those who were sent out who did
nothing to prevent themselves being sent out since they accepted the law as the
Lord spoke it to Moses.

Eturel Torah 3:25



Nasso Num5:5-10

And the LORD spoke unto Moses, saying: ANNT NYN-78 NN TN

personal property. The Torah recognizes a persons rights to his personal property.
No one may take it with out permission.

Unlawful holding of a person’s money 1s considered a sin against man and even
more so against God such that in addition to returning the money the sinner must
bring a guilt offering 5:6-7.

Even if the victim has died and left no heirs (this can happen only in the case of a
convert who left no Jewish children) the money must be repaid in such a case, to
the Kohanim 5:8.

Even if the only right a person has is to choose to whom to give his property i.e.,
such as Terumah to a Kohen or Maaser to a Levite, no one can take that right away
from him 5:9-10.

Kestenbaum 315



Nasso Num 5:6:9

Num 5:7:5
Speak unto the chlldre.n of Isr.aeI: When a man 1WY! D NUK-IR UK IKIW! 129K AT
or woman shall commit any sin th.at men AN 7Un 9UnY ,0TXD NKOD-7910
commit, to commit a trespass against the XIAA Yoln .OnuKl
LORD, and that soul be guilty; o T
then they shall confess their sin which they 'l WY UK DDXYD-NK AT T
have done; and he shall make restitution for "0 90T INYMNIL ,iUXI2 INYN-NIX
his guilt in full, and add unto it the fifth part 7 DYUN UNY ]

thereof, and give it unto him in respect of
whom he hath been guilty.

when a man or woman will commit any sin from all

The sins that men commit are a trespass against the Lord and that person is guilty*
Then they will confess their sin.

Why does the verse begin in the singular — and then switch to the plural? Because
when an individual sins the entire community is to blame and all must examine
their deeds and confess their sins. Eiturei Torah 3:26

* He is guilty from the moment he commits the crime and he has sinned.



Nasso Num5:6:6-12

Speak unto the chlldre.n of Isr.aeI: When a man WY D NYR-IR WX 9K 929K 1T
or woman shall commit any sin that men

commit, to commit a trespass against the ;NIN'2 7yn 2un7 ,0TXD NNVN-7IN
LORD, and that soul be guilty; NIDD Y9I ,NNUN|

a man or a woman if they do all the sins of man...that soul be guilty

For transgressing a negative commandment both men and women are liable. This
posuk tells us that women would be punished as would a man in respect to all the
punishment of the Torah.

Kiddushin 35a

Torah Temimah 4:13
That soul be guilty 6:17-18
To include the convert, tumtum and hemaphrodite.

Torah Temimah 4:13



Nasso Numb:7:1

then they shall confess their sin which they Q'Y LAWY YK DNRVN-NX ATINNI T
have done; and he shall make restitution for 1'7V Q' INYMNI LIYNIL INYUN-NX
his guilt in full, and add unto it the fifth part 17 DYUN WNT NI

thereof, and give it unto him in respect of
whom he hath been guilty.

and he must confess

Teaches us that there is this specific commandment to confess our wrong doings.

Meam Loez 13:83, 109



Nasso Numb:7:4-5

then they shall confess their sin which they Q'Y 1YY TUX DDRYD-NX ATIND T
have done; and he shall make restitution for
his guilt in full, and add unto it the fifth part
thereof, and give it unto him in respect of 17 DUX WKT7 M
whom he hath been guilty.

1'7V q0' InYMmnl LIYNIL INYX-NX

and they shall confess their sins that they did.

The words ‘asher asu’, “that they have done”, appear superfluous but they make
an important point. Sins do not occur in a vacuum. Someone did them. His mind
set was such that he did the sin or permitted himself to do the sin.

A person should be so busy with positive activities that he has no time to sin.

A person must not only regret his sin, resolve not to repeat it, but also do soul
searching so as to correct his lifestyle so the sin won’t recur.

Twerski: 279



Nasso Numb5:7:6-12

then they shall confess their sin which they Q'Y LAWY YK DNRVN-NX ATINNI T
have done; and he shall make restitution for ;7Y O0i inYmnl LIYNI2 inWUX-NX
his guilt in full, and add unto it the fifth part 17 DYUN WNT NI

thereof, and give it unto him in respect of
whom he hath been guilty.

Then they shall confess the sins that they did, return the principal and pay an
additional 51"

This confession is the prototype for all confessions even that before death.

Sifrei
Torah Temimah 4:13



Nasso Num5:8:1-4

But if the man have no kinsman to whom
restitution may be made for the guilt, the
restitution for guilt which is made shall be the
LORD'S, even the priest's; besides the ram of the
atonement, whereby atonement shall be made for
him.

DYXD 2'WD7 7% U7 |'R-DXI N
1290 1057 ,NIN'7 YR DYURD--1"7IN
17V ,iIa-192' N , 01990 7'

and if the man has no redeemer

Who could there be in Israel who has no kinfolk to receive money to repay a debt
or to accept the return of a stolen article?
It refers to a convert who has no heirs.

Bava Kamma 109a
Torah Temimah 4:14

He pays to the priest the debt plus 1 fifth and a guilt offering.
IBID



Nasso Num5:8:10-11

But if the man have no kinsman to whom DYKD 2'WNY YN WK 'K-DNI N
restitution may be made for the guilt, the R HDEY, ,ﬂ!ﬂ"'? Nvinn DEJ?XD"I'.'ZN
restitution for guilt which is made shall be the ' 19y 2190 WK ,0M990 7N
LORD'S, even the priest's; besides the ram of the - '
atonement, whereby atonement shall be made for

him.

to the Lord to the priests

The funds go to the priest. Why does the Torah say to the Lord? In a case where a
priest stole from a convert who died without heirs the priest might say, “if I
confess and pay this debt | have to pay it to the priest. | am a priest and therefore
would only be paying myself and therefore | can avoid the entire embarrassing
transaction”. The phrase disabuses us of that notion.

Bava Kamma 109a
Torah Temimah 4:16



Nasso Num5:10:7-11

And every man's hallowed things shall be his: ID-IR UKD T PYTR-NX WK
whatsoever any man giveth the priest, it shall {o} .nm 7,037
be his. {P}

whatever any man gives the priest it will be his.

All that “is his” 1s that which he gave away. The rest of his fortune he could lose
and therefore could not truly consider it to be his.

Eturel Torah 111:28



Nasso Num5:12:12-13

Speak unto the children of Israel, and say unto
them: If any man's wife go aside, and act
unfaithfully against him,

DX DXL, 7XIY 12-7X 12T A
un i n7ynd iINYUK NYYUN- UK U'N

adultery

violates all 10 commandments

[ am your God. Denies God’s existence since he thinks God can’t see. He respects his
own wishes and pays no attention to God.

Do not take the name of God in vain. If caught he would swear he is innocent which

would be a false oath. Honor your father and mother. The child of an adultress may

later hurt or insult his real father not knowing who he us. In the act, if surprised by the

husband, the couple are prepared to kill him.

Do not commit adultery.

Do not steal the affections of the woman from her husband.

Do not be enemies of your neighbors.

Shabbot. Commit adultery with wife of a Cohen and the child believed to be a Cohen

may perform alter duty on Sabbath which, for him, is not permissible.



Nasso Num5:12:8-11

Speak unto the children of Israel, and say unto :DAYX DINKI 7K' 12-7K 12T A

them: If any man's wife go aside, and act Lun 1 AYNT LIMYR ADWN-1 W' WK
unfaithfully against him, ’ T ' —

a man whose wife goes astray...

Why is the story of a faithless wife placed next to the rule of Maaser and
Terumah? To hint to us that if a person withholds Terumah or Maaser from the
priest he will have reason to visit them because of the problems with his wife.

Berachot 63a
Torah Temimah 4:17



Nasso Num5:13:12-14

and a man lie with her carnally, and |t' be hid W0 D9V VIT-N2DYW AR WK 20Y]
frorT\ the eyes of her husband, she .belng A2 'K TYI NRNDI KL NIN0N AWK
defl-led secretly, and there be no wltness YOI NY NN
against her, neither she be taken in the act;

and there is no witness

But if there is one witness and she was not kidnapped she is forbidden to her
husband and she does not drink the bitter waters.

If there were two witnesses to her warning not to be alone with this person and she
was not kidnapped, she is forbidden to her husband and does drink the bitter waters.



Nasso Num5:15:27-30

then shall the man bring his wife unto the priest,

and shall bring her offering for her, the tenth part of
an ephah of barley meal; he shall pour no oil upon 1N 'Y 7¥-N9 :0MVY NN No'KD
it, nor put frankincense thereon; for it is a meal- NNIZ NNIN-2--M)A7 1'7V |A'-N7I
offering of jealousy, a meal-offering of memorial, iy T2 [N2T NN NN
bringing iniquity to remembrance

,|NON-7N LIMWNX-NN Y'RD XTI
N'YY ,N"Y N127-NX KA

a meal offering of memorial reminder of sin.

Guilty of marital infidelity as had the snake with Eve.
As Eve was disloyal to her husband so was this woman,

This action drives God away from us just as it did in the garden of Eden so it is
fitting that water and earth and Heaven, God’s name, shall combine with witnesses

to punish her.

Or HaChayim 1369



Nasso Num5:18:7-10

And the priest shall set the woman before the
LORD, and let the hair of the woman's head go
loose, and put the meal-offering of memorial
in her hands, which is the meal-offering of
jealousy; and the priest shall have in his hand
the water of bitterness that causeth the curse.

NN 197 ,NYXD-NX [D50 TRyl N
N'92-7V NI ,NYNN YUNI-NX V19
T ;XID NNIZ NN |N2TD NNIN NX
.DIXAD DA A LA DD

and the priest shall uncover the head of the woman

We learn from this posuk that the married women of Israel covered their hair.

Torah Temimah 4:26



Nasso Num5:18:23-25

And the priest shall set the woman before the
LORD, and let the hair of the woman's head go
loose, and put the meal-offering of memorial
in her hands, which is the meal-offering of
jealousy; and the priest shall have in his hand
the water of bitterness that causeth the curse.

NN 197 ,NYXD-NX [D50 TRyl N
N'92-7V NI ,NYNN YUNI-NX V19
T ;XID NNIZ NN |N2TD NNIN NX
.DIXAN DA 'R LA [DOD

the bitter blighting waters

‘Hamearerim’

Heh-5, mem-40, aleph-1, resh-200, resh-200, yud-10, mem-40 = 496
Gematria is 496.

Corresponds to the total of 248 organs of the woman and 248 organs of the
adulterer.

Torah Temimah 4:26
Talmid Yerushalmi Sotah 5:1



Nasso Num5:22:12-13

and this-water that causeth the curse U0 ,NYXD DMINAD DD AN 2D
shall go into thy bowels, and make thy QYR NN 99221 ,|02 Niayy
belly to swell, and thy thigh to fall away’; AN AN
and the woman shall say: 'Amen, Amen.' —

amen
First time used anywhere - “so be it”.
Hertz p591

Whoever answers Amen to an oath it is as though he himself had pronounced the
oath.

A - El - God

M - Melech - the King

N - Neeman - of faithfulness.



Nasso Num5:23:7

And the priest shall write these curses in a ;1902--|N30 ,NIXN N7XD-NX 2NDI 2D
scroll, and he shall blot them out into the .0 M- ,NNNH

water of bitterness.

and blot them out

We see that peace is so important that we may even erase God’s name in order to
remove the doubt and make peace between a man and his wife.

Meam Loez 12:293



Nasso Num5:28:1-6

And if the woman be not defiled, but be clean; --XID NINVT ,NYXD NIXNVI N7-DX1 ND
then she shall be cleared, and shall conceive RIaighnlals| I lral
seed.

If she was not defiled and she remained pure.

Seems redundant.
Comes to tell us if she did not have intercourse she is not defiled and she will not

die. And if she did not participate in foreplay or other type of incitement she is
considered pure. Only if she is both, not defiled and pure will she become

pregnant.

Or HaChaim 1370



Nasso Num6:3:10-18

he shall abstain from wine and strong drink: he N7 DY ynnl ' yan s Yl M A
shall drink no vinegar of wine, or vinegar of D'V ,NNAY' N7 DY NYN-7)1 ;NNY!
strong drink, neither shall he drink any liquor S7ON' N7 0w 0'n?

of grapes, nor eat fresh grapes or dried.

Abstain from wine and anything grapes have been steeped in.

Samson’s mother was told that since her son would be a Nazerite she had to
abstain from wine during her pregnancy. We learn from this:

- actions by a mother during pregnancy can affect a child.

- habits of a parent will have a great effect on a child.

Twerski 284



Nasso Num6:5:16-17

All the days of his vow of Naziriteship there Sy MAU'-NY WA AT AT M9 A
shall no razc?r come uppn his head; until the N7 VTN DNt NINYD-TY CIUNA
days be fulfilled, in which he consecrateth JWNY WY V19 7T W

himself unto the LORD, he shall be holy, he
shall let the locks of the hair of his head grow
long.

Holy he shall be

The numerical value of ‘yiheyeh’ is thirty.
Yud-10, heh-5, yud-10, heh-5 = 30
Holy for thirty. The minimum Nazarite period is thirty days.

Munk 163



Nasso Nume6:5:12

All the days of his vow of Naziriteship there
shall no razor come upon his head; until the
days be fulfilled, in which he consecrateth
himself unto the LORD, he shall be holy, he
shall let the locks of the hair of his head grow
long.

-7V May'-N7 WA LNN T M- 0
,NIN'2 VTN DN NINN-TY (YN
QYN WY V19 7Ta--nm Wy

days

Here the word ‘yamin, is spelled with only one yud . The Talmud explains that this
hints at one of the laws of Nezirus. In the Gemora Nazir 5a the phrase ‘yiheyeh
kadosh’ is used to tell us that the gematria of ’yiheyeh’ is 30. But does his
obligation cease at the onset of the 30t day, or at the completion of that day i.e.,
evening?

The incomplete spelling of the word ‘yamim’, missing the yud, tells us the days need
not be full and the period of Nezirus ends at the beginning of the 30™ day.

Yerushalmi Nazir 1:3
Kestenbaum 319



Nasso Num 6:9:7-9
Num 6:12:1-5

And if any man die very suddenly beside him, NAY| ,0ORNO YN I'7V NN NIN'-DI L
and he defile his consecrated head, then he

shall shave his head in the day of his cleansing,
on the seventh day shall he shave it. 42N72' 'yavin nin

NNV DI iYNY N721--NT1 YN

And he shall consecrate unto the LORD the
days of his Naziriteship, and shall bring a he-
lamb of the first year for a guilt-offering; but
the former days shall be void, because his
consecration was defiled.

N'21,N7) 'N-NK NN )
DIYKID D'NIDLDYURY IMY-|3 W)
171 XY 2,179

Defiled his consecrated head 6:9:7-9. He has to return to God the days of his
consecration 6:12:1-5

If the Nazarite shall become impure he must shave the hair of his head and start
counting the days of his being a Nazir all over again. He loses not only the days he
was unclean but all the days before.

Or HaChayim 1371
The former days are void 6:12.




Nasso Num 6:20:16-19

And the priest shall wave them for a wave-
offering before the LORD; this is holy for the
priest, together with the breast of waving and
the thigh of heaving; and after that the
Nazirite may drink wine.

NN 9% ,N9NA 05D DNIX 9101 D
W] N9NND NTD 7V ,[027 KN WU
11,230 DAY! I0K] SARAD 7Y

afterwards the Nazirite may drink wine.

But this ceremony occurs after the period of his being a Nazarite. He has
completed the period of his vow. Why does the Torah still refer to him as a
Nazirite? Because if he was sincere the Nazirite experience should remain with
him and alter his character.

Twerski, 287



Nasso Num 6:23:7-8

'Speak unto Aaron and unto his sons, saying: 19720 N5 KT 192981 OR-IX 12T A
On this wise ye shall bless the children of —_— {0} .0nY NINK “IXAY' 12NN
Israel; ye shall say unto them: {S} o ’ T

Kohanim

If they hear that they are called upon to bless the ‘Bnei Yisroel’ they must respond for
the first time of that day but not if called on a second time in that day.

- If I don’t do something for a person. I would like for myself. I am mivatel that
Mitzvah of ‘Veahafta lereachah kamochah’. But if I don’t do something that
he might wish but I don’t it 1s no sin of mine to not do it.

- If he is asked he should do it. If he won’t do it it is a sin and he should leave the
Shul the first time of the day. But subsequent he may refuse and does not
need to leave.

- A non-Kohen may not go up and use the Birkas Kohanim.



Nasso Num 6:23:7-8

'Speak unto Aaron and unto his sons, saying: 195720 N5 KT 192981 OR-IX 12T A
On this wise ye shall bless the children of —_— {0} .0nY NinK :-'m.w', 13-TIN
Israel; ye shall say unto them: {S} o ’ T

so you shall bless

If God wanted to bless the people could he not do so himself does he need the
Kohanim to do it?

The blessings do not come from the priests they come from God and as the Kohanim
bless us God looks through the windows i.e., the lattice made by the clefts, the
spaces, between their extended fingers,
The Kohanic blessings.
First verse has 3 words - corresponds to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob
3 men called up on weekdays to the Torah.
Second verse - 5 words the blessings are an account of the 5 books of the Torah.
- 5 men are called up on holidays.
Third verse-7 words - the 7 firmaments.
7 men are called up on Shabbos.



Nasso Num 6:23:7-8

'Speak unto Aaron and unto his sons, saying: 195720 N5 KT 192981 OR-IX 12T A
On this wise ye shall bless the children of — {0} .0nY NinX 27X W 12NN
Israel; ye shall say unto them: {S} o ’ T

So you should bless

Can a non-Kohen give a ‘berachah’ with his hands raised? No, it is a violation.

Jacob gave a ‘berachah’ with one hand on each child’s head
Anyone who is not a Kohen is prohibited from lifting up his hands is prohibited
when giving a ‘berachah’.
Only the Kohen no one else may do it.
- If he does not make a berachah but raises his hand it is ok
- If he makes a berachah but does not raise his hands it is ok.
If he has no intention to usurp the prerogative of the Kohen, it is ok.
Torah Temimah
BT Kesuvos 24a line 15
If you don’t have intention you are not liable. Even if you were a Kohen it is as
though you did nothing, or you could proactively state “I am not usurping the
Kohen’s prerogative of ‘ko tevarechu’.



Nasso Num 6:23:7-8

'Speak unto Aaron and unto his sons, saying: 195720 N ,NKYT 192981 IOR-IX 12T A
On this wise ye shall bless the children of _— {0} .0nY NinK :'fmw" NA-TIR
Israel; ye shall say unto them: {S} o ’ I

But people do it. When someone won’t be seen for a long time
We say it is in the prayers.

But since we don’t do it with the spread fingers like the Kohen does it is not a violation:
- use one hand not ‘kakayim’ - like the Gra and the Torah Temimah suggests
- don’t spread your fingers
- don’t have intention to do it like a Kohen.
But it is a custom to do it with hands on the head and therefore is ok.
It is not done with spread of the fingers and it is not done with the intention to
act like a Kohen.
You need not be such a Tzaddik to use only one hand. It is standard procedure Fri night
In every Jewish house to bless each child. It is a wonderful minhag. Put both hands on
the head. Even if your father and grandfather did not do it.



Nasso Num 6:23:7-8

'Speak unto Aaron and unto his sons, saying: 195720 N5 KT 192981 OR-IX 12T A
On this wise ye shall bless the children of — {0} .0nY NinX 27X W 12NN
Israel; ye shall say unto them: {S} o ’ T

Kohanim

If they hear that they are called upon to bless the ‘Bnei Yisroel’ they must respond for

the first time of that day but not if called on a second time in that day.

- IfI don’t do something for a person. I would like for myself. I am mivatel the
Mitzvah of ‘Veahafta lereachah kamochah’. But if I don’t do something that he
might wish but I don’t it 1s no sin of mine to not do 1it.

- Ifhe is asked he should do it. If he won’t do it it is a sin and he should leave
the Shul the first time of the day. But subsequent he may refuse and does not
need to leave.

- Anon-Kohen may not go up and use the Birkas Kohanim.

2 Mitzvot - 1. to take 5 silver pieces and declare, “I pidyon myself”.

2. Give the 5 pieces to a Kohen.



But it is not really an uncertainty therefore why not duchon every day as used to
be.

Sefer - The Mitvah of Birkos Koharim is not only on the Kohen but ok on the
Yisraelim. When the Shaliach Tzibur announces Koharim they must participate.
If they leave it is a sin.

The kohanim have a chiuv to be ‘mvarech’ and the Israelites to be ‘misbarech’.

If a yisroel goes up he is not permitting himself to be blessed. To be blessed he
must be face to face with a Kohen.

So if there is no Kohen around he may go up. He is missing nothing he is not
being blessed anyway!! Therefore, there is a prohibition only if there are
Kohanim present.



Moshe Feinstein - I’'m saying Shemoneich Esrieh and the Kohanim are Duchoning
Must be stop and listen? - yes for Kiddushah
yes for Duchoning. Because he must listen to the blessing.

Rabbi Zucker



Nasso Num7:1:5

And it came to pass on the day that Moses had ,2¥NN-NX D'PRY NYn Ni? i NN
made an end of setting up the tabernacle, and -NIXILI"72-72-NINT INK WTR'1 MR NYn‘l
had anointed it and sanctified it, and all the YUT2'l ,0NYN' ;1M72-72-NXI ,NATAD
furniture thereof, and the altar and all the vessels .ONN
thereof, and had anointed them and sanctified

them;

On the day that Moses finished setting up the Tabernacle.

It does not say he erected the Tabernacle.

He erected it many times. On every one of the 7 days between its completion on
the 23" of Adar until Rosh Hodesh Nissan. He assembled the Tabernacle used it
for sacrifices and disassembled it. On the first of Nissan, the 81 day, be assembled
It and no longer took It apart.

Meam Loez 13:155



Nasso Num7:1:3

And it came to pass on the day that Moses had 2¥UND-NX 0'70Y7 NYn Ni7 DR 'R
made an end of setting up the tabernacle, and -NINI L1'72-79-NIXI INKR JT2'1 INK NYRY|
had anointed it and sanctified it, and all the YUT2'l ,0NYN' ;1M72-72-NXI ,NATAD
furniture thereof, and the altar and all the vessels .ONN
thereof, and had anointed them and sanctified

them;

On the day of Moses finishing

As used in our verse the word is a verb means finishing. But the same word is
also the plural of the noun ‘kalah’, bride. By using the word this way the Torah is
teaching us that on the day the Mishkan was complete the people of Israel were
ecstatic like brides celebrating their wedding day.

Rashi
Kestenbaum 319



Nasso Num7:3:6,9-10,14

And they brought their offering before the QY N72Y-YY NN 1197 D127-NN AN A
LORD, six covered wagons, and twelve oxen: a QY| ,D0'RWIN Y-V NT72Y--172 YWY Y
wagon for every two of the princes, and for J2¥inn 197 ,0NIX 1270 ;TRNY

each one an ox; and they presented them
before the tabernacle.

Six covered wagons 6 days of creation
6 sidre Mishnah
6 matriarchs

12 donated oxen 12 tribes
12 constellations
Every 2 princes all the tribes had a share in all the oxen and the wagons

so if one broke down or died that tribe would still have
contributed.

Meam Loez 13:156



Nasso Num7:18:4-7

On the second day Nethanel the son of Zuar, ,X'W)--qy4x-|2 7XaN) , 2170 o ,0ia ne
prince of Issachar, did offer: DYY!

The Torah mentions the name of the prince before telling us that Nataniel was one
of the princess. This demonstrates his merit over and above his being a prince.

Or HaChayim 1377



Nasso Num7:12:2

And he that presented his offering the first day NN--[IYNID DF2 MR L0
was Nahshon the son of Amminadab, of the .n‘r-ln'?num STJ'HU-LJ—h:GT}] :I-']‘ml_,

tribe of Judah;

He presented his offering

Nachson gift is mentioned 3 times 7:12, 7:13, 7:17
Nathaniel’s gift is mentioned 2 times 7:18, 7:19

This may appear to be redundant but it is not.
It is meant to signify the relative importance and spiritual level of the gifts and

those who gave the gifts.

Or HaChayim 1378



Nasso Num7:12:7-9

And he that presented his offering the first day NN--[IYNID D2 MR L
was Nahshon the son of Amminadab, of the ATINY NUNY ATIMY- (W) a7
tribe of Judah; S

Nachson son of Amminadab from the tribe of Yehudah.

The Torah omits the word prince although this title is used in connection with all
the other princes when they introduce their respective gifts. Why?

- Nachshon was on a spiritually high level. He would have been honored with
being the one to bring, the first gift even if he had not been a prince of his tribe.

- The status of the others was due only to their having been elected as princes of
their tribes.

- Nachshon did not think if himself as a prince and would not have used that title.
He felt like one of the people.

- Or HaChayim 1376



Nasso Num7:13:1

And he that presented his offering the first day

was Nahshon the son of Amminadab, of the
tribe of Judah; DTN NVNYT ,2ATIMY-3 [IYN) (DA

-N--[[YNID Di*2 27D 0

And it was

Although he was the first to give an offering the ‘vov’ in ‘vayehi’ suggesting
addition or continuing is used so he does not pridefully assume importance for
having been chosen as the first. He, Nachshon ben Aminadov, is of equal status to
the other twelve tribal leaders.

The ‘vov’ “and”, refers to some aspect prior. Perhaps to the hidden spiritual aspect
of the sacrifice which it possessed even prior to its service as a Holy object for the
Temple. Or to point out that it had a material value before it became a spiritual
object owned by the Temple.

Or HaChayim 1377



Nasso Num7:14:1-6
one golden pan of ten shekels, full of incense; 0P XM 20T MYY NNX 92 ™

One bowl made of gold filled with incense (spoon) (handful)

‘Kaf’ - stands for bent objects.
‘Kafuf’ - means a person bowed down in humility

The ‘Kafuf’ is esteemed more in God’s eyes then the gold and incense for the
sanctuary. God seeks our hearts more than he seeks sacrifices.
Munk 135

Kaf Achas - “one hand”-which comes from the hand of God.

Asarah Zahav - “holding 10 golden” — ten commandments.

Meleah Ketores - “filled with incense” -the 613 commandments alluded to in the
10 commandments.

Sadya Gaon
Rashi for Ex 24:12
Munk 136



Nasso Num7:18:1-2

On the second day Nethanel the son of Zuar, ,N'WI--VIX-12 7XID) , 270 %D L0 N
prince of Issachar, did offer: Wiy
On the second day

The reason Issachar was given the honor of the second day is because this tribe
became famous for its command of the Torah.

This is the reason that Issachar preceded Reuben who was the oldest.

The prince of Zebulen also was placed before Reuven because it is Zebulen’s
generosity that would allow the members of the tribe of Issachar to study without
worry about their livelihood.

See Deut 33:18 where Moshe even blesses Zebulen before Issachar.

Or HaChayim 1377



Nasso Num7:84-89

This was the dedication-offering of the altar, in X IS BF3 D3R N2AN NRT 19
the day when it was anointed, at the hands of O'Y 902 M .:'m‘w:}! W,
the princes of Israel: twelve silver dishes, AT A2 ATV DRT A0-IM ,MYY

.NYY D'NY

twelve silver basins, twelve golden pans;

These sentences merely add up the combined offerings given during the 12 days.
Why i1s this necessary each day’s offering 1s the same as the other days and we can
easily add them up ourselves?

The Torah teaches us that each leader was careful to bring only exactly the same
offerings as his colleagues so that no one would feel superior or inferior to the
others. God appreciated that consideration and gave them each credit for having
donated the combined offering of all 12.

Bamidbar Rabbah 14:13
Kestenbaum 325



Behaalosecha (36)
Numbers 8:1



Behaalosecha Num 8:1

And the LORD spoke unto Moses, saying: ANNT NYN-78 ,NIN' QTN

Chanukah

The School of Shammai holds that the letter ‘ches’ (8) tells us that that 8 lights are
kindled the first night and on each successive night the number is reduced by one.
The School of Hillel hold that one candle is lit on the first night a second candle is
lit on the second night etc.

The word Chanukah gives us the answer between them and it also reminds us of
the date. They camped on the twenty fifth day of Kislev.

Chet - 8

Nun - Neroth
Vov - Vhalacha
Kof - kBeth
Heh - Hillel

Meam Loez 13:225



Behaalosecha Num 8:1

And the LORD spoke unto Moses, saying: ANNT NYN-78 ,NIN' QTN

Chanukah the holiday is celebrated every year.

Sacrificial offerings are brought only when the Temple is standing.
In the last parsha there is a hint to this holiday Num 7:84.

Also in Nasso, Num 6:22-27.

God commands Aaron and the priests to make their contribution to the community
by conveying God’s blessings at Temple worship to the people.

Meam Loez 13:218



Behaalosecha Num 8:2:1-8
'Speak unto Aaron, and say unto him: When TN RN DR-7X,02T A
thou lightest the lamps, the seven lamps shall 19 HN-YX ,NMIN-NK AT7Un
give light in front of the candlestick.’

NI NYAY X, NN

Speak to Aaron to light

Why is this command to Aaron to light the menorah placed here immediately after
the recitation of the gifts of the tribes to the dedication of the Alter?

Because Aaron and the Leveim realized that they had not contributed anything to
the gifts for the Alter. God is showing here that the contribution of the Levites is
very great for they light the menorah.

Hertz 605



Behaalosecha Num 8:2:6

'Speak unto Aaron, and say unto him: When YN, DONNDL[DX-IX AT A
thou lightest the lamps, the seven lamps shall 19 1N-7X ,NNIN-NX ,AN7VUNA
give light in front of the candlestick.’ NN NYAY N'K!  NNNnn

The root word is ‘go up’ to light the flame of the Menorah.

How appropriate to have this Shabbos be the one on which we honor the memory
of our brother Dr. K. Jeffrey Kranzler Yaakov ben Eliyakum Gershon.

May his ‘Neshama’ which has the same letters in Hebrew as the word ‘Mishnah’,
have an ‘aliyah’ an “elevation”.



Behaalosecha Num 8:2:14-15

N DMK DR-7X 02T A
19 MN-7X ,NNIN-NN AN7YNA
NN NYAY 'R ,Nimn

'Speak unto Aaron, and say unto him: When
thou lightest the lamps, the seven lamps shall
give light in front of the candlestick.’

The seven lamps

Why seven?
seven days of creation.
seven heavenly bodies closest to earth.
Saturn, Jupiter, Mars, Venus, Mercury, Sun and Moon.
seven nations that Moses exterminated in Deut 7:1.

Meam Loez 13:250



Behaalosecha Num 8:2:14-15

1IN, NANLDXR-TX AT A
19 7n-7% ,MMID-NX ANY0Na
.]'1I"1;J|’J J"I.\_J;E) X! ,njl']Y;JD

'Speak unto Aaron, and say unto him: When
thou lightest the lamps, the seven lamps shall
give light in front of the candlestick.'

The seven lamps

will give light over against the Menorah.

This suggests that the middle lamp is the most praiseworthy and teaches us that
each person should adopt the middle course not extreme in his outlook or
behavior.

Torah Gems 3:41



Behaalosecha Num 8:19:8-9

And | have given the Levites--they are given to Aaron
and to his sons from among the children of Israel, to
do the service of the children of Israel in the tent of
meeting, and to make atonement for the children of
Israel, that there be no plague among the children of
Israel, through the children of Israel coming nigh
unto the sanctuary.'

Children of Israel

Mentioned 5 times in this one sentence. Why?

The verse mentions three groups
Kohanim, Aaron and his sons
Levites
Children of Israel

QX7 0'INI DY7D-NX NINY] O
-NX TAY? 728! 13 RN L1021
19271 ,TYin 70K XYW NTAY
SINY 22 DY N7 TR D27y
WJTRD-78 7Y NYaa ,93)

If the verse were to use a pronoun we could not be certain which group was being
referred to therefore it must be repeated several times.

Kestenbaum 329



Behaalosecha Num 8:25:2-3

and from the age of fifty years they shall return N2AXN 21Y' NIY D'YNRN [2and ND

from the service of the work, and shall serve _ _ _ _
CTiV ,TAy! N7 :nTavn

no more; - - -

And from the age of fifty he shall return from the corps of the service and serve no
more.

From this we learn that Chanah condemned her son, Samuel, to an early death at age
50.

She said, “he shall abide here in the sanctuary forever” (I Samuel 1:22). The Levite’s

term of service is up at age 50. The only way to satisfy both stipulations to stop at age
50 and abide forever, is to die at age 50.

Torah Temimah 4:67
Talmid Yerushalmi - Berachos 4:1



Behaalosecha Num 9:8:4-5

And Moses said unto them: 'Stay ye, that | may -NN ,NYNYXIITAY (NN ,0N7X TN N
hear what the LORD will command concerning {o} .00 nIn' N4y
you.' {P}

Wait here and | will hear what God orders in your case.

A judge should never be embarrassed to say — wait | will inquire about this matter
In order to be better informed and give a more correct answer.

Meam Loez 13:259



Behaalosecha Num 9:10:14

'Speak unto the children of Israel, saying: If any 29 WIN UIN SYANYT INAW 1a-9N AT
man of you or of your generations shall be iX ,009 N7 NT2 IX Wo19 NNU-n1A!
unclean by reason of a dead body, or be in a ' _.nlin"7. 'hog nw’m D).n-.ﬁ'-?

journey afar off, yet he shall keep the passover
unto the LORD;

Distant

Has a dot above the ‘heh’, to suggest an insight is to be learned.

The Talmud explains that in fact the person need not be far from Jerusalem and be
included in term “one who is on a distant road”. Leniency is given to a person who is
even on the opposite side of the threshold of the Temple courtyard to have the

opportunity to bring a delayed Pesach offering until the 14" of lyar. Pesachim 93b.

Kestenbaum 329



Behaalosecha Num 9:15:1-4

And on the day that the tabernacle was reared TN U0 NOD ,[2YRD-NN O'7 DI 10
up the cloud covered the tabernacle, even the

tent of the testimony; and at even there was -7V NI 2O NTYD 7DKRY pYnRn
upon the tabernacle as it were the appearance N72-TY--YUN-NKND ,PYND

of fire, until morning.

And on the day the Tabernacle was erected...

Which teaches one erects it during the day and not at night.

TB Shavuos 15b2



Behaalosecha Num 9:20:9-16

And sometimes the cloud was a few days upon U--1900 DM YD N N Y D
the tabernacle; according to the AVO' NIN' '9-9Y1 40! NN '9-%Y ;pPYAN
commandment of the LORD they remained
encamped, and according to the
commandment of the LORD they journeyed.

According to the commandment

of the Lord they dwelled in their tents
and according to the commandment
of the Lord they journeyed.

Everything was done with God’s help and command therefore we should always
mention ‘Beezrat Hashem’, with God’s help thank God etc.

Torah Gems 3:47



Behaalosecha Num 9:22:1-6

Whether it were two days, or a month, or a YD 1NN ,D'A-IN YTN-IX DMi-iN 2D
year, that the cloud tarried upon the N91 ,7W-0 T 00,70 PYUT pYURn-7Y
tabernacle, abiding thereon, the children of ' ' - o TN V0!

Israel remained encamped, and journeyed not;
but when it was taken up, they journeyed.

The word “Yamim’ “days” appears twice.

The first time it means 2 days then the verse says month then it repeats the word
‘vamim’. But it is not logical to say it again means 2 days. Rather it refersto a
much longer period in progression, days, months, years.

2 days = Yomayim
ayear = Yamim

Kestenbaum 331



Behaalosecha Num 9:22:2

Whether it were two days, or a month, or a YD XN , DMK YTN-IX DR 2D
year, that the cloud tarried upon the N1 9N 00 L1y YT PYRN-2Y
tabernacle, abiding thereon, the children of ’ ' o AVO! ’l-]'ﬁyn'm V0!
Israel remained encamped, and journeyed not; '

but when it was taken up, they journeyed.

Only in our verse is the word ‘yomayim’ spelled without a ‘vov’.

This is because our nation was occasionally told to travel at night. In that case the
word ‘yomayim’, days would include part of one day and part of the second day.
Therefore part of 2 days not a full 2 days and therefore it is written in a shortened
form without the ‘vov’.

Kestenbaum 331
Meshech Chochmah



Behaalosecha Num 10:9:9-10

And when ye go to war in your land against the IXN-7V ,0X XA NN IXAN-D| L
adversary that oppresseth you, then ye shall

sound an alarm with the trumpets; and ye shall
be remembered before the LORD your God, ,ONYYill ,0'DN7X NIN! 197,001
and ye shall be saved from your enemies.

;NIXXYNA ,DNVINI--0DDNX XN

.0D'A'NN

And if you go to war in your land... you will blow with the shoforot.

See Deut 20:10 “When you go out to war...” there is no mention of shofar. Why
the difference? When you go out to war you are prepared. You take the initiative
and clearly have adequate power. You don’t need the shofar.

But when you are defending yourself in your own land the enemy has penetrated
your defenses you need the added power that the shofar sounds will provide you.

Torah Gems 3:48



Behaalosecha Num 10:35-36

And it came to pass, when the ark set forward,
that Moses said: 'Rise up, O LORD, and let
Thine enemies be scattered; and let them that
hate Thee flee before Thee.'

NP SNYN NN, IRD Y0l 'l N
'190 ,7'XIYN 102! 'R X! LNl

And when it rested, he said: 'Return, O LORD, 197X N1 ,NIN' NAIY NN NN 1Y
unto the ten thousands of the families of {9} [ {0} .xaw
Israel.' {P}

Yoma 7 Yerushalimi On Yom Kippur the Torah is taken out and the Kohen Gadol reads from
it. The Torah is not taken from its place people go to it yet here, the Torah is taken
to the Kohen Gadol. He should go to wherever the Torah is located.

No, this is not considered on embarrassment but actually an honor for the Torah since it is
handled in order to use it. That is Kavod HaTorah. Normally we do not take the
Torah out without good honorable reasons.

Rav Yaakov Emdin - You don’t take the Sefer Torah to the people even if they are mourners.

Shulchan Aruch - You may but only if you have a special place for the Torah especially if you
have a special person or one who is sick and he has a reason why he can’t go to the
Sefer Torah.

Mishneh Berurah - A minyon who can’t go to a Shul i.e., a prison, or to an old peoples home,
you can bring them a Sefer Torah as long it is put in and taken out of an Aron before
and after laining and is read from on 3 occasions. To take it for an Aufruf is a
minhag since a bridegroom is like a King. R’ Moshe Feinstein



Behaalosecha Num 10:35-36

And it came to pass, when the ark set forward,
that Moses said: 'Rise up, O LORD, and let
Thine enemies be scattered; and let them that
hate Thee flee before Thee.'

NP SNYN NN, IRD Y0l 'l N
190 ,7'KIYN 102!, IR XD LNl

And when it rested, he said: 'Return, O LORD, '99X MDY ,NIN' DY N NNt 19
unto the ten thousands of the families of {o} [ {0} .
Israel.' {P}

This 2 verse passage in Numbers is preceded and followed in Torah scrolls by an
inverted letter ‘nun’.

God put these verses out of place in order to interrupt the flow of the narrative.
They left Mt. Sinai rapidly with alacrity instead of reluctantly 10:22.
They complained for no reason about their Situation 11:1.
They bemoaned their lot at not having meat and other delicacies as though
the manna was deficient 11:4-10.

There were these three successive sins as though Israel had become habitually evil.
To avoid such a connotation God inserted the brief 2 sentence chapter about
the journeys of the Ark.

Munk p157



Behaalosecha Num 10:35-36

And it came to pass, when the ark set forward, NN SNYR NI [IND V02 Y nY
that Moses said: 'Rise up, O LORD, and let
Thine enemies be scattered; and let them that
hate Thee flee before Thee.'

90 ,7'NYN 10211, AR XD L NIN,

And when it rested, he said: 'Return, O LORD, 'D7N NN LN DY NN NN '|'7
unto the ten thousands of the families of {o} [ {o} .
Israel.' {P}

If these two verses are a volume in themselves we would expect a blank space of 4
lines to precede and succeed them in the Torah like it is between the other books
of the Torah Bereshis, Shemos etc.

Perhaps it is not done because the blank spaces surrounding this two verse book
would be larger than the book itself which fits into only three lines.

Vechur LaZahav

Kestenbaum 333



Behaalosecha Num 10:35:36

And it came to pass, when the ark set forward,
that Moses said: 'Rise up, O LORD, and let
Thine enemies be scattered; and let them that
hate Thee flee before Thee.'

NP SNYN NN, IRD Y0l 'l nY
190 ,7'KIYN 10! IR XD NI

And when it rested, he said: 'Return, O LORD, '99X MDY ,NIN' DY N NNt 19
unto the ten thousands of the families of {o} [ {0} .
Israel.' {P}

Note the inverted ‘Nun’ to point out these verses are in the wrong place. They
should be at 2:17 to separate two troublesome episodes before they journeyed
from the mountain of Hashem

and after the people took to seeking complaints.

King Solomen describes the Torah as having 7 books.

BT Shabbos 115b-116a



Behaalosecha Num 10:35-36

And it came tg pa:ss.,, when the ark set forward, NN YR NI [IND V02 Y nY
that Moses said: 'Rise up, O LORD, and let 21290 ,'KWN 102 ,71K X9 A
Thine enemies be scattered; and let them that

hate Thee flee before Thee.'

And it came tq pa:ss.,, when the ark set forward, NNIR AW NN IND V0)2 Y Y
Thine enemies be scattered; and let them that
hate Thee flee before Thee.'

The inverted numbers allude figuratively to Israel turning their back on their
previous alliance with God which they had expressed in their pledge ‘Naaseh v
Nishmah’ “we will do and we will listen”.

Exodus 24:7
Munk p158



Behaalosecha Num 11:4:1

And the mixed multitude that was among
them fell a lusting; and the children of Israel
also wept on their part, and said: 'Would that QY2 7K ML NNNL7RIY 12 DA L1
we were given flesh to eat!

121 ;NIXA HRD L2772 WK Q090N T

And the rabble

The ‘aleph’ has no vowel and is to be ignored by the reader as if the word was
spelled ‘Vhaasafsuf’.

Related to the word “’asaf’, to gather.
“Those who gathered’ meaning the mixed multitude.
Therefore should be pronounced ‘Vhaasafsuf’ — the rabble.

This root without the ‘aleph’ could be ‘’safah’, “to perish”, and mean “those who
were soon to perish”.

Peirush Rokeach
Kestenbaum 333



Behaalosecha Num 11:11:10

And Moses said unto the LORD: '"Wherefore DYAR 0T LI AR N R
hast Thou dealt ill with Thy servant? and 21]';.'1__;3 A -ng.)g-k'; r\_m! ,'-,]-,'[m_,-?
wherefore have | not found favour in Thy sight, ."w.--n'-m e N'wn-ﬁx DIE}'?
that Thou layest the burden of all this people S !
upon me?

| have found

Should be spelled with an ‘aleph’.
In all the other 450 times the word ‘matzati’, is used, it has an aleph.
Without an aleph it could be written‘matzitzi’ “I have squeezed”.

| have not found favor — ‘lo matzati’.
| have not squeezed out a drop of favor.

Only without the aleph can we get both interpretations.

Or HaChaim
Kestenbaum 335



Behaalosecha Num 11:16:7-8,25

And the LORD said unto Moses: 'Gather unto "7-NO0N ,NYN-7X NIN' TN'L TO
Me seventy men of the elders of Israel, whom JVT N 7R 77N WK DYAY
thou knowest to be the elders of the people, DNX NNZ71;1MVYI DY IPT DN-'D
and officers over them; and bring them unto Ay DY xmng ,Tvim 7aR-Iy
the tent of meeting, that they may stand there

with thee.

Gather for me 70 men from the elders of Israel

with Moses over them = 71

BT Sanhedrin 2a

Elders means sages. Persons who are knowledgeable. This tells us there was
study and scholarship even in the desert.

Yoma 28b
Torah Temimah 4:83



Behaalosecha Num 11:22:1-2.10

If flocks and herds be slain for them, will they ‘D0 N¥D1 ,00Y7 VNY! 721 [NXD 2D
suffice them? or if all the fish of the sea be Nﬁm DY E].Q?,(.'. DN '31-7;3-11& X
gathered together for them, will they suffice ' ' {o) ..DD'?
them?' {P} ’

If the sheep and cattle are slaughtered...

If all the fish of the sea are gathered.

How do we know that fish do not need to be slaughtered like sheep and cattle?
From this posuk.

BT Chullin 27b
Torah Temimah 4:84



Behaalosecha Num 11:28:8-11

And Joshua the son of Nun, the minister of nYn Nwn -2 yyin' |V nd
Moses from his youth up, answered and said: OX72 ,NYN TX NN--1M02N
'My lord Moses, shut them in.’

It is a breach of Derech Eretz to render a decision in the presence of your master.

BT Sanhedrin 17a
Torah Temimah

And BT Erevin teaches us if a person does that he will die without a child.

BT Eruvin 63b
Torah Temimah

Confine (shut them in) means “make them busy with community service”.



Behaalosecha Num 12:1:1-4

And Miriam and Aaron spoke against Moses
because of the Cushite woman whom he had
married; for he had married a Cushite woman. NP7 N NYKR-D (N7Y7 YUK N'YIND

NYXN NITR-7Y ,NYN2 [A0XI DN N2TRIE X

And they spoke against Moses

This chapter follows the chapter where the Israelites complained and craved for
meat. Aaron & Mirian saw them punished for saying the wrong things and though
warned by this experience they spoke against Moses about the matter that he
neglected his wife.

Cushite, dark skinned meaning — beautiful.

The word has the same numerical value as ‘yefas mareh’, good to look at beautiful
appearance. Rashi spells the word with a vov and the Gematria works out.

Kuf -20 vov-6 shin-300 yud-10 taf-400 = 736

Yud-10 peh-80 taf-400 mem-40 resh-200 aleph-1 heh-5 = 736

Meam Loez 13:312



Behaalosecha Num 12:1:8,13

And Miriam and Aar_on spoke against Moses AWND NITR-2Y ,NWN2 DN DN N2TAL X
becagse of the Cushite wpman whqm he had N7 MWD NWR- 1N77 WK T
married; for he had married a Cushite woman.

Why is it mentioned twice that she was a Cushite in the same posuk?

We have shown that Cushite means beautiful.
She was beautiful to look at and her deeds were also beautiful.

That is why Miriam repeats the term. In other words she is a woman who is so
beautiful in her appearance and in her ways Moses is not justified in separating
himself from her.

Meam Loez 13:312
Rashi
Sifrei



Behaalosecha Num 12:1:7-10

And Miriam and Aaron spoke against Moses NYXD NITR-7V ,NYNA DX DN 2TRENR
because of the Cushite woman whom he had
married; for he had married a Cushite woman.

Ni77 MWD NYR-D NPT YK NN

The woman that he took (married) was a kushite (dark skinned).

The text suggests that when Moses escaped from Cush he married a Cushite girl,
Tzipporah, whose father a Cushite pagan priest, became a priest of Midian.

And the fact that Moses’ sons did not succeed him but that Joshua did, might
reflect that they were not worthy since their mother, although converted, was the
daughter of a former pagan priest.

Meam Loez 13:315



Behaalosecha Num 12:1-2-3:1

And Miriam and Aaron spoke against Moses
because of the Cushite woman whom he had
married; for he had married a Cushite woman. NP7 N NYKR-D (N7Y7 YUK N'YIND

NYWND NITR-7Y ,NYnNa DX DN ATAL X

Lashon Hara

We learn much about Lashon Hara from Miriam’s example.

You may not speak against a person.

Even one whom you helped previously - Miriam saved Moshe’s life.
Even if the Lashon Hara is not publicized.

Even if only said to one person the person himself.
Even if the person whom you use Lashon Hara upon is a relative.

e



Behaalosecha Num 12:2:2-6

And they said: 'Hath the LORD indeed spoken ,NID--NIN' 12T NYNA-X 710 NN
only with Moses? hath He not spoken also NN YN AT 12-D2
with us?' And the LORD heard it.--

Did God only speak with Moshe

The word ‘ach’, whenever it appears means to exclude or to be restrictive. Here it
suggests that Moshe restricted his normal family relations with his beautiful and
blameless wife.

Perhaps Moshe felt himself on such a holy level that it was an act of piety to avoid
marital relations. Miriam and Aaron criticized him saying, “The patriarchs and we
ourselves are prophets. Is Moses so holier than thou that he pretends to be more
pious than the patriarchs?”

Or HaChayim 1430



Behaalosecha Num 12:2:11-12

And they said: 'Hath the LORD indeed spoken N7D--NIN' 12T NYNA-X 70 NN A
only with Moses? hath He not spoken also ANIN',YNYil ;12T 112-D2
with us?' And the LORD heard it.--

And God heard

Why do we have to be told this? God hears everything all the time!
To tell us He heard directly from Miriam no one else was nearby. It was not a

complaint by Moshe. Moshe did not complain to God about being slighted by his
sister.

Or HaChaim 1430



Behaalosecha Num 12:3:3

Now the man Moses was very humble, above ,DTND ,7ON--TRN 1Y ,NYn U'Rnl A
all the men that were upon the face of the {0} .nnTXD "19-7V WYX
earth.-- {S}

And the man Moshe was very humble.

Why does the Torah choose this spot to tell us about Moshe’s humility?
Because he is under extreme provocation and did not complain to God.

Or HaChayim 1430



Behaalosecha Num 12:3:3

Now the man Moses was very meek, above all ,DTND ,'79N--TRN DV ,N¥N YRl A

the men that were upon the face of the earth.- - ,
{o} .nnTRN 197 WK

_ {S} 3 . 7 )

Humble

But without the yud.

‘Anav’, appears 20 X in the Tanach but only here in the singular.
Moshe left out the yud to show that his humility was incomplete.
He used the yud later to add to Joshua’s name Yehoshuah

Anav - hints to Moses’ activities

Vov - onthe mountain in clouds Ex 24:16 6 days

Ayin, Nun - on the mountain 70 + 50 =120 40 x 3

Baal HaTurim
Kestenbaum 337



Behaalosecha Num 12:3:3

Now the man Moses was very meek, above all ,DTND ,'79N--TRN DV ,N¥N YRl A
the men that were upon the face of the earth.- IR

-{S}

{o} .nnTXD 19-7 UK

Moses omitted the yud when he wrote the verse describing himself as the most
humble person who ever lived. This was done to imply that he was not completely
modest in his own eyes. By not writing the yud he had some left over ink.

This ink attested to his greatness and caused his visage to radiate.

A genuinely good person tends to possess the virtue of modesty.

A person who has regard for others will reject any grandiose image of himself.

Because Moses was of such extreme humility he was chosen to transmit the Torah.

Munk



Behaalosecha Num 12:3:1-4

Now the man Moses was very meek, above all ,DTXD ,75N--TRN IV ,NYn YU'RDI 2
the men that were upon the face of the earth.-

-{S}

{o} .nnTXD 19-7 UK

Moses was very humble

There is irony and sarcasm in the spelling of the wordwithout the yud. This is to
remind us of a moment when Moshe was not sufficiently humble.

At the episode of drawing water from the rocks Moshe said, “shall we produce
‘notzi’, water for you?” Instead of, “shall He The Almighty, ‘yotzi’, produce
water for you”. He diminished God’s honor by not being clear that it was not he,
Moses, who was to bring out the water but that God would do so. Just as Moses
deleted the yud there, God deleted here, when speaking of Moses’ humility.

Meam Loez 13:314



Behaalosecha Num 12:3:4

Now the man Moses was very meek, above all ,DTND ,7ON--TRN 1Y ,NYn U'Rnl A
the men that were upon the face of the earth.- {o}-nnTXN 119-7V KN
- {S}

Very

This word seems superfluous since the verse goes on to say, “more so than any man
on the face of the earth”. It is to let us know that amongst the humble men of our
heritage Moses was the most humble.

Abraham had said, “I am mere dust and ashes” Gen 18:27.

David had said, “Lo I am a worm not a man” Psalms 22:7.

Dust ashes and a worm are after all something.

Moshe Rabeinu said “after all what are we? Ex 16:7.

He was like nothing in his eyes.

Therefore, the word ‘meod’, (mem, aleph, daled), is not superfluous. It comes to
teach us the correct order of these humble men in their degree of humility.

Mem — Moshe, aleph- Avraham, daled — David.

Meam Loez 13:314



Behaalosecha Num 12:4:3

And the LORD spoke suddenly unto Moses, S9N DR-7X1 NYN-78 ,0RN9 NN NN T
and unto Aaron, and unto Miriam: 'Come out JARYY TYIN 20R-78 ,DDNY7Y IRY , 0N
ye three unto the tent of meeting.' And they DN

three came out.

Why did God speak suddenly?

and why did he speak to Moshe if he wished to rebuke Aaron and Miriam?
To take Aaron and Miriam by surprise. They did not expect to talk to God and
they were not ready. They were not pure. God told them, “to all other prophets I
speak in a vision or a dream with Moshe I speak to him mouth to mouth”.

Rashi
“He must always be ready to speak with me. I am the one who instructed Moshe
not to live with his wife”, recall Deut 5:27-28. “Say to the children of Israel return
to your tents. But as for you Moshe stand here with me”.

Or HaChayim 1431
Rashi 140



Behaalosecha Num 12:6:2-4

And He said: 'Hear now My words: if there be a ,NINI-0X T N-UNY NN
prophet among you, | the LORD do make NTINN N XA DIN--0)X')
Myself known unto him in a vision, | do speak 2-127TX Di7N2

with him in a dream.

Listen please to my words

Is it not a forgone conclusion that people addressed by God would listen carefully?

Does the master have to implore the servant by using the word ‘nah’, please, listen
to what He says?

What else would they listen to if not His words. s this not superfluous?
Or HaChayim 1432
Perhaps in preparation for the rebuke and punishment now to come

“Now you listen here!!”



Behaalosecha Num 12:9:1-4

And the anger of the LORD was kindled against 221,02 NN QR-INY 0
them; and He departed.

The anger of the Lord burned against them

This teaches us that Aaron also became leprous.

BT Sabbath 97a
Torah Temimah



Behaalosecha Num 12:13:6-10

And Moses cried unto the LORD, saying: 'Heal N9 N} ,7X N7 NIN-7X ,NYN Py A
her now, O God, | beseech Thee.' {P} {o} ."7 N

Even if someone acts against you, you are obligated to do all you can to assist that
person.

Ralbag
Plisken
Love Your Neighbor



Behaalosecha Num 12:13:5

N9 N) ,7N N7 DIN'-7N NN puytl al

And Moses cried unto the LORD, saying: 'Heal
{o} .7 N2

her now, O God, | beseech Thee.' {P}

And Moses called out to God saying

‘Leimor’, “saying”, Moses called out saying he was not offended. It was Aaron’s
words which made Moses feel that he had to indicate that he had no hard feelings.

Or HaChayim 1440



Behaalosecha Num 12:14:5,9

And the LORD said unto Moses: 'If her father 70 70 DN, NYN-TX DN N T
had but spit in her face, should she not hide in 7207 ;0! NYAY ,0%79N N7D)--0"192
shame seven days? let her be shut up without ONTI ,ONNI,NINAT? YINN ,0')! NYQY

the camp seven days, and after that she shall
be brought in again.'

If her father had spat in her face would she not be humiliated for

If so...than = an a fortieri argument a ‘kal vachomer’, a hermeneutical term.

Torah Temimah



Behaalosecha Num 12:14:18-19

And the LORD said unto Moses: 'If her father 70 70 DN, NYN-TX DN N T
had but spit in her face, should she not hide in N207 ;0! NYAY ,0%79N N7D)--0"192
shame seven days? let her be shut up without ONTI ,ONNI,NINAT? YINN ,0')! NYQY

the camp seven days, and after that she shall
be brought in again.'

She must remain quarantined for 7 days.

After Moses’ prayer how long did Miriam continue to have Tsoraat? She was
Immediately cured but had to stay quarantined for 7 days after the Kohen certified
her clean.

Here, her brother Aaron a kohen, could not be the one to inspect her.

Or HaChayim 1441



Behaalosecha Num 12:15:7-9

And Miriam was shut up wit-hout the camp | ‘D! MWW ,N)0NY YINA DA 12071 10
seven days; and the people journeyed not till DN QOXN-TY ,¥0) N7 DYA
Miriam was brought in again. I - —

And the people had not travelled

The Torah makes the people the principals in this decision. This is why the Torah
did not write ‘v’lo nassah ha’am’. The people indicated their willingness to delay
their departure on account of Miriam’s many merits.

Or HaChayim 1441



Shelach (37)
Numbers 13:1



Shelach Numl13:1:1

And the LORD spoke unto Moses, saying: ANNT NYN-78 NN QTN

‘Daber’, purpose- intention — instruction — an order.

‘Amar’ the act of speech.



Shelach Num13:1:1,5

And the LORD spoke unto Moses, saying: ANNT NYN-78 NN QTN

And God spoke to Moshe saying

Is ‘vyedaber’ or ‘laimor’ superfluous?

No, ‘vyedaber; comes to tell us that before saying Torah thoughts or serving as a
Baal Koreh God reviewed the material before actually conveying it ‘laymor’.

So we should do likewise. If we are to give a speech or read the Torah we are
obligated to practice and review beforehand (The Levush).



Shelach Numl3:2:2

'Send thou men, that they may spy out the V2D YIR-NX MDY DN 37-N7Y 2
land of Canaan, which | give unto the children UIR TOX WK 9K 127 D3 IN-UK

of Israel; of every tribe of thelr fathers shall ye 0D XYY ,75--INYYUD LIMAN NYNY TN
send a man, every one a prince among them.'

Send forth men for you (if you please) and let them spy out the land of Canaan.

‘Lechah’, for you, if you please, I am not instructing you to do so. 38 years later
we gain some insight Deut 1:22 Moses recalls, “all of you approached me....”

Rashi says, “all of you”, means as a mob, the young pushing aside the elders —
disrespectfully. Moshe says Deut:1:23 “The idea appealed to me” Moshe mistook
their pushing and shoving for enthusiasm for entering the land.

This misinterpretation caused Moshe to be complicit in this catastrophe.
Abarbanel says this complicity in sending the spies was the real reason Moshe was
not allowed to enter the land. Disrespect is a mortal sin. Without respect there is
no Torah. The night after the spies report was the 9t of AV, Tisha B’AV the date
on which both Temples were destroyed.

Twerski p306



Shelach Numl3:2:2

'Send thou men, that they may spy out the V29 YIN-IN T DK 37N 2
land of Canaan, which | give unto the children e _mN w'x 'm'w- o |m_-m_-wm
of Israel; of every tribe of their fathers shallye  po4 nigy 95-n%ein Ak nuny TN
send a man, every one a prince among them.’ o T PR

Lechah is a superfluous word therefore it has special meaning. It means if you
need that information for your peace of mind do so. | will protect you but the
people are not comfortable relying only on me therefore send for your needs.
Sending them will be your decision.

Meam Loez 13:335

The whole idea of sending scouts angered God. It is like looking a gift horse in
the mouth. They should have trusted God and accepted his word about the land.

Meam Loez 13:336



Shelach Numl13:2:2

'Send thou men, that they may spy out the land of IR VIR YR N ’D'wall?'nlw 2
Canaan, which | give unto the children of Israel; of nuNY TOX U'K X W'R.:L’X“’!_'Ji’ [T
every tribe of their fathers shall ye send a man, every DY KWWY ,72--IN7YN ,IMAK

one a prince among them.'

Chronology
20 lyar - the cloud set out from Horeb
22 lyar - camped at Kivroth HaTaavah made demand for meat,, ate for 1 month
22 Sivan- left for Chatzeroth
- episode with Miriam — 7 days delay
- episode of Korach
29 Sivan- spies sent out from Paran desert
Tammuz
9AV  Spies returned 40 days after being sent out - Tisha Bav
» The story of Korach occurred before the spies
l.e., 1. Miriam
2. Korach
3. Spies
However, the Torah tells the story in this different order: a. Miriam b. Spies
c. Korach to stress that the spies did not learn from Miriam’s sin the evil power of
unwise words. Watch what you say very carefully.
Meam Loez 13:3347



Shelach Numl3:2:1

'Send thou men, that they may spy out the V12 YIX-NX DY ,D'WIX A7-N7Y 2
land of Canaan, which | give unto the children W' TON W' 7Y 027, D) RN
of Israel; of every tribe of their fathers shallye ~ -DD3 R'¥) ,75--IN7YN ,I'MIX NYNT7 TN
send a man, every one a prince among them.'

Send

For your purposes not mine. This is superfluous.

Men (in contrast to my reassurances to you)

to explore

the land of Canaan

that I God give to you (I gave it to you. If you now look it over it is as if you don’t
trust my gift).

“The children™, (not this generation) of Israelites. This generation will be

punished.



Shelach Numl13:2:13-16

'Send thou men, that they may spy out the V12 YIX-NX NN ,D'WIN A7-N7Y 2
land of Canaan, which | give unto the children WK TR UK 17K 1027, RN
of Israel; of every tribe of their fathers shallye ~ -DR3 K'W3,72--IN7¢N ,'DAX Nvny7 TOX
send a man, every one a prince among them."'

Individuals
Individuals very individual people who have their own thoughts and ideas
Each patriarchal tribe sent a representative since they did not trust each other.

Each was a prince. These were leaders known, characteristically not to cooperate
with others.



Shelach Numl13:2:1-3

'Send thou men, that they may spy out the V12 YIN-NX NN ,D'IX 37-N7Y 2
land of Canaan, which | give unto the children W' TR UK 7YY 027, IRWK
of Israel; of every tribe of their fathers shall ye ~ -D3 X'¥) ,19--IN7YN ,I'"MAX NVN7 TNK
send a man, every one a prince among them.'

Send out men for yourself to spy out (inspect, explore) the land of Canaan that |
give to the children of Israel.

I give you a gift of the land. If you need to inspect it and don’t rely on me to give
you a proper gift, do so, but instead of my giving this land to Israel I will give it to
their children, the Bnei Israel, and not this generation.

Meam Loez 13:336



Shelach Numl13:2:1-3

'Send thou men, that they may spy out the V12 YIN-NX NN ,D'WIX A7-N7Y 2
land of Canaan, which | give unto the children W' TR UK 7Y N7, |D] XK
of Israel; of every tribe of their fathers shallye -0 X'W) ,75--INYYR ,I'NIX NYNT TNX
send a man, every one a prince among them."'

Send you men

You send - Choose whom you wish to send.

Men - individuals with their own personal agendas.
Torah Gems 3:60

Men of substance.

Men of piety.

Men of high rank.

Important persons of high rank.

But they became corrupted.
Meam Loez 13:336



Shelach Numl13:2:12-18

'Send thou men, that they may spy out the V12 YIN-NX NN DX A7-N7Y 2
land of Canaan, which | give unto the children WK TOX WK 17X 1027, |0 RN
of Israel; of every tribe of their fathers shall ye ~ -D3 X'¥) ,19--IN7YN ,I'"MAX NVN7 TNK
send a man, every one a prince among them.'

Of every tribe of their fathers

You will send an individual man.

No tribe trusted any other. Each group chose its own person. There was no unity
among them.

Torah Gems 3:60



Shelach Numl13:3:9-14

And Moses s.ent them from the wilderness of 19-9Y ,[IXD 12TAN NYN DNX N7 A
Paran according to the commandment of the AR 7KW1 WK DK DY) Al
LORD; all of them men who were heads of the
children of Israel.

All those men heads of the children of Israel.

Rashi says - at that hour they were still worthy.

The Israelites were punished by being forced to wander in the desert for 40 years
one year for each day that the spies had been on their mission.

The Israelites were actually in the desert forty years minus four days. From the15t
of Nissan the day they left Egypt until the 10" of Nissan (Josh 4:19) forty years
later. The actual trip, had they not sinned, would have taken 11 days so we see that
the actual punishment was 15 days less than 40 years. Each hour of a 24 hr day is
equal to %2 a month if 1 day equals 1 year. Thus, if the spies were worthy for that
hour that decreased the punishment of the Israelites by % a month, fifteen days,
which fits exactly with the calculation of 1 year for 1 day.

Torah Gems 3:64



Shelach Num13:3:1-3,90-11

And Moses s.ent them from the wilderness of 19-9Y ,[IXD 12TAN NYN DNX N7 A
Paran according to the commandment of the AR 7KW1 WK OWUIR 09 A
LORD; all of them men who were heads of the
children of Israel.

Moses sent them...

All the men were leaders of the Israelites.

Moses sent them. Gave them a mission. But the Torah tells us but they were each
a leader and leaders do not follow but have their own agenda. You need one
leader and many who cooperate with him to have a successful mission.

The Torah here is giving us good advice regard planning future missions and tasks
that need cooperation.

Meam Loez 13:340



Shelach Numl13:4-15

And these were their names: of the tribe of . DT-|2 VIAY |21 NVNYT :DNINY NN T
Reuben, Shammua the son of Zaccur.

The tribal order used here is different from every other arrangement in the Torah.

- Order of tribal leaders 1:5-15

- Tribal encampments 3:1-31

- Inauguration offerings 7:12-83

- Appointments to assist Joshua and Elazar in dividing the land 34:16-29

- This order does not follow the birth order of Jacob’s sons.

- It does not group then according to their mothers but lists them in the order of
their personal stature, Caleb 3", Joshua 5.

Despite their greatness their emotions overwhelmed the spies and they returned
with a slanderous report.

Ramban
Kestenbaum 339



Shelach Numl13:4-16

And these were their names: of the tribe of . DT-|2 VIAY |21 NVNYT :DNINY NN T
Reuben, Shammua the son of Zaccur.

List of leaders. Sent to search out the land.

- Some are abbreviated.

- Not listed in usual order of tribes.

- Caleb ben Yefuneh - was a Ger —an Edomite,

his name means dog, as in an obedient servant. He went to Hebron the birth place
of King David.



Shelach Numl13:8:4

Of the tribe of Ephraim, Hoshea the son of [11-]2 Y¥in ,0M9N NvRY N
Nun. —

Jushua bin Nun

Not ben.

The ‘bin’ suggests wisdom, — understanding from the word ‘binah’ “wisdom”.

Rashi
Joshua, Moses’ greatest student, is called ‘bin’ from binah’, = an understanding
person.

Ramban

Kestenbaum 339



Shelach Numl13:16:15

These are the names of the men that Moses TIN7 NYN N7Y-UX ,D'WWIRD NINY DX TO
sent to spy out the land. And Moses called VYN -2 YYIinG nYn XKl YIRD-NX
Hoshea the son of Nun_Joshua.

And God called Hoshea son of Nun Yehoshua

God took the letter ‘yud’ from the end of a woman’s name ‘Sarai’, and put it in the
front of a man’s name.

Four persons who had their name changed in the Torah. (Gen 17:15)

added a
Saral to Sarah heh
Abram to Avraham heh
Yeser to Yitrio yud
Hoshea to Yehoshua yud Rearranged, these letters spell God’s name.

Meam Loez 13:341



Shelach Numl13:16:15

These are the names of the men that Moses TIN7 NYN N7Y-UX ,D'WWIRD NINY DX TO
sent to spy out the land. And Moses called VYN [1-]2 YYIing ngin XKl YIRD-NX
Hoshea the son of Nun_Joshua.

And Moses called Hoshea bin Nun Yehoshuah.

Which means “God shall save” and Moses prayed that God save him from the evil
iInfluence of the spies.

Caleb. While Moses prayed for Joshua, Caleb prayed for himself. He went to the
tribes of the patriarchs in Hebron (Rashi) and prayed that he not be swayed by the
other spies. Why did these men, firm in their faith, need protective prayers?

This teaches us that even the greatest Tzaddik should not be over confident when
he is in a sinful environment. Peer pressure is very powerful and can influence
even a good person a person who knows better than to sin.

Twerski 309



Shelach Numl13:16:10-15

These are the names of the men that Moses TIN7 NYN N7Y-UX ,D'WWIRD NINY DX TO
sent to spy out the land. And Moses called VYN -2 YYIinG nYn XKl YIRD-NX
Hoshea the son of Nun Joshua.

Why did Moshe single out Joshua?

He knew how humble Joshua was and his humility made him susceptible to the
persuasion of his fellow spies.

A blessing was needed since if Joshua sinned it would reflect adversely upon
Moshe suggesting that Joshua must have absorbed such a lack of faith from his
teacher Moshe.

Joshua would speak up to discourage the other spies from sinning and this would
endanger him, therefore he needed Moshe’s blessing.

Chofletz Chaim
Stone 800



Shelach Numl13:16:15

These are the names of the men that Moses TIN7 NYN N7Y-UX ,D'WWIRD NINY DX TO
sent to spy out the land. And Moses called VYN [1-]2 YYIing ngin XKl YIRD-NX
Hoshea the son of Nun Joshua.

Moshe added the ‘yud’ to Hoshea’s name because he saw, via prophesy, that he
would inherit 10 portions in the land of Israel. The portions of the 10 scouts who
had criticized the land.

His name now means “God helping”.

A Midrash reports that when the ‘yud’ was removed from the name of ‘Sarai’ to
make her name ‘Sarah’, it complained. However, God reassured the ‘yud’ and
said don’t be unhappy I am taking you from the end of a name and I will later put
you at the beginning of another great person’s name, Yehoshua.

Meam Loez 13:341



Shelach Numl13:17:11

And Moses sent them to spy out the land of ;|VID YIX-NIX YINT ,NYn DDX N7 T
Canaan, and said unto them: 'Get you up here -NX ,0N'"7Y1,2222 N7 17V ,DN7X NN
into the South, and go up into the mountains; ahh

Take this up to the Negev

Go up to the Negev.
The word ‘zeh’ is superfluous.
It comes to tell us that Moshe gave them his staff to protect them.

The word ‘zeh’ is reference to the staff, as in Exodus 4:1, “Take this, ‘zeh’, staff
in your hand”.

Meam Loez 13:342



Shelach Num13:18-20

and see the land, what it is; and the people that ,QV-NX] S XID-NA L YIXD-NX D' N
dwelleth therein, whether they are strong or weak, VYN ,N9IN NN PTNN--D'7Y YD
whether they are few or many; 21-0OX IR
and what the land is that they dwell in, whether it is --N2 QY NIN-IYK L YIRD NRd 0!
good or bad; and what cities they are that they dwell SN ,DMYD NNl NYY-0OR LRI N2600

in, whether in camps, or in strongholds; .0"¥2NA OX ,0'INNAN--NIND AYI' RIN

and what the land is, whether it is fat or lean,

whether there is wood therein, or not. And be ye of -U!iD ,NTY-0X RID NN YIXD Nt D
good courage, and bring of the fruit of the land.'-- DRNR'H ,DRFTNNNI,|'K-DX YV N2
Now the time was the time of the first-ripe grapes.-- .0Y M2 ,"M'--0'"N1A1 ;YIND "N9N

What kind of land - does the land support large populations.

People strong or weak - does the land give sustenance to keep the people strong and healthy

Few or many - is it rich enough to feed a large population.

Inhabited areas good or bad - were the cities attractive? If so it means a contented population one that
would not rebel against its rulers and help the Israelite invaders overthrow them.

Soil rich or weak - if it produced plentifully and if it was of high quality.

Trees or not - good land provides shade trees and adequate room to build cities or fields and still have
room for trees.

Bring back fruits - to see the size and sweetness of even the first crop of fruits even earlier than in most
other places. And see if the populace relies on good crops and therefore won’t care if you
take a sample.

Meam Loez 13:345
Rashi



Shelach Num13:22:1,3

And they went up into the South, and came IN'NX DYl L]INAN-TY N2 ,2332 4794 2D
untoH_ebron; and Ahiman, Sheshai, and DY YAy [iNaNI ;v "r"7' 'n'ml Wjyj
Talmai, the children of Anak, were there.--Now .DM¥YN V¥ 197 ,nN1M)
Hebron was built seven years before Zoan in

Egypt.--

And they traveled in the Negev and he came to Hebron.

Why start plural and then switch to singular? To suggest that only one person
Caleb entered Hebron alone in order to pray at the graves of the patriarchs. Later
Caleb was given Hebron as his portion.

Rashi
Stone 801
Meam Loez 13:347



Shelach Numl13:22:3-5

And they went up into the South, and came unto "W IN'NX 0Y]L[NAN-TY N2*1,2222 17941 2D
Hebron; and Ahiman, Sheshai, and Talmai, the ,NNIQ) DY YAy NN ;Y0 T ,mn|
children of Anak, were there.--Now Hebron was built .DM¥N VX 199

seven years before Zoan in Egypt.--

And he (one singular) went up to Chevron.

What is our position regarding intermediaries in our prayers to God?

Caleb ben Yefunah alone went to Hebron to the graves of the patriarchs to pray to
them that he be strong enough not to go along with the other spies.

See Sotah 35b line 2. He prayed to the dead, to the ancestors, “beg for me to God
to protect me from the spies”. Therefore, we may pray to others to
Intercede for us with God.

Taanis 16Db line 22. Since we are not worthy we beg the dead to pray for us.

Taanis 23b line 46. “Father - Father please pray help me”, and his prayers were
answered.

Sanhedrin 44a line 29 every entity souls, angels should be merciful to us — and

plead our case in heaven.



Davening to the patriarchs is what Caleb was doing and it is a good method and
fully acceptable.

We give credence to other powers which border on idol worshipping but it is ok.

But the Rambam in the 13 Tenets of Our Faith #5 says God is the one and only one
we can serve and elevate not angels or departed souls for they are completely
controlled like puppets and they cannot be used as intermediaries to get to
God. We accept no other power in the universe other than God else it is
Avodah Zarah (in Morah Nevuchim).

Maharal - don’t daven (pray) to any entity other than God and don’t ask anything
of angels. What do we do with all the above gemarah quotations? It is
improper to direct any prayer to angels. Don’t say ‘Barechu L’shalom’ on
Friday night.

Bach in Yoreh Deah. Caleb did not pray to the patriarch but to Hashem,

Mishne Berurah - Don’t place your reliance upon the dead but only upon God.

R’ Moshe Feinstein - to pray to souls or angels is forbidden but to pray that they
bring our prayers to God is ok. Pray for others, or ask a Tzaddick to pray for
you, Is ok,m but not an angel or a departed soul.

Munkacher Rav - No problem, but to ask an angel or soul to help get your prayers
answered by God, is ok.



Shelach Numl13:23:4.8

And they came unto the valley of Eshcol, and DYWN 1NN, 75UN 7N1-TY 1N 2D
cut down from thence a branch with one

cluster of grapes, and they bore it upon a pole
between two; they took also of the DIXAD-N1 ,0AN-N1 ;DA

pomegranates, and of the figs.--

,0IAY INKWIL ,TRX DY 7dYNI NinT

Friend of Abraham without a vov - Eshkol
Cluster of grapes - spelled with a vov - Eshkol

They arrived at the valley belonging to Eshco,l a friend of Abraham, and cut a
cluster of grapes. They renamed that place the valley of the cluster of grapes.

Vechur LaZahav
Kestenbaum 341



Shelach Numl13:26:1-2

And they went and came to Moses, and to -22-9N1 NDNR-TRI NYN-7XRCIRAY D7 1D
Aaron, and to all the congregation of the ;NYTZ--IND 2ATN-7X ,7RU-2 NTY
children of Israel, unto the wilderness of Paran, DINYY,NTYN-72-NXI 12T DNN 1214
to Kadesh; and brought back word unto them, YN M9-NX

and unto all the congregation, and showed
them the fruit of the land.

When they arrived

They arrived on the 9 of Av

Meam Loez 13:333



Shelach Numl13:26:1-2

And they went and came to Moses, and to -22-9N1 NDNR-TNI NYN-7XCINAYL D74 1D
Aaron, and to all the congregation of the ;NYTZ--IND N2ATN-7X ,7XW-92 NTY
children of Israel, unto the wilderness of Paran, DINYY,NTYN-72-NXI 12T DNN 1214
to Kadesh; and brought back word unto them, YN M9-NX

and unto all the congregation, and showed
them the fruit of the land.

And they went and they came

The juxtaposition of these two words suggests that just as the spies went so they
came with no added knowledge or insight regarding the land. They went with pre-
conceived ideas and came back with the same ideas.

Meam Loez 13:250

They did not do as they were told to find out the facts as listed by Moshe. Instead
they saw themselves as leaders and arrogated to themselves the role of counselor
and advisor and drew conclusions and gave the conclusions not just the facts to
Moshe. This was their error and as they went so they came with the same opinion.

Meam Loez 13:353



Shelach Num13:27, 28, 29

And they told him, and said: 'We came unto YN YIND-7X AR NN, I7-10190' T2
the land whither thou sentest us, and surely it~ .nM9-n7I--XIN ,W2T 270 NAT DAl NN7Y
floweth with milk and honey; and this is the

fruit of it.

Notice the spies give their report twice 27 to 29. in front of Moshe, Aaron, Caleb,
and Joshua.

And later in a much exaggerated pessimistic message brought forth to the children
of Israel 32 and 33 without the leaders present the spies spread out among the
people and spread these malicious lies about the land.

Ramban
Stone 803



Shelach Numl13:31:14

But the men that went up with him said: 'We ;7211 N7 ,1NNX iRy 17Y-YX D'YINDI X7
are not able to go up against the people; for 4300 ,NIN PTN-'D :DYN-7X Ni7Y7
they are stronger than we.'

They are too strong for us

The Hebrew word ‘mimenu’ can be translated “than us” or “than Him”.

The only difference is that ‘minenu’ meaning ‘than us’, does not have a dagesh
(dot) in the nun while the word ‘mimenu’, meaning ‘than Him’, does have a
dagesh (dot) in the nun.

“God heard you emphasize the nun with a dagesh and knew you were talking
about Him. You doubted His power”.

Meam Loez 15:149



Shelach Numl13:31

But the men that went up with him said: 'We ;7211 N7 ,1NNX iRy 17Y-YX D'YINDI X7
are not able to go up against the people; for 4300 ,NIN PTN-'D :DYN-7X Ni7Y7
they are stronger than we.' -

What they meant by the word ‘mimenu’ is that they are too strong for us and for
God.

The name of every letter of the word ‘minenu’ contains the same letter twice, mem
nun, vov. The verse contains the twin meanings of ‘mimenu’ for us and for Him.
This is a slur against God.

Meam Loez 13:354



Shelach Numl13:31

But the men that went up with him said: 'We , 7211 N7 ,1NNX iRy 17Y-YX D'YINDI X7
are not able to go up against the people; for 4300 ,NIN PTN-'D :DYN-7X Ni7Y7
they are stronger than we.'

We cannot ascend to that people for it is too strong for us

The Israelites had seen the plagues against Egypt, the dividing of the Reed Sea and
other miracles, how could their faith in God be so weak as to think he could not
enable them to conquer Canaan?

The belief they obtained by seeing the miracles was not based on their effort or
spiritual growth it came with no exertion on their part and therefore was very
ephemeral and evanescent and could dissipate as quickly as it came.

If someone tells you they acquired knowledge without effort don’t believe them
Megilla 6b. There is no Concord airplane for travel or microwave cooking to
acquire knowledge. There is a need to labor to learn Rashi Lev 26:3.

Twerski 309



Shelach Numl13:31-32-33

But the men that went up with him said: 'We ;7211 N7 ,1NNX iRy 17Y-YX D'YINDI X7
are not able to go up against the people; for 4300 ,NIN PTN-'D :DYN-7X Ni7Y7
they are stronger than we.'

They began to speak badly about the land.

When the Miraglim return from their mission they spoke saying that, “we cannot
advance against the Canaanite people”. They declared their conclusions with their
mouth ‘peh’ before they described what they saw with their eyes ‘Ayin Anayim’ in
the next Posuk. The proper order should have been as it is in the alphabet ‘ayin’
comes before ‘peh”.

This is a reversal. First we should speak about what we saw. Give the evidence and
only then draw the conclusions. This was their sin. They declared with their mouth
what they had not seen with their eyes.

Munk 187



Shelach Numl13:31-32:6-8

But the men that went up with him said: L7211 N7 1NnNX ,iny 17Y-1¢X D'YINDI X7
'We are not able to go up against the 4300 ,NIN PTN-'D :DYN-7X Ni7Y7
people; for they are stronger than we.'

We cannot advance against the Canaanite people since the land consumes its
Inhabitants.

The spies declared with their mouth what they and not seen with their eyes.

In the natural order of things i.e., the order of the aleph-Bais ‘ayin’ comes before
‘peh’. Perception (seeing it clearly) comes before describing it. Here the sin of
the spies is that they spoke their conclusions before describing what they saw.



Shelach Numl13:32:7-9

And they spread an evil report of the land 129X ,ADX D WK ,YIND NAT XY 1Y
which they had spied out unto the children of 75 A1 191U UR Y‘mn NN INAY!
Israel, saying: 'The land, through which we WX ISATJD-T)!' NI .D'.__J_V:J'.I" NYIN YK ,mj-N
have passed to spy it out, is a land that eateth TITN "WANR AN 1'RA

up the inhabitants thereof; and all the people
that we saw in it are men of great stature.

To the Israelites

This suggests that another of the sins of the spies is that they spoke directly to the
people.

No longer in the company of Caleb, Yehoshua or Moshe, who tried to contradict
them and offer a different opinion, they went directly to the people.

Meam Loez 13:355
Stone 803



Shelach Numl13:33:12-14

And there we saw the Nephilim, the sons of -[R--73Y 12 0'7'9I0-NX L11'KY) DYl AT
Anak, who come of the Nephilim; and we were 120 |21,0'2202 12'2'Y2 'NAl ;D790
in our own sight as grasshoppers, and so we .0N1'ya
were in their sight.’

We were in our own sight as grasshoppers and so we were in their sight.

This is the sin of the spies.

One can understand their first statement because that is how they saw themselves.
However, what right did they have to say and, “so we were in their sight”, they
could not know that.

Torah Gems 3:67



Shelach Numl13:33:9-11

And there we saw the Nephilim, the sons of -[R--73Y 2 0'7'9I0-NX L11'X) DYl AT
Anak, who come of the Nephilim; and we 120 |21 ,0'2202 12'2'Y2 'NAl ;D790
were in our own sight as grasshoppers, and .0"'Ya

so we were in their sight.'

- Gave report to Moshe but also went amongst the people and reported
pessimistically.

- Gave their conclusion i.e. spoke first and only then told what they saw.

- Spoke as though God could not help them.

- Reported what they could not know, namely “We were as grasshoppers in their
eyes’.

- The spies were: a bad group to begin with.

- told to spy out only if you need to for yourselves.

- Introduced to us in order of their individual importance.

- Each tribe had to send a representative. This is either democratic or really shows
they did not trust each other. Very dangerous to send such a large group
of 12 men as opposed to 2 as spies. Joshua later did send only 2 spies.



Shelach Numl14:1:9-10

And all the congregation lifted up their voice,

, ;D7ip-NX N L,NTYD-72 ,KYRI N
and cried; and the people wept that night.

NIND N7'72 ,0V0 1221

That night

The Torah stresses that night.
The Israelites wept on that night according to our calculations see Num 13:2
Meam Loez 13:334
“That night” was Tisha B’ Av and the people wept on that night through the ages.
Every 91 of AV the people would dig graves and lie in them and between 15 and
16,000 would die. This continued for 38 years while they traveled in the desert.
15t temple destroyed on the 9" of AV 586 BCE Rashi
2"d temple destroyed on the 9t of AV 70 BCE Stone 803
Meam Loez 13:357
Spies sent 29th of Sivan in 2" year

Sent for 40 days i.e., 29 & 30 Sivan 2
30 days Tamuz 30
8 days AV 8

day of report and that night 9t of AV, they began weeping.
Meam Loez 13:357



Shelach Numl4:4:5-6

And they said one to another: 'Let us make a JUNT NN CINR-7X WK NN T
captain, and let us return into Egypt.’ NNIXN NI

In the wilderness the nation rebelled against God saying

Each person said to the other :let us get a leader and return to Egypt”:

The leader they sought was an Idol to worship, says Rashi.

The Baal Haturim shows this is so with a Gematria.
Take the first letters of each word of this sentence its gematria is the same as
‘Avodah Zarah’ = 299.
Aleph-1, aleph-1, aleph-1, nun-40, Resh-200, vov-6, mem-40 = 299
Ayin-70, Bais-2, vov-6, daled-4, heh-5, Zayin=7, Resh-200, heh-5m, = 299
Munk 204



Shelach Numl4:5:1-3

Then Moses and Aaron fell on their faces ;197 ,00"19-7V 0K NYin 791
before all the assembly of the congregation of
the children of Israel.

XY A NTY 70i7-7

Then Moses and Aaron fell on their faces.

Leaders derive their strength and inspiration from the people and when the
Israelites sinned, Moses and Aaron no longer had the strength to stand.

Torah Gems 3:68
Fell on their faces:

- Imploring the people not to return to Egypt.

- Signifying that they give up their leadership roles since they no longer have the
confidence of the people.

Stone 804



Shelach Numl4:7:14-17

And they spoke unto all the congregation of JYOIRD KRG XY NTY-79-7X NN T
the children of Israel, saying: 'The land, which TN ,YIND N2I0--ANN MNT N2 1172V WK
we passed through to spy it out, is an .TRN

exceedinfﬁg,ood land.

The land is very very good.

Caleb disputed the spies. They had said the land was good but had qualified that
praise with negative remarks.

Caleb insisted with these words that the land was superlatively good without
exception.

Or HaChaim
Stone 804



Shelach Numl14:9:11-13

Only rebel not against the LORD, neither fear INY'I-7X DRXI ATINA-78 NN AR 0
ye the people of the land; for they are bread D7¥ 10 ;0N QN7 ' ,YIXD DY-NX
for us; their defence is removed from over .DXY'N-7X NK NIN' DDYYN

them, and the LORD is with us; fear them not.'

They are our bread

The Canaanites were so frightened they could be defeated as easily as one bites
Into a piece of bread.

Rambam
Stone 804



Shelach Numl14:9:14-16

Only rebel not against the LORD, neither fear INY'I-7X DRXI ATINA-78 NN AR 0
ye the people of the land; for they are bread D7¥ 10 ;0N QN7 '3 ,YIXD DY-NX
for us; their defence is removed from over .DXY'N-7X NK NIN' DDYYN

them, and the LORD is with us; fear them not.'

Their protection has departed from them.

God removed the guardian angels of the Canaanite nation and they are therefore
powerless against us.

R’ Bachya
Stone 805



Shelach Numl4:12:1-2

| will smite them with the pestilence, and -1i2%7 NN, NYYKNI YNNI 12T 429K A

destroy them, and will make of thee a nation ,
N \ A27n ,D1XYI 70T
greater and mightier than they. ; -

| will kill them with a plague

They wish they had died in Egypt see Num14:2:17-19 or in this desert. That is
where | smote the Egyptians with plagues. So measure for measure if that is what

the people ask for | will give it to them.

Meam Loez 13:362

They asked to return to Egypt where | placed plagues on the Egyptians. | will
place plagues on the Israelites.

They asked to die in the desert. So be it. They will all die in the desert.



Shelach Num14:14:14-15

they will say to the inhabitants of this land, who have heard -1 1VNY  NINTD YIXD 2YI-7X DXl T
that Thou LORD art in the midst of this people; inasmuch as I'V-IYX INTD DYD 272 NN NRX
Thou LORD art seen eye to eye, and Thy cloud standeth
over them, and Thou goest before them, in a pillar of cloud
by day, and in a pillar of fire by night;

, D7V TRV 72301 ,NIN! DAX DX |'Y2
,DQI' DNN9Y 70 NDX |JY TAY
N7'7 YN TRV

Eye to eye

Alludes to God’s closeness with the people to the perception by the people of the Divine.

Interventions - revelation - seeing something special. Seeing in this context means
understanding.

Just as in (Ex 13:9) in Tefillin it says ‘bein eynechah’, “between your eyes”, yet the Rabbi’s

tell us this means on your head behind the hair line at the site of your intellect.

The Gematria of ‘ayin’ is 70. The people will understand 70.

God has 70 names as does Israel and the interpretations of the Torah. Israel originated from 70
people who went down to Egypt.

We celebrate 70 holy days 52 Sabbaths and - 18 festival days.

The Torah was transmitted to 70 elders and had 70 scholars safeguard it in the Sanhedrin.

There are 70 facets to the Torah (Zohar).

70 scholars were appointed to interpret the Torah for Ptolemy to create the Septuagint.

Munk 175



Shelach Num14:17:1
And now, | pray Thee, let the power of the . b N5 TR N5 Ka-YTa!
LORD be great, according as Thou hast spoken, rnnvl, AnRg MATAYRD TR 0D NJ_E'

saying:

Let the power of my Lord be great

The large yud in ‘yigdal’ is an appeal to Hashem. If your intention is to annihilate
the people for the 10 times the Israelites tried to test you (Num 4:22) please also
remember the 10 great trials of Avraham that you subjected him to and which he
proved his devotion to you and please spare his descendants the punishment of
annihilation.

Munk 130

Meam Loez 13:367

Moreover, the sin of the 10 spies is so overwhelming on indictment that Moses
pleads with God to recall in their favor the 10 commandments which the Bnei
Yisroel accepted at Sinai when all other nations rejected them.

Meam Loez 13:367



Shelach Numl14:17:1:1

And now, | pray Thee, let the power of the C AT ey X5 TN N5 K193
LORD be great, according as Thou hast spoken, T RYE, ARz MATAYD TR 0 NJ__-H"
saying:

Large yud in ‘Yigdal’ refers to Moses who said to God

“even though the people tested you 10 times remember the merit of Abraham
whom you tested 10 times and he passed each test”.

Baal HaTurim
Kestenbaum 343



Shelach Numl14:18

The LORD is slow to anger, and plenteous in
lovingkindness, forgiving iniquity and
transgression, and that will by no means clear
the guilty; visiting the iniquity of the fathers
upon the children, upon the third and upon
the fourth generation.

IV XY, TON-271 D'OX X ,NIN! N
-7V NIAX |iy TRD--N72' N7 ,Nj71 VYol
.0'Y2AN-7V1 D'YIY-9Y .00

The thirteen attributes of God are not all recited here because of the circumstances of
this sin.

- God’s name 1s usually mentioned twice. The first relates to His mercy before a
person sins therefore it not present here since this was after the sin.

- second name of God corresponds to God forgiving those who repent.

- Measure of severe law for unintended crimes - complete forgiveness if you repent
but the people had no remorse therefore this is not present here.

- Merciful — if you repent.

- Kind - if you repent.

- Truth - requires annihilation if you don’t repent therefore it is not here.

- Remembers deeds of love for thousands - the merits of — therefore not here.

- The Patriarchs but not so if you scorn the land of Israel which the patriarchs had

chosen.
- Error - only if you act in error but not deliberately and willfully. Therefore not here.
Stone 806



Shelach Numl14:18:2-5

The LORD is slow to anger, and plenteous in
lovingkindness, forgiving iniquity and
transgression, and that will by no means clear
the guilty; visiting the iniquity of the fathers
upon the children, upon the third and upon
the fourth generation.

IV XY ;TON-211 O'OX X ,NIN' N?
-9V N Iy TRo-nRa K7 0| VY9l
D'y D'WY-7y 012

Moshe requested God to exercise his powers his attributes of mercy but could only
ask God to do so regarding the appropriate kindnesses.

He could not ask that mercy be shown to those who intentionally and
unrepentantly violated the law.

Stone 807



Shelach Numl14:20:3-4

And the LORD said: 'l have pardoned according N2T? 'ANT70 ,NIN' NN D
to thy word.

| will grant forgiveness as you requested.

| will keep my promise to the forefathers that their descendants would inherit this
land. But it will not be given to this generation who tested me these 10 times by
not obeying me.

Num 14:22

Meam Loez 13:368



Shelach Numl4:22:13-17

surely all those men that have seen My glory, -NXI 'TAD-NNX O'RIN ,D'YIND-7) D 2D
and My signs, which | wrought in Egypt and in ;12TA1 ,DMI¥N] 'M'YY-TUN 'NINN
the wilderness, yet have put Me to proof these AYNY N71,0My9s YWY N1 L,'NK 102
ten times, and have not hearkened to My ipa
voice;

The 10 times the nation tested God.

1. When the Egyptians chased them to the sea. Ex14:11

2. When they had nothing to drink but bitter waters. Ex15:24

3. When they ran out of food. Ex 16:3

4. When they left manna over even after being told notto. Ex 16:20

5. When they left camp to gather manna on Sabbath. Ex 16:27

6. When they ran out of food at Rifidim. Ex 17:2

7. When they made the Golden Calf. Ex 32:4

8. When they rebelled against the Mitzvot. Num 11:1

9. When they complained that the manna was not good. Num 11:4

10.When they believed the evil report of the spies.  Num 14:22
Arachin 15a
Kestenbaum 343



Shelach Numl14:27:1-5
Ex 23:2 and Num 35:24

'How long shall | bear with this evil YN ,NNTD NYID NTY? ,'NR-TY T
congregation, that keep murmuring against 12 NIYN-NX ;7Y ,077'7M DA
Me? | have heard the murmurings of the JAYNY--17Y DY NAN YK 7RO
children of Israel, which they keep murmuring

against Me.

Until when this evil congregation

Concerning the 12 spies sent to Eretz Yisroel and excluding Joshua and Caleb
therefore, ‘edah’ “a congregation”, is 10 persons. This tells us that 10 persons
make a congregation.

BT Sanhedrin 2a
1. N 14:27
2. N 35:24-25
3. E23:2



Shelach Numl14:27:3

'How long shall | bear with this evil YN ,NNTD NYID NTY? ,'NR-TY T
congregation, that keep murmuring against N3 NRYAR-NX ;7Y ,017'70 N
Me? | have heard the murmurings of the JTYNY--'2Y D70 DA YUK TR
children of Israel, which they keep murmuring

against Me.

The fact that 10 is a minyon also comes from the Posuk in Ex 20:21
“I will come to you and I will bless you”.
| will come - Gematria is 10

also see Ex 23:2 Munk 129
Num 35:24



Shelach Numl14:35:14-18

| the LORD have spoken, surely this will | do NWYNX NNT N7-DX ,'7N2T ,NIN' IR N
unto all this evil congregation, that are ;Y2 D'TYIRN  INTD DY NTYD-709
gathered together against Me; in this ANN! OY] LIAR' 07D N2TA2
wilderness they shall be consumed, and there

they shall die."

In this wilderness they will be consumed and there they will die.

The sinned with the Golden Calf, complaints against God, Korah and in each case
they were forgiven.

Only in the case of the spies where the people sinned against their nationhood by
not being willing to enter the land of Israel, were they punished. Neither regret or
repentance was sufficient to obtain God’s pardon.

Torah Gems 3:71



Shelach Numl14:36:9

And the men, whom Moses sent to spy out the -NX YN7 NYN N7Y-UUX ,DWIRDL 1T
land, and who, when they returned, made all “22-nx 17y (12711) 121711 42 YN
the congregation to murmur against him, by YOIND-7V 02T XNING ,NTYN

bringing up an evil report against the land,

Vayalunu - they complained.
Vayalinu - they caused others to complain.

Kestenbaum 343



Shelach Num14:38:7-10

But Joshua the son of Nun, and Caleb the son -[n1'0,N9-12 2721, 122 YYin' nY
of Jephunneh, remained alive of those men YOIXD-NX N7 09700 ,000 D'YIRD
that went to spy out the land.

They lived from those men

Joshua And Caleb lived while the other ten spies died at the hand of God
iImmediately after issuing their evil report.

And Joshua and Caleb inherited the portions that would have gone to the other
spies.
Num 14:37



Shelach Num14:39:10-12

And Moses told these words unto all the -22-7% ,N7XD DMATD-NX NYN 12T VY
children of Israel; and the people mourned TR ,0YN 172XD7] ;781 12
greatly.

And the people mourned greatly

But this time God does not forgive them. Why?

In regards the Golden Calf it says in Ex 33:4, “The people mourned by the Calf”.
They felt bad and mourned for what they had done sincerely and were forgiven.

Here, by the spies, they exaggerated their mourning already knowing that if they
mourn as they had with the Golden Calf they would be forgiven. Their mourning
was not sincere and therefore they were not forgiven.

They were motivated by regret that they had forfeited the land and therefore not
sincere remorse for the sin itself.  Torah Gems 3:72

Or HaChaim

Stone 811



Shelach Numl14:40:12-16

And they rose up early in the morning, and got ANN-YUNI-IX 170 0722 1Y n
them up to the top of the mountain, saying: ANN-IYN DIPAD-7X 11'9Y1 1230 KT
'Lo, we are here, and will go up unto the place AIRVN D--NIN!

which the LORD hath said; for we have sinned.’

Which the Lord has said, ‘we have sinned’.

Repentance is accepted if the person acknowledges that he sinned and sincerely
repents.

Here, they do not admit that they sinned. They say, “which the Lord said we have
sinned”.

That Is not true repentance.

Torah Gems 3:72



Shelach Numl15:2:7-8

Num 15:3:2-3
Speak unto the children of Israel, and say unto 1 DX DONN 7KW 12-9X AT A
them: When ye are come into the land of your JIN YK ,DD'NAYIN YIN-7X NN
habitations, which | give unto you, .07 1M
and will make an offering by fire unto the LORD, a ,NAT-IN N9V ,NIN'Y7 NYX DD'WYL A
burnt-offering, or a sacrifice, in fulfilment of a vow —-DQ'TYNY IR ,N2TID iX 1T)-N79Y
clearly uttered, or as a freewill-offering, or in your iN ,2720-[n NNt ,0N NN NivyY
appointed seasons, to make a sweet savour unto INXD-|N

the LORD, of the herd, or of the flock;

When you come to your homeland you will be presenting fine offerings to God.

What is the reason if any for placing these sacrifice instructions here in the text
right after the punishment to the generation of the spies?

God did not want the people to think that their children would also not be worthy
to enter the land so he instructed them regarding the Mitzvah of
performing the libations associated with sacrifice in the Temple which
can only be done after we enter Israel.

Meam Loez 13:375
Ramban
Stone 811



Shelach Numl15:20:1-2

Of the first of your dough ye shall set apart a iN"A ,N7N--DNO0TY ,N'YUK) D
cake for a gift; as that which is set apart of the
threshing-floor, so shall ye set it apart.

ADIN NN 2,02 NRAND NRIND

From the beginning of your kneading you shall separate Challah.

‘Reishis’ - from ‘bereishis’ is one of the reasons for God to create the world
(See Gen 1:1:1).

Because as the Jewish person gives of his first produce to the servants of God

(Kohanim and Leviim) he acknowledges that the produce is a gift from God who

is the creator and all powerful and not the produce of man’s ability.

Deut 8:17



Shelach Numl15:20:1-2

Of the first of your dough ye shall set apart a 1NN ,N7N0--D2N01Y N'UN] D
cake for a gift; as that which is set apart of the ANN NN 2,02 NN NRINN
threshing-floor, so shall ye set it apart.

From the beginning of your kneading you shall separate Challah.

Challah is a portion of dough set aside from each batch for the Kohen, Terumah,
tithes and bikkurim first fruits, are all called Reishis.

Orach heChaim - ‘ariso seychem’ can be translated ‘your cribs’. From the time
your babies are in cribs offer them to God through Mitzvos. This is alluded to by
the numerical value of Challah.
chet - 8 - circumcize Lev 12:3
lamid - 30 - redeem — pidyon haben Num 18:16
hen -5 - yearsold begin to teach him Torah Avos 5:21
Munk 65



Shelach Num15:20:3

Of the first of your dough ye shall set apart a 1NN ,N7N--0)N0Y ,N'YKI D
cake for a gift; as that which is set apart of the ANN NN 2,02 DN NRINN
threshing-floor, so shall ye set it apart.

The word Challah has as its Gematria equivalent43 8 + 30 + 5=43

Which can remind us that Challah must be separated from a mass of dough that is
43 eggs in size —an omer or larger.

Meam Loez 13:381



Shelach Numl15:22:

And when ye shall err, and not observe all NiYAN-72 NX ,1wyn N71--1a¥n D1 ad
these commandments, which the LORD hath
spoken unto Moses,

NYN-7X NN QTN NIRD

And if you inadvertently (commit a sin)

it is as if you violated all the commandments that God gave to Moses.

What could be such an inadvertent sin? Idolatry which is denying God’s existence.
We get a hint that this is the sin from the word for sin offering where the letter
signifying one or oneness (aleph) alluding to God, is missing.

Meam Loez 13:390

See Shelach Num 15:24:24 Instead of ‘lechatas’ with an aleph it is spelled ‘lechatas’
without the aleph .



Shelach Num 15:24:24

then it shall be, if it be done in error by the
congregation, it being hid from their eyes, that
all the congregation shall offer one young
bullock for a burnt-offering, for a sweet savour
unto the LORD--with the meal-offering thereof,
and the drink-offering thereof, according to the
ordinance--and one he-goat for a sin-offering.

NNYYI NTYN "'Yn DX N1 T
172-12 19 NTYD-72 WYl ,NYY
IMNINT ,NIN'7 DN NMY7 NPV7 TNX
,TON DTY-1'YUH ;098N D0))
nunYy

Sin or sin offering

Appears approximately 200 times in the Tanach only here is it spelled without the
aleph.

This sin offering is brought for a sin committed by the general population and the
burnt offering is brought first. The sin offering of an individual who sinned
requires the sin offering first to clean away the sin and then the burnt offering.



Shelach Numl15:24:3-4

then it shall be, if it be done in error by the NNYYI NTYD 2'Un OX N1 T
congregation, it being hid from their eyes, that I72-12 19 NTYD-72 1WYI ,NAaYY
all the congregation shall offer one young iNDMI1 ,NIN'7 DN D7 N7V7 TN
bullock for a burnt-offering, for a sweet savour , TOX D'TY-1'WY ;09N D))
unto the LORD--with the meal-offering thereof, .nun?

and the drink-offering thereof, according to
the ordinance--and one he-goat for a sin-
offering.

The eyes of the community

The Sanhedrin - safeguard the Torah by seeing eye to eye 14:14 with God in the
Interpretation of the law (see Num14:14).

Munk 175



Shelach Numl15:24:3-4

then it shall be, if it be done in error by the NNYYI NTYN 2'vn OX Nl T
congregation, it being hid from their eyes, that I72-12 19 NTYD-72 1WYI ,NAaYY
all the congregation shall offer one young iNDMI1 ,NIN'7 DN D7 N7V7 TN
bullock for a burnt-offering, for a sweet savour , TOX D'TY-1'WY ;09N D))
unto the LORD--with the meal-offering thereof, .nun?

and the drink-offering thereof, according to
the ordinance--and one he-goat for a sin-
offering.

Eyes of the congregation

are the Torah scholars. This refers to the integrity of its judicial leadership the
Sanhedrin.

Just as the actions of the body are guided by the eyes so the congregation of Israel
IS guided by its Torah leaders.

Munk 172



Shelach Numl15:31:2-3

Because he hath despised the word of the ;90 INIXA-NXNI ,NT2 NIN'-12T ' X7
LORD, and hath broken His commandment;
that soul shall utterly be cut off, his iniquity
shall be upon him. {P}

{o} .n2 Miy ,XINN Y9N N1IA NN

The word of God

By referring to the sin of idolatry this way the Torah alludes to the first two
commandments which demand faith in God and prohibit idolatry. These were
heard by the nation directly from God and can therefore be called the word of
Hashem.

Rashi
Stone 815



Shelach Numl15:31:8-9

Because he hath despised the word of the ;9N IMIYN-NNI ,NTA NIN-12T D XY
LORD, and hath broken His commandment; {9} .2 MY ,NINND Y9IN NN NN
that soul shall utterly be cut off, his iniquity

shall be upon him. {P}

Cut off he shall surely be cut off.

A person who purposefully commits the sin of idolatry will die a physical death
and also a spiritual death. He will die early in this world and not be worthy of the
world to come.

Meam Loez 13:392



Shelach Numl15:32:4

And while the children of Israel were in the WIN IR 02TRR 7KW1 ' A
wilderness, they found a man gathering sticks 1AW DIA--D'YY WY
upon the sabbath day.

As it says in Num 27:3, “Our father died in the wilderness”.

R Akiva says in Bava Basra 118b1, “ the two men are the same linked by the word
‘bamidbar’ Tzelophchad is his name”.

Bava Basra 118b1



Shelach Num 15:32:7-8

Num 15:33:5-6
And while the children of Israel were in the UK, IRYD ;13 TA3 ,'7?4"1215"33 ""'J.'?!HJ'T
wilderness, they found a man gathering sticks AW DI--0'%Y Wypn
upon the sabbath day.
And they that found him gathering sticks WUYizn INK D'RYAD LINK 1215710 A%

brought him unto Moses and Aaron, and unto 22 2N, DDN-9NI ,NYUN-9X--DIYY

all the congregation.  —
nTYN

Gathering sticks

Mentioned “gathering wood” in each of two sentences tells us that even after
being warned he continued to gather wood and is therefore guilty of violating the
Sabbath publically and deserves the death penalty by stoning.

Meam Loez 13:394



Shelach Num15:32:9-10

And while the children of Israel were in the WX IRYNDY ;13 TA3 ,'7?4"1215"33 ""'J.'?!HJ'T
wilderness, they found a man gathering sticks AW DI'--0'%Y Uypn
upon the sabbath day.

This story, Rashi tells us, disparages Israel by implying that the Bnei Yisroel failed
to keep the Sabbath.

But in reality we can view it as a praise of Israel. Here, with approximately
3,000,000 people, only one is pointed out as having violated the Sabbath.

And people were willing to speak up for Sabbath observance and warn him.

Which Shabbos was this? They were in the desert, it had to be after the Torah was
given so people would be responsible for the law.

Doron p189



Shelach Numl15:38:34

'Speak unto the children of Israel, and bid 1UYI , 007X PINAXI 7Y 12-78 12T NY
them that they make them throughout their 11N)1 ;DNT? ,0N' T2 '912-7V NX'Y DN?
generations fringes in the corners of their D727 7'N9 ,9190 NY'Y-7V

garments, and that they put with the fringe of
each corner a thread of blue.

Speak to the children of Israel and they shall make...

This teaches us that a non-Jew cannot make (tie) Kosher Tzitzis.

Meam Loez 13:408
Nor can they be made by a woman — because it says ‘bnei yisroel’, - male children
of Israel and she is not obligated to wear them. Therefore she can’t make them
(but a woman may tie the tzitzit on the garment).

Yet Tziporah had her children circumcised even she though herself was not
obligated to be circumcised.

And Rabbeinu Tam’s wife and daughters put on Tfillin.
A person should be obligated to do a Mitzvah in order to perform it. However, a
person may decide to obligate themselves and then perform the Mitzvah.



Shelach Numl15:27:1-4

And if one person sin through error, then he --NAAYL RYNND ,NNX WOI-DX| T
shall offer a she-goat of the first year for a sin- JNINYN7 ,ANIY-N2 TY N7
offering.

And if a single individual commits a sin...

Can be read that ‘If a soul 1s single’, that itself is a sin.

A person who is not married.
A person who is not part of a community. That person by the fact of his being
separate, single, commits a sin.

Rabbi Stampfer
Zohar 99



Shelach Num15:38:9,16

Num 15:39:3
'Speak unto the children of Israel, and bid 1UYI , 007X PINAXI 7Y 12-78 12T NY
them that they make them throughout their 11N)1 ;DNT? ,0N' T2 '912-7V NX'Y DN?
generations fringes in the corners of their D727 7'N9 ,9120 NYY-7V

garments, and that they put with the fringe of
each corner a thread of blue.

And it shall be unto you for a fringe, that ye DNOT INK DN ,NY'Y7 ,007 Nl VY
may look upon it, and remember all the -N71 ;0NN DD'WYL NN NiYn-73-NX
commandments of the LORD, and do them; -YK ,02''Y "INXI L0227 INX NN
and that ye go not about after your own heart .0ON"NX ,07 DRX
and your own eyes, after which ye use to go

astray;
Tzadeh 90

Yud 10 The word Tzitzis is written in the Torah with only 1 yud in each of the
Tzadeh 90 first two times but the third time it is written with a lamad which = 30.

Yud 10
Taf 400
Equals 600

Knots5 = 05  Divide 30/3 = and we have the missing 10 for the each yud.
Strips8 = 08  Now add the knots and strings to 600 and we have 613.
The number of mitzvot in the Torah.



Shelach Num15:39:4-9

And it shall be unto you for a fringe, that ye DN INK DD'RY ,NX'Y7 ,007 Nl VY
may look upon it, and remember all the -N7| ;DNNX DN'YYI ,NIN' NIXN-72-NX
commandments of the LORD, and do them; - ,0D'Y "INNI L,DD227 "INX NINN
and that ye go not about after your own heart .DN"NX ,07 DNX
and your own eyes, after which ye use to go

astray;

And when you see them you will remember all the commandments.

The two tzitzis in front of you count them.

Knots 5 + 5
Strings 8 = 8

10
16 equals 26. 26 = God’s name.

Looking upon them reminds us of the commandments.

Meam Loez 13:416



Shelach Num15:39:13-14

And it shall be unto you for a fringe, that ye DN INKR D', NYX'Y7 ,007 Nl VY
may look upon it, and remember all the -N71 ;DK DD'WYI ,NIN' NiYN-72-NX
commandments of the LORD, and do them; -'WKD;)'J'.U NNl ,00227 DX NINN
and that ye go not about after your own heart .DN"0X ,07 DNX
and your own eyes, after which ye use to go

astray;

And not explore after your heart and after your eyes

That you see the Tzitzits and remember all the commandments of God.

Notice from this the great love God has for Israel permitting them to be reminded
and warned.

Munk 173



Shelach Num15:38:9

'Speak unto the children of Israel, and bid 1UYI , 007X PINAXI 7Y 12-78 12T NY
them that they make them throughout their 11N)1 ;DNT? ,0N' T2 '912-7V NX'Y DN?
generations fringes in the corners of their D727 7'N9 ,9190 NY'Y-7V

garments, and that they put with the fringe of
each corner a thread of blue.

Tsitsit

From the root word ‘hatzatzah’ meaning “looking at” or ‘matzitz’, “he looks in”,
‘hatzitz’, to peer at. Thus by seeing the Tzitzit one is reminded of the
commandments.

Meam Loez 13:400

A blind person is obligated to wear them also to fulfill the commandment of Tzitzit.

Meam Loez 13:409



Shelach Num15:38:18-19

'Speak unto the children of Israel, and bid 1UYI , 007X PINAXI 7Y 12-78 12T NY
them that they make them throughout their 11N)1 ;DNT? ,0N' T2 '912-7V NX'Y DN?
generations fringes in the corners of their D727 7'N9 ,9190 NY'Y-7V

garments, and that they put with the fringe of
each corner a thread of blue.

And they shall put with the fringe of each corner a thread of ‘Tekhelet’, blue.

One of the 4 woolen threads at each corner must be colored blue from a dye
extracted only from the blood of the Hilazon Snail (Menahot 44a)

Tekhelet - color of sea and sky on a clear day. Look and think of Hashem and be
reminded of our religious obligations.

Num 15:39-40
Rabbi Herzl’s Ph.D. thesis with on this topic.

Mishneh Berachot Chap 1 Mishneh?2



Shelach Num15:41:1-3,12-14

| am the LORD your God, who brought you out DONX 'MXYIN YK ,00'07X NIN' 'IX XN
of the land of Egypt, to be your God: | am the JIN DN .07 N7 ,0M¥N YIXN
LORD your God.' {P} {o} .0p'07x NNt

What sentence in the Torah ends with the same words with which it began?
| am the Lord your God

who brought you out of the land of Egypt

to be your God.
| am the Lord your God.

Torah Gems 3:76



Shelach Num15:38:12

'Speak unto the children of Israel, and bid 1QYI , 0NN PINAXI 7Y 12-78 12T NY
them that they make them throughout their 12N21 ;0NTT? ,0N' T2 '912-7V NY'Y DNY
generations fringes in the corners of their N7N 7'N9 9290 NY'¥-7V

garments, and that they put with the fringe of
each corner a thread of blue.

On their garment

It has to belong to you either completely or in partnership to be obligated in Tsitsis.
A garment not owned by you i.e., borrowed, you are not obligated to put Tzitsis on it.
Parshah with the most # of mitzvos of all parshas in the Torah is Shelach.

Shelach 15:38

And you must put on Tsitsis “only if the garment belongs to you”.

Ki Tisah Deut 22:11:7



Shelach Num15:39:1-3

And it shall be unto you for a fringe, that ye DN INK DD'RY ,NX'Y7 ,007 Nl VY
may look upon it, and remember all the -N7| ;0NN DN'WYI ,NIN' NIXN-72-NX
commandments of the LORD, and do them; - ,0D'Y "INNI L0227 "INX NINN
and that ye go not about after your own heart .DN"NX ,07 DNX
and your own eyes, after which ye use to go

astray;

If it is not your garment you are not obligated to put tsitsis on it.

If you borrow it for > 30 days you are obligated because it looks as though it is
yours.

If you borrow a garment with tsitsit you do make a Beracha.

If you wear it just to daven for the amud or to have an aliyah then ‘Kavod Ha
Tsibor’, “respect for the congregation”, is your reason for putting it on not for the
purposes of the Mitzvah of Tsitsis. However the minhag is to make a Berachah
whenever you use a talis.

Even if you made a Berachah that day earlier on Talis when you put it on again
later in the day you make the Berachah again.



Shelach Num15:39:1-3

And it shall be unto you for a fringe, that ye DNOT NN DD'RYM ,NY'Y7 ,007 Nl VY
may look upon it, and remember all the
commandments of the LORD, and do them;
and that ye go not about after your own heart SN ,0D''Y NN L0227 "INDX NN
and your own eyes, after which ye use to go
astray;

-N71 ;DDN DN'YYIL NN NiYN-72-NY

.DD"NX ,D7 DAX

If you borrow a community talis to daven - Barachah
If you borrow a community talis just for Kovod Hatzibur, no Berachah is needed.

If you borrow a private person’s Talis for Kavod Hatzibor for an Ahyah or to
Duchan, no Berachah.

Both are dealt with in the same way.

Or you may always have in mind to wear the Talis for the mitzvah and then you
would always make a Barachah.



Korach (38)
Numbers 16:1



Korach Numl6:1:1-2

Now Korah, the son of Izhar, the son of Kohath, 92-12 NOR-I 0Y-2 N DR N
the son of Levi, with Dathan and Abiram, the -
sons of Eliab, and On, the son of Peleth, sons
of Reuben, took men; 21K

'12--N79-|2 |iNl ,AX'7X 12 DYANI DT

Now took Korah

This can be translated, “now Korah split off””, (Onkelos).

- Chose anew way ..... Sefat Emet

- Separated himself from the community by antagonism and quarrel.
Chaim of Volozhin
Meam Loez 14:5

- Anew approach where 250 persons argued with the other 600,000 members of
Bnei Israel.
- He took himself - not waiting to be chosen, to a position of leadership. He
sought to take it by force. Therefore, he was not worthy of it.

Torah Gems 3:79



Korach Num16:1:3-8

Now Korah, the son of Izhar, the son of Kohath, 7-12 N0P-12 0Y-a NP DR N
the son of Levi, with Dathan and Abiram, the '12--N79-]2 |iNI ,AX'IN 12 DY ANL DT
sons of Eliab, and On, the son of Peleth, sons JAIRD

of Reuben, took men;

Now took Korah

Son of Ishar
Son of Kehat
The son of Levi

The recitation of Korah’s “yichus” — instead of serving as an example toward which
he should strive he used it to establish his “right” to a position of honor. It made him
conceited rather than spur him on to live up to the ancestor’s example. That was the
source of Korah’s going astray.

R Naphtali of Ropshitz

Torah Gems 3:79



Korach Num16:1

Now Korah, the son of Izhar, the son of Kohath, 7-12 N0P-12 0Y-a NP DR N
the son of Levi, with Dathan and Abiram, the '12--N79-]2 |iNI ,AX'IN 12 DY ANL DT
sons of Eliab, and On, the son of Peleth, sons JAIRD

of Reuben, took men;

This gives Korach’s lineage. Why?

To show that he had no right to engineer this rebellion. Korach was the son of
Kehath’s second born son, Yitzhar. Aaron was the son of Kehath’s first born son
Amram and therefore the first born (Aaron) of the first born (Amram) of the first
born (Kehath) of Levi would properly inherit the priesthood of Leuvi.

See Ex 6:18 the sons of Kehath
Amram, Yitzhar, Hebron and Uzziel
Aaron  Korah Eltzafon
Moshe

Meam Loez 14:10



Korach Num16:1

Now Korah, the son of Izhar, the son of Kohath, 7-12 N0P-12 0Y-a NP DR N
the son of Levi, with Dathan and Abiram, the '12--N79-]2 |iNI ,AX'IN 12 DY ANL DT
sons of Eliab, and On, the son of Peleth, sons JAIRD

of Reuben, took men;

R Bachiyah - God keeps track of sins for 3-4 generations — 3 and 4 gilguls when
they come back. The Adas Korech were gilgul from before anshe Sodom, and the
dor Haflaga and this generation won’t go up and therefore he did not ask for mercy.

Moav - from my father. Therefore David became King and needed a little
Chutzpay and got it from his lineage through Ruth and Moav. Why did Moshe not
beg God to forgive the people who sinned with Korech? Because this time it was a
hidden injury and Moshe wanted the miracle to show all the people that you can’t
hide from God.

Korach is also the name of one of Esav’s sons.

16:1 and Korach took - he wanted the credit for serving God rather than give God
pleasure no matter who produces that pleasure.



Korach Num16:1:1-2

Now Korah, the son of Izhar, the son of Kohath, 92-12 NOR-I 0Y-2 N DR N
the son of Levi, with Dathan and Abiram, the
sons of Eliab, and On, the son of Peleth, sons
of Reuben, took men; 21K

'12--N79-|2 |iNl ,AX'7X 12 DYANI DT

In actuality these rebels were at cross purposes. Korach wanted to be high priest.
The tribe of Levi wanted to take the place of the Kohanim, the family of Aaron.
The tribe of Reuven wanted to take the place of the Kohanim, the family of Aaron.

There was no way all could have won and achieved their desires.



Korach Num16:1:1-2

Now Korah, the son of Izhar, the son of Kohath, 92-12 NOR-I 0Y-2 N DR N
the son of Levi, with Dathan and Abiram, the
sons of Eliab, and On, the son of Peleth, sons
of Reuben, took men; 21K

'12--N79-|2 |iNl ,AX'7X 12 DYANI DT

Korach argued that:
A Talis made entirely of Techelet is so holy it should not need tzitzit on the ends.

A house full of holy books is so holy that it should not need a Mezuzah on the door
post (There are 275 chapters in the 5 books of Moses)

A group of people who are completely holy should not need a leader.

It is not enough that inside a house is full of holy books. The holiness of the house
must be visible from the outside and therefore a Mezuzah is needed.



Korach Numl16:1:1

Now Korah, the son of Izhar, the son of Kohath, 172-12 DRP-12 NY-R .M NN
the son of Levi, with Dathan and Abiram, the '12--N79-[2 [IN] ,AX'IX 12 DY'ANL DT
sons of Eliab, and On, the son of Peleth, sons JAIRD

of Reuben, took men;

Now took Korah....

and Datan and Abiram and On

The Torah uses the work “took’ 1n the singular and not in the plural form to teach
that each person who opposed Moses did so on his own for his own personal reasons
and therefor has personal responsibility.

R Tvi Hirsh Kalischer
Torah Gems 3:77



Korach Num16:2:7-8

and they rose up in face of Moses, with certain X120 D'YINL NN 197 Mt A
of the children of Israel, two hundred and fifty ,TYIN 'R NTY 'N'W ,D'NINA1 D'YNN
men; they were princes of the congregation, .DY-"YIX
the elect men of the assembly, men of

renown;

The number 250 add to that Dathan, Aviram and On, son of Peleth — totals 253.

That is equivalent to a minor Sanhedrin from each of the eleven tribes 23 x 10 = 230
23

253.

This precise number of men were gathered by Korach to make his case against
Moshe and Aaron appear to have the power of law and justice.

Meam Loez 14:6



Korach Num16:2:13-14

and they rose up in face of Moses, with certain INIVW-12N D'YINL DY 119 Nl A
of the children of Israel, two hundred and fifty ,TYIN 'R NTY 'N'WY DI DN
men; they were princes of the congregation, .DY-1YIN
the elect men of the assembly, men of -
renown;

Men of renown

People who sought to become “men of renown” assuming that if Korah won the
leadership he would share power and wealth with them.

Kli Yakar
Torah Gems 3:82



Korach Num16:1:1-2

Now Korah, the son of Izhar, the son of Kohath, 172-12 DRP-12 NY-R .M NN
the son of Levi, with Dathan and Abiram, the '12--N79-[2 [IN] ,AX'IX 12 DY'ANL DT
sons of Eliab, and On, the son of Peleth, sons JAIRD

of Reuben, took men;

Korach and his associates had seen the advantages of the priesthood in Egypt.

Priests had great wealth and political influence. Korach and his followers wanted
that also. They thought that Moses, Aaron and his sons were after that also.

Lessons to learn.

There is a fine line between goals and greed. If we are not content with what we
have and try too hard to get more, we may lose it all.

Study Bible



Korach Num16:3:12-14

and they assembled themselves together DY NN DR-2Y1 NWn-RY 17071 A
against Moses and against Aaron, and said
unto them: 'Ye take too much upon you, seeing
all the congregation are holy, every one of DIN 707-2Y INWIDR VI )R
them, and the LORD is among them;

wherefore then lift ye up yourselves above the

assembly of the LORD?"

DDINM ,D'YTR D72 NTYN-72 '9--0D7-10

In Korach’s claim that all the Israelites are Holy because they all heard God’s word
on Mt. Sinai the word “holy” is spelled ‘kedoshim’ without the ‘vov’. This absent
‘voVv’ signifies that Korach was not sincere. His motive was self aggrandizement.

Rokeach pl101



Korach Numl16:4:1

And when Moses heard it, he fell upon his 119-7V 791 ,nYn YNyl T

—
face.

And Moshe heard and fell on his face

And Moshe heard. Why does the Torah tell us this? We knew that Korach and his

followers were addressing Moshe it is obvious that Moshe heard what they said.

It may mean to tell us that even though they had not finished and fully spelled out
their complaints Moshe heard and understood all the implications from their
brief presentation.

Moshe was accused of raising himself up above the other people so he showed that
on the contrary, he humbled himself equal to the dust of the earth, like a
slave prostrating himself before a master.

He fell down
1. to think
2. to gain inspiration
3. to give Korach a chance to repent.

Or HaChayim 1503



Korach Num16:5:8

And he spoke unto Korah and unto all his company,
saying: 'In the morning the LORD will show who are
His, and who is holy, and will cause him to come near
unto Him; even him whom He may choose will He
cause to come near unto Him.

WA KT LINTY-72-7X1 DAp-7R AT N
AN L YITED-NK] 7-WR-NR NN VT
|'I?N A'y/! ,|3.-1|:]3_' ']Ejl{ NKI ’IIIZN

In the morning when the sun rises...

In regards to Korach the sun and the moon said to God, “If you act justly toward
Moshe we will continue to shine, but if you do not we will not shine”.

We must remember that God made two large lights (Gen 1:16) they quarraled. The
moon complained that two equals cannot rule the sky. So God told the moon to
diminish itself since it was jealous of the sun. The sun and moon continue to appear
before the world to remind people of what happens if you are jealous. If Korach is
not punished the lesson the sun and moon could teach is not followed. Therefore to
justify their existence and purpose they must demand that Korach’s jealous actions
be punished, and God did so.

Mean Loez 14:16



Korach Num16:5:8

And he spoke unto Korah and unto all his company,
saying: 'In the morning the LORD will show who are
His, and who is holy, and will cause him to come near
unto Him; even him whom He may choose will He
cause to come near unto Him.

72 ,NNRT LINTY-72-9X1 NPR-7X 12T N
AN LYITED-NN] 7-YWR-NX DN YT
1IN AN LN YK DR IMIN

Morning

It does not actually say tomorrow morning just morning.

Implying that just as God designated what should be morning so he has designated
who should be Kohen Gadol and one is as immutable as the other.

Meam Loez 14:13

Made them wait the night to see the sun and moon to learn the lesson of jealousy.



Korach Num16:6:3-4

This do: take you censors, Korah, and all his ANTY-721 N ,NiRNN 0D7-1N7 WY ,NNT |
company;

Take for yourselves firepans

Moses gave Korach and his followers a challenge that had the potential of death.

Take the fire pans — they knew that Nadov and Avihu had died when they brought
unauthorized fire. They were challenged to prove that their fire was accepted or they
could expect to die. Moshe hoped this threat would cause them to withdraw from
the rebellion.

Stone 822



Korach Numl6:7:11-14

and put fire therein, and put incense upon them 197 MOF NV M'YI UK D1 T
before the LORD to-morrow; and it shall be that the
man whom the LORD doth choose, he shall be holy;

ye take too much upon you, ye sons of Levi.' A% 02 ,007-20 (WiTEn KD

NN INU-YK WIRD D00 DI

Commentators point out that there were actually three quarrels suggested by the three

words for quarrel.

1. 16:1 and he rebelled relates to Korach who felt he should be in place of Aaron.

2. 16:2 and they rose up in confrontation refers to the tribe of Reuvan who as first
born of Yaakov felt their tribe should be the priests as their ancestral birthright.

3. 16:3 and they demonstrated. This relates to the 250 men who were all first born
and felt they should continue to be designated to perform the holy service.

Moses' answer:
16:5:9-13 - tomorrow God will show who is His i.e., who He wants as high priest.
16:5:14-15 - who is holy can present offerings to Him that is on the next day God will
reveal who is consecrated to Him, the Levites or the first born.
16:5:16-17 - God shall choose who shall bring offerings to Him i.e., He will choose
between the tribes of Reuben or Levi.
Meam Loez 14:8
Meam Loez 14:11



Korach Numl16:7:1-3

and put fire therein, and put incense upon them 1197 MO [D™7Y N'YI YUK D214 T
before the LORD to-morrow; and it shall be that the NN IN-IYR WD DT 00 !
man whom the LORD doth choose, he shall be holy; ' ' _.||7' ,53 D27-11 ';w'l"r,'-m N-Iﬁ
ye take too much upon you, ye sons of Levi.' T T

place fire on them

is to be read with the intonation ‘pazer gadol’ “with an inflection of consternation”.

Moses challenged them to this test of fire.

Meam Loez 14:13



Korach Numl16:8:1-4

And Moses said unto Korah: 'Hear now, ye sons M7 172 ,K-1VNY TNR-IX NN NN N
of Levi:

And Moshe said to Korach listen to me please children of Leuvi.

Moshe first spoke to Korach - but when he saw that he was not answering him he
turned to the sons of Leuvi.
Meam Loez 14:15



Korach Num16:9:1-2

is it but a small thing unto you, that the God of XY 07X TN, 00N VYNNI L
Israel hath separated you from the ,DJNIX 2707 , 78 NTTYN DONX
congregation of Israel, to bring you near to ,NIN' YN NTAY-NX ,TAY7--1'"7X
Himself, to do the service of the tabernacle of .DNYY ,NTYN 197 ThyT

the LORD, and to stand before the
congregation to minister unto them;

“Is 1t not enough for you that God has separated you?”

In the form if a question.

Another rendering

“You are few in number because God chose you from the congregation of Israel to
bring you close to him to serve the ceremony of the Tabernacle and to stand before
the congregation and to sing for them”.

Another rendering

“It was because of your humility that God separated you to serve him and now you
are so brazen as to demand the priesthood?”

Meam Loez 14:17



Korach Num16:10:1-2

and that He hath brought thee near, and all thy AKX L'17-12 'NR-72-NNE L, ANK 2074
brethren the sons of Levi with thee? and will
ye seek the priesthood also?

.NIN-D2 ,DNYRM

He has brought you close and with all your brothers of the house of Levi.

In the last sentence Moshe speaks of “separation”, ‘hivdil’. It is a separation to
make special the Bnei Levi and bring them close to him. Here he speaks of, “to
bring near-close”, ‘lehakreiv’, it is a special elevation for the Kehatites.

And he uses the word ‘osechah’ to refer to Korach himself personally indicating that
all his brothers depend on Korach and look up to him. These are words of
conciliation.

Or HaChayim 1505



Korach Num16:11:6-7

Therefore thou and aII.thy company that are AIN-9Y D TYAN--NTY-9D] ADK DY XY
gathered together against the LORD--; and as

to Aaron, what is he that ye murmur against 1"y (12'91) D170 1D, RKIN-NN DX
him?'

Therefore you and all your company that are gathered against the Lord...

Their quarrel is not with Moshe and Aaron but with God. Moshe mentions this in
hopes that they may realize this and become afraid and not go through with the test
which could lead to their deaths.

Or HaChayim 1505



Korach Num16:12

And Moses sent to call Dathan and Abiram, the 12 DY'2AXTZI NT? NpY7 ,NYn N7¢4 A
sons of Eliab; and they said: 'We will not come N7Y1 N7 Nt aNIN
up;

And Moses sent to call Datan and Aviram

....who said, “we will not come up”.

How come Moshe could not succeed in bringing peace among the Israelites?
Because he did not go to them but sent to call for them to have them brought to him.

From this we learn that in a Bet-Din bailiffs are sent to call a person to court.

Reb Simcha Bunim of Pshische
BT Moed Katan 16a

Torah Gems 3:87

Torah Temimah Num p127



Korach Num16:12:8-10

And Moses sent to call Dathan and Abiram, the 12 DY'2AXTZI NT? NpY7 ,NYn N7¢4 A
sons of Eliab; and they said: 'We will not come N7Y1 N7 Nt aNIN
up,

And they said, “we will not go up”.

Everyone was at the same level and location.

There was no place to go up so they should have used the words, ‘lo neilech’ “We
will not go” - instead of ‘lo naaleh’.

Several interpretations

- “We see we are doomed we have no hope of going up from hell”.

- “We see that we will not go up to the Land of Israel”. Indeed, they did not go up
but descended alive into the pit (Rashi).

- Meam Loez 14:18



Korach Num16:13:4-7

is it a small thing that thou hast brought us up 270 NAT YINA 4N'7Y0 12 ,0YA0 A
out of a land flowing with milk and honey, to
kill us in the wilderness, but thou must needs
make thyself also a prince over us? JNNYN-DA

AY MDYN-'D NTA NNNNT U2

Is it not enough that you took us out of a land of milk and honey and brought us to
this desert.

It is the way of the wicked after all the oppression suffering and death of Egypt to
forget that. They describe the land of their servitude with the same words that God
had used to praise the Promised Land.

Stone p823



Korach Num16:14:11-13

Moreover thou hast not brought usintoaland  1anxQan ,wWaT 20 NIAT YIR-IX X7 QX T
flowing with milk and honey, nor given us
inheritance of fields and vineyards; wilt thou
put out the eyes of these men? we will not N7V1 N7--27n 000
come up.'

D'YIXD 2'VD ;D21 NTY N7M L 17-Dnl

You did not bring us to a land flowing with mild and honey or give us an inheritance
of fields and vineyards...do you think you can pull something over our
eyes we will not go up.

You gave us no inheritance of fields or vineyards yet you gave us many laws and
Mitzvot relating to them as if you already gave them to us. Do you think
you can fool us? That’s not the way to do things. First give us the
Inheritance of fields and vineyards and then make us responsible for them
according to the law.

Meam Loez 14:20



Korach Num16:15:7-10

And Moses was very wroth, and said unto the SR, DIN-7N N TR NG Nl 1o
LORD: 'Respect not Thou their offering; | have -
not taken one ass from them, neither have |

hurt one of them.' 00N TAX-NX ,'NVID N7 ' TIRY)

, 0NN TNX NN N7 ;0DNIN-7X |9

Do not turn to their gift offering

Moshe does not want the good that these evil people do to be rewarded. Yet he
knows that God will usually reward evil doers for the good they do here on earth so
they merit no reward in the next life.

Does Moses believe God will change the way He deals with people because he,
Moses tells him to change?

Yes. The power of the righteous can cancel merits of the wicked Sam Il 23:3.



Korach Num16:15:11-15

And Moses was very wroth, and said unto the SR, DIN-7N N TR NG Nl 1o
LORD: 'Respect not Thou their offering; | have
not taken one ass from them, neither have |

hurt one of them.' 00N TAX-NX ,'NVID N7 ' TIRY)

, 0NN TNX NN N7 ;0DNIN-7X |9

Not one ass (donkey) did | take from them.

King Ptolemy gathered 70 sages and put them into 70 chambers requiring each to
translate the Torah into Egyptian. When they came to this sentence each and every
one wrote - “Not one desirable object of theirs have I taken”, rather than use the
word ass or donkey.

BT Megillah 9a
Torah Temimah 4:128



Korach Num16:16:8-13

And Moses said unto Korah: '‘Be thou and all LANTY-721 NRAK ,MP-7X ,NYUN NN TO
thy congregation before the LORD, thou, and NN L[N DD NRX NN 97 10
they, and Aaron, to-morrow;

You will have to present yourselves before God together with Aaron.

These verses seem to be but a repetition of verses 6 + 7 but with an important
difference. Here Aaron is added. Had Aaron not been present and the Divine fire
not come they could say that there might have been no fire for Aaron either. It does
not prove that they are charlatons but with Aaron present all could see and compare
and the test would prove who was authentic. Moshe and Aaron or Korach and his
assembly.

Ramban
Stone p825
Meam Loez



Korach Num 16:16

Num 16:17
And Moses said unto Korah: '‘Be thou and all LANTY-721 NRAK ,MP-7X ,NYUN NN TO
thy congregation before the LORD, thou, and NN L[N DD NRX NN 97 10

they, and Aaron, to-morrow;

and take ye every man his fire-pan, and put
incense upon them, and bring ye before the
LORD every man his fire-pan, two hundred and
fifty fire-pans; thou also, and Aaron, each his
fire-pan.'

D'7Y DRNYM ,INDNND YR AN T
JMANN YR NIN! 1197 DRI, NN07
DX NAXI ;NANAN DMK D'WNN
ANnNN W'

Note: as opposed to the first sentence Num16:1, On ben Peleth is not mentioned here.

He listened to his wife. She reasoned, “now you have to follow Moshe. If Korach

wins you will have to follow Korach. In either case you are a follower you have not

improved your status, why get involved in their fight?” So as to not let them search the

house for her husband she showed herself busy combing her hair and the searchers

went away and On was saved from the punishment given to Korach and his followers.
Meam Loez 14:23



Korach Num16:19:1-3

And Korah assembled all the congregation
against them unto the door of the tent of
meeting; and the glory of the LORD appeared
unto all the congregation. {S}

78 ,NTYN-72-NX NP DY 7057 O
-72-7% ,NIN'-TIRD R TYIN 70K NND
{o} .nTWn

Then Korach gathered

rallied
assembled

Suggests that the people did not actually come forward enthusiastically. Korach had

to goad, incite, put pressure on the people to get them to join him in his campaign.

Meam Loez 14:23
Or HaChayim 1509



Korach Num16:21:1

'Separate yourselves from among this N7IK1 ;NINTD NTYN PN 17720 KD
congregation, that | may consume them in a V272 , 0NN
moment.'

Separate yourselves from this congregation.

Korah wished to cause a split in the camp and we are commanded to separate
ourselves from those who wish to split up the Jewish people. We are not told to keep
away from any other sinners in the Torah other than here where we are to stay away
from sinners who try to divide the congregation.

Torah Gems 3:89



Korach Num16:21:5-7

'Separate yourselves from among this N7OX1 ;IINTD DY AN 17720 XD
congregation, that | may consume them in a V212 ,0NKX
moment.'

And | will destroy them in an instant (in a second).

This seems harsh. All of the community did not join in the rebellion. Why destroy
them all? Even though they had not personally taken part in the insurrection the law
IS that when a person is in a position to protest evil and that person remains silent it
IS considered as if he himself had sinned. Therefore, all deserved to be punished.

Meam Loez 14:25



Korach Numl16:27:14-16

So they got them up frgm the dwelllng. of DXL DT N7-PYN 2un 7571 1
Korah, Dathan,_and Abiram, on every side; and NN9 ,0'2¥1 IXY! DYANI (D) 220N
Dathan and Abiram came out, and stood at the .090] ,001I2 DAWH ,D7DN

door of their tents, with their wives, and their
sons, and their little ones.

And their wives children and infants.

Rashi: come and see what a terrible sin dissension is that even children and infants
are punished.

How did Rashi know that they were punished? Here it mentions them in relationship
to “blaspheme and curse”. But since they have no understanding they could be
guilty of that so we must ascribe those children to the phrase, “the earth opened its
womb and swallowed them up” 1.e., punished them even though they are only
children and infants. That is how terrible the sin of dissension is.

Doron 195



Korach Num16:29:5-6

If these men die the common death of all men, ,N7X [INA! ,0TXN-72 NiNY-DX VD

and be visited after the visitation of all men, AN N9--DAYY TR ,DTND-9D DT
then the LORD hath not sent Me.

N7y

If, as all men, these die; if as the visitation of every man it be visited upon them
then the Lord has not sent me.

We learn from this phrase, “if as the visitation...”, that the Torah teaches us to visit
the sick. Resh Lakish learns from “if as the visitation...”, means that “just like all
men when 1ll are visited”, that 1s the usual and expected custom.

BT Nedarim 39b
Torah Temimah 4:129



Korach Num16:30:1-4

But if the LORD make a new thing, and the NNTXD NNYO! ,NIN' X NXM2-DXI YT
ground open her mouth, and swallow them ,0N7 TN-72-NXI DNN NY72 D'9-NIN
up, with all that appertain unto them, and they 1¥X1 '3 ,DRYTI--N7RY .00 1T
go down alive into the pit, then ye shall ANIN'-NX NIXD D'WWIRD
understand that these men have despised the

LORD."

But if God creates something entirely new

This is the test Moshe made for himself and for God. If they die b y some new
method created fresh by God then all will know that they provoked God.

This recalls God’s statement in KiThisa Ex34:10 “I will do miracles that have never
been brought into existence in all the world before™.

Meam Loez 14:29



Korach Num16:30:5-8

But if the LORD make a new thing, and the NNTXD NNY91 ,NIN' X NIXNA-DX1Y
ground open her mouth, and swallow them ,0N7 WWUK-72-NXI DNX NY721 2'9-NN
up, with all that appertain unto them, and they 1¥N1 D ,DRVT'I--N7RY 04N 1T
go down alive into the pit, then ye shall ANIN'-NX NZXD D'YIRD
understand that these men have despised the

LORD.'

And if the earth opens up its mouth

Here Moses is detailing the curses that will occur to Korach and his followers.
Instead of his usual effort to intercede with compassion on behalf of those who
sinned and rebelled. Why is Moses so harsh with Korach?

Korach had seen many examples of rebellion and punishment, the sons of Aaron,
Miriam, The Golden Calf and did not learn from those experiences.

Korach threatened the divine origin of the Torah, and the prophecy of Moses and
was able to convince 250 highly placed individuals. He threatened the peoplehood,
the basic tenants. So like a good doctor Moses, amputated the sick limb before it
could kill the entire patient. He acted compassionately in this way.

Meam Loez 14:35



Korach Num16:32:1-4

And the earth opened her mouth and DNKX V7201 ,0'9-NX YIXD NR9NI AT
swallowed them up, and their households, and
all the men that appertained unto Korah, and

all their goods. J12I0-79 NNI

,N77 WYX DTXN-72 NN ,DD'NA-NX|

And the earth opened her mouth.

They sinned with their mouths by making false accusation, and were punished
measure for measure so that the earth opened it’s mouth and swallowed them alive.

Torah Gems 3:90



Korach Num16:33:1-6

So they, and a.II that appert-alned to them, ‘NYNY--D"N 007 WK-ID] DD 1T AY
went down alive into the pit; and the earth
closed upon them, and they perished from 00 RN ATAN'L,YIXD DD'7Y 007l

among the assembly.

They fell down....alive

And they were lost to the community
Trapped alive lost to the community

Num 16:34
Hearing their voices
While standing above and hearing the voices of Korach, his men and their families
the Israelites feared... all these phrases support the idea they were swallowed alive
as It says in Num 16:30.

Meam Loez 14:31



Korach Num16:33:1,11-13

So they, and a.II that appert?ined to them, ‘NYNY--D"N 007 WK-ID] DD 1T AY
went down alive into the pit; and the earth —
closed upon them, and they perished from

among the assembly.

0R0 AN TN L, YIXD DY 00N

And they went down... and the earth covered them up

refers to this world.
And they were lost in the midst of the congregation refers to the next world.

Sanhedrin 108a
Torah Temimah 4:131



Korach Numl17:5:26-28

to be a memorial unto the children of Israel, to Q7'-N7 WX |]ynY v 2% 1naT N
the end that no common man, that is not of 'PPFNT7 ,NRIN DX VTN N7 YK T UK
the seed of Aaron, draw near to burn incense JNTYII NP N-N71 ;NN 9% , N0y
before the LORD; that he fare not as Korah, {0} .i7 NYN-T2 NIN' 12T KD

and as his company; as the LORD spoke unto
him by the hand of Moses. {P}

Through the hand of Moses to him

As God had told him “through the hand of Moshe”, signifying that anyone who
brings an unauthorized offering to God will be afflicted with the disease that afflicted
Moses' hand-leprosy. This occurred to Moses’ hand in Parshas Shemot and to King
Azzaria in 2 Kings 15.

Meam Loez 14:39



Korach Num17:11:23

And Moses said unto Aaron: 'Take thy fire-pan, NNNAD-NX NP ,[IDX-7X YN 1N X
and put fire therein from off the altar, and lay ,NN0)7 D'YI DATAND 7Un YUK R*7V-|N|
incense thereon, and carry it quickly unto the -1 10NV 1921 ,NTYN-7X NnN )7in|
congregation, and make atonement for them; 9230 700 ,NIN' 1970 q¥pn RY!

for there is wrath gone out from the LORD: the
plague is begun.'

The Ketzef - divine wrath

Virulent malignancies

Moshe told Aaron to take the fire pan of incense to the community for it had curative
powers.

Aaron was afraid to take the holy fire pan from the Alter outside the Sanctuary.

Meam Loez 14:42



Korach Numl17:13:1-5

And he stood between the dead and the living; ;000 ' ,0'NNA0N-|'2 TAY! A
and the plague was stayed. .N9anN ,IYVAI

He stood between the dead and the living.

He held the incense which had curative powers and this stopped the work of the
angel of death.

Meam Loez 14:42



Korach Numl17:13:6-7

And he stood between the dead and the living; ,0%0N ['21,0'NR0-'2 TRy Al
and the plague was stayed. .N9ANN ,XYNI

The incense had been involved in the death of Korah, Nadov and Avihu and the 250
others and the people might relate their death to some lethal property in the incense

itself. Therefore, God used the incense to stop the plague showing the people it was
not the incense but their sins which caused their death.

Meam Loez 14:43



Korach Numl7:14:2-3

Now they that died by the plague were
fourteen thousand and seven hundred,
besides them that died about the matter of .N7-127-7V , 0NN TAYN--NINN YA
Korah.

;97X YWY NY2IX ,N9R2 D'NAD LN T

The number of people who died in the plague was 14,700

There had been 4 different contenders for the priesthood.

First born - Before the sin of the Golden Calf it was the first born who brought the
offering and suspected that when Moses transferred their function to the
Levites he did so because the Levites were his tribe.

The Levites - Since they were all Levites like Aaron they felt they should all be
priests like Aaron.

Dathan and Aviram believed the birth right belonged to them because they were
descended from the first born Reuben who should have had the privileges
of the birthright.

Korah - demanded the priesthood since he was a Levite and a first born.



Korach Num17:17:7

nYN DAXN N7 L7XY! -7 AT T
T N7 DRX'YI-7 XN X N7 NYn
,NY-NX Y'X NivN YWY D"JY--DNIAN

ANVN-72Y ANON

'Speak unto the children of Israel, and take of
them rods, one for each fathers' house, of all
their princes according to their fathers' houses,
twelve rods; thou shalt write every man's
name upon his rod.

Korach and his followers complained that Aaron was appointed High Priest. God
sent an earthquake and then a plague but the BY still complained. God sent a miracle
and Aaron’s rod sprouted flowers and it was known to all that he was the designated

one.

So also in the land of Israel. The Christians sent the crusaders but they never
succeeded in colonizing it with a Christian population. The Moslems had control for
centuries and it remained a wasteland. Turkey and Britian failed. Europe colonized
the entire world but made no progress in Israel. Only the Jews made her blossom.
Proof from the Torah as to who should be viewed as the rightful owner

Rav Yosef Dov Soloveitchick
Kollel Torah Mitzion



Korach Numl17:17:7,18

Speak unto the children of Israel, and take .of them AUN NVYN DDXN NPl 7KW 2-9N 12T T
rods, one for each fathers' house, of all their princes —

according to their fathers' houses, twelve rods; thou D'IY--DNAX N'A7 DN'YI-72 NXN IR N'AY
shalt write every man's name upon his rod.

ANYN-7Y ANDN L INY-NX YN Nivn Yy

Rods - Staff

It’s plural form can be spelled with or without the vov.

- Without the vov it refers to the staffs of Pharaoh’s sorcerers which were swallowed
by Aaron’s Staff Ex 7:12.

- Just as Aaron’s staff swallowed theirs there, his staff swallowed Korach’s tribal
leaders staffs here.

- In the morning it disgorged them and they blossomed. Therefore, when speaking
of the staffs before they were placed in the Mishkan the words ‘matos and
matocham’ are spelled full. All staffs were equal. Afterword, they are spelled
without the ‘vov’ referring to the swallowed staffs.

Baal HaTurim
Kestenbaum 353



Korach Numl7:27:7-11

And the children of Israel spoke unto Moses, |0 NKT NYN-7X,7 W 2 NNt T
saying: 'Behold, we perish, we are undone, we — A1TAN 1172 ,TAN 12V1
are all undone.

We perish
We are lost
We are all lost

Rather than being redundant Onkelos interprets the three expressions as references to
the three different kinds of punishment that has occurred:

swallowed by the earth 5
consumed by fire 250
perish by the plague 14,700

Stone p831



Korach Num 17:27:7-11

Num 17:28:7
And the children of Israel spoke unto Moses, |0 NKT NYN-7X,7 W 2 NNt T
saying: 'Behold, we perish, we are undone, we — A1TAN 1172 ,12TAN 12VI2

are all undone.

Every one that cometh near, that cometh near TMAY AN PYN-YX 1770 1770 75 Nd
unto the tabernacle of the LORD, is to die; shall — {0} .yiay /N7 DX
we wholly perish?' {S} S '

We are going to die
We will be destroyed
We are doomed to die

The people reiterate the recent tragedies. The death of Korach and his 252
compatriots. The death of 14,700 in the plague and now all who approach this site
of holiness to perform the sacred service will die.

Meam Loez 14:51



Korach Num18:9:16-18

This shall be thine of the most holy things, UXD-[N ,D'YTED UTER 37 n-NT 0
reserved from the fire: every offering of theirs, ,DNRVN-70'71 DNNIN-707 DIAZ-72
even every meal-offering of theirs, and every D'YUTR WUTP--'7 12! UK DRYUKR-7D71
sin-offering of theirs, and every guilt-offering "2 NN 7

of theirs, which they may render unto Me,
shall be most holy for thee and for thy sons.

Which they will return to me

Rashi: this refers to property robbed (stolen) from a proselyte - a person who
converted to Judaism. How does Rashi know that the property belonged to a
proselyte?

Because a convert is considered not to have any relatives from before the
conversion. So if he did not marry a Jewess and/or have children, all he possesses
reverts back to God, the original owner of all things.

Doron 196



Korach Num18:15-:14-15

Every thing that openeth the womb, of all flesh 12MP-YR WWA-707 DN WW9-72 10
which they offer unto the LORD, both of man and AN ) 7-NI--NNN221 DTN ,NIN'Y
beast, shall be thine; howbeit the first-born of man -1102 NXIL,OTXD DA NXL,NTON NTY
shalt thou surely redeem, and the firstling of unclean ANTON ,NAXAVD NRNAN

beasts shalt thou redeem.

Pidyon Haben — Peter Rechem — are obligations on the father not the mother to redeem by
giving a gift to the Kohanim when the male child or animal is one month old. It
first becomes required at 29 Y2 days of age.

- Therefore it is usually done on the 315t day, — to be sure he is at least 29 % days old
because if done before he would not ‘be yotzie’, have fulfilled his obligation,

- Timing - What if the 315t day falls on Sabbath or Yom Tov?

- Kitzir Shulchan Orech — advises that it be done immediately, do not “delay”, ‘lehachis’, the
Mitzvah, but don’t do it on the Sabbath. Wait till Sunday or Yom Tov or Yom Tov
Sheni because it is like business involving money, You can’t redeem Kodshim on
Shabbos but if you did do it it would be legal but we would fine the father and the
Kohen.

Also, it is not to be done at night. We need the extra 12 hours. But if it falls on Sabbath do it

Sat night But there are reasons not to do it at night:

1. You can’t publicize the Mitzvah.
2. Can’t redeem Kodshim at night.
Answer: do it on Motzoi Shabbos or wait for Sunday AM - like for circumcision.



Korach Numl18:17:2,5,8

But the firstling of an ox, or the firstling of a 1iDQ-IK QWD NDQA-IR VYDA AR T
sheep, or the firstling of a goat, thou shalt not 7ITR ONT-NX DN YUT7--NT9N N7 ,TY
redeem; they are holy: thou shalt dash their NYN--1'OPR DA7N-NNT ,NATAN-7Y
blood against the altar, and shalt make their fat NIN'7 ,nh N7

smoke for an offering made by fire, for a sweet
savour unto the LORD.

But the first born of an ox or the first born of a sheep or the first born of a goat.

Certain letters take a dagesh (dot) if they are the first letter of a word i.e., bais,
gimmel, daled, kuf, peh, tof ‘Beged Kapas’.

But not if they are in the middle of a phrase and the letter before is an aleph, heh,
VoV or yud.

Therefore the first bais (bechor) gets a dot .
the second does not - it follows a vov
and the third does not - it also follows a vov.
Kestenbaum 355



Korach Num18:19:16-17

All the heave-offerings of the holy things, -1 1N YK ,0'YTEN NRINR 75 Ot
which the children of Israel offer unto the A'NA271 79271 7 'An--nInt? Y
LORD, have | given thee, and thy sons and thy NIN D71y N7 N2 :0%7iv-pn7 QN
daughters with thee, as a due for ever; it is an QRN QYITH A7 NIt 1199

everlasting covenant of salt before the LORD
unto thee and to thy seed with thee.'

Salt like covenant

Because salt never spoils it is a symbol of indestructability.
God tells the Kohanim that his covenant with them is eternal.

Rashi
Stone 835



Korach Num18:20:6-7

And the LORD said unto Aaron: 'Thou shalt N7 DYIND L, ODR-7X DN NN D
have no inheritance in their land, neither shalt X :DDINA 7 n-N7 L7701 ,70IN
thou have any portion among them; | am thy {o} .7xaw' na qina ,an'7nal RN

portion and thine inheritance among the
children of Israel. {S}

You will have no inheritance

This was a method to prevent the priestly class from accumulating material things
and thereby avoid corruption.



Korach Num18:21:6

And unto the children of Levi, behold, | have XY WYYN-72 ' NI L7 1271 KD

given all the tl.the |n.IsraeI for an inheritance, in TN 072V DR-IYK DDTAY 970 ,n7019
return for their service which they serve, even

the service of the tent of meeting.

JTYin 70X N1y

Maaser - tithe

1/10% of all crops must be given to the Levites.

1. In exchange for the service that they perform in the Mishkan.

2. In exchange for the fact that they received no land as a heritage.
3. The Levites must give to the Kohanim 1/10t™ of their 10t™.

Kestenbaum 355



Korach Num18:26:22-24

'‘Moreover thou shalt speak unto the Levites, -1 ,0N7X NN QTR DY70-7X1 1D
and say unto them: When ye take of the WYX WYYNRD-NX 7X1W-12 DX 1NN
children of Israel the tithe which | have given DNNIDI--DON7N1 ,0AXNA D)7 'MN)
you from them for your inheritance, then ye AYYNRD-N YyYn NN NndiNn AN

shall set apart of it a gift for the LORD, even a
tithe of the tithe.

You must separate from it an elevated gift to God a tithe of the tithe.

Note the system of choosing the tithe. The cattle would enter an enclosure. Nine
would be let out and the 10" marked. The tithed one, the gift to God, exited last.
Therefore, we see Levi counting backward from Benjamin the 10" son. His tribe is
the tribe consecrated to God.

Meam Loez 14:63



Korach Num18:28:14,19-20

Thus ye also shall set apart a gift unto the 7510 ,NIN' NNINRA ,DNN-D2 1NN |2 ND
LORD of all your tithes, which ye receive of the SN A NXN NP YK ,D)'MYYN
children of Israel; and thereof ye shall give the [A0X7 ,NIN' ININA-NX 127N DRNM
gift which is set apart unto the LORD to Aaron IhER
the priest.

And you shall give to Aaron the Kohen

Future tense.

Terumah only possible in Eretz Israel.

Aaron died before reaching Eretz Israel.

This sentence suggests that Aaron will be alive again so that he can be given the
Terumah and that when resurrected he will engage in bodily functions i.e., eating and
drinking.

R Yishmoel does not use this sentence to prove resurrection but to suggest that you

must give your Terumah only to a Kohen who is like Aaron in meticulous
observance of Terumah law.

Sanhedrin 90b2



Korach Num18:31:3-4

And ye may eat it in every place, ye and your DRX ,DiPN-702 iNK DN7ONI N7
households; for it is your reward in return for DONTAY 970,007 Nin 1pY-'2 0N
your service in the tent of meeting. STyin 70ka
Everywhere

The Levite tithe is not required to be kept in a state of spiritual purity. It has no
sanctity because it is a wage therefore, it can be eaten anywhere even in a cemetery

Or HaChayim
Stone p837



Chukas (39)
Numbers 19:1



Chukath Num19:1

And the LORD spoke unto Moses and unto ANKY? PNOXR-IX NYN-9X NI TN
Aaron, saying:

4 parashiot in a row dealing with leaders sinning with their mouths.

Behaalosicah - Miriam - was critical of Moshe.

Shlach Lecha - Spies - were critical of the Land of Canaan.

Korach - Korach and his men of reknown - were critical of Moshe and his
leadership.

Chukas - Moshe - was critical of the people when he called the children of Israel
rebels and said, “shall we obtain water from this stone”.



Chukas Num19:2:14-15

This is the statute of the law which the LORD NIN! NIX-IYX ,NMIND NN NINT 2
hath commanded, saying: Speak unto the

children of Israel, that they bring thee a red
heifer, faultless, wherein is no blemish, and ,D1N A2-'X WX RN NRTX N9
upon which never came yoke.

AN NP LKW 2-7X AT kY

SV ,0"Y N7Y-NT7 WK

The red cow came to atone for the sin of the Golden Calf,
Red - sin
No yoke - symbolizes a sinner who knows no restraint or control over his actions.
Burned - like the calf
Gold -
Cedarwood - tall and haughty
Hyssop - lowly like grass
Rashi
Stone 839



Chukath Num19:2:1-3

This is the statute of the law which the LORD NIN! NIX-IYX ,NMIND NN NINT 2
hath commanded, saying: Speak unto the

children of Israel, that they bring thee a red
heifer, faultless, wherein is no blemish, and ,D1N A2-'X WX RN NRTX N9
upon which never came yoke.

AN NP, IRY 2-7X 02T KT

AV, 07V N7Y-N7 WK
This is the decree of the Torah

Even in performing those commandments which a person believes he understands
i.e., a ‘“mishpat’ that seems so straight forward and obvious that logic requires that
they be upheld, they must be performed like a ‘chok’ with a sublimation of man’s
ego - lItis to be performed because God ordered it not because it is logical. Once
the logical rule is mentioned in the Torah it has an alltogether different importance.

For example, we don’t avoid murder because logically it is bad and dangerous i.e., if
we kill, others will also kill, no, we don’t murder because God said in the Torah,
“thou shalt not murder”.

Meam Loez 14:XIl Intro



Chukath Num19:2:14-15

This is the statute of the law which the LORD
hath commanded, saying: Speak unto the
children of Israel, that they bring thee a red_
heifer, faultless, wherein is no blemish, and
upon which never came yoke.

NIN' NIX-IYX MM NN NNT A
AIRANP' IR 127 12T DN
, 010 P2-'X WYX AN NNTX N9

2V ,0M"Y NY-N7 WK

The red heifer

Comes to atone for the Golden Calf (Rashi) since the sin of the golden calf was
caused by a lack of faith the way to atone for this sin is by going to the other extreme

by obeying a commandment, a chok, whose fulfillment depends solely and entirely
on faith.

Torah Gems 3:98
also Rabbi Tendler
Los Angelos June 22, 2002



Chukas Numl19:2:2:14-15

This is the statute of the law which the LORD NINL MXYR MG Nigh KT 2

hath commanded, saying: Speak unto the AR ANZY 7KW 29K 12T Ky
children of Israel, that they bring thee a red
heifer, faultless, wherein is no blemish, and

upon which never came yoke. AV, 0"y N7Y-N7 WWiN

The Red Cow

, 010 N2-['R YK AMHN ATX N9

The ‘lav’, “prohibition”, of the Red Cow is the quintessential ‘chok’ of the Torah. It
IS beyond human understanding.

It’s ashes purify those who are contaminated yet contaminate those who prepare it.
There are examples where good people came from bad people:

I.e. Abraham from Terach

Ezekiel from Ahaz

Josiah from Ammon

An essential component of wisdom is the fact that our lack of understanding does not
Invalidate or make untrue the item in question.

Stone 838



Chukath Num19:2:14-15

This is the statute of the law which the LORD NIN! NIX-IYX ,NMIND NN NINT 2
hath commanded, saying: Speak unto the

children of Israel, that they bring thee a red
heifer, faultless, wherein is no blemish, and ,D1N A2-'X WX RN NRTX N9
upon which never came yoke.

AN NP LKW 2-7X AT kY

AV, 07V N7Y-N7 WK
The red cow

The secret of the red cow was withheld even from the wisest of all, King Solomon.
He says in Ecclesiastes 7:23, “I said I will be wise but it was far from me”. The
words “it is far from me”, “Yehi Rechokah’, has the same numerical value as parah
adumah, 341.

\Vov-6 heh-5 yud-10 aleph-1 resh-200 ches-8 vov-6 kof-100 heh-5 = 341
peh-80 Resh-200 heh-5 aleph-1 daled-4 vov-6 mem-40 heh-5 = 341

Meam Loez 14:70



Chukas Numl19:2:1-3

This is the statute of the law which the LORD nIN! NIX-IYX ,NIND NN NNT 2
hath commanded, saying: Speak unto the

children of Israel, that they bring thee a red
heifer, faultless, wherein is no blemish, and ,01N AA-'X YN NN NATX N9
upon which never came yoke.

AN NP, IRY 2-7X 02T KT

AV 0"y nY-N7 Uix

This is the decree of the Torah.

Why is this particular Mitzvah regarding the red heifer given this strong statement?
Rashi states it is because the reason for the Mitzvah of the red heifer is beyond
human understanding and yet Rashi right away offers a reason for the red heifer
namely, it is a sin offering to attain forgiveness for the worship of the Golden Calf.
Is this not contradictory? Not really. The worship of the Golden Calf resulted from
the misapplication of human logic. Moshe did not return precisely at the time he
was expected. People argued that logically no human could live up on a mountain
for 40 days without food and water and therefore logic tells us he is dead. The red
heifer teaches us to observe Mitzvot that are beyond our understanding and therefore
we observe because it was decreed by God. Thus, it teaches us to do opposite of
what was done by the Golden Calf.

Twerski 323



Chukath Num19:3:2,7,12

And ye shall give it unto Elgazar the priest, and NN 3090 ITYR-9X ,ADK DANM A
it shall be brought forth without the camp, and —
it shall be slain before his face. 1197 ADR LOYI ,NINA?7 YINN-7X ANX

And you shall give it to Elazar.

Why repeat the word ‘0sah’, “it”?

The rabbi’s in BT Yoma 42 suggest that the extra word comes to teach us that in
future generations a common priest will be authorized to perform this service and
that it is not only done by the high priest or his deputy. Also, only it should be taken
out; another animalis not to be taken out or slain with the red heifer.

BT Yoma 42b
Torah Temimah Num 157



Chukas Num19:3:3-4

And ye shall give her unto Elazar the priest,
and she shall be brought forth without the
camp, and she shall be slain before his face. 11197 ANK LNOY] ,NINAT7 YINN-7X ANN

N'XIN] ;090 TYIR-7X ,ANK DRNM A

To Elazar

Why not to Aaron?

In view of Aaron’s role in making the Golden Calf it would not be proper that he be
Involved in the service of the Red Heifer.

Rambam
Stone 839



Chukas Numl19:3:1-4

And ye shall give her unto Elazar the priest,
and she shall be brought forth without the
camp, and she shall be slain before his face. 11197 ANK LNOY] ,NINAT7 YINN-7X ANN

N'XIN] ;090 TYIR-7X ,ANK DRNM A

To Elazar the (deputy) priest

Just as this task was given to Elazar and not Aaron to perform because we “can’t
allow the prosecutor (Aaron who made the calf) to become the counselor for the
defense”. So too we should not have chosen a Red “Calf” instead of a cow to serve
as an atonement. Since the calf was the cause of the sin it should serve as the
atonement.

Rashi
Doron p199



Chukath Num19:4:13-14

And Eleazar the priest shall take of her blood JIVAYNA--ANTA L[DOD TYIX N2 T
with his finger, and sprinkle of her blood --ANTA ,TYIN-70K 119 N1-78 NNl
toward the front of the tent of meeting seven .0MYy9 vy
times.

Seven times

- This must be done specifically in all its detalls.
- Take the blood 19:4:1-4
- With his finger - not a vessel 19:4:5.
- Sprinkle - not pour 19:4:6.
- Opposite the front of the tent of meeting 19:4:7-11.
This was a sin offering so it requires an orientation to the north
- Seven times - not more or less.
- This is as with all sin offerings.

- Rashi on Menachot 27b
- Torah Temimah Num 15a



Chukath Num19:5:1,13

And the heifer shall be burnt in his sight; her NN MV-NIX 1'YT7 ,MI9D-NX QYWI N
skin, and her flesh, and her blood, with her
dung, shall be burnt.

YW AYI9-7Y ,ART-NKRI AW

Mentions, “shall be burnt”, twice in the same sentence.

To teach us that there are two ways in which this burning could take place.
One can burn the heifer while it is whole or after it has been skinned and
cutup.

Another interpretation is that just as any double wording emphasizes the action so
here ‘burn 1t shall be burned’, means all of it, do not miss even part of its
hair or skin the size of an olive. All of it must be burned.

Rambam Hilchot Parah Aduma
Or HaChayim 1536



Chukas Num19:13:3-5

Whosoever toucheth the dead, even the body
of any man that is dead, and purifieth not
himself--he hath defiled the tabernacle of the NNII--KAY DIN! PYN-NX ,KUNDD! N7
LORD--that soul shall be cut off from Israel;
because the water of sprinkling was not
dashed against him, he shall be unclean; his 12 InRQY ,TiIV--DI KDY L1M7y
uncleanness is yet upon him.

NNI-IYX DTND WD) NNA YIn-72 ar

POT-N7 DT M D 7w NINn YWioan

A dead body in the soul of man.

R Akiva says, this refers to a dead fetus in its mother’s womb.

Chullin 72a



Chukath Num19:14:7-13

This is the law: when a man dieth in a tent, 70K NN 0T ,NMINND ,NNT T
every one that cometh into the tent, and every , 7NN TYN-721 70RND-7X NAN-7D
thing that is in the tent, shall be unclean seven .0M' NYAY XNu!
days.

Everyone who comes into the tent and everything which is already inside the tent...

Mentioned twice to teach that anyone who enters the tent entirely with his whole
body is defiled and the second time to teach us that if any part of a person enters the
tent the person is defiled.

Or HaChayim 1537



Chukath Num19:16:12-13

And whosoever in the open field toucheth one 1N-7702 ,NTWN 119-7V Va-ux 71 TO
that is slain with a sword, or one that dieth of

himself, or a_ bone of a man, or a grave, shall be
unclean seven days. .0OM! NYQY

,RQY!--1]j7] IN,DTX DYYQ-IK , NN iR

Or a bone of a man

The material of a dead body causes uncleanliness whether moist or dry (bone).

Niddah 55a
Except for teeth, nails and hair
I.e., all items which he is born with and do not regenerate cause uncleanliness if the
person died and we touch them.
Exceptions are:
Teeth - not created with him
Hair and nails - created with him but then regenerate.

Torah Temimah Num168



Chukath Num 20:1:2-5

And the children of Israel, even the whole
congregation, came into the wilderness of Zin
in the first month; and the people abode in NN YTR DY QYL [IWRID WTN2
Kadesh; and Miriam died there, and was
buried there.

X-02TN NTYN-72 TXIYI-10 AN N

.0Y NNl 0N DY

The whole congregation

Whenever the Torah uses the term or ‘kul haedah’, or ‘bnei yisroel’, as it does here,
It indicates the people were on a very high moral and ethical level.

The word ‘am’, 1s suggestive of bad or rebellious behavior.

Here, the Torah wants to tell us that the people were on high level and that it is
blameworthy for Moshe to refer to them as “listen you rebellious people”. This
explains why Moshe was punished for losing his temper and calling the Israelites by
this pejorative adjective.

Or HaChayim 1539



Chukath Num 20:1:13-17

And the children of Israel, even the whole ,X-12TN NTYN-72 X0 1IN N
congregation, came into the wilderness of Zin NNNI;YTRA ,DYD QY7 L [IYRID UTNA
in the first month; and the people abode in .0Y 12PNl ,0NN DY

Kadesh; and Miriam died there, and was
buried there.

And Miriam died there and was buried there.

The verse contains an apparently superfluous word ‘sham’. This directs us to the
same superfluous word ‘sham’ Num 20:28:13 regarding the death of Aaron and also
In

Deut 34:5 for the death of Moses. The word ‘sham’ that all have in common
suggests a similarity in their deaths. Just as Aaron and Moshe died with a Kkiss of
God so did Miriam. It is not written out here for it was not considered respectful to
speak of God kissing Miriam.

Rashi
Doron 200



Chukath Num20:1:13-15

And the children of Israel, even the whole ,X-12TN NTYN-72 X0 1IN N
congregation, came into the wilderness of Zin NNAL ;YT ,0Y0 YL JIURID WTha
in the first month; and the people abode in .0Y 12PNl ,0NN DY

Kadesh; and Miriam died there, and was
buried there.

And Miriam died there

Why does the death of Miriam come right after the commandment of the red cow?
The red cow brings purification to persons defiled by touching a dead body.
It was thought to also bring cleansing to the people from the sin of the Golden Calf.

The death of a righteous person like Miriam also brings forgiveness to the people as
implied by the words, “all the congregation™ i.e., those who are left are the
congregation, the others had been punished and the remaining people are the
forgiven ones.

Meam Loez 14:79



Chukath Num 20:1:13-15

And the children of Israel, even the whole ,X-12TN NTYN-72 X0 1IN N
congregation, came into the wilderness of Zin NNNI;YTRA ,DYD QY7 L [IYRID UTNA
in the first month; and the people abode in .0Y 12PNl ,0NN DY

Kadesh; and Miriam died there, and was
buried there.

The fact that the Torah descries Miriam’s death and immediately follows with her
funeral without a word about anyone mourning her can be explained. When Miriam
died the well stopped yielding water. It had given water by her good influence and
when she died, it stopped. The people were so thirsty their minds were preoccupied
with their thirst and therefore they did not pay Miriam the respect she deserved.

Or HaChayim 1539



Chukath Num 20:2:1-5

And there was no water for the congregation; 2y 4901 ;NTYY ,0'0 N7 A
and they assembled themselves together
against Moses and against Aaron.

JODKR-7V] NYn

And the people did not have water so they complained.

Immediately — the next word. Note that the people, instead of mourning the loss of
Miriam and/or consoling her bereaved brothers, the people acted selfishly and
complained about their lack of water. They came en-mass, as a group not to pay
respect, but to complain. That is why Moshe refers to them as “rebels”.

Meam Loez 14:79
Meam Loez 14:102



Chukath Num20:3:1

And the people strove with Moses, and spoke, L2NNT7 NNNYL NYN-DY ,0Yn Q)Y A
saying: 'Would that we had perished when our

brethren perished before the LORD! NN 1197 11'0X V1A 112 17)

The people protest and almost repeat the sins of the previous generation. This time:
They did not complain about meat.
They did not complain about the bland taste of manna.
They did not ask to be taken back to Egypt.

They only meant that Moshe could have led them through a route that would have
given them a basic necessity — watetr.

God does not punish those who have a legitimate complaint even when they voice it
In a provocative fashion.

Or HaChaim
Stone 843



Chukath Num20:8:22,24-25

'Take the rod, and assemble the congregation,
thou, and Aaron thy brother, and speak ye
unto the rock before their eyes, that it give ,

forth its water; and thou shalt bring forth to Y1Q0-In DI DR7 XY ;1M Ijjm
them water out of the rock; so thou shalt give OVYNR| WIVR-NR D7)
the congregation and their cattle drink.’

NDX NTYD-NX 70701 ,NYAD-NX N7 N
,00"2'YY7 V700-7% DDNAT ,A'NX DX

And... their animals

9 ¢¢

Here in God’s command to Moses to bring water to the people, the word ‘et’ “and”,
separates assembly from animals. However it does not occur in verse 4 when the
people ask for water. They equate the human need for water to be first like the
animal need for water but God did not want that. God wanted there to be a
difference between the physical needs of man and beasts.

Moshe was to have elevated the people by speaking to the rock. That did not happen
so in verse Il we see that water came to the people and to the animals without the
word ‘et’.

Meshech Chochma
Stone p844



Chukath Num20:8:1-3

‘Take the rod, and assemble the congregation,

NAX NTYD-NX 7001 ,NYAD-NX N2 N
thou, and Aaron thy brother, and speak ye

unto the rock before their eyes, that it give ,D')'V7 V700-78 DN2T ,A'NX DN
forth its water; and thou shalt bring forth t(? V700-0 DM DAY DRYIN MM Dl
them water out of the rock; so thou shalt give

the congregation and their cattle drink.' .DYVA-NXI NTYD-NX D'Ynl

Take the staff....

God’s command to Moshe to “take the staff”, is pointed to by some as creating the
confusion that led Moshe to use it to hit, rather than to speak, to the rock and
ameliorates Moshe’s sin since why would he need the staff if he was not going to use
It?

However, it Is pointed out that he needs the staff because this staff has power over
water. It was used to dry up the sea causing It to split and it is to be used now as
Moses speaks to the rock to bring forth water.

Meam Loez 14:85



Chukath Num20:8:21-25

'Take the rod, and assemble the congregation,
thou, and Aaron thy brother, and speak ye
unto the rock before their eyes, that it give
forth its water; and thou shalt bring forth to
them water out of the rock; so thou shalt give
the congregation and their cattle drink.'

NAX NTYD-NX 70701 ,NPAD-NX N7 N
,00"'YY7 V720078 DDIAT NN DK
,Y70D-0 D' D7 DRXINI ;MM D))
.DY'VA-NXI NTYD-NX D'

So you will give the congregation and their animals drink.

We learned in Deut 11 to feed our animals before ourselves here we learn to give
drink to people before animals.

Torah Gems 3:104



Chukath Num20:11:7

And Moses lifted up his hand, and smote the
rock with his rod twice; and water came forth
abundantly, and the congregMdrank, and
their cattle. {S}

V'700-NX 1 LiT-NX NYn DY X
NYN] ,0'20 D' IRY! ;D'MY9--1INYNA
{o} .01 nTYR

Apparently there 1s a difference in the geological composition of a ‘Tsur’ - stone, vs
a ‘Selah’, stone.

The Selah contains water within it and the water can be extracted for use.

The word ‘mayim’, water, is contained within the spelled out letters of the word
‘Selah’. Samach

lamud the my m spells ‘mayim’ — “water”.

ayin



Chukath Num20:11:7

And M-oses.lifted up.his hand, and smote the V900-NX 1 ,iT-NN NWN DYl X
rock with his rod twice; and wa!ter came forth AYAI 07 D' IRY DNY9-—-Inena
abundantly, and the congregation drank, and {0} .07 nTYn

their cattle. {S}

Moses struck the ‘Selah’, rock with his staff twice and ‘mayim’, water, came out.

The full spelling of the letters of the word ‘Selah’ rock is
Samach
Lamad
Ayin

If we struck the ‘Selah’  twice the first time knocking off the initial letters and the
second time knocking off the end letters we are left with the middle letters m,m,i,
which rearranged, spells mayim.

Munk 168



Chukath Num20:12:11-14

And the LORD said unto Moses and Aaron: [V, DR-7XI NYN-7X, NN IR A
'‘Because ye believed not in Me, to sanctify Me 12 WY GITENY 12 DDINND-NY

in the eyes of the children of Israel, therefore
ye shall not bring this assembly into the land

which | have given them.' .0NY "MNIYUN ,YIND-TX

,NTD 70E0-NN RN N7 ,P7--Twe

To sanctify me in the eyes of the children of Israel.

-  What was Moshe’s great sin?

- God wanted him to speak to the rock to demonstrate the progression of
sophistication on the part of the Israelites. When they were former slaves and
therefore very simple, to get them to believe, God had to show them dramatic
miracles 1.e., to hit the rock — Ex 1:1:6 and water came out.

This new generation, however, now would believe merely on the power of words —
prayer. The loss of this opportunity to show results just with words (prayer) was
Moshe’s great sin. Rabbi Daniel Wasserman

Anshe Sholom Bnei Israel

Shabbos Chukath June 18, 1994



Chukath Num20:12:8-10

And the LORD said unto Moses and Aaron:
'Because ye believed not in Me, to sanctify Me
in the eyes of the children of Israel, therefore
ye shall not bring this assembly into the land
which | have given them.'

IV, IDR-7X1 NYN-7X,DINE RN A
N2 W7 YD 2 DDINXD-NY
,NT0 I7D|7,D'T\?,_,( IN'AN N7 ’|;-)I?"I7?..(-]21f
D07 AN YR Y IND-7X

You did not have enough faith in me.

What was Moses great sin?

He hit the rock instead of speaking to it.
He raised his hand — as though in anger.
He addressed the people of Israel as rebels.
He hit the rock two times. Even when he was told to strike the rock in Ex 17:6 it
was to be only once.
He did not mention that “God” would bring water from the rock but asked “shall
“we” produce water for you from this rock™?
He missed the opportunity to teach them the power of prayer, the power that words
alone can have.

Meam Loez 14:86



Chukath Num20:13:2-3

These are the waters of Meribah, where the 7XIW-12 120N, NN T DR Al
children of Israel strove with the LORD, and He
was sanctified in them. {S}

{0} .02 ,UTR!l ;NIN-NN

Waters of dispute

They are called the waters of dispute where the Israelites disputed with Moshe and
Moshe did not do as God had commanded him. It was because of his action with
this water that Moses died before entering the Land.

Recall that Pharaoh caused all newborn children to be cast into the Nile because his
astrologers told him the deliverer of Israel would be punished by water. Pharaoh
calculated that God would not punish him for doing what was ordained to occur and
also that God had promised not to destroy man by flood waters. Pharaoh would be
safe from a punishment — measure for measure — but he obviously misunderstood. It
was because of this water that Moshe was punished and Pharaoh, who used water to
Kill children, was punished, measure for measure, by drowning in the sea.

Meam Loez 14:91



Chukath Num20:22

And they journeyed from Kadesh; and the
children of Israel, even the whole
congregation, came unto mount Hor.

-72 Y- AR UTEN V0 2D
anhRhFnyh

Mountain of the mountain

The configuration was like that of a small apple perched atop a large one i.e., like a
mountain on top of another mountain.

Rashi
Stone 847



Chukath Num20:29:1

And when all the congregation saw that Aaron 1221 ;90X ,V12 '3 ,NTYN-72 IR V)
was dead, they wept for Aaron thirty days,
even all the house of Israel. {S}

{o} .Txaw' na 75 ,0i' DY NDR-NX

the congregation saw that Aaron died

- don’t pronounce ‘VWyiru’ but pronounce it as ‘Viyirahoo’

- “the congregation was seen because Aaron died”.

- When Aaron died the clouds that led and followed the congregation disappeared
and therefore the people could be seen.

Rashi
Kestenbaum 361



Chukath Num 21:6:5-6

Num 21:8-7
And the LORD sent.flery serpents among the D'WNID DX ,0Y2 NN NP 1
people, and they bit the people; and much
people of Israel died. ,2A0-0Y Nl ;0YN-NIX 102,090

YN
Fiery (serpent)

In their frustration the people “spoke against God and Moses” in regards to the
manna. God sent fiery serpents to punish them.

Just as the serpent in the garden of Eden had spoken against God to get Eve to rebel
against God’s commandment regarding what she and Adam could eat, so now, when
the people complained about the food, God sent serpents to punish the ungrateful
slanderers.

Baal HaTurim
Kestenbaum 361



Chukath Num21:9:3-4

And Moses made a serpent of brass, and set it ;0IN-7V 1NNYW'L ,NYN) WN) nWn Wy v
upon the pole; and it came to pass, that if a SN VANI--YW'N-NIX YUNAD YW-0OX ,NMI
serpent had bitten any man, when he looked N1 L,NYNIN YNl

unto the serpent of brass, he lived.

A serpent of copper

Moses chose to make his serpent out of copper since it contains the letters of
‘Nachash’ serpent.

It was a miracle within a miracle. People who had been bitten by a snake could look
up at the copper snake and be cured.

Note:

Alloys of copper

Bronze - has tin mixed with copper

Brass - has zinc mixed with copper
Rambam
Stone 851



Chukath Num21:15:1-2

And the slope of the valleys that inclineth
toward the seat of Ar, and leaneth upon the
border of Moab.-- QXM 71237 , |yl

Y NQY7 ,N0) YK 070D ,TYUX] 10

When it veered to dwell at Ar, leaned against the border of Moab.

The outpouring of the rivers when they leaned.

The ambush by the Amorites was destroyed when the mountains and caves they hid
In were crushed as the adjacent mountains of Ar and Moab came together.

The Israelites realized this miracle only when they saw blood flowing down into the
rivers of the gorge.

Stone 851



Chukath Num?21:16:2:4,14

And from thence to Beer; that is the well NN WX ,IRAD NID DX ,DYWN1 TO
whereof the LORD said unto Moses: 'Gather DN7 NINXI ,OVN-NX QOX ,NYn7 NN’
the people together, and | will give them {o} .0m
water.' {S} -
Well

Water

Well-water = allegorical references to the Torah.

The succession of the water up and down etc alludes to the spiritual growth of a
person who devotes himself to the Torah.

Or HaChaim
Stone 853



Chukath Num 21:18:9-10

Num 21:20:1-4
The well, which the princes digged, which the '2'T) D412 ,0MYW NIN9N XA N
nobles of the people delved, with the sceptre, ,LATANY ;DNIYYNA 7NN ,DYn
and with their staves. And from the wilderness .NIAN

to Mattanah;

and from Bamoth to the valley that is in the
field of Moab, by the top of Pisgah, which
looketh down upon the desert. {P} {o} .1y 119-7v ,N9pYII ;N209N

JUNI--ANIN NTYA WK X'2D ,NIiNant D

And from midbar (wilderness) to Mattanah (gift).

And from Bamot (high places) to the valley.

Midrashically this refers